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Saae tB  heep  ha  anny  from  t&ibinr&ig.     'Ws 
kKi«  BcvEi;'  Mid  lu,  "  experieneed  •  tte  k 
ilj'  tf  M^  period  of  the  war."  ^ 

TW  ^or  1780  apiwri  qu  ■ 
'For«fi        ■  -      -      — 


adih  ift, &*fin^,  '-tfae;  Wm  bone  I 
■p  wkba  paoeace  that  Rwia  the  a 
■al  aa^  M  cxdte  the  ayiapaiUes  ef  t 


na  leTaratt  triab  of  the  BerolstioB,  in  &ct, 
were  aM  B  the  fidd,  when  there  wa«  •boats  to 
■  to  be  wdd;  bat  u  the  ftptafid 
k  of  iB-pmnded  canps  where  theie 
\  10  cheer  wA  tmtjiiaB^  v>  be  «»• 
■n&r  was  the  lot  of  the  ren 


A  rigoDMB  winter  had  mod  to  do  with  the 
aetaal  diitrasea  of  the  arnif,  bat  the  not  of  the 
evil  \Kf  m  the  denu^naeot  of  the  ouiomj. 
Cx^ma  had  cotmnenCMl  the  war  withaBt  ad»- 
quale  fuMl*,  and  wiihoot  the  power  of  impoM^ 
direct  taxes.  To  ine«t  preanog  emergeadea,  it 
had  einiit«d  pitper  monej,  which,  for  a  tinie. 
fMMMd  cumnllj  at  par;  1>qI  aaiik  in  Taloe  a« 
further  t^niBiiiana  snccceded,  and  thai  already  in 
einiilation  mnained  unredeemed.  Hie  seTcnd 
1  Lift<^IUti,a.VA. 
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States  added  \a  the  eril  hj  emitting  paper  in  tlieir 
separate  capadLiea :  tbns  ilie  eouatry  gniiJuBlly 
became  Booded  with  a  **  CoDtinetilal  currency."  a« 
it  was  called ;  irredeeroable,  aiid  of  no  inirioEic 
valoe.  The  consequence  was  a  geuerol  Jetauge- 
mmt  of  trade  aud  finance.  The  CbDtinenlai  cur- 
rCDC/  declioed  to  Eucb  a  degree,  that  fonj  dollars 
in  paper  were  eqait^atent  to  only  one  in  specie. 

Congreea  attempted  to  put  a  tlop  to  iliis  depre- 
flialtoa,  by  making  paper  mooey  a  legal  leader, 
at  iu  oomiiMJ  v«liie,  in  the  di>charge  of  dehta, 
howcrer  eoiitracled.  This  opeaeA  the  duur  to 
kaaverf.  and  added  a  new  (eUure  lo  llie  erjl. 

The  oonuninartea  now  found  it  difficult  lo  pur- 
diaae  rapplies  &a  the  immediate  wants  of  the 
■nny,  and  tmposible  to  provide  any  eloreii  in 
■drmnoe.  They  were  lefl  deMitate  ot  fands.  aud 
ill*  pnliGc  credit  was  proaraled  bj  the  oocufnu- 
hlMg  debit  asfletcd  lo  remain  Docanceled.  The 
dmgea  wtdtb  kad  lakioi  place  in  the  eoim&ii- 
t  added  lo  tbie  ennfnnMi.  The 
1  (^  nieeivintg.  as  bere- 

I  p^ier  t-HiiMMj  ;  aud  Itis  depa- 

B  WOK  tB  be  lOTjriwled  in  Eke  maDoer,  witb- 

1  ihe  BHal  t&nhoMx  at  miooa  and   lura(pe. 

n  w^eata  cmdd  be  pnwaivd  «a  hn^ 
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to  call  upon  the  coantiea  of  the  Slate  (or  aupplies 
of  graiu  and  cattle,  proportioned  to  their  respect- 
ive abilitiea.  The»e  supplies  were  to  be  brought 
into  the  camp  withia  a.  certain  lime ;  the  grala  to 
be  measured  aud  the  cattle  estimated  by  auj  two 
of  the  magislrales  of  (he  county  iu  conjiiDctioo 
with  tie  commissary,  and  cerliticales  to  be  giveo 
by  the  latter,  specifying  the  quantity  of  each  and 
the  terms  of  payment. 

Wherever  a  corapliaace  with  this  call  was  re- 
fused, tlie  articles  required  were  to  be  impressed : 
it  was  a  painful  alleruative,  yet  nothiug  else  could 
save  the  anny  from  dissoluliou  or  starving.  Wash- 
ington charged  hia  officers  to  act  with  as  much 
tenderness  ns  posaible,  gniJunliug  the  exaction 
according  to  the  stock  of  each  individual,  so  that 
no  fatnily  should  be  deprived  of  what  was  neces- 
sary to  its  subsiatance.  "  While  your  measures 
are  adapted  to  the  emergency,"  writes  he  to  Col- 
onel Matthias  Ogden,  "and  you  cousult  what  you 
owe  to  the  service,  I  am  persuaded  you  will  not 
forget  that,  as  we  are  compelled  by  necessity  to 
take  the  property  of  citizens  for  the  support  ofaa 
army  on  which  their  safety  depends,  we  should 
be  careful  to  manifest  that  we  have  a  reverence 
for  their  rights,  and  wish  not  to  do  anything 
which  that  necessity,  and  even  their  own  good, 
do  not  absolutely  require." 

To  the  honor  of  the  magistrates  and  the  people 
of  Jersey,  Washington  testifies  that  his  requisi- 
tions were  punctually  complied  with,  aud  in  many 
coBities  exoeeded.  Too  much  praise,  indeed,  can- 
not be  given  to  the  people  of  this  Statu  for  tbo 
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patience  with  which  most  of  them  bore  these  ex- 
actions, nad  ibe  patriotism  wiib  wliich  nitiny  of 
ibem  BdmraiEtered  lo  tbe  nantd  of  iheir  coiiitlry- 
men  in  arms.  Exbausted  as  ihe  Stgle  vas  \iy 
repeated  drainings,  yet,  at  one  time,  whi'ii  deep 
SHOWS  cut  off  all  dislnnt  supplies,  Wualiiog Ion's 
artnjr  was  wholly  subsisted  by  iL  "  Provisions 
eaaie  in  with  hearty  good-will  from  tlie  farmers 
iu  Medliam.  Chatham,  Ilauover,  and  oilier  rural 
places,  together  with  stocking,  shoes,  coals,  and 
blaofceta :  while  the  women  met  together  lo  knit 
■Dd  sew  Gir  the  soldiery."  ' 

As  tbc  winter  advanced,  the  cold  increased  io 
BCTCTily.  It  was  the  most  inleose  ever  remem- 
befcd  ID  the  oonatry.  The  great  iMiy  of  New 
Tork  was  froecn  over.  No  supplies  could  vouie 
to  tbe  dty  by  water.  Provi»oii9  grew  scanty ; 
■nd  (bete  was  sodi  lack  of  fire-wood,  thai  oM  iraiis- 
ports  were  fan>keii  Dp,  and  nninit^ted  wi»den 
fcoiBim  pnllod  down  ior  fueL  The  safety  of  ihe 
aij  wn  endangeivd.  The  shipB  of  war,  immuv- 
lUtj  tobho/aaA  iu  in  harbor,  do  louger  gave  it  pro- 
leetkm.  Tbe  insular  Be>ciiriij  of  tbe  plaire  wa8  at 
an  ad.  Ab  amy  with  ite  he«Tieai  artillery  and 
~  e  HndMMi  on  the  ioe.     Hie 
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veierBD  Enyphansen  began  to  apprehend  ao  in- 
vasion, nnd  look  measures  accordingly  ;  the  seamen 
of  tlie  ships  and  transports  were  lauded  and  Tormed 
into  companits,  and  the  iuliabittknts  of  tbe  city 
were  embodied,  officered,  and  aubjected  to  garrison 

Washinglon  was  avrare  of  tbe  opportunity  which 
offered  ilself  for  a  signal  map  de  main,  but  was 
not  in  ft  condition  to  profit  by  it.  His  ti'oops, 
hutlud  among  the  heights  of  Morristown,  were 
half  fed,  half  clothed,  and  inferior  in  number  to 
the  garrison  of  New  York.  He  was  destitute  of 
funds  necessary  to  fit  thera  for  the  enterprise,  and 
the  quartermaster  could  not  furnish  means  of  traus- 
porinlioD. 

Still,  in  the  frozen  condition  of  the  bay  and 
rivers,  some  minor  blow  might  be  attempted,  suf- 
ficient to  rouse  and  cbeer  the  spirits  of  the  people. 
TVilh  this  view,  having  ascertained  lliat  the  ice 
formed  a  bridge  across  the  strait  between  the 
Jersey  shore  and  Slaten  Island,  he  projected  a 
descent  upon  the  latter  by  Lord  Stirling  with 
twenty-live  hundred  men,  to  surprise  and  capture 
a  Briiiah  force  of  ten  or  twelve  hundred. 

His  lordship  croesed  on  the  night  of  the  14th 
of  January,  from  De  Hart's  Point  to  the  island. 
His  upproucb  was  discovered  ;  the  troops  took  ref- 
uge in  the  works,  which  were  too  strongly  situated 
to  he  attacked  ;  a  channel  remaining  open  through 
the  ice  across  the  bay,  a  boat  was  dispatched  to 
New  York  for  reinforcements. 

The  projected  surprise  having  thus  proved  a 
complete  failure,  and  his  own  situation  becoming 


I 


o  tlie  bands 
ire  severely 

1  the  iaih  of 
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hazardona,  Lord  Stirliug  recrossed  to  ibe  Jersey 
Bbore  willi  a  number  of  prisoners  wbom  be  bud 
CAptuT«d.  He  was  pursueil  by  a  party  of  cavalry, 
which  he  repulsed,  uud  utTected  a  i-etreat  W  Eliza- 
bethtown.  Some  few  stragglers  fell  ii 
of  tbo  enemy,  and  many  of  his  men  v 
frostbitten. 

By  way  of  retort,  KnyjihauBen  o 
January,  sent  out  two  iletachrneots  to  harass  the 
American  outposts.  One  crossed  to  PhuIiis  Hook, 
and  being  joiued  by  part  of  the  garrison  of  tlj:Lt 
post,  pushed  on  to  Newark,  surprised  mid  captured 
a  cam|iaDy  elalioneJ  there,  set  fire  to  the  acaJemy, 
and  returned  without  loss. 

The  other  detacbmenl,  consisting  of  one  hun- 
dred itragooDS  and  between  three  and  four  hun- 
dred  infantry,  under  Lieutenant-colonel  Boskii'k, 
crossed  from  Slateu  IsUnd  to  Treinbly's  Point, 
surprised  the  picket-guard  at  Elizabstlitonn,  and 
captured  two  majors,  two  captains,  and  forty-two 
privates-  Tliis,  likewise,  waseffected  witliout  loss. 
The  disgraceful  pari  of  Ibe  expedition  was  the 
burtiiog  of  the  town-house,  a  church,  nnd  ti  private 
nsiileace,  and  the  plundering  of  the  inliabilant). 

The  church  destroyed  was  a  Presbyterimi  place 
of  worship,  and  its  pastor,  the  Rev.  Jaines  Cald- 
well, bad  rendered  himself  an  especial  olijcci  of 
hoBtility  to  both  Briton  and  lory.  He  was  a  zeal- 
ous patriot ;  had  served  as  chaplain  to  those  por- 
tions of  the  American  army  that  successively 
occupied  the  Jerseys;  and  now  otficiated  in  that 
oapodty  tn  Colonel  Elias  Dayton's  regiment,  beside 
occasionally  acting  as  commissary.     His  church 
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had  at  times  served  as  lioepital  to  ihe  American 
soldiers  ;  or  slielter  to  the  hastily  aseembleil  militia. 
Its  bell  WB3  tlie  tocsin  of  alnrm ;  from  its  pul|iit 
he  had  Toauy  a  time  stirred  up  ihe  pntrioibm  of 
his  countrymen  by  his  ardeiit,  eloqueut,  and  pa- 
thetic appeals,  layijig  beside  him  his  pialola  before 
he  commenced.  His  popularity  in  the  nrmy,  and 
among  the  Jersey  people,  was  unbounded.  He 
was  termed  by  liis  friends  a  "  rousing  gospel 
preacher,"  and  by  the  enemy  a  "frantic  priest" 
and  a  "  rebel  tire-brand."  On  the  present  occasion, 
his  church  was  set  on  fire  by  a  virulent  lory  of 
the  neighborhood,  who,  as  he  saw  it  wrapped  in 
flames,  "  regretted  thnt  the  blaeh-coated  rebel, 
Caldwell,  was  not  in  his  pulpit,"  We  shall  have 
occasion  to  speak  of  the  fortunes  of  this  pastor 
and  his  family  hereafter. 

Another  noted  niiiraiid  during  Knyphauseu's 
military  sway,  was  in  the  lower  part  of  West* 
Chester  County,  in  a  hilly  region  lying  between 
the  British  and  Anierinin  lines,  which  had  been 
the  scene  of  part  of  the  past  year's  campaign. 
Being  ohen  foraged,  its  inhabitants  had  become 
betligerent  in  their  habile,  and  quick  lo  retaliate 
on  all  niaraudera. 

In  this  region,  about  twenty  miles  from  the 
Sritish  outposts,  and  not  far  from  While  Plains, 
the  Americans  hod  established  a  post  of  three 
hundred  men  Hi  a  stone  building  commonly 
known  as  Young's  house,  from  the  name  of  iis 
owner.  It  commanded  a  road  which  piLssed  from 
north  to  south  down  along  the  narrow  but  fertile 
valley  of  the  Sawmill  Kiver,  now  knowu  by  \\& 
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original  In<)Uui  name  of  the  Neperan.  On  this 
road  the  garrison  of  Young's  bouse  kept  a  vigi- 
lant eye,  lo  ioiercept  the  convoys  of  cattle  and 
provisions  which  had  been  collected  or  plundered 
by  the  enemy,  and  which  passed  down  llu's  valley 
loivard  New  York.  This  {>08t  had  long  been  an 
annoyance  lo  ihe  enemy,  but  its  distance  from  the 
British  lines  bad  bitlierto  saved  it  from  allack. 
The  country  now  was  covered  with  anow  ;  troops 
coald  be  rapidly  Iransporteil  on  sleiglj»  \  and  it 
was  determined  ihat  Young's  house  should  be  aur- 
priaed,  and  Ibis  rebel  nest  broken  up. 

Oh  llie  evening  of  the  2J  of  February,  an  ex- 
pedition set  out  for  the  purpose  from  King's 
Bridge,  led  by  Lieutenant -colonel  Norton,  and 
consisting  of  four  flank  companies  of  guards,  two 
compunies  of  Hessians,  and  a  party  of  Yagers,  all 
in  sleighs;  besides  a  body  of  Yager  cavalry,  and 
ft  number  of  mounted  Westchester  refugees,  with 
two  three- pounders. 

The  snow,  being  newly  fallen,  was  deep ;  the 
sleighs  broke  their  way  througli  it  with  difficulty, 
The  troops  at  length  abandoned  them  and  pushed 
forward  on  foot.  The  cannon  were  left  behind 
for  Uie  same  reason.  It  was  a  weary  tramp ;  the 
snow  ill  many  places  was  more  than  two  feet  deep, 
and  ihey  had  to  lake  by-ways  and  cross-roads  to 
avoid  the  American  patrols. 

The  sun  rose  while  Ihey  were  yet  seven  miles 
from  Young's  house.  To  surprise  ihe  post  was 
out  of  the  question ;  still  they  kept  on.  Before 
ihey  could  reach  ihe  house  the  country  had  taken 
the  alarm,  and   the  Westchester   yeomanry  had 
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armed  themselves,  and  were  haalening  to  aid  [he 
garrison. 

Tlie  British  light  iofaDlry  and  grenadiers  in- 
vested the  manaion ;  the  cavalry  posted  themselves 
on  a  oeigtiboriug  eminence,  Xa  prevent  retreat 
or  reinfoi-cement,  and  the  house  waB  assailed.  It 
made  a  brave  resistance,  and  was  aided  by  some 
of  the  yeomanry  stationed  in  au  adjacent  orchard. 
The  garriMci,  however,  was  overpowered ;  num- 
bers were  killed,  end  ninety  taken  prisoners. 
The  house  was  socked  and  set  in  flames ;  and 
thus  having  broken  up  this  stroughold  of  the 
country,  the  party  hastened  to  effect  a  safe  return 
to  the  lines  with  their  prisoners,  some  of  whom 
were  so  badly  wounded  that  they  had  to  be  left  at 
different  farm-houses  oo  the  road.  The  detach- 
ment  reached  King's  Bridge  by  uine  o'clock  the 
same  evening,  and  boasted  that,  in  this  enter- 
prise, they  bad  sustained  no  other  loss  than  two 
killed  and  twenty -three  wounded. 

Of  the  prisoners  many  were  doubtless  farmers 
and  farmers'  sous,  who  iiad  turned  out  in  defense 
of  their  homes,  and  were  now  to  be  tranaferreil  to 
the  horrors  of  the  jail  and  sugar-house  in  New 
York.  We  give  this  affair  as  a  epecimen  of  the 
petite  ffiurre  carried  on  iu  liie  southern  port  of 
Westchester  County ;  the  neotral  ground,  as  it 
was  called,  but  subjected,  from  its  vicinity  to  the 
city,  to  be  foraged  by  the  royal  forces,  and  plun- 
dered and  insulted  by  rerugee.^  and  tories.  No 
part  of  the  Union  was  more  harried  and  trampled 
down  by  friend  and  foe,  during  the  Revolution, 
than  this  debatable  region  and  the  Jerseys. 
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Arnold  in  Commind  of  I^iUulphic. —  Uii[K)pular  Mcaaures. 

—  Anicilrt's  Style  of  Liiing,  —  Hia  Schomes  and  Specula- 
lioru.  —  UiaCoIltsions  with  Ibe  KxKutira  Council.  —  Bii 
Land  Pfojecl.  —  Ch«rga«  sent  BgainM  liim  lo  OongnMs.  ~ 
Hi<  Adrsss  lo  IhB  Public—  Charges  referred  lo  a  Cnurt- 
martinl.  —  His  Ma mH^.  —  Verdict  of  tbe  CDurt-iuunial. 

—  A  mold  ri'primBiideii.  —  Obliuns  Leave  of  AbgenoB  from 
IbeArniV- 

[^?^9JME  most  irksome  duty  tlint  WoshiiigUin 

t^'^^  uiimpmunt  al  >[orristown.  regarded  Gen- 
i.nil  Ai'ij'jld  and  Lis  military  governnieiit  of  Phil- 
iiJuljil^i^i  ill  1778.  To  explain  it  rerjuires  b  glunce 
back  lo  lliat  period. 

At  tlie  time  of  etiteriiig  upon  tliis  cominnnd, 
Arnold's  accounts  willi  goreniment  were  yet  un- 
sottlcd,  the  coinmiilee  nppuiiitod  by  Congress,  at 
his  own  request,  10  examioe  them,  liaving  coRaid- 
ered  Home  of  his  ulmrges  dubious,  and  olliers  ex- 
orbitant. Washington,  however,  still  looked  npoii 
him  with  favor,  and,  hut  u  month  previously,  had 
prcienled  him  with  a  pnir  of  epaulettes  and  a 
sirord'kuot,  "  as  a  testimony  of  his  sincere  regard 
uid  approbation." 

Tbe  command  of  Philadelphia,  at  this  time, 
was  a  delicate  and  difficult  one,  and  required  to 
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be  exercised  wiili  extreme  circumspection.  The 
boundaries  between  the  powers  vested  in  the  mil- 
itnrj  cornmarHler,  and  those  ioherenl  in  the  Slate 
governinenl,  were  ill  defined.  Disaffection  to  the 
American  cnuse  prevailed  both  among  the  per- 
manent and  casunl  residents,  and  required  to  be 
held  in  check  with  firmness  but  toleration.  By 
a  resolve  of  Congress,  no  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise were  to  be  removed,  transferred,  or  sold, 
until  the  ownership  of  them  could  be  ascertained 
by  a  joint  committee  of  Congress  and  of  the 
Council  of  Pennsylvania!  atiy  public  stores  be- 
longing to  the  enemy  were  to  be  seized  and  con- 
verted to  the  use  of  the  army. 

Washington,  in  his  letter  of  instniciions,  left  it 
to  Arnold's  discretion  to  adopt  such  measures  as 
should  appear  to  him  most  effectual  and  least  of- 
fensive in  executing  this  resolve  of  Congress  ;  in 
which  ho  was  to  be  aided  by  an  assistant  quarter- 
master-gene rnl,  subject  to  his  directions.  "  Vou 
will  take  every  prudent  step  in  your  power," 
writes  Washington,  "  to  preserve  tmnquillity  and 
order  in  the  city,  and  give  security  to  individuals 
of  every  class  and  descripiioii,  restraining,  as  far 
as  possible,  till  the  restoration  of  civil  government, 
every  species  of  persecution,  insult,  or  abuse,  either 
from  the  soldiery  to  the  inhabitants,  or  among  each 
other," 

One  of  Arnold's  first  measures  was  to  issue  a 
proclamation  enforcing  the  resolve  of  Congress. 
In  so  doing,  he  was  countenanced  by  leading 
personages  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  proclamation 
was  drafted  by  General  Joseph  Beed,    The  meas- 
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tire  excited  great  diBsatUfnctiDU,  nnd  circutnatAncea 
attending  the  eu force raent  of  it  gnve  rise  to 
SCaDdal.  Former  instances  of  a  mercciiarj  spirit 
made  Arnold  liable  to  suspicions,  and  it  was  iilleged 
that,  wLile  by  the  prDclanmlion  be  sliut  up  tlie 
stores  and  stiops  so  tluit  even  the  otBocrs  of  the 
army  could  not  procure  necessary  articles  of 
merchandise,  he  was  privately  making  large  pur- 
chases for  bb  own  enrichment. 

His  style  of  living  gave  point  lo  this  scandal- 
He  occupied  one  of  the  finest  houses  in  the  city  ; 
eet  up  a  splendid  establish nient ;  had  his  carriage 
and  four  horses  and  a  train  of  domestics ;  gave 
expensive  enlerlainments,  and  indulged  in  a  lux- 
ury and  parade  which  were  condemned  as  lillle  be- 
fitting a  republican  general ;  especially  one  whose 
accounts  with  government  were  yet  unsettled,  and 
Rho  had  imputations  of  mercenary  rapacity  still 


I  prodigality,  in  fact,  was  Arnold's 
beseltuig  sin.  To  cope  with  his  overwhelming 
expenses,  he  engaged  in  various  speculations,  more 
befitting  the  trafficking  habits  of  his  early  life 
than  bis  present  elevated  position.  Nay,  he 
availed  himself  of  that  posilinn  to  aid  bis  specu- 
lations, and  sometimes  made  temporary  use  of  the 
public  moneys  passing  through  his  hands.  In  his 
impatience  lo  be  rich,  he  at  one  timo  thought  of 
taking  cormnnnd  of  a  privateer,  and  making 
iQcrutive  oiptnres  at  seu. 

In  the  exercise  of  his  military  functions,  he 
bltd  become  involved  in  disputes  with  the  president 
(Wliartou)  and  executive  council  of  Peniisylvaniii 
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and  by  his  conduct,  which  was  deemed  ttrbitraiy 
and  arrogftnt,  had  drawn  npon  himaelf  the  hostility 
of  ibat  body,  irhich  became  sCera  and  unspariag 
ceosore  of  his  conduct. 

He  had  uot  been  many  weelts  In  Philadelphia 
before  he  becnme  attached  to  one  of  its  reigning 
belles,  Miss  lliirgaret  Shippen,  daughter  of  Mr. 
Edward  Shippen,  in  after  years  chief  justice  of 
Pennsylvania.  Her  family  were  not  considered 
well  affected  to  the  American  cause ;  the  young 
lady  herself,  during  the  occupation  of  the  city  by 
the  enemy,  had  been  a  "  toast"  among  the  British 
officers,  and  selected  as  one  of  the  beauties  of  the 
Miscbianza. 

Arnold  paid  her  addresses  in  an  open  and  honor- 
able style,  first  obtaining  by  letter  the  sanction  of 
the  father.  Party  feeling  at  that  lime  ran  high 
ID  Philadelphia  on  local  subjects  connected  with 
the  change  of  the  State  government.  Arnold's 
connection  with  the  Shippen  faitiily  increased  his 
disfaTor  with  the  president  atid  executive  council, 
who  were  whigs  to  a  man ;  and  it  was  sneeringly 
observed,  that  "  he  had  courted  the  loyalists  from 
the  start." 

General  Josepli  Reed,  at  that  time  one  of  the 
executive  committee,  observes  in  a  letter  to  Gen- 
eral Greene,  "  Will  you  not  think  it  extraordinary 
that  General  Arnold  made  n  public  entertniomeut 
the  night  before  last,  of  which,  not  only  common 
lory  ladies,  but  the  wives  and  dnnghlers  of  persons 
proscribed  by  the  Stale,  and  now  with  the  enemy 
at  New  York,  formed  a  very  considerable  number  ? 
The  fact  is  literally  true." 


■ 
■ 


ASSOLD-8  LAND  PJiOJECT.  15 

K«gar<led  from  &  diSerent  point  of  view,  this 
conduct  might  have  been  attributed  to  the  courtesy 
of  n  gallant  soldier ;  who  scorned  to  ciirry  the 
auimositj  of  the  field  into  the  drawing-room,  or 
to  proscribe  and  persecute  the  wives  and  dnugtitera 
of  political  exiles. 

In  the  beginning  of  December,  Genera!  Reed 
became  president  of  the  executive  council  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  under  his  odministrntioii  the 
ripening  hostility  to  Arnold  was  brought  to  a  crisis. 
Among  the  various  schemes  of  the  latter  for  better- 
ing his  fortunes,  and  securing  the  means  of  livijig 
when  tbe  war  should  come  to  an  end,  was  one  for 
forming  a  settlement  in  the  western  part  of  the 
Slate  of  New  York,  to  be  composed,  principally, 
of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  had  served  under 
him.  His  scheme  was  approved  by  Mr.  John 
Jay,  Ihc  pure-minded  patriot  of  New  York,  at 
that  time  President  of  Congress,  and  was  sanc- 
tioneilby  the  New  York  delegation.  Provided  with 
letters  from  ihem.  Arnold  lell  Fhiladi'lpliia  about 
the  Ist  of  January  (1779),  and  set  out  for  Albaciy 
to  obtain  a  grant  of  land  tor  the  purpose,  from  the 
New  York  Legislature. 

Within  a  day  or  two  aller  his  departure,  his 
public  conduct  was  discussed  in  the  e:(eculive 
council  of  Pennsylvania,  and  it  was  resolved 
unanimously,  that  the  course  of  his  military  com- 
maud  in  the  city  had  been  in  many  respects  op- 
pressive, unworthy  of  his  rank  and  station,  and 
highly  discouraging  lo  the  liberties  and  iuierests 
of  America,  and  disrespectful  lo  the  supreme  execu- 
tive authority  of  the  State. 
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1  oRicer  of  the  United  S'ttes,  the 
i  grietatices  of  Peniisytvn 


As  he  was  a 
complain U  a 

set  forth  by  the  eieculive  council  in  eight  charges, 
and  forwarded  lo  Congress,  accompanied  hy  doc- 
uments, and  a  letter  fi-om  President  Beed. 

Infonniilion  of  these  facts,  with  a  prijited  copy 
of  the  charges,  reached  Arnold  at  Washington's 
camp  oil  the  Raritan,  which  lie  had  visited  while 
on  the  ivay  to  Albany.  His  first  soliciliiile  was 
abotit  the  effect  ihey  might  have  upon  Miss  Ship- 
pen,  to  whom  he  was  now  engaged.  lu  a  letter 
dated  February  Sth,  iie  entreated  her  not  to  suffer 
these  rude  attacks  on  him  to  give  her  a  moment's 
nneasiuess  —  they  could  do  him  no  injury. 

On  the  following  day  he  issued  an  address  to 
the  public,  recalling  his  faithful  services  of  nearly 
four  years,  and  inveighing  against  the  proceedings 
of  the  president  and  council ;  who,  not  content 
with  injuring  him  in  a  cruel  and  unprecedented 
manner  wilh  Congress,  had  ordered  copies  of  their 
chaises  to  be  printed  and  dispersed  throughout 
the  several  States,  for  the  purpose  of  prejudicing 
the  public  miud  tigiiiust  him,  while  the  matter  was 
yet  in  suspense.  "  Their  conduct,"  writes  he, 
"  appears  the  more  cruel  and  malicious,  iu  making 
the  charges  after  I  had  lefl  the  city 
t«Dtion  of  leaving  the  city  was  kuo 
weeks  before."  This  complaint,  we  m 
waa  rebutted,  on  their  part,  by  the 
at  the  time  of  bis  departure,  be  ki 
cusation  tlint  was  impending. 

In  conclusion,  Arnold  informed  the  publi 
he  had    rtnuestod    Congress    lo    direct   a 


for  five 

observe, 

that, 

of  the  ac- 

that 
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martial  (o  inquire  into  bia  coniluct,  ntid  Crusted 
bin  countrymeo  would  suspend  tijeir  Juilgmetil  in 
the  mailer,  until  be  should  have  on  opportunity 
of  beiug  Eienrd. 

Public  opinion  was  divided.  TIlb  brilliant  ser- 
vices spoke  eloquenlly  in  his  fiivor.  His  ad- 
mirers repiued  that  a  fume  won  by  such  daring 
eiploits  on  tbe  fieic)  abould  be  slifltd  down  by 
cold  calumnies  in  Philadelphia  ;  and  many  thought, 
dispassioiiHlely,  chat  Iho  Slale  authorities  had  acted 
with  exceiiaive  harshness  towards  a  meritorious 
officer,  in  widely  spreadiiig  their  charges  against 
him,  and  thus,  id  an  unprecedented  way,  putting 
a  public  brand  upon  hiiD. 

Oil  ibe  ICtb  of  February,  Arnold's  appeal  to 
Ccingrt^s  was  referred  to  the  committee  which 
bad  under  consideration  the  letter  of  President 
Keed  and  its  eccompanying  doeumenis,  and  it 
was  charged  to  make  a  report  with  all  convenient 
dIspHlch.  A  motion  was  made  to  suspend  Ar- 
nold Irom  nil  comniand  during  the  inquiry.  To 
the  credit  of  Congress  it  was  negatived. 

Much  contrariety  of  feeling  previiileil  on  the 
subject  in  the  coramillee  of  Congress  and  llie  ex- 
eontive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  corre- 
spondence between  those  legii^lalive  bodies  was 
occasionally  tinctured  with  needless  acrimony. 

Arnold,  in  the  course  of  January,  had  obtained 
permission  from  Washington  to  resign  the  com- 
mand of  Fbiladelpbia,  but  deferred  to  act  upon  it, 
tllttil  tlic  charges  against  him  should  be  examined, 
lest,  as  he  said,  bis  enemies  should  misinterpret 
1  ascribe  his  resignation  li>  fear  of 
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H  dtfigraccful  suspension  in  consequence  of  those 
clinrges. 

Atx>iit  the  miUille  of  Mareli,  the  committee 
broiiglit  ill  a  repoi't  exculpnting  him  from  eW 
criminality  in  the  matters  charged  against  him. 
As  aoun  as  (he  report  was  brought  in,  he  consitl- 
ereil  his  namo  vinilioited,  und  i-esigned. 

Whatever  exultation  he  may  hare  felt  was 
■short-lived.  Coiigi'ess  did  not  call  up  and  act 
upon  the  report,  as,  io  justice  to  him,  they  should 
have  done,  whether  to  sanction  it  or  not ;  but 
referred  (he  suhject  anew  to  a  joint  committee  of 
their  body  and  the  assembly  and  council  of  Penn- 
sylvaiiia.  Arnold  was  at  this  time  on  the  eve 
of  marriage  with  Miss  Shippen,  aud,  thus  cir- 
euinstauced,  it  must  have  been  peculiarly  gidliug 
to  liis  pride  to  be  kept  under  (he  odium  of  im- 
puted deliuqiicricies. 

The  report  of  the  joint  committee  brought  up 
auimated  tlisciiiisions  in  Congress.  Several  resolu- 
tions recommended  by  the  committee  were  merely 
of  a  formal  nature,  and  intended  to  soothe  the 
wounded  sensibilities  of  Pennsylvania ;  these  were 
passed  without  dissent ;  but  it  was  contended 
that  certain  charts  advanced  by  the  executive 
ooundl  of  that  State  were  only  cognizable  by  a 
court-martial,  and,  after  a  warm  duhnic,  it  was 
resolved  (April  3d),  by  a  lai'ge  majority,  that 
the  commander-in-chief  should  appoint  such  a 
court  for  the  consideration  of  them. 

Arnold  inveighed  bitterly  against  tlie  injustice 
of  subjecting  him  to  a  triid  before  a  military  tri- 
bunal for  alleged  oSl-nscs  of  which  he  lnul  been 
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BixiuitiBtl  bj  the  committee  of  Congress.  He 
W)i9  sacrificeil,  Le  Bnid,  to  avoid  k  brench  with 
PeuusylvHoia.  In  a  letter  to  WasliingtoD,  he 
chargMl  it  nil  to  the  hoElililJ  of  Presideut  Reiid, 
wlio,  he  alRrrnLil,  had  by  his  address  kept  the  Af- 
fair ill  suspend  for  two  months,  and  ut  last  ob- 
tained the  resolution  of  Congress  directing  the 
court- nmrtia].  He  urged  Washington  to  Hppoint 
a  speedy  day  for  tlie  triiil,  that  he  might  not 
linger  under  tlie  ixliuin  of  an  unjust  public  accit- 
satioD.  "I  have  no  doubt  of  obtaining  justice 
from  a  courlrmartial,"  writes  he,  "  as  every  offi- 
cer iu  ilie  amiy  must  feel  himself  injured  by  the 
cruel   aud   unprecedented    treatment  I   have   met 

with "When  your  Excellency  cou- 

sideK  my  sufferings,  and  llie  cruel  situation  I  nm 
in,  your  owu  humanity  auJ  feeling  as  a  »oMicr 
will  render  everything  I  can  say  further  on  the 
subject  unnecessary." 

It  nus  doubtless  soothing  to  bis  irritated  pride, 
that  tlie  woman  on  wliom  he  had  placed  his  af- 
fections remained  true  to  him  ;  for  his  marriage 
with  Hiss  Shippen  look  place  just  Bve  days  af- 
ter the  mortifying  vote  of  Congress. 

Washington  sympathized  with  Arnold's  impa- 
lieiice,  and  tippointed  llie  1st  of  May  for  tlie  trial, 
but  it  waa  repeatedly  postponed  ;  first,  at  the  re- 
quest of  tlie  I'ennsylviuiia  council,  to  allow  lime 
for  llie  BrrivHl  of  witnesses  ['rom  the  South  ;  ufVer- 
wanls,  in  consequence  of  ihreateniug  raovements 
of  the  enemy,  which  obliged  eveiy  officer  to  be 
at  hi^  post.  Aniold,  in  the  mean  time,  contin- 
ued to  reside  at  Fhiludelphiu,  holding  his  com- 
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mIssioD  in  the  army,  but  Clliag  do  public  office  ; 
getliug  deeper  and  cieeper  in  debt,  aud  becomii^ 
more  and  more  unpopular. 

Having  once  been  attacked  in  the  street  ia  the 
course  of  some  popultir  tumult,  he  aSecleil  to  coa- 
sider  hi^  life  io  danger,  and  applied  to  Cungrees 
for  a  guard  of  Continental  soldiers,  "  as  no  pro- 
tection was  to  be  ex|)ecte()  from  llie  authority  of 
the  State  for  an  honest  man." 

Ho  was  lold  in  reply  that  his  application  ought 
to  have  been  made  to  the  executive  authority  of 
Pennsylvania ;  "  in  whose  disposition  to  protect 
every  honest  ciliKen,  Coiigresa  bad  full  couHdence, 
and  highly  ditapproved  the  insinuation  of  every 
individaal  to  the  conlran/." 

For  mouths,  Arnold  remained  in  ihis  ansioua 
tuid  irritated  state.  His  situation,  he  sniJ,  was 
cruel.  Hi9  cbnracier  would  continue  lo  suffer 
until  be  should  be  acquitted  by  a  court-martial, 
and  he  would  be  effectuiilly  prevented  from  join- 
ing the  army,  which  he  wisheil  lo  do  as  soon  as 
his  wounds  would  pernut,  that  he  might  render  tbt> 
couuiry  every  serviea  in  his  power  iu  this  critical 
time.  "  For  though  I  bare  been  ungratefully 
treated,  adds  he, "  I  do  not  consider  it  as  from  my 
countrymen  in  general,  but  from  a  set  of  men,  who, 
Toid  of  principle,  are  governed  entirely  by  private 
intereBt." 

At  length,  when  the  campaign  was  over,  and 
the  army  had  gone  into  winter  quarters,  the  long- 
delayed  court-martiul  was  aweuibled  at  Morris- 
towu.  Of  the  eight  charges  origiuiilly  advanced 
against  Arnold  by  the  Feuusylvunia  council,  four 
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only  came  audur  oogniz 


of   the   court.      Of 
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two  of  these  lie  was  entirely  aoquitted.  The  re- 
maiaiiig  two  were  — 

First.  That  while  in  the  camp  at  Valley 
Forge,  he,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  com' 
maniler'in-cbief,  or  the  sanction  of  the  Stule  gov- 
emnienl,  hail  granted  a  written  permission  for  a 
vessel  belonging  to  disaffected  persons,  to  proceed 
irom  the  port  of  Pbihwlepliia,  then  iu  pot^essiou 
of  the  enemy,  to  any  port  of  the  United  States. 

Seeond.  Tbnt,  availing  himself  of  liis  othcial 
Rutliorily,  he  hud  appropriaied  the  public  wugon:* 
of  Peuusjlvaniu,  when  called  forth  on  a  special 
emergency,  lo  the  transportation  of  private  prop- 
erly, and  that  of  persons  who  voluntarily  reniaiiied 
with  the  enemy,  and  were  deemed  disatfecled  to 
the  interests  and  independence  of  America. 

In  regard  to  the  first  of  these  charges,  Arnold 
alleged  that  the  person  who  applied  for  the  pro- 
lection  of  the  vessel,  hail  taken  the  oath  of  al- 
le^ance  to  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania  required 
by  the  laws ;  that  he  wiis  not  residing  in  Phil- 
adelphia  at  the  time,  but  had  applied  on  behalf 
of  himself  and  a  company,  and  that  the  intentions 
of  thut  person  and  his  associates  with  regard  to 
the  vessel  and  cargo  appeared  to  he  upright. 

As  ta  his  having  granted  the  permission  wilh- 
oat  the  knowledge  of  the  commander-in-chief, 
though  present  in  the  camp,  Aruold  alleged  that 
it  was  customary  in  ilie  army  for  general  officers 
to  grant  passes  and  protections  to  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States,  friendly  to  the  same,  and  that 
the  protection  was  |^ven  iii  the  present  iusLiuce, 
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tn  present  the  soldiery  from  plai 
ael  and  nargo,  coming  from  &  gtbi.'e  m  possesitw 
of  the  enemj',  until  the  pniper  anihoriry  could 
f^e  eognixance  of  the  matter. 

\r  r^ird  to  the  eeconil  choice,  vklle  it  was 
^OTcd  that  muleT  )m  authority  w-.^iia  bul  heva 
■D  osed,  it  waa  allowed  in  exiemiatioa,  chat  th^j 
bad  been  employed  at  private  expense,  •cl  with- 
out  any  design  to  delraiid  the  pubUc  or  impede 
the  mihlary  service. 

In  r^ard  to  both  drarges,  notbing  trautloleat 
fin  the  part  of  Arnold  was  proved,  Imt  ihe  trans- 
aetion*  mvolved  id  the  first  were  prunouui.'ed  ir- 
regular, and  coatrajy  to  ooe  of  the  ariides  of 
war;  and  in  the  secood,  impradenc  and  reprehen- 
inble,  eonsidering  the  high  atiition  ocmpieil  bjr 
tbe  general  at  the  time ;  and  the  court  sentenced 
Um  to  be  repriinanded  hj  the  commander-in- 
chief.  Tbe  seutencr  was  confirmed  b;  Congress 
DO  the  12th  of  Febroary  (17S0). 

We  have  forborne  lo  go  iaio  all  the  particulars 
of  this  triid,  hot  we  have  considered  them  atten- 
tively, discharging  fi'om  our  minds,  us  much  as 
pOMible,  alt  imprtissions  produced  by  Arnold's 
■nbaei(uent  liisiory,  and  we  are  surprised  To  tiud, 
after  tbe  boHtility  manifested  against  him  by  the 
conndl  of  Fennsylrania,  and  their  extraordinary 
mctsare  to  poMess  ihe  public  mind  agaiosl  him, 
how  venial  are  tbe  trespasses  of  which  he  stood 
oodvIcUkI. 

Hb  may  have  given  personal  ofieo^e  by  his 
anutning  vanity  ;  by  the  arrogant  exen-'L^e  of  his 
oUliUry  BUlbority;   be   may  have  displeased  by 
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Ilis  osteutation,  and  awakened  dlBlrust  by  liia 
speculadng  propensities ;  but  as  yet  his  putriot- 
ism  was  untnieBliooeil.  No  tuqiitmle  hiul  been 
proved  against  him ;  his  briiliuut  exploits  shed 
a  spleudor  round  his  name,  and  lie  appeared  be- 
fore the  public,  a  soldier  crippled  in  ibeir  service. 
All  these  should  have  pleaded  in  his  furor,  should 
have  produced  mdnlgeoce  of  bis  errors,  and  mit- 
ifpted  that  animosity  which  he  always  couleudod 
had  been  the  cause  of  his  ruin. 

ITie  reprimund  adjudged  by  tlie  court-martial 
was  administered  by  Wu^hingUin  with  consummate 
delicacy.  The  followinj;  were  his  wonls,  as  re- 
peated by  SL  de  Marbois,  the  French  secretary 
of  legation :  — 

"Our  proftission  is  the  chastest  uf  all:  even 

the  shadow  of  a  &ult  tarnishes  the  lustre  of  our 

finest  achievements.     The  least  inadvertence  may 

rob  us  of  the  public  favor,  so  hard  to  l>e  acquii'ed- 

reprehend  you  for  having  forgotten,  that,  in 

proportion  as  you  had  rendered  yourself  formid- 

I  able     to  our  enemies,   you    should     have    been 

i  gnaiHlfd  and  temperate  in  your  deportment  U>- 

l  wards  your  fellow-dtlnens. 

"  Exhibit  anew  those  noble  qitalitiea  whicfi 
r  bare  placed  you  on  the  list  of  our  most  valued 
I  OOmmiinderB.  I  will  myself  furnish  you,  as  far 
I U  it  may  Im?  in  my  power,  with  op^iortuuiiJes  of 
I  ragaining  the  esteem  of  your  country." 

A.  reprimand  so  mild  and  considerate,  aceom- 
pBuied  by  such  high  eulogiums  and  generous 
prominea,  mL;{ht  have  had  a  favorable  efTect  upon 
Arnold,  had  he  been  in  a  iliffcrent  frame  of  mind ; 
but  he  had  persuaded  him&df  that  the  court  would 
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incline  in  bis  fkvor  and  acquit  htm  altogether: 
and  he  resented  deeply  a  seotence,  which  he  pro- 
[t  agHinst  as  anmerited.  His  reseDtraeot  was 
aggravated  hj  deluj's  in  the  settlement  of  his  ac- 
connta,  as  he  de|ietided  npoc  the  sums  he  daimed 
as  dne  to  him,  for  the  payment  of  debts  hj  which 
be  was  harosi^.  In  following  the  matter  np, 
he  became  a  wea:'j,  and  probably  irritable,  appli- 
t  the  balls  of  Congress,  and,  we  are  told, 
gave  great  offense  lo  members  by  his  importa- 
nity,  while  he  wore  oat  the  patience  of  bis  fHends ; 
but  public  bodies  are  prone  to  be  offendeii  by  the 
importunity  of  baffled  claimanUi.  und  the  pulience 
of  friends  is  seldom  proof  a^inst  the  reiterated 
story  of  a  man's  prolonged  diflicultios. 

In  the  month  of  March,  we  find  him  intent  ou 
r  and  advenhiroua  project  He  bad  pro- 
posed to  [he  Board  of  Admiralty  an  expedition, 
requiring  several  ships  of  war  and  iliree  or  four 
hundred  land  troops,  offering  to  take  command 
of  it  should  it  be  carried  into  etfi^ct,  as  bis 
woimds  ntill  <lisabled  him  from  duty  on  land. 
Waahidgtori,  wlio  knew  bis  abilities  in  either 
ts  diB[>oseil  to  &vor  his  proposition, 
but  the  scheme  fell  through  from  the  impossibil- 
ity of  s|>aring  the  requisite  number  of  men  from 
the  army.  What  Arnold's  ultimate  designs  might 
linvo  been  in  seeking  such  a  command,  are  ren- 
derti'i  prolilcniutionl  by  his  subsequent  conduct. 
On  till!  fiiilure  of  the  project,  he  requested  and 
ubiiiineil  from  Washington  leave  of  al>seiice  from 
the  army  for  the  summer,  there  being,  he  said, 
little  prospi«t  of  an  active  tampiiigri,  and  his 
wounds  unfitting  him  for  the  Seld. 
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BH£  return  of  Bpring  brought  little  alle- 
•  viutioD  to  tlie  Bufl'eritigB  of  the  army  tit 
I  Morriswwn.  All  nieiuis  of  supplying 
its  irants  or  recruiting  its  ranks  nere  pitrnlyzed 
by  tlie  continued  depreciation  of  the  currency. 
While  Wtwhiiigton  a«w  his  forces  graJunlly  di- 
nauiEbing,  his  Bolidtude  whs  intensely  excited  for 
ttiB  safety  of  tlie  SoulherD  Stutes.  The  rejider 
will  recsll  the  depHrtum  from  New  York,  iu  die 
latter  port  of  December,  of  the  fleet  of  Admiral 
ArbatliDot  with  lie  army  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
destined  for  ilie  subjng&tioa  of  South  Curolina. 
"The  richness  of  tiie  country,"  snys  Colontl 
Tarletun,  in  his  history  of  the  campaign,  "  its 
vicinity  lo  Geor^a,  and  its  distance  from  General 
Washington,  pointed  out  the  advantage  and  fiicil- 
ity  of  its  conquest.  While  it  would  be  an  un- 
speakable loss  to  the  Americans,  the  possession  of 
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it  ivoalil  leni!  m  aecare  to  the  crown  the  soiith- 
em  part  of  the  connnent  which  strelchps  beyonii 
it.~  k  was  preaamed  tbat  tlie  aabjiigarion  of  it 
woalil  be  an  easy  task.  The  popabdoD  was 
wanty  Rir  the  ezteot  of  the  country,  and  waa 
■niiHe  up  of  emigrants,  or  the  descenrhuits  of 
emigrants,  from  Tariuos  hada  and  of  various 
nations :  Hnguenota,  who  had  emigrated  Irom 
Fraa<.-e  aAer  the  revocitioa  of  ciie  e<Uct  of 
Nantz ;  Oennans,  from  the  Palatinate  :  Irish 
Pmtestiuits,  who  had  re<KiTed  grants  of  land 
(nmt  tlie  crown ;  Scotch  Highlanders  transported 
hither  nfter  the  disastraoa  bottle  of  Culloden ; 
DnUJ)  colonials,  who  had  left  New  Tort,  after 
ita  aobmaaioa  to  Engbnd,  and  been  settled  here 
ea  botm^  lands- 
Some  of  these  foreign  elements  might  be  hos- 
tile to  Britisfa  di^niiiadon,  but  others  wonlil  be 
bvorafale.  There  was  a  large  da^g,  too.  chat  had 
been  bom  or  had  poised  mnch  of  their  lives  in 
Eoglund.  who  reLiined  for  it  a  Gliul  affection, 
■poke  of  it  as  ftone,  and  sent  their  childrefl  to 
be  edncateil  there. 

The  nnmber  of  slaves  within  the  province  and 
of  savages  on  its  western  frontier,  together  with 
tia  wide  extent  of  tmprotected  sea-cossi,  were 
eneonrsgements  ta  an  invasion  by  sea  and  land. 
Little  eombiiuition  of  militia  and  yeomanry  need 
be  apprehended  from  a  population  sparsely  scat- 
■  leml,  and  where  the  settlements  nere  widely 
arparal^  by  swntnpa  ami  forests.  Washington 
«>•  in  no  cnndition  to  render  prompt  and  effec- 
tiul  relief^  bb  anny  being  at  a  vast  distance,  and 
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considered,  as  "  in  a  grcnt  measure  bniken  it[)." 
The  British,  on  the  contr.iry,  had  t.lie  iid\'iiiiliige 
of  their  nuYiil  Torte,  "  there  heing  nothing  ihfn 
in  tlie  American  »eas  which  could  even  venture 
to  look  at  it"  1 

Snch  were  some  of  the  coneidenitiona  which 
promiil«<l  llie  enemy  to  tliis  cKpeditiou ;  unA 
which  giive  Wushingloli  great  anxiety  concorii- 
ingiL 

General  Lincoln  wds  in  command  at  Charles- 
ton, hut  uncertain  as  jet  of  the  designs  of  the 
enemy,  and  nt  a  loss  what  course  to  pursue. 
Diffident  of  himself,  and  accustomed  to  defer  to 
the  wisdom  of  WHshington,  he  turns  to  him  in 
his  present  perplexity.  "  It  ia  among  my  mis- 
fortunes," writes  he,  modestly  {Januiiry  23d), 
*■  that  I  am  not  near  enough  to  your  ExeellL-ncy 
to  have  the  advantage  of  your  advice  and  direc- 
tion. I  fed  my  own  insufficiency  and  want  of 
experienc-e.  1  can  promisu  jou  nothing  but  a 
disposition  to  serve  my  country.  If  this  town 
should  1«  attacked,  aa  now  threatened,  I  know 
my  duty  will  call  me  to  defend  it,  as  long  as 
opposition  call  he  of  any  avuil.  I  hope  my  iu- 
cliimtion  will  coincide  with  my  duty." 

Tlie  voyage  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  proved  long 
and  tempestuous,  'Flie  ships  weii:  dispei'sed. 
Several  fell  into  llie  imnda  of  Ilio  Americans. 
One  ordnance  vessel  (uundereil.  Must  of  the 
artillery  horws,  and  all  those  of  the  cavalry 
pe^ishl^d>  The  scattered  ships  rejoined  each 
other  about  the  end  of  Janmtry,  at  Tylice  Bay 
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board  a  great  part  of  the  army,  sailed  under  c 
\oj  oil  the  lOtli  of  Feiirniiry,  from  Sw 
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North   Edisi 


Sound,  where   the  I 


<\m 


I 


I  troops   ' 

barked  on  the  lltb,  on  SL  John's  Talnnd,  about 
tliirty  miles  below  Charleston.  Thence,  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  set  out  for  the  banks  of  Ashley 
River,  opjwsite  to  the  city,  while  a  part  of  the 
fleet  proceeded  round  by  sea,  for  the  purpose  of 
blotiknduig  the  harbor.  The  advance  of  Sir 
Henry  was  slow  and  cautious.  Much  lime  was 
consamt^  by  him  in  fortifying  intermediate  port&, 
to  keep  np  a  secure  communication  with  the  fleet. 
He  ordered  irom  Savannah  all  the  troops  that 
could  be  spared,  and  wrote  to  KnyphiiuBen  at 
New  York,  for  reinforcements  from  that  place. 
Every  precaution  wna  taken  by  him  to  insure 
against  a  second  repulse  from  before  Charleston, 
which  might  prove  fatal   to  his  military  reputa- 

General  Lincoln  look  lulvantage  of  llii.i  rIow- 
Deas  on  the  part  of  his  assailant,  to  extend  and 
Blrengtben  the  works.  Charleston  stanils  at  the 
end  of  an  isthmus  formed  by  the  Ashley  and 
Cooper  rivers.  Beyond  the  main  works  on  the 
laud  side  he  cut  a  canal,  from  one  to  the  other 
of  the  swamps  which  bonier  these  rivers.  In 
xdvunce  of  the  canal  were  two  rows  of  abatis 
awl  B  doable  picketed  ditch.  Within  the  canal, 
aod  between  it  and  the  main  works,  were  strong 
redoabls  and  batteries,  lo  o|)en  a  flankiu<r  fire  oo 
any  approaching  column,  while  lui  inclosed  horn- 
work  of  masonry  formed  a.  kind  of  citadel. 

A  stiuadron  commanded  by  Commodore  Whip- 
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pie,  and  composed  of  nine  ve^seb  of  wnr,  of  vs- 
rioos  sizes,  the  largest  niounCing  forty^-four  gimt, 
waa  to  cod|)erate  with  forts  Moultrie  and  Jotra- 
slon,  and  the  various  batteries,  in  tbe  defense  of 
the  harbor.  They  were  to  lie  before  the  bar  so 
aa  lo  coramand  the  entrance  of  it.  Great  reli- 
ance &lso  was  placed  on  the  bar  itself,  which  it 
was  thought  no  ship-of-the-line  coulil  pass. 

Governor  Rutledge,  a  man  eminent  fiir  talents, 
pntriolism,  firmness,  and  decision,  was  clothed  with 
diclBlorial  powers  during  the  present  crisis ;  he 
had  calleil  out  the  militia  of  tlie  State,  and  it  was 
supposed  they  would  duly  obey  the  call.  Lar^ 
reinforcements  of  troops  also  were  eipecte<l  from 
the  Norlli.  Under  all  ihese  circumstances.  Gen- 
eral Lincoln  yielded  to  the  entreaties  of  the  in- 
habitants, and  instead  of  remaining  with  his  army 
in  the  open  country,  as  he  had  intended,  shat 
himself  up  with  them  in  the  place  tor  its  defense, 
leaving  merely  his  cnralry  and  two  hnndred  light 
troops  nuifiide,  who  were  lo  hover  aliout  the  en- 
emy and  prevent  small  parties  from  muniDding. 

It  was  not  until  the  t2tb  of  March  that  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  ctTected  his  tardy  ajiproacfa,  and 
took  up  II  pomtion  on  Charleston  Neck,  a  few 
miles  above  the  town.  Admiral  Arbnihnot  soon 
sbowe<I  an  intention  of  introducing  his  sliijis  into 
the  harbor ;  bnrricaiiing  ilieir  waists,  anchoring 
them  in  a  sittmlion  where  tliey  miglit  take  advan- 
tage of  the  first  favorable  spring-tide,  and  fixing 
buoys  on  the  bar  for  their  piidanw.  Commo- 
dore Whipple  hud  by  this  time  ascertained  by 
sounding  that  a  wrong  idea  had  prevailed  of  the 
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depth  of  waler  in  the  harlwr,  awl  that  liis  sliips 
could  not  anchor  neai'er  tlian  within  three  milea 
of  the  bar,  so  that  it  would  be  impOHsible  for  him 
to  defend  tlie  p&s9.ige  of  it.  He  quitlvd  his  sta- 
tion within  it,  therefore,  after  having  destroyed 
a  i^rt  of  the  enemy's  buoya,  and  look  a  position 
where  bis  ships  might  be  abreast,  atid  form  a 
cross-fire  with  the  batteries  of  Fort  Moullrie, 
where  Colonel  Finokuey  commanded. 

Washington  was  iiiforme<l  of  these  fdtls  bj  let- 
ters from  hia  former  nide'de-iTamp,  Colonel  Luur* 
ens,  who  was  in  ChiLrlestou  at  the  time.  The 
information  caiiaeil  uriiioua  forebodings.  "The 
imprxcticability  of  defending  the  biir,  I  fear, 
Amounts  to  the  loss  of  tlie  town  ami  garrison," 
writes  he  iu  reply.  "  It  really  nppeara  to  me, 
tliat  the  propriety  of  allemptiug  to  defend  the 
town,  dependeil  on  ihe  probability  of  defending 
the  bar,  and  that  when  this  ceased,  the  attempt 
ought  to  have  been  relinquished."  The  same 
opinion  was  expressed  by  liiin  in  a  letter  to 
Buron  Steuben ;  "  bat  at  this  distance,"  adds 
he  considerately,  "  we  can  form  a  lery  imper- 
fect judgment  of  iis  propriety  or  neceanity.  I 
liave  the  greatest  reliance  in  General  Lincoln's 
pradetice,  but  I  cannot  forbear  dreading  the  event." 

Uis  solicitude  for  the  safety  of  the  South  was 
Increased,  hy  bearing  of  the  embarkation  at  New 
York  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  British  and 
Hessiait  troo|is,  mider  Lord  Rawdon,  reinforce- 
ments for  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  It  seemed  evident 
the  enemy  intendcl  to  push  their  ojicratiiins  with 
rigor  at  tlie  South;  perhaps,  to  make  it  the  priu- 
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dpal  theatre  of  the  war.  "  We  are  i 
sa'd  Washington,  "  to  experience  the  falal  conse- 
quences of  ihe  policy  which  delayed  calling  upon 
the  States  for  their  iiiiotas  of  men  in  time  to  ar- 
range and  prepare  them  for  the  duties  of  the 
field.  What  to  do  for  the  Southern  States,  irith- 
ont  involving  consequences  equally  alarming  in 
this  quarter,  I  know  noi." 

Glnilly  would  he  have  hastened  to  the  Sonlh 
in  person,  but  at  this  moment  his  ntmoBi  vigi- 
lance was  required  to  keep  watch  upon  Mew 
York  nnd  maintain  the  security  of  the  Hudwn, 
the  viral  part  of  the  conrederacy.  The  weak 
Blate  of  the  American  meaun  of  warfare  in  both 
qunrltirs,  presented  a  choice  of  difBcuhies.  The 
South  needed  support.  Could  the  North  give  it 
without  exposing  ilaelf  to  ruin,  since  ihe  enemy, 
by  means  of  their  ships,  could  smldenly  unite 
their  forc«s,  and  fall  upon  any  point  that  they 
might  consider  weak  ?  Such  were  iLe  perplexi- 
ties lo  whicli  he  was  continually  subjected,  in  hav- 
ing, with  scanty  meann,  \fi  provide  for  Ihe  security 
of  a  vast  extent  of  country,  asA  willi  land  farces 
mewly,  to  contend  with  an  amplitbioiis  enemy. 

"  Congress  will  better  conceive  in  how  deli- 
cate a  siiiiation  we  stand,"  writes  he,  "  when  I 
inform  Ihem,  that  the  whole  nperalini!  force  pres- 
ent on  this  and  the  other  side  of  the  North  River, 
nmountfl  only  lo  ten  thousand  four  hundred  rank 
and  flic,  of  which  about  two  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred will  have  completed  their  term  of  service  by 
the  last  of  May;  while  the  enemy's  regular  force 
at  New  York  and  its  dependencies,  must  amouni. 
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Looking,  however,  aa  Ufluol,  lo  the  gofjd  of  the 
tvhole  Uuioii,  he  delcrmiued  lo  leave  something  at 
hazard  iti  the  Middle  States,  where  the  coiiotry 
was  internally  BO  Strong,  aud  yield  fiirtiicr  succor 
to  Uio  Souihem  Sinles,  >rhicti  Imd  not  equni 
military  advaiitHges.  With  the  coiiseol  of  Con- 
gress, therefore,  he  put  tlie  Maryluiid  line  under 
maruhing  orders,  logeiher  with  the  Delaware 
regimeul,  which  acted  with  it  and  the  Hrsl  reg- 
iment of  artillery. 

The  Baron  De  Kalb,  now  at  the  head  of  the 
Maryland  division,  was  instructed  to  conduct  this 
detachment  with  all  haste  to  the  aid  of  General 
Lincoln.  He  might  not  arrive  in  time  to  pre- 
vent lite  fait  of  Charleston,  but  he  might  assist 
to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  enemy  and  i>uve  the 
Oarolinas. 

Washington  had  been  put  upon  his  guard  of 
late  against  intrigues,  furming  by  members  of 
ibe  old  Conway  Cabal,  who  intended  lo  lake  ad- 
vantage of  every  military  disaster  lo  dewlroy  con- 
fidence in  him.  Bia  steady  mind,  however,  was 
not  to  be  shnkcn  by  su^iiicion.  "  Agitiiist  in- 
trigues of  this  kind  inciJent  to  every  man  of  a 
public  station,"  said  he,  "  bis  beat  supjwrt  will  bo 
1  Letter  lo  the  PreBlduit,  April  3d. 
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a  fulhful  iliscliarge  of  his  duty,  and  lie  must  rely 
on  ihe  juBlice  of  his  country  for  the  oveut." 

His  feelings  bI  the  present  Juncture  are  ad- 
raimhly  expressed  iu  n  letter  to  the  Baron  Aa 
SUuben.  "  The  prospect,  my  dear  Bnron,  is 
gloomy,  and  the  storm  threatens,  but  I  hope  we 
shall  extricate  ourselves,  and  bring  everything  to 
R  pro±>perous  issue.  I  hare  been  so  inured  to 
difficulties,  in  the  course  of  this  contest,  that  I 
have  leurned  to  look  upon  them  with  more  tran- 
quillity than  Ibnuerly.  Those  which  now  pre^nt 
themselves,  no  doubt  require  vigorous  exertions 
lo  overcome  \hBxa,  and  J  am  far  fiom  despairing 
of  doing  it." ' 

1   Wft^ington-i  WrUiusi,  vii.  10. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

ETils  of  Ibe  Coalinental  Currency.—  Blilitacy  Refbrmi  pro- 
pOHd  by  Withinglon.  —  CongreM  Jeiloiii  of  Mili(»iy 
PowBf. —  ComtiiilleB  of  Three  «en(  lo  confer  with  W»shine- 
ton.  —  LowH  tiy  DepraciatioD  of  Ihe  Carreary  to  b«  made 
IjDod  to  Ihn  Trnnps.  —  Arrival  of  Lafajelle.  —  Scheme  for 
*  f^iinbimwl  AtUck  upcra  New  York.  ~  Arnold  hu  Dobh 
tnd  Difficulties.  — Tli*  PmpoMla  to  Ihe  French  Minister — 
Aniinn-i  lo  return  to  llic  Army,  —  Mutiny  of.the  CoiiDccli- 
tot  Tronp". —  WurJiinglon  writes  to  Rocd  for  Aid  from 
Penniyiruiiii.  —  Giiod  USectn  of  his  t^tier. 

JE  hnvt  ciied  Ibe  deprecinlion  of  llie  cur- 
rency ns  a  niHiii  aiu«e  of  the  difficuUiea 
Biid  (lislreaBta  of  t\iii  army.  The  Iroops 
were  pnid  in  pnper  iiiuiicy  iti  its  iiomintil  vnlue. 
A  nietnorinl  of  the  offieera  of  the  Jersey  line  lo 
the  Icgi^lnture  of  their  Sliile,  repres«Dteit  the  ile- 
precittlioii  lo  be  so  grent,  ihiil  fuur  iiicmlhs'  pay 
of  n  privale  ^dier  woiiM  not  procure  fur  his 
family  a  single  bushel  of  wheat ;  the  pny  of  a 
colonel  would  not  punihase  ouls  fur  liia  lior^e.  And 
a  conimon  hiboror  or  express  rider  could  enrn 
four  limes  the  pay  tn  paper  of  an  American  of- 
ficer. 

Congress,  too,  in  its  ezigeiiciex,  being  destitute 
of  the  power  of  levying  taxes,  which  vested  in 
tl;e  Slate  govenimenls,  devolved  upon  those  gov- 
erumeulB,  in  their  separate  capadtieB,  the  buei- 
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ness  of  supporting  the  army.  This  produced  a 
great  ineqiialily  in  the  condition  of  tlie  troops ; 
according  to  the  meaas  and  the  degree  of  liberal- 
ity of  their  respective  States.  Some  States  fnr- 
niahed  their  troops  amply,  not  only  with  clothing, 
bat  with  many  eomforla  and  conveniences  ;  othflrs 
were  more  contracted  in  their  supplies ;  while 
Others  left  their  troops  almost  destitute.  Some  of 
the  Slates.  loo,  undertook  to  make  good  to  their 
troops  the  loss  in  tlieir  pay  caused  by  the  depre- 
dation of  the  curreney.  As  this  nas  not  general, 
it  increased  the  inequality  of  condition.  Those 
who  furcd'worse  than  others  were  incensed,  not 
only  against  tlieir  own  State,  but  against  the  con- 
federacy. They  were  di.sgusted  with  a  service 
that  mitde  such  injurious  distinctions.  Some  of 
the  officers  resigned,  finding  it  impossible,  under 
actual  circumstances,  to  maiDtnin  nn  appearanae 
snltahle  to  their  rank.  The  men  had  not  this  re- 
source. They  murmnred  and  showed  a  tendency 
to  seditious  combinations. 

These,  and  Other  defects  in  the  military  sys- 
tem, were  pressed  by  Washington  upon  the  at- 
tention of  Congress  in  a  letter  to  the  president; 
"  It  were  devoutly  to  be  wished,"  observed  he, 
"  that  a  plan  could  be  devised  by  which  every- 
thing relating  to  the  army  could  be  conducted  on 
a  general  principle,  under  the  direction  of  Con- 
gress. This  alone  csn  give  harmony  and  coosig- 
tency  to  our  miliinry  estnbli.^hment,  and  I  am 
persuaded  it  will  be  iuHnilely  conducive  to  public 
economy."  ' 

1  IFoiAinjfon'i  IFnVinji,  Sparks,  vol.  vii.  p.  11. 
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In  consequence  of  ttjia  lelicr  it  wea  proposed 
iu  Cougresa  to  send  a  coramitlee  of  three;  of  JlB 
msmbers  lo  head-quarlurs  to  consult  witli  the 
commander-iii-cbier,  aud,  in  conjuiiciion  with  liim, 
la  elTect  sucb  refortiu  and  changes  in  ibe  various 
depart meuU  of  the  arnij  as  miglit  be  deemed 
necessiirj.  Warni  debutes  ensued.  Il  wm  ob- 
jected that  this  would  put  loo  muuli  power  into 
a  fev  baodB,  and  eapedally  into  those  of  the  ci>m- 
mander-itk-chief  1  "  Aat  his  influence  wot  already 
too  grteU ;  that  wen  Ai*  virtua  afforded  motives 
Jar  alarm ;  thai  the  tnlhwsiasm  vf  thi  armg, 
joined  lo  the  kind  of  dictalorship  alreaiii/  confided 
to  him,  put  Congreti  and  the  United  Slates  at  kit 
tnerey :  tiial  it  wat  not  expedient  to  expote  a  man 
vf  l/ie  higltttt  virtuex  to  such  ttmptations,"  ' 

Tlie  foregoing  passuge  from  a  dispatch  of  the 
French  minister  to  bin  government,  is  strongly 
illustrative  of  the  caulious  jealousy  still  existing 
in  Congress  witli  regard  lo  military  power,  even 
though  wielded  by  Wasliington. 

After  a.  prolonged  debate,  a  committee  of  three 
was  chosen  by  ballot  ;  it  consisted  of  General 
Scbuyler  and  Messrs.  John  Miithews  and  Na- 
thaniel Peabody.  It  whs  a  greiil  SHiisfnciiiin  to 
Wasliiuglon  to  have  bis  old  friend  and  coadjutor, 
Schuyler,  near  him  iii  this  capacity,  in  which,  he 
declared,  no  mau  oiuld  he  more  useful,  "  from 
Ilia  perfect  knowledge  of  the  resources  of  the  coun- 
try, the  activity  <^  bis  temper,  his  fruill'ulness  of 
oxpedienis,  and  his  sound  military  sense."  ^ 

1    Winhi-gbm't  Wii'/insii.  Spnrlia.vol.  vli,  p.  16. 
'  Wasliinetou  to  James  Dminc,  S[i»rks,  vii.  34. 
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Tbe  oomtnittee.  on  arriving  at  the  camp,  fonnd 
tbe  diMStrous  state  of  afiain  bail  not  beeo  exag- 
gerolt^-  For  five  months  the  arm;  had  been  un- 
paid. Every  department  was  destitute  a(  money 
or  credit;  there  were  rarely  pTOvisionB  for  six 
days  in  advance  ;  on  some  occasions  the  troops  had 
been  for  several  successive  days  orilhout  meat ; 
there  was  no  forage  ;  the  raedicHl  department  had 
Deither  tea.  chocolate,  wine,  nor  fpirlliioiis  liqnora 
of  any  kind.  "  Yet  the  men,"  said  Washington, 
"  have  home  their  distress  in  general,  with  a  firm- 
ness and  patience  never  exceeded,  and  eretj  oom- 
mendatioD  is  due  to  the  officers  for  encouraging 
them  lo  it  by  exhorlntioa  and  example.  rDicjr 
have  suffered  equnlly  with  the  men,  and.  their 
relative  siiuiitious  consiiiered,  mlher  more."  In- 
deed, we  have  it  from  another  aulhorily,  that 
many  olBcers  for  some  time  lived  on  breswl  and 
cheese,  rather  thiui  take  any  of  the  scanty  allow- 
ance  of  meat  from  the  men.' 

To  soothe  itie  discontents  of  the  army,  and 
connteract  the  alarming  effects  of  ttie  currency. 
Congress  noiv  adopted  the  measure  already  ob- 
serred  by  some  of  the  Slates,  and  engaged  lo 
make  good  to  the  conlinental  and  ihe  independ- 
ent troops  the  difference  in  the  value  of  their  pay 
caused  by  tliis  depreciuUun ;  and  Ihnt  all  moneys 
or  other  articles  heretofore  received  by  them, 
should  be  considered  as  advanced  on  account,  and 
comprehended  at  their  just  value  iu  the  final  set- 
tlement. 

1  Gen.  Witliiia  Lnins  lo  Jo.ieph  Rccd.    Rwd't  .Vfinni'n,  vol. 
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At  thix  gloomy  crisis  came  a  letter  A'um  the 
Mftrquis  de  Lara; elle,  dnCed  April  27lh,  niitiouti- 
cing  hiii  arrival  at  Boston.  Washirjgtoii'a  eyes, 
we  ore  told,  were  EuS'uaed  with  tears  as  he  read 
tliis  most  welcome  epiailc,  and  the  wanuih  with 
which  he  replied  lo  it,  ahowed  lijs  alfeciiouate  re- 
gard for  this  young  nobleman.  "  I  received  your 
letter,"  writes  he,  "  wiiii  all  the  joy  that  the  sin- 
cerest  frietid!>hip  could  dictate,  and  with  that  im- 
patience which  an  ardt:ut  desire  to  Bee  you  could 

not  Tail  to  inspire I  most  sincerely 

ooDgratotate  you  on  your  safe  arriviil  in  America, 
and  shall  embrace  you  with  all  the  warmth  of  an 
atfeclionate  friend  when  you  come  to  head-quar- 
ters, wliere  a  bed  is  prepared  for  you." 

He   would   immediately   have  sent  a  troop  of 
horae  lo  ei^irt  the  marquis  through  the  tory  set- 
tlements   between    Morrtalown  and   the    lludsan, 
I  had  he  known  the  route  he  iiiieiided  to  tiike  i  liie 
wever,  arrived  safe  at  head-quarterB  on 
Llhe  12lh  of  Miiy.  where  he  was  welcomed  with 
DUD,  ibr  he  was  popular  with  both  otli- 
Kwrs  and  soldiera.      Washington   folded  him   in  his 
'ii  a  truly  parental  embrace,  aud  they  were 
a  oloseled  together  to  talk  over  the  stale  of  af- 
1,  when  Lafayette  made  knowD  the  result  of  his 
iiit  to  France.    His  generous  eSurts  at  court  had 
0  crowned  with  success,  mid  he  brought  the  an- 
'  iinatiiig  inielligerice  that  a  French  fleet,  under  the 

Chevalier  de  Ternay,  was  lo  put  to  sea  early  in 

Eirfnging  a  body  of  troops  under  the  Count 
harobeau,  and  might  soon  be  expected  ou 
it  lo  cuoperale  with  the  American  forces  ; 
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this,  howerer,  he  was  at  liberty  to  ronke  known 
only  to  WashingloQ  and  Congress. 

Bemaining  but  a  single  day  at  k«ad-(((i&rten, 
he  haaCened  oa  to  the  »eat  of  goTernmenl,  where 
he  met  the  reception  which  his  |!eneroii?  eothu- 
•ia>TR  in  rbe  cause  nf  AmerioiD  lodtpendence  had 
*o  folly  merited.  Congress,  in  a  resolution  on  ibe 
16th  of  Mnj,  pronounced  his  return  lo  America 
to  rCBDnK  bis  command  a  fresh  pmofof  the  dig- 
iDteresled  zeal  and  pet^ererin^  attachtnciit  which 
had  secured  him  the  public  cnn6denee  and  np- 
plause,  Biid  received  with  pleasure  a  -■  lender  of 
the  further  services  of  so  gallant  and  meritorious 
an  officer." 

Within  three  days  aher  the  departure  of  the 
marquis  from  Morristown,  Washtnglon,  in  a  let- 
ter K>  him,  gave  his  idea  of  the  plan  which  it 
wonld  be  proper  for  the  French  fleel  auJ  army  (o 
pursae  on  their  arrival  npon  the  amst.  The  re- 
daction (if  New  Yort  be  consiilered  the  first  enter- 
prise (o  be  allempled  by  ibe  codpemling  forces. 
The  whole  effective  land  force  of  the  enemy  he 
estrraale^I  at  about  eight  thousand  regulars  and 
four  thousand  refugees,  with  ^ome  militia,  on 
which  no  great  dependence  could  be  plticed. 
Their  nnval  force  consisted  of  one  seventy-four 
gnu  ship,  and  three  or  four  small  frigates.  In 
this  situation  of  affairs  the  French  fleet  might  ea- 
ter  the  harbor  and  gain  possession  of  it  withoul 
difficulty,  cut  off  its  communicnlious,  »ni  with  the 
(XMperation  of  the  American  army,  oblige  the  city 
U)  capitulate.  He  advised  La&yeite,  iherefore, 
e  to  tbe  French  oommanders,  urgiug  tben^ 
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on  their  Brrival  on  Ihe  coast,  to  proceed  with  their 
land  ttcd  iiavhI  forces,  with  all  expeditiou,  to  Sandy 
Hook,  and  there  await  further  advices;  ahoiild 
they  learn,  however,  that  thfl  expedition  under 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  returned  from  the  South 
to  New  York,  they  were  to  proceed  to  Rhode  IbI- 

General  Arnold  was  at  this  time  in  Philadel- 
phin,  aud  his  connection  with  subsequent  events 
requires  a  few  words  coneerniug  liis  mreer,  daily 
becoming  more  perplexed.  He  had  again  pe- 
titioni'd  Congress  on  the  subject  of  his  accounts. 
The  Board  of  Treasury  had  made  a  report  far 
short  of  his  wi.'^hes.  He  bad  appealed,  and  bis 
appeal,  together  wilb  all  the  documents  cormecied 
with  the  case,  was  referred  h>  a  commillee  of 
three.  The  old  doubts  and  diflicuhies  conliuued : 
there  was  no  prosjiecl  of  a  speedy  settlement ;  he 
was  in  extremity.  The  French  minister,  M.  de 
LuEernc,  was  at  baud  i  a  generous-spirited  man, 
who  had  manifested  Rdmiration  of  his  military 
clioracter.  To  him  Arnold  now  repaire<l  in  his 
exigency ;  made  a  passionate  representation  of 
the  hardships  of  bis  L-nRe  ;  the  inveterate  hostility 
be  bad  experienced  fi-om  Pennsylvania  ;  tbe  in- 
gmiitude  of  his  country;  the  disorder  brought 
into  his  private  affairs  by  the  war,  and  the  neces- 
sily  he  should  be  driven  to  of  abandoning  his  pro- 
fe&iion,  unless  he  could  borrow  a  sum  equal  to  the 
amount  of  his  debts.  Such  s  loan,  be  biiimated, 
it  might  be  the  interest  of  the  hing  of  France  (o 
grant,  thereby  securing  the  attachment  and  grati- 
tude of  an  American  general  of  his  rank  and  iu- 
Bnenca 
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The  French  i 

timftlioii,  but  he 


niniHter  was  loo  much  of  a  di- 
lot  lo  uDderstand  ihe  bearing  of  the  in- 
lilt  he  Hhrank  from  it,  okierving  thiit 
llie  sei'vice  retjuired  would  degrade  both  parties. 

"  When  (he  envoy  of  a  foreign  power,"  said  he, 
"gives,  or  IF  you  wiil,  lenda  money,  it  ig  ordinarily 
to  corrupt  those  who  receive  it,  and  to  make  them 
the  crealurea  of  [lie  sovereign  whom  he  Bervea ; 
or  rather,  he  corrupts  without  persuading;  lie 
bnys  and  does  not  oecure.  But  the  league  entered 
into  between  the  hing  and  the  United  Slates,  is 
the  work  of  justice  and  of  the  wisest  policy.  It 
has  for  its  basis  a  reciprocal  interest  and  good- 
will. In  the  mission  with  which  1  am  charged, 
my  true  glory  consists  in  fulfilling  it  without  in- 
trigue or  cabal ;  without  resorting  to  any  secret 
practices,  and  by  (he  force  aloue  of  the  coudilions 
of  the  alliance." 

M.  de  Luzerne  endeavored  lo  soften  this  repulse 
and  reproof,  by  complimenting  Arnold  on  the 
splendor  of  his  past  unreer,  and  by  nlluiling  to  tbe 
6eld  of  glory  still  before  bim  ;  but  the  pressure 
of  debts  was  not  to  be  lighleued  by  compliments, 
and  Arnold  retired  from  the  interview,  a  mortified 
and  desperule  man. 

He  was  in  this  mood  when  he  heard  of  (he 
expected  arrival  of  aid  from  Prance,  and  the  talk 
of  an  active  campaign.  It  seemed  as  if  his  mili- 
tary ambition  was  once  more  aroused.  To  Gen- 
eral Schuyler,  who  was  about  to  visit  the  camp  as 
one  of  the  committee,  he  wrote  ou  the  25lh  of 
May,  expressing  a  determination  to  rejoin  the 
army,  although  his  wounds  still  made  it  painful  lo 
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wnlk  or  ride,  and  iDiiniated,  that,  in  his  preseuC 
CDiidition.  [he  comraHnd  at  West  Point  would  b« 
best  euileJ  to  liim. 

Ill  rejily,  General  Schuyler  wrote  from  Morns- 
town,  .Iiine  2d,  that  he  hml  put  Arnold's  letler 
into  Washitjglon's  Iiniids,  and  added :  "  Hu  ex- 
preawl  n  desire  to  do  whaieyer  was  agreenbia  to 
yon,  dwelt  on  your  abilities,  yonr  nierils,  your 
sufferings,  and  on  the  well-earned  claiinfi  yon  liiive 
on  your  country,  and  intimated,  tbnt  as  soon  aa 
bis  arm  I  laments  for  the  campaign  should  lake 
place,  he  would  properly  consider  you," 

III  [lie  tnean  lirne,  the  army  with  which  Wash- 
ingtou  WHS  [o  coilpernle  in  the  projected  attack 
upon  New  York,  waa  so  reduced  by  the  departure 
of  troops  whose  terra  had  expired,  and  llie  tardi- 
ness in  furnishing  recruits,  that  it  did  not  amount 
quite  to  four  thousand  rank  and  file,  fit  for  duty. 
Among  these  was  a  prevalent  discontent.  Their 
pay  WHS  tire  months  in  arrear:  if  now  paid,  it 
would  be  in  Contineutitl  currency,  without  hIIow- 
ance  for  deprecintion,  cotiscquenlly,  almost  worth- 
less for  present  purposes. 

A  liin;|  interval  of  scarcity  and  several  days  of 
aclunl  tainirie,  brought  matters  to  a  crisis.  On 
the  Idih  of  May.  iu  the  duak  of  the  evening,  two 
regioienls  of  the  Connecticut  line  assembled  on 
tlieir  parade  by  l)eHt  of  drum,  and  dec1are<)  llieir 
intention  to  march  home  bag  and  baggage,  "or, 
at  best,  to  gain  subsistence  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet."  Colonel  Bleigs,  while  endeavoring  to 
suppress  tiie  mutiny,  was  :«truck  by  one  of  the 
(oldicrs.     Some  officers  of  the  Fennsylvania  liue 
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came  lo  bis  asBistatice,  parading  their  regiments. 
Every  argument  and  eipostuUiion  was  used  with 
the  mutineers.  Tliey  were  reminilei]  of  their 
past  good  conduct,  of  the  noble  objects  for  which 
they  were  contending,  unci  of  the  future  indemni- 
flcationa  promised  by  Congress.  Their  answer  was, 
that  their  sufferings  were  too  great  to  be  allayed 
by  promises,  in  which  they  iiad  little  faith  ;  diey 
wanted  present  relief,  aiii)  some  present  substantial 
recompense  for  their  serricea. 

It  WHS  with  difficulty  they  could  be  prevailed 
upon  to  return  to  their  huia.  Indeed,  a  few 
turned  out  a  second  time,  with  their  piicks.  and 
were  not  to  be  pacitied.  These  were  arrested  aud 
confined. 

This  mutiny,  Washington  declared,  had  given 
him  infinitely  more  concern  than  anything  that 
had  ever  hnppened,  especially  as  he  hail  no  means 
of  paying  the  troops  excepting  in  Continental 
money,  which,  said  he,  "  is  evidently  impracticable 
from  the  immense  quantity  it  would  require  to 
pay  them  ns  much  as  would  make  up  the  depre- 
ciation." His  aneasiness  was  increased  by  finding 
that  printed  handbills  were  secretly  disseminated 
in  his  camp  by  the  enemy,  containing  addresses 
to  the  soldiery,  persuading  them  to  desert.' 

In  this  alarming  slate  of  destiiuiion,  Washing- 
ton looked  around  anxiously  for  bread  for  his 
famishing  troops.  New  York,  Jersey,  Penn- 
sylviitiia,  and  ]tlary1niid,  were  what  he  termed  bis 
"  flour  country."  Vii-ginia  was  surticienrly  tasked 
10  supply  the  Suulli.     New  York,  by  legislative 

1  Letter  to  tlie  rretiileiil  ur  Coag.,  Mif  ST.  Spirkt,  vii.  Gl. 
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coercion,  bad  atrenily  given  atl  that  she 
spare  from  ihe  eu)K>ist«tice  of  her  irihiibitantB. 
Jersey  whs  exhanBteil  hy  l)ie  long  resideoc^  of  the 
annj.  Mnryland  had  made  great  exertions,  and 
might  siill  do  somelhiog  more,  and  Delaware 
might  contribule  bHiiditoinely,  io  proportion  to  her 
extent:  boi  PennBylvaoia  waa  now  the  diief  cle- 
pendence,  for  tlinl  State  was  representeil  to  be 
fill!  of  flour.  Wasliinglon's  letter  of  the  16tli  of 
December,  to  President  Reed,  had  obtained  tem- 
porary relief  from  that  quarter ;  he  now  wrote  to 
bim  a  second  time,  and  still  more  earnestly. 
"  Every  idea  you  can  form  of  our  distresses,  will 
&11  shore  of  the  reality.  There  is  aiiob  a  combi' 
nation  of  circumstaiiceB  to  exhaust  the  patience 
of  the  soldiery,  that  it  begins  at  length  to  Ite  worn 
out,  and  we  see  in  every  line  of  the  artiiy,  features 
of  mutiny  and  sedition.  All  our  depBrlmeiits, 
all  our  operations,  are  at  a  stand,  and  unless  a 
system  very  different  from  that  which  has  a  long 
litoe  prevailed  be  immediately  adopted  throughout 
the  Stales,  our  affaira  must  soon  become  'desperate 
beyond  the  possibility  of  recovery." 

Nothing  discouraged  Washington  more  than 
the  lethargy  that  seemed  to  deaden  the  publio 
mind.  He  speaks  nf  it  with  a  degree  of  despond- 
ency scarcely  ever  before  exhibited.  "  I  have 
almost  ceased  tn  hope.  The  country  is  in  such  a 
State  of  insensibility  and  indit!erence  to  its  in* 
teresis  that  1  dure  not  flatter  myself  with  any 
change  for  the  better."  And  ngniii,  "  The  present 
JDHcture  is  so  interesting,  that  if  it  does  not  pro- 
duce  correspondent  exertions,  it  will  be  a  proof 
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that  motives  of  honor,  public  good,  and  even 
BelF-preserviiiion,  hare  losi  iheir  influence  on  our 
minds.  Tills  is  a  decisive  moment ;  one  of  the 
most,  I  will  go  furllier,  snd  stiy,  lAe  moat  impor- 
tant America  has  seen.  The  court  of  France  has 
made  a  glorious  effort  for  our  deliverance,  and  if 
we  disHppoiut  its  intentions  by  our  supineness,  wo 
must  become  contemptible  in  the  ejes  of  all  man- 
kind, nor  can  we  after  thai  venture  to  confide  that 
our  allies  will  persist  in  an  attempt  to  esiabtiflh 
what,  it  will  appear,  we  want  inclination  or  ability 
to  assist  them  in."  With  these  and  simiUr  ob- 
seryations.  he  sought  to  rouse  President  Reed  to 
extraordinary  exertions.  "  This  is  a  time,"  writes 
be,  "  lo  hazard  and  to  take  a  tone  of  energy  aud 
decision.  Ail  parties  but  the  disnflecled  will  acqui- 
esce iti  tliQ  necessity  and  give  it  their  support." 
He  urges  Reed  to  press  upon  the  legislature  of 
Pennsylvania  the  policy  of  investing  its  executive 
with  plenipoleniiary  powers.  "  I  should  then," 
wriles  he,  "  expect  everything  from  your  ability 
and  xeai.  This  is  no  time  fur  furninlity  or  cere- 
mony. The  crisis  in  every  point  of  view  is  ex- 
traordinary, and  extraordinary  expedients  are 
necessary.     I  am  decided  in  this  opinion." 

His  letter  procured  relief  for  the  army  from 
the  legislature,  and  a  resolve  empowering  the  presi- 
dent and  council,  duriiig  its  recess,  to  declare  mar- 
tial law,  shoald  circumstances  render  it  expedient. 
"This,"  observes  Reed,  "gives  us  a  power  of  do- 
ii^  what  may  be  necessary  without  attending  to 
the  ordinary  course  of  law,  and  we  shall  endeavor 
to  exercise  it  wilh  prudence  and  moderation."  ' 

1  Spirka,  Cnrr.  n/Ms  Rcr.,  vol.  ii.  p.  46U. 
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Id  like  manner,  Waehiugton  emleftvoriid  lo 
rouse  the  donnant  lire  of  Congreas,  mid  impitrt  to 
il  bis  own  indriniilable  energy.  "  Cerlain  I  am," 
writes  he  (o  a  member  of  tliaC  body,  "  unleas  Con- 
gress aptak  in  a  more  decisive  lone,  unless  iliey  are 
veaied  witli  powers  by  the  several  States,  compe- 
tent to  lliD  purposes  of  wur,  or  nssume  tliein  as 
mnllers  of  right,  and  tliey  and  the  Slates  respeol- 
ively  act  with  more  energy  than  they  have  hith- 
erto done,  that  onr  cause  is  lost.  We  cati  no 
longer  drudge  on  in  the  old  way.  By  ill-timing 
the  adoption  of  ineasures,  by  delays  in  tlie  execu- 
tion of  them,  or  hy  unwarrentHble  jealousies,  we 
iDCur  enormous  expanses  and  derive  no  benefit 
from  them.  One  Stale  will  comply  with  a  requisi- 
tion of  Congress  ;  another  neglects  to  do  it ;  a 
third  executes  it  tiy  halves ;  and  all  differ,  either 
in  the  manner,  the  matter,  or  so  much  in  point  of 
time,  that  we  are  always  working  np-hill ;  and, 
while  such  a  system  as  the  present  one,  or  rather 
want  of  one,  prevails,  we  shall  ever  be  unable  to 
apply  our  strength  or  resources  to  any  advantage  — 
I  see  one  bend  grndu ally  changing  into  thirteen, 
I  see  one  unny  branchinp;  into  thirteen,  which, 
instead  of  looking  up  to  Congress  as  the  supreme 
controlling  power  of  the  United  States,  are  con- 
nderiug  themselves  dependent  on  their  respective 
States.  Ill  a  word,  I  see  the  powers  of  Congress 
declining  too  fast  for  the  consideration  and  respect 
which  are  due  to  them  as  the  great  representative 
body  of  America,  and  I  am  fearful  of  the  conse- 
quences." ^ 

1  Latttf  lo  Jouidi  Jmw.    Spuki,  viL  ST. 
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Al  this  jauclure  came  official  inielligence  from 
tbe  Soulh,  to  coDtiect  wliicli  with  tlic  genorol 
course  of  tveuis,  requires  a  brief  notice  of  Ihe 
operations  of  Sir  Henry    Clinlou  in  Llutt    qtur- 


CHAPTER  V. 

Eii^  of  CfaarleBlcin  continued.  — Brituh  Sliipi  enter  Ihe  Hir- 
hot.  — Briiiuli  Troops  nian-h  from  Sav»nu«h.  —  T«rlelon  ind 
bi*  DnguDDa.  —  His  Btmb  with  Cglunei  Wush^ugina. 
—  CbariiwtonrviarDrced  by  Woodfon].  — Tsrielon'i  ILxplaiCs 
U  Uonk'i  Comer.  —  Al  L«ne»u'i  Ferry.  —  Sip  Hunrr  Clin- 
ton reinrorced.  ^  Cliirleslon  capitululas.  —  AAUir  of  TarlB- 
Ion  nnd  UiirnrJ  on  the  Waslnw.  -  Sir  Henry  Clinton  em- 
hurts  fin-  Kbw  Yorlt. 

(ByjcS  X  a  pi-eceiling  cbnpter  we  left  [he  British 
luCJ  2tt  "t^^'  utider  Ailrairal  Arbiillmot,  prepar- 

Cburlc-ion.  ScTcral  Hays  ekpsed  before  lliu  ehipa 
were  nble,  by  lakiiid  out  Uieir  gliiis.  provisions, 
■mil  water,  and  nvniling  iherniwlves  of  wiii'l  and 
Ikle,  lo  pass  the  bar.  Tliey  iHi  eo  on  tlie  20ili  nf 
Uareli,  wiili  hut  slight  opposition  from  severnl 
galleys.  Commoilore  Wliipple,  tben,  xeeing  the 
v»3l  eupei'iority  of  llieir  force,  miule  n  secoml  ret- 
rogmde  move,  staliuning  iwtae  of  his  ships  in 
Cooper  River,  and  sinking  the  rest  ftt  its  month 
BO  as  to  preveut  the  enemy  from  niiming  up  that 
river,  and  ciiUing  oST  communication  with  the 
country  on  the  east :  the  crews  and  heu.vy  cannon 
were  landed  to  aid  in  the  defense  of  llie  town. 

Tlie  rtinforcements  expeded  -from  ilie  North 
were  nol  yet  arrived  ;  tlie  militia  of  the  State  did 
iiot  appeiir  at  Governor  Kutledge's  command,  and 
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other  reliauces  were  fftiliiig,  "  Many  of  the  North 
Carolinn  inlliliil  wliose  terms  have  expired  leave 
ns  lo-daf,"  writea  Lincolo  lo  Wiisliington,  on  tbe 
20th  of  Marcli.  "  Tliey  cannot  be  perauadeiJ  lo 
remniii  longer,  though  liie  enemy  are  in  our  ueigh- 
borhood."  ^ 

At  this  time  the  reinforcements  wliich  Sir 
Henry  Cliiilou  lind  ordured  from  Savannah  were 
marching  toward  the  Cainbayee  under  Brigndter- 
genernl  Paltcrsoii.  On  his  flttnka  inoved  Iilajor 
Ft;rgu:>ou  with  ft  [»rps  of  riHemen,  and  Major 
Cochrane  with  the  infantry  of  the  Briliah  legion, 
two  brave  jmd  enterprising  officers.  It  was  a 
toilsume  march,  through  swamps  and  difficult 
passea.  Being  arrived  iu  the  neighborhood  of 
Port  Royal,  where  Tarleton  had  succeeded,  though 
indifferently,  in  remounting  his  dingoons,  Patter- 
eon  sent  ordent  to  that  oflicur  to  join  hiin.  Tnrle- 
lon  liitisCened  to  obey  the  order.  His  arrival 
was  timely.  The  Ciirolinn  militia  having  heard 
that  all  the  British  lior^cs  had  perished  at  sea, 
made  an  attack  on  the  front  of  General  I'atter- 
flon'a  force,  supposing  it  to  be  without  cavalry. 
To  their  surprise,  Tarleton  charged  them  with  his 
dragoons,  rouloil  them,  took  several  prisoners,  and, 
whet  was  more  aeceptable,  a  number  of  horses, 
some  of  the  militia,  he  says,  "  being  ftccoutred  as 
cavaliers." 

Tarleton  had  soon  afierwards  to  encounter  a 
worthy  antagonist  in  {>>lonel  William  ■Washing- 
ton, the  same  cavalry  officer  who  bad  distinguished 
himself  at  Trenton,  and  was  destined  to  disl  inguish 

I  Carrc^mndtnct  o/lht  Ittv,  toI.  ii.  p,  119. 
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is  described  as  being  six  feet  in  hetirlit,  broad, 
slout,  aud  corpiik-iil.  Bold  in  the  field,  carulesa 
iu  the  camp,  kind  to  hia  soldiers,  barossing  to 
bid  enemies,  gay  and  good'bumored,  with  tin  up- 
riglil  beart  and  a  genemua  tiand,  a  univer.'iEil  fa- 
vorite. He  WHS  wow  nt  the  Itend  of  a  body  of  con- 
lineiilal  cavatrj,  consisling  of  bia  own  nrid  Bland'a 
light  horse,  and  Pulaski'^  bussai'si.  A  brusli  look 
place  in  the  neigliborb»od  of  Rantonl'e  Bridge. 
0>lDnel  Waabington  had  itie  advniilngc,  look  sev- 
eral prisoners,  and  drove  back  tbe  dragoons  of 
the  Brlliah  legion,  but  durst  not  pursue  them  for 
want  of  infantry.^ 

On  Ihe  7lh  of  April,  Brigadier-general  Wood- 
ford with  seven  hundred  Virginia  lronp»,  after  a 
forced  miircli  of  five  hundred  miles  in  thirty  days, 
crossed  from  the  east  side  of  Cooper  Kiver,  by  the 
only  passage  now  open,  and  threw  himi^i-ir  into 
Charleston.  It  was  a  timely  reinforcement,  and 
joyfully  welcomed;  for  the  garrison,  when  in 
greatest  force,  amounted  to  a  little  more  than  two 
thousand  regulars  luid  one  thousand  North  Caro- 
lina mililia. 

About  the  same  time  Admiral  Arbnihnot,  i[i 
the  liaebael;,  passed  Sullivan's  Island,  with  a  fresh 
Bonllierly  breeze,  at  the  head  of  a  squadron  of 
seven  armed  vessels  atid  two  transports.  "  It  was 
s  magnlHceot  spectacle,  satisfactory  to  tbe  royal- 
bls,"  writes  the  admiral.  The  whigs  regiirtled  it 
witli  a  rueful  eye.     Colonel  Pinckney  opened  a 

1  Gonlon.vul.iii.p.3e2;Beaal«iTaTlclon,Z7iJl.  OiJi^aifpi, 
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hesvj  cannoiintle  from  tlie  Imlleries  of  Fort  Moul- 
trie. The  sliipa  chunUered  in  reply,  and  duuda 
of  smoke  were  raised,  under  ibe  cover  of  which 
they  slipped  by,  with  no  grealor  loss  thnn  twanly^ 
Bevei]  men  killed  and  woumled.  A  alore-ship 
which  followed  the  squadron  ran  aground,  whs  set 
on  (ire  and  ahandonud,  nud  subiiei^uently  blew  up. 
The  fillips  look  a  position  near  Fort  Johnston, 
just  without  the  niiige  of  the  shot  from  the  Amer- 
iuHri  batu-ries.  After  the  pa^saj^e  of  the  ships, 
Colonel  Pinckney  and  a  part  of  the  garrison  with- 
drew from  Fort  Mniiltrie. 

The  enemy  had  by  this  time  completed  hia 
first  parallel,  ntid  the  town  being  almost  entirely 
invested  by  sea  and  land,  reeeiv<?d  a  joint  sum- 
mons from  the  Britlxli  general  Hnd  admirul  to  sur- 
render. "  ISixiy  days  have  passei!,"  writes  Lincoln 
in  reply,  "  since  it  has  been  known  ihnt  your  in< 
tentions  agitinst  tills  (<iwn  were  hostile,  in  which 
time  has  been  iifforded  to  almndon  it,  but  duty  and 
inclinHlion  point  to  the  propriety  of  supporting  it 
to  the  last  extremity. 

The  Brilii^h  bHtieriea  were  now  opened.  The 
aiege  was  carried  on  deliberately  by  reanlw  par- 
allels, and  on  a  scale  of  magnitude  seareely  war- 
ranted l>y  tlie  moderate  strength  of  the  place.  A 
great  object  with  the  boaeiged  was  to  keep  open 
the  channel  of  cotnmunicAlioii  with  the  crtnntry  by 
the  Cooper  River,  the  last  that  remained  by 
which  they  cotiUI  receive  reinforcements  and  aup- 
plies,  or  could  reti-ent,  if  uecessary.  For  this  pur- 
pose, Governor  Kiitlcdge,  leuving  the  town  in  the 
care  of  Lieutenimt-govenior    Gadsdeu,  and  one 
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half  of  the  execulive  counoit,  ael  olf  with  tbe 
oilier  linir.  Hnd  enilenvored  to  rouse  the  militia 
between  [lie  Cooper  tind  Sante«i  rivers.  His  »uc> 
G«SB  wn«  extremely  limited.  Two  iniiltiH  posts 
were  eEtablished  by  him,  one  betneen  tliese  rivers. 
Uie  olbttr  at  a  ferry  oti  tlie  Saniee ;  some  regular 
troops,  also,  hud  been  detnuhed  bj  Liiicola  to  ibrow 
up  wurka  about  nine  mile?  above  Uie  town,  on  tbe 
Wando,  a  branch  of  Cooper  River,  and  at  Lem- 
priere's  Point  j  and  Brigaditir-general  Hiiger,' 
with  a  force  of  miiilia  nnd  contiiientni  cavitlry, 
including  iboae  uf  Coluncl  William  Wa»1iirigton, 
was  vlalioned  at  Monk's  Corner, about  thirty  miles 
above  Charleston,  to  gnard  [he  psssus  at  tbe  bead 
waten  of  Cooper  River. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton,  when  proceeiliug  with  his 
seoontl  pandlel,  delacbed  Lieutenaiit-colunel  Web' 
Eter  witli  fuurt«!en  hundred  men  to  break  up  these 
posts.  The  most  dislant  one  was  tliat  of  Hiiger's 
CAvalry  at  Monk's  Comer.  The  surpriBol  of  this 
was  intnisleil  to  T:Lrle[oD,  who,  with  his  dra- 
froone,  was  in  Websier's  advanced  ffnard,  He 
was  to  be  seconded  by  Alujur  Patrick  Ferguison 
witli  his  riHeoien. 

Ferguijou  was  a  fit  associate  for  Tarleton,  in 
hardy,  scrambling,  partisan  enterprise  ;  equally  in- 
trepid, and  determined,  but  cooler  and  more  open 
to  impulses  of  humanity.  He  was  the  son  of  ou 
eminent  Scotch  judge,  bad  entered  the  army  nt 
MS  early  age,  and  served  in  the  German  wars. 
The  Bri[ish  extolled  him  as  superior  to  the 
Amerieao  Indians,  in  the  nse  of  tiie  rifle ;  in 
1  PnaODDced  QngM  —  of  French  Uuguinot  liesceaL 
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short,  M  being  the  beat  marksinaD  licmg.  He 
bail  inTeiitt:(l  one  which  coold  be  looiled  at  the 
breech  aoil  ilisi^hai^cil  seven  dmes  in  a  mtDnte. 
It  had  been  ii*ed  with  effect  bj  his  corps.  Wash- 
itiglon.  Rocorrling  to  Britbh  aulhonijr,  bad  owed 
hiH  life  at  the  baitle  of  G«nnauton'ii,  folely  to  Fer- 
gnsm's  igDorance  of  hin  person,  having  repeatedly 
beew  within  reach  of  the  major's  uii«rriiig  rifle,' 

On  tlie  evening  of  ihe  13th  of  April,  TarleloD 
moved  with  the  Tau  towanl  Monk's  Corner.  A 
night  EDarch  had  been  judged  the  moat  advisable- 
It  was  made  in  profound  silence  and  hj  nnfre- 
qoented  raada.  In  the  course  of  the  march,  a 
negro  was  descried  attempting  to  avoid  notice. 
lie  was  M-ize<l.  A  letter  was  fonnil  on  him  from 
an  officer  in  Huger's  camp,  from  which  Tarleion 
learned  something  of  its  situation  nod  the  distri- 
bntion  of  tlie  troops.  A  few  dollars  gained  tbe 
services  of  the  negro  an  a  guide.  Tlie  £ur)iri»al 
of  General  Iluger's  camp  whs  complete.  Sev- 
eral officers  and  men  who  attempted  to  defend 
themselves,  were  killed  or  wounded.  General 
Huger,  Colonel  Wasliington,  with  manj  others, 
ofRcers  and  men,  escaped  in  the  darkness,  to  Ihe 
ndghboring  swamps.  One  hundred  ofticers,  dra- 
goons, and  hassars,  were  taken,  with  about  four 
hundred  horses  and  near  lifry  wagons,  laden  with 
arms,  clothing,  and  ammunition. 

Biggin's  Bridge  ou  Cooper  Kiver  was  likewise 
secured,  and  the  way  ojiened  for  Colonel  Webster 
to  ad?ance  nearly  to  the  head  of  the  pastes,  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  shut  np  Charleston  entirely. 

1  AnHi>alItisimr,l-:S\.p.b2. 
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In  the  course  of  the  maraud  which  genernllj 
acoomjmiiies  a  aiirprisal  of  the  kind,  several  dra- 
goons of  the  British  legion  broke  into  a  house 
ht  iJie  neighborhood  of  Monk's  Comer,  aud  mol- 
treated  and  aitempiod  violence  upon  ladies  resid- 
ing there.  Tlio  ladies  escaped  to  Monk's  Corner, 
where  they  were  protected,  and  a  CHrriage  fur- 
nished to  convey  them  to  a  place  of  Bsfety. 
The  dragoons  were  appi-ehended  ami  brought  to 
Monk's  Corner,  where  liy  this  time  Colonel  Web- 
Btet  bad  arrived.  Mujor  Ferguson,  we  are  UiliJ, 
was  for  putting  the  drHgoons  to  instant  lit^ath,  hut 
Colonel  Webster  did  not  think  his  powers  wnr- 
TOQted  Bueh  a  measure.  ''  Tliey  were  sent  to 
bead-quarters,"  adds  the  hiiiloriiin,  "  and,  I  he- 
lieve,  afterwards  tried  and  whipped."  ^ 

We  gladly  record  one  instance  in  which  the 
atrociues  which  disgi'aced  this  invasion  met  with 
some  degree  of  punishment ;  and  we  honor  the 
rough  soldier,  Ferguson,  for  the  lint  of  "  instant 
deutli,"  with  which  he  would  littve  rei]uitGd  the 
mail  inGiiniius  and  dastardly  outrage  that  brutal- 
izes warfitre. 

During  the  progress  of  the  siege,  General 
Lincoln  held  repealed  councils  of  war,  in  which 
lie  manifested  a  [lisjKisttioD  to  evacuate  the  place. 
This  raejisure  was  likewise  u;ge<l  by  General  Du 
Portail,  wlio  had  penetrated,  by  secret  ways,  into 
the  town.  The  inhabitants,  however,  in  an  agony 
of  alarm,  implored  Lincoln  not  to  abandon  them 
Ui  the  mercies  of  an  infuriated  and  licentious  sol- 
diery, and  the  general,  easy  and  kind-hearted, 
yielded  to  their  entreaties. 


3 


56 


LIFE  OF   WASmifGTOy. 


'The  American  cavalry  hail  grailually  p 
bled  on  the  uorth  of  the  Saniee,  under  Colonel 
White  of  New  Jersey,  where  ihey  were  joined 
by  sorae  militia  infiuitry,  and  liy  Colonel  William 
Washington,  with  sach  of  hia  dragoons  aa  hod 
escaped  at  Monk's  Comer.  Cornwnillis  hail  cora- 
mitted  the  eoiintry  between  Coojier  and  Wando 
Rivera  to  Torleton's  charge,  with  orders  lo  be 
continually  on  iho  move  nritb  the  cavalry  and 
infantry  of  tlie  legioD;  to  watch  over  the  land- 
ing-places ;  obtain  intelligence  from  the  town,  the 
Sanlee  River,  and  the  bitck  country,  and  to  bum 
such  stores  as  might  tiill  into  his  hundti,  ratlier 
than  risk  tlieir  lieing  retaken  by  the  enemy. 

Hearing  of  the  fortuitous  assemblage  of  Amer- 
ican tj-oops,  Tarleton  came  suddenly  u)xin  them 
by  surprise  nt  Laneau's  Ferry.  It  was  one  of 
his  blowly  exploits.  Five  officers  and  thirty-six 
men  were  billed  and  wounded,  and  seven  officers 
and  six  dragoons  taken,  with  horses,  arms,  and 
equipments.  Colonels  White,  Washington,  and 
Jamieson,  with  other  officers  and  men,  threw 
them»telves  in  the  river,  and  escaped  by  swim- 
ming ;  while  some,  who  followed  their  eiciimpte, 
[terisheil. 

The  arrival  of  a  reinforcement  of  three  thou- 
sand men  from  New  York  enabled  Sir  Henry  to 
throw  a  jwwerful  detachment,  under  Lord  Corn- 
wallis,  to  the  east  of  Cooper  Kiver,  (o  complete 
the  investment  of  the  town  and  cut  oft'  all  retreat. 
Fort  Moultrie  surrendered.  The  Ijaiteries  of  the 
third  parallel  were  ojienisd  upon  the  town.  They 
were  so  near,  that  the  Hessian  yagers,  or  sharp- 
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shootera,  could  pick  off  the  garrison  wiiile  at  tlicir 
gnus  or  on  the  parapeU.  Tliis  firti  was  kept  itp 
for  two  dajs.  Tlie  besiegers  crossed  tlie  cauul ; 
pushed  up  a  double  sap  lo  llie  iuside  of  the  ubtttis, 
and  prepared  to  make  an  aasault  hy  sen  sud  lund. 

All  hopes  of  successful  defense  were  at  iiu  eud. 
The  works  were  in  ruios ;  the  gam  almost  all 
dismouuted ;  the  garrison  exhiiusted  with  fatigue, 
the  provisions  nearly  consumed.  The  inhabiluuts, 
dreading  the  horrors  of  au  assault,  joined  in  a 
{>elitiou  lo  General  Lincoln,  and  prevailed  u|iou 
him  lo  offer  u  Biirrouder  on  terms  which  had  al- 
ready been  offered  and  rejected.  These  terms 
were  still  granterl,  and  the  capitulation  was  signed 
00  the  12Ui  of  Afay.  The  garrison  were  allowed 
some  of  tlie  honors  of  war.  Thej  were  to  march 
out  and  deposit  their  arms,  between  the  enna!  and 
(he  works,  but  the  drutos  were  not  to  Iieat  a 
British  march  nor  tlie  colors  to  be  uuc-.weil.  The 
continental  troops  and  seamen  were  allowe<l  their 
buggage,  Init  were  to  renniin  prisoners  of  war. 
The  officers  of  the  army  and  navy  were  to  retain 
their  servants,  swords,  and  pistols,  and  their  bag- 
gage unsearched ;  and  were  permitted  to  sell  iheir 
horses;  but  not  lo  remove  them  out  of  ihe  town. 
The  citizeus  and  llie  niiliua  were  lo  be  consid- 
ered prisoners  on  parole ;  the  latter  to  be  per- 
mitted to  return  home,  and  both  to  be  protected 
in  person  and  property  as  long  as  they  kept  their 
parole.  Among  ijie  prisoners  were  the  lieuteo- 
aui-governor  and  five  of  the  oouncil. 

The  loss  of  the  British  in  the  siege  was  sev- 
eoty-Hix  killed  and  one  huudred  and  eighty-nine 
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wouDdedi  that  of  the  Americans  nearlj  the  same. 
The  prisoners  taken  by  the  enemy,  esclusiTe  of 
tlie  sailors,  aniount^d  Xa  five  ihousond  six  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  men  j  comprising  every  male 
adult  in  the  city.  The  continental  troops  did 
not  exceed  two  thousand,  five  hundred  of  whom 
were  in  the  hospital;  the  rest  were  citizens  and 
militia. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  considered  tlie  fall  of  Charles- 
ton decisive  of  the  fuie  of  Suulii  Cnroliiio.  To 
complele  iheauhjiignlionof  the  country,  he  planned 
three  expeditions  into  the  interior.  One,  under 
Lieu  tenant- colonel  Brown,  was  lo  move  up  the 
Savaunah  River  to  AngUAlo,  on  ihe  borders  of 
Georgia.  Another,  under  Lieu  tenant-colon  el  Cru- 
ger,  was  lo  proceed  up  ilie  souihtrcst  side  of  the 
tSantee  River  to  the  district  of  Nioeiy-Six,*  a 
fertile  and  suhibrious  region,  between  liie  Savan- 
nah Olid  the  Salutla  rivers  :  while  a  third,  under 
ComwHlllB,  vivt  lo  cross  the  Santee,  march  up 
the  northeast  bank,  and  strike  at  a  corps  of  troops 
under  Odoiiel  Bu(brd,  which  were  i-etrealing  to 
North  Carolina  with  arlillury  and  a  number  of 
wagons,  laden  with  arms,  ammunition,  and  cloth- 
ing. 

Culouet  Buford,  in  fact,  hod  arrived  loo  late 
for  the  relief  of  Charleston,  and  was  now  mnk- 
ing  a  retrt^ode  move;  he  had  cume  on  with 
three  hundred  Hiid  eighty  troops  of  the  Virgiuia 
line,  and  two  field-pieces,  and  had  been  joined  by 
Colonel  Wnshiuglou  with  a  few  of  his  cavalry  ihat 
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liail  survivcil  ilie  surprisal  by  TBrlelon.  As  Bu- 
fonJ  WHS  iiHjving  with  celerity,  and  liail  ihe  hU- 
vautage  of  cllslaiice,  Cornwullis  iletnclied  Tarlelon 
in  parsuit  of  him,  wiih  one  hndilreil  and  seventy 
dmgoonii,n  hundred  mounted  Jufntitry  Hiid  n  iliree- 
ptiuiider.  The  bold  pHrtiwtii  pushed  r^rwHrd  with 
his  iiaiinl  Hi'dor  and  rapiility.  The  weitther  was 
sultry,  many  of  his  horsea  gave  out  through  fa- 
tigue Hnd  heat ;  he  pressed  others  by  the  way, 
leaving  behind  such  of  hin  Ironpei  an  could  not 
ke«p  piioe  with  him.  After  a  day  and  night  of 
forced  march,  he  arrived  about  dawn  al  Itugeley'a 
Mills.  UufonI,  he  was  told,  waa  about  twenty 
niiled  in  mlvance  of  him,  pressing  on  with  all 
diligence  to  jaiu  another  corps  of  Americnns. 
Tarleliiu  continued  his  march;  tlie  horsea  of  llie 
three-pounder  were  kuM^ked  up  and  unable  to 
proceed;  his  wearied  troops  were  continnally  drop- 
ping in  the  rear.  Still  he  urged  forwai'd,  anx- 
ious to  uvertukt)  Bufonl  before  he  a»uld  fnrin  a 
juneiiun  with  the  force  he  was  seeking.  To  de- 
tain him  he  t>enC  forward  Ciipluin  Klnluck  of  his 
legion  with  a  flag,  and  the  following  letter  :  — 

*'  Sir.  —  Resistance  being  vain,  to  prevent  the 
efTuMcii)  of  blooil.  1  make  offers  which  cati  never 
be  TCpealed.  You  are  now  almuflt  encompassed 
by  ac<'rp4  of  seven  hundred  light  troops  on  horse- 
Ixick:  half  iif  that  nuinlier  are  infantry  with  can- 
non.*. Earl  Cornwallia  is  likewise  within  reach 
with  nine  British  regimenla,  1  warn  jou  of  thu 
temerity  of  further  inimical  proceedings." 

He  concluded  by  ofiering   the   same  conditions 


infHiilrj.  they  presented,  but  he  heiifd  tlieir  c 
ficers  commaud  Ihein  to  reluiii  their  lire  until  tlio 
Brituli  cftvnlry  were  netirer.  It  was  not  until 
the  latter  were  within  ten  yurda  that  there  was  a 
pwliiil  diacbarge  of  musketry.  SeverHl  of  the 
dragoons  suffered  by  this  fii-e.  Tarlcion  himself 
was  unhorsed,  hut  hta  Iroojiers  rule  on.  Tlie 
AmericAU  biillHlioii  was  broken  ;  most  of  iho  men 
I  dmw  down  their  arms  and  begged  for  qimrier, 
■  but  were  cut  down  without  mercy.  One  liun- 
dred  and  thirteen  were  slain  on  the  spot,  uud  one 
hundred  and  fiAy  »o  mangled  and  nmiined  that 
ihey  could  not  be  removed.  Coloijel  Biifonl  and 
a  few  of  the  cavalry  escaped,  as  did  about  a  iitm- 
dred  of  the  infantry,  who  were  wilii  l)ie  bii^rs^KB 
b  the  advnuce.  Filly  prisoners  were  nil  that 
were  in  a  condiiion  to  be  carried  oil'  by  Tarletou 
as  trophies  of  this  bulcliery. 

The  whole  British  loss  was  iwo  officers  and 

three  privates  killed,  and  one  ofli(«r  ami  fourteen 

privates  wounded.   What,  then,  could   excuse  this 

rrible  carnage  of  an   almost   proslrale  enemy? 

"    i  Tnrlelon's  own  excuse  for  it.     It  com- 

Kaced.  he  says,  at  the  time  he  was  di^mouuied, 

{■e   he  could   mount  another  horse  ;  and 

a  cavalry  were  exasperated  by  a  report  that  he 

I  slain.     Corawallis  apparently  accepted  ibis 

iruse,  for  he  approved  of  bis  conduct  in  the  ex* 

idilioii,  and    recommended    him    ns    worthy  of 

i   distinguished    mark  of  royal   favor.     The 

F-TWirid  at  large,  however,  have  not  been  so  easily 

Batisfietl,  and   the   massacre    at   ibe  Waxliaw   hikS 

remained  a  saii^^uinary  stain  ou  the  repuiuliuii  of 

thai  impetuous  soldier. 
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Tbe  two  other  dolacLraenls  wtiidi  had  been 
Bent  out  by  Cliolon,  met  will)  itothinn;  but  eub- 
mieaioii.  The  poo|)le  in  general,  conHidering  re- 
BislHoee  liopi^less,  accepted  llio  profFerud  protec- 
tion, and  conrarmed  lo  its  Lumiliatiiig;  terms. 
One  class  of  llie  [v>puUli<m  iu  lliis  colony  seems 
to  httve  regarded  tlie  invaders  as  deliverers.  "  All 
the  negroes,"  writes  Tarleton,  "men,  women,  and 
children,  upon  tlio  appearance  of  any  detachment 
of  king's  troops,  thonglit  themselves  absolved  from 
all  respect  to  their  American  masters,  and  en- 
tirely released  from  servitude.  They  quilted  the 
plantations  and  follow^  the  army."  ' 

Sir  Henry  now  persuaded  himself  that  South 
Carolina  was  subdued,  and  proceeded  to  station 
garrisons  in  various  parts,  to  maintain  it  in  sub- 
jection. In  the  fullness  of  his  confidence,  be  is- 
sued a  proclamation  on  the  3d  of  June,  discharg- 
ing  all  ihe  military  prisoners  from  their  paroles 
after  tlie  20tb  of  the  month,  excepting  those  cap- 
tured in  Fort  Moultrie  and  Charleston.  All 
thus  released. from  their  parole  were  reiuslated  in 
the  rights  and  duties  of  Brilish  subjects  ;  but,  at 
the  same  lime,  they  were  bouud  to  take  an  active 
part  in  support  of  (he  government  hitherto  op- 
posed by  them.  Thus  the  protection  afforded 
them  while  prisoners  was  annnlletl  by  an  arbi- 
trary fiat — neuirality  was  at  an  end.  All  were 
to  be  ready  lo  lake  up  arms  at  a  moment's  notice. 
Those  who  iiad  families  were  to  form  a  militia 
fur  home  defense.  Those  who  had  none,  were  to 
serve  with    the    royal    forces.     All   who   should 

1  Tarlelon'i  IHtl.  0/  Oin^yn,  p.  80. 


CLINTON  EMBARKS  FOR  NEW   YORK.       63 

neglect  to  return  to  their  allegiance,  or  should 
refuse  to  tnke  up  nrms  agninst  tbe  iudepiiiideiice 
of  their  country  were  to  be  considered  as  rebels 
and  trcRled  accordingly. 

Having  struck  a  blow,  which,  as  he  conceived, 
was  to  ioBure  the  subjugation  of  the  South,  Sir 
Henry  embarked  for  New  York  on  tlie  5tli  of 
Juue,  with  a  part  of  his  forces,  Iciiviiig  the  resi- 
due under  the  command  of  Iiord  Cornwallis,  who 
was  lo  carry  the  war  into  North  CiiroUna,  and 
thence  into  Virginia. 


CHAPTER  Vr. 

lUMCi  miirauilii  the  J«r»ye Sicking  of  Connpcl 

1*,  — Murder  of  M™.  Calclwdl.  — Arrival  and  Mov«- 
t  of  Sir  Henry  Cliatou.  — Springauld  burst.  —  Tbr 


^g^  HANDBILL  published  by  tlie  British 
Wnfj  aullioritiea  in  New  York,  reached  Waah- 
lESUBi  iiigton'e  camp  on  the  Ist  of  June,  and  ' 
vaade  known  the  surrender  of  Charleslun. 
person  from  Amhny  reported,  moreover,  (liat  cm 
the  .Sftth  of  May  he  haii  seen  one  hundred  sail  of 
vessels  enter  Sandy  Hook.  Tlie«e  might  bring 
Sir  Henry  Clinion  with  the  whole  or  part  of  his 
force.  In  that  case,  flushed  with  his  recent  a 
cesj,  lie  mi};ht  proceed  immediately  up  the  Hud- 
sou,  and  niukc  an  attempt  upon  West  Foiiit,  u 
the  present  distressed  condition  of  the  gurriaon. 
So  thinking,  Washington  wrote  to  General  Howe, 
who  communded  that  important  po<t,  to  put  liim. 
on  his  giiurd,  and  luok  measures  to  have  him  fur  - 
nished  with  supplier. 

The  report  conceminn  the  fleet  pn>ved  tc 
erroneous,  but  on  the  fith  of  June  came  a  i 
alarm.  The  enemy,  it  was  said,  nerc  actually  . 
landing  in  forte  at  Eliiabethtown  Point,  to  carry., 
fire  and  swoni  into  the  Jerseys ! 

It  was  even  so.     Knyphuuseu,  through  s 
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and  emissarie!,  hail  received  exuggerateil  u 
of  the  recent  outbreak  in  Washingtan'G  camp, 
and  of  the  general  discoutent  unioiig  the  people 
of  Ken  Jersej' ;  au'l  was  persuaded  that  a  aud- 
(lea  show  of  niilitarj  protection,  folltin'tug  tip  the 
news  of  the  capture  of  ChM-lesUiti,  would  pro- 
dace  a  general  desertion  among  Wiuihingtoii's 
troops,  and  rally  back  the  iDlialiiWTiis  of  the 
Jeraejs  to  their  allegiance  to  the  crown. 

In  this  belief  he  projected  a  descent  into  the 
Jerseys  with  about  five  thousand  men,  anil  some 
light  artillery,  who  were  to  cross  iu  divisiona 
in  the  oight  of  the  5th  of  June  fi-om  Staten 
Island  to  Elizahethtowu  FoiuL 

Tlie  first  diviuiun,  led  by  Brigadier-general 
Sterling,  actually  lauded  before  dawn  of  the  6th, 
sud  ai:lvauced  as  silently  as  possible.  Tlie  heavy 
and  measured  tramp  of  the  troops,  however, 
canght  the  eur  of  an  American  sentinel  stalioned 
at  a  fork  where  the  roads  from  the  old  and  new 
point  joined.  He  ehiillenged  the  dimly  descried 
mass  as  it  approached,  and  receiving  no  answer, 
8fwl  iuUi  iL  That  shot  wounded  General  Stir- 
ling in  the  thigli,  and  ultimately  provcil  nioitiil. 
The  wounded  general  was  carried  back,  and 
Knyphausen  took  his  place. 

This  dclayud  the  march  until  sunrise,  and  gave 
lime  for  the  troops  of  the  Jersey  line,  under 
Colonel  Elias  Dayton,  stationed  in  Elizabeth  town, 
to  assemble.  They  were  too  weak  in  numbers, 
however,  to  withstand  the  enemy,  but  retreated 
in  good  order,  skirmisbiug  occasionally.  The  inva- 
duig  force  passeti  through  the  village ;    iu  the  od- 
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the  present  occasion  he  had  retrcateil  with  llie 
re^ment  Xa  which  he  was  chaplain.  His  wife, 
hotveTer,  remaiued  at  the  parsonage  with  her  two 
j-oungeat  childreii.  confiding  in  the  protection  of 
Providence,  and  the  humaniiy  of  the  enemy. 

When  the  sacluog  of  ihe  village  took  [>lac«, 
6he  retired  with  her  children  into  a  back  room  of 
the  house.  Her  in&nl  of  eight  moritlis  was  in 
the  artns  of  an  attendant;  she  herself  was  seated 
on  the  side  of  a  bed  holding  a  cliild  of  three  jears 
tiy  the  tiand.  and  was  engaged  in  prayer.  All 
was  terror  and  confusion  in  the  village ;  when 
snddeidy  a  musket  was  discharged  in  at  Ihe  win- 
dow. Two  bulla  atruch  her  iu  tlie  breast,  and 
she  fell  dead  on  the  floor.  The  parsonage  and 
chon.'h  were  set  on  fire,  and  it  was  with  difficulty 
her  body  was  rescued  from  the  flames. 

In  the  mean  lime  Knyphausen  was  pressing  on 
with  hia  main  force  towards  MorrLstown.  The 
booming  of  alarm  guns  had  roused  the  country  ; 
every  valley  was  pouring  out  iLi  yeomanry.  Two 
thousand  were  said  to  be  already  in  arms  below 


Within  half  a  mile  of  Springfield,  Knypliausen 
halted  to  rcconnoiter.  That  village,  through 
which  passes  the  road  to  Springfield,  had  been 
made  (lie  Amencan  ra  I  lying-point.  It  stands  al 
the  foot  of  what  are  called  the  Short  Hilla,  on  the 
west  side  of  Ruhway  River,  which  runs  in  front 
of  it  On  the  bank  of  the  river.  General  Max- 
well's Jersey  brigade  and  the  militia  of  the  neigh- 
borhood were  drawn  up  to  dispute  the  passage ; 
and  on  ihe  Short  Hills  in  the  rear  was  Washing- 
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ton  with  tlie  niiiin  iHMly  of  Iiis  forces,  not  mnlinous 
and  in  confusion,  but  nil  in  good  order,  strongly 
posted,  nnd  ready  for  notion. 

Washington  liad  nrrised  and  taken  his  position 
that  an<:rrioon,  prepnred  to  witlistand  an  encoun- 
ter,  though  not  to  seek  one.  AH  night  his  camp 
firce  lighted  up  the  Short  Hills,  and  he  remained 
on  the  rtleri,  expecting  to  be  assailed  in  the  morn- 
ing; but  in  the  moniing  no  enemy  wiks  to  be 
Been. 

Knyphnusen  had  experienced  enough  to  «m- 
vince  liiin  that  he  had  been  ix>m|ilelely  misin^ 
formed  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  Jersey  people 
and  of  the  army.  Disappointed  a.s  to  the  main 
objects  of  his  enterprise,  he  had  retrcaled  under 
cover  of  the  niyht,  to  the  phice  of  his  debarkation, 
intending  to  recross  to  StatcQ  Island  immedi- 
ately. 

In  the  camp  at  the  Short  Hills  wns  the  Rever- 
end James  Caldwell,  whose  home  had  been  laid 
desolate.  He  was  still  ignoraiit  of  the  event,  but 
bad  passed  a  night  of  great  anxiety,  and,  procur- 
ing the  protection  of  a  flag,  hastened  back  in  (he 
morning  to  Connecticut  Farms.  He  found  ibe 
rillage  in  Hshen,  and  his  wife  a  mangled  corpse  1 

In  the  course  of  the  day  Washington  received 
a  letter  from  Colonel  Alexander  Hamilton,  who 
was  reconnoiiering  in  the  neighborhood  of  Elis- 
abethluwu  Point.  "  I  have  seen  the  enemy," 
writes  he.  "  Those  in  view  I  ciilculale  at  about 
three  thousand.  There  may  be,  and  probably 
are,  enough  olhera  out  of  sighL  They  have  sent 
all  their  horBea  to  the  other  side  except  about  fifty 
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or  sixlj.  Their  biigfrnge  lias  also  been  sent 
acTDsa,  nnd  (heir  woii:itlt;iJ.  It  U  not  asc^tTiniiied 
tliBt  any  of  llieir  iufmitry  liBTe  pnaaeil  on  llit  other 
Bide.  ....  TLg  present  movemL-nt  mny  be 
caltiulateil  to  ilrnw  ub  down  aiiil  betray  us  iuto  no 
action.  They  may  have  desisted  from  tlieir  ia- 
teution  or  pussiiig  till  eight,  for  fear  of  our  fil- 
ing upon  theis  rear." 

Ab  WashiiigloQ  was  igooriLnt  of  the  niiitiiifor- 
DHlion  wLich  had  beguiled  Knypbiiisen  into  this 
enlerpriae,  the  movemeuts  of  thut  geui;rul,  his  sud- 
den advance,  and  as  sudden  retreat,  Wei's  e(|iiu]ly 
^xfilicable.     At  one  time,  he  supposed  his  iii- 
I   road   to  be  a  mere   foraging   incursion ;   then,  as 
I  Hamilton  bad   suggested,  a  device  to  draw  him 
|down  from  hia  stronghold  into  the  phiin,  where 
I  tbe  superiority  of  the  British  force  would  give 
7  tbein  the  advantage. 

Knyphaiisen,  in    fact,    bad    been    impeded    in 
crQa«ing   bis  troops   to   Stalen   Island,  by  the  low 
tide  and  deep  muddy  shore,  which    rendered  it 
difficult  to  embark  the  cavalry  ;  and  by  a  deatruc- 
j  lire  kept  up  by  militia  posted  along  the  river 
banks,  and  the    adjacent  woods.     In    the    mean 
while  be  bad  lime  to  reflect  on  the  ridicule  that 
would  await  him  in  New  York,  should  his  expe- 
dition prove  fruitless,  and  end  in  what  might  ap- 
[>esr  a  precipitate  flight.     This  produced  iudeeis- 
D  of  mind,  aud  induced  him  to  recall  the  troops 
I  vhich  had  already  cros8ed,  and  which  were  neces- 
I  sary,  be  said,  to  protect  his  rear. 

For  several  days  he  lingered  with  hia  troops 
at  Elizabeth  to  vvu  and  the  Poiut  beyoud;  obliging 
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the  Bafety  of  the  Jersoya  and  of  the  Hudson. 
It  wna  &  ^eat  satisfaction  to  the  liitltsr  to  lie 
joinud  by  Miijor  Henry  Lee,  wlio  with  hia  troop 
of  horae  liiid  hasteucd  on  from  the  viciuity  of 
Pliiladelpliia,  where  he  hnd  recently  beeu  ata- 
tiotied. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  tragical  fal«  of  Mrs. 
Caldwell  produced  almost  as  mucli  excitement 
throughout  the  country  as  that  wliich  bad  beet) 
caused  in  a  preceding  year,  by  the  massacre  of 
Miaa  McCrea.  She  was  connected  with  t^ome  of 
the  first  people  of  New  Jersey;  was  winning  m 
person  and  character,  and  universally  beloved. 
Knypbausen  was  vehemeiiily  assailed  in  ihe  Aiuer- 
icaa  papers,  as  if  responsible  for  this  atrocious 
act.  The  enemy,  bowever,  attributed  her  death 
to  a  random  shot,  discharged  in  a  lime  of  confu- 
sion, or  to  the  vengeauce  of  a  menial  who  had  a 
deadly  pique  against  her  husband ;  but  the  pop- 
ular voice  persisted  in  esecrtiting  it  as  the  will- 
ful and  wanton  act  of  a  British  sohlier. 

On  tlie  17lh  of  June  the  fleet  from  the  South 
actually  arrived  in  the  bay  of  New  York,  and 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  landed  his  troops  on  Staten 
Island  ;  hut  almost  immediately  reembarkcsd  thero, 
as  if  meditating  an  expedition  up  the  river. 

Fearing  for  the  safely  of  West  Point,  Wnsh- 
inglon  set  off  on  the  21st  Jnue,  with  the  main 
body  of  his  troops,  towards  I'gmplon  ;  while  Gen- 
eral Greene,  with  Maxwell  and  Slnrk's  brigHdes, 
Lee's  dragoons  and  the  militia  of  the  neighbor- 
hood, remained  encamped  on  the  Short  Hills,  to 


I 


STRATAGE.W  OF  SIR  BENRT  CLINTOS.      71 

cover  the  country  and  protect  titu  stores  aX,  Slor- 
rist«wn. 

Was liing toil's  raovemenis  were  slow  and  wary, 
tmwilliDg  to  be  far  from  Greene  until  bttier  in- 
formed of  tlie  ilesigng  of  [lie  enemy.  At  Rockii- 
way  BridgK,  about  eleven  niilea  beyond  Morrig- 
towi),  he  received  word  on  tlie  23d,  lliat  the 
enemy  were  advancing  from  Elizabetlilown  agaiust 
SpriogJielcJ-  Supposing  ihe  military  depot  at  Mor- 
riHiowD  to  be  tlieir  ultimnle  object,  he  detached  a 
brigade  to  the  assistance  of  Greene,  and  felt  back 
five  or  sis  miles,  so  as  to  be  in  aupporiing  distance 

The  reembarlcation  of  the  troops  at  Stnien  Tiil- 
and  bad,  in  liicl,  been  a  Btratagem  of  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  lo  divert  the  attention  of  Wnsliinglon, 
and  enable  Knypliaasen  lo  carry  out  the  entt^r- 
prise  which  bad  hitherto  hung  tire.  No  sooner 
did  the  latter  Hacerlain  that  the  American  com- 
nivnilbr- in-chief  had  moved  off  with  hia  main  force 
Uivrarda  the  Higjilands,  than  he  sallied  from  Elie- 
abethtowii  five  thousand  strong,  with  a  large  bo<ly 
of  cavalry,  Eind  fifteen  or  twenty  pieces  of  nrril- 
leiy ;  hopinj;  not  merely  to  destroy  ilie  public 
eiorea  at  Morrisiown,  but  to  get  possession  of 
itioee  difficult  hills  and  defiles,  among  which 
Washington's  army  had  been  so  securely  posted, 
and  which  constituted  the  strength  of  that  part 
of  the  country. 

It  was  early  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  that 
Enyphnnsen  pnshed  forward  lowaw!  Springfield. 
Itesidcs  the  main  road  which  passes  directly 
through    the  village   toward   Morristown,  there  is 
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another,  north  of  it,  called  ihe  Vaiixhull  road, 
crossing  several  small  streams,  the  coiilluenue  of 
which  forms  the  Rahtvay.  These  two  roads  unite 
beyond  tlic  village  iu  the  princjpiil  pass  of  the 
Short  HilU.  The  enetny's  troops  aiivanced  rap- 
idly in  Iwo  compact  columns,  the  ri^lit  one  by  the 
VftUxhall  roiid,  the  other,  by  the  main  or  direct 
mad.  General  Greene  waa  Blationed  among  the 
Short  Hills,  about  a  mile  above  the  town.  His 
troops  were  distribuled  at  various  posts,  for  there 
were  many  passes  to  guard. 

At  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  signal-guns  Rave 
notice  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  The  drums 
beat  to  arms  throughout  the  camp.  The  troops 
were  hastily  called  in  from  tbeir  posts  among  the 
mountain  passes,  and  preparations  were  made  to 
defend  the  village. 

Major  Lee,  with  his  dragoons  aiid  a  pickel- 
gnard,  was  posted  on  the  Vaushall  road,  to  check 
the  right  column  of  (he  enemy  in  its  advance. 
Colonel  Dayton,  with  his  regiment  of  New  ileraey 
militia,  was  to  check  the  lelt  column  on  the  main 
road.  Colonel  Angel  of  Rhode  Isliind,  with  about 
two  hundred  picked  men,  and  a  piece  of  artillery, 
was  to  defend  a  bridge  over  the  Railway,  a  little 
west  of  lliB  town.  Colonel  Slirevs.  sialioneil  with 
his  regiment  at  a  second  bridge  over  a  branch  of 
the  Rahway  east  of  Ihe  town,  waa  to  cover,  if 
necessary,  the  retreat  of  Colonel  Angel.  Those 
parts  of  Maxwell  and  Stark's  brigades  which  were 
not  thus  detached,  were  drawn  up  on  high  grounds 
in  the  rear  of  the  town,  having  ihe  militia  ou 
their  danks. 
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position,  aad  obliged  Lee  to  retire. 

The  ]e{t  column  met  with  simllur  opposition 
from  Daytou  and  his  Jei^ey  regiment.  None 
showed  more  ardor  in  the  light  clinn  Caldwell  the 
chHplain.  The  image  of  hie  murdered  wife  was 
before  his  eyea.  Finding  the  men  in  want  of 
wadding,  be  galloped  to  the  Preebyterian  church 
and  broaght  thence  a  quantity  of  Watts'  psalm 
and  hymn  books,  which  be  distributed  for  the  pur- 
pose among  (he  soldiers.  "  Now,"  cried  be,  "  put 
Walls  into  them,  boys  1 " 

The  eererest  Rglitiiig  of  llie  day  was  at  the 
bridge  over  the  Rahway.  For  upwards  of  half 
an  hour  Colonel  Angel  defended  it  wilh  his  hand- 
ful of  men  ngitiiist  a  vusllj  superior  force.  One 
fourth  of  his  men  were  either  killed  or  disabled  : 
the  loss  of  tlie  enemy  was  still  more  severe. 
Angel  WHS  at  lengili  compelled  lo  retire,  lie  did 
so  in  good  order,  carrying  off  his  wounded,  and 
making  his  way  through  the  village  to  the  bridge 
beyond  it.  Here  his  retreat  was  bravely  ct)vered 
by  Colonel  Shreve,  bnl  he  too  was  obliged  lo  give 
way  before  ihe  overvrhelming  force  of  the  enemy, 
and  join  the  brigades  of  Mnxwell  and  Stark  upon 
the  hill. 

General  Greene,  finding  his  front  loo  much 
extended  for  his  small  force,  and  lliat  he  wns  in 
danger  of  being   oaiflaiiked  on    the  leA    by  ihe 
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i  between  liJra  and  ihe  height  oc- 
CDpied  hj  Slark  and  Maxwell.  He  then  threw 
out  a  delacliment  wliit-h  checked  the  further  ad- 
vance of  ihe  right  column  of  the  enemy  along 
the  Vnuxhall  roud,  and  secured  that  pass  through 
(he  Short  Hilb.  Feeling  himself  now  Birongl; 
potted,  he  awailed  with  coNfideiice  the  expected 
attempt  of  tlie  enemy  lo  gain  the  height.  No 
Bnch  attempt  was  made.  Tlie  resistance  already 
experienced,  especially  al  the  bridge,  and  the  sight 
of  militia  gathering  Ironr  various  paints,  dampet>ed 
the  antor  of  the  hostile  commander.  He  saw 
that,  should  he  persist  in  pu^iihiiig  for  Morrisiown, 
he  would  liave  to  fight  hia  way  through  a  country 
abouuding  with  difficult  passes,  every  one  of  which 
would  be  ob^ttinalely  disputed  ;  and  that  the  enter- 
prise, even  if  successful,  might  cost  too  much,  be- 
sides taking  him  too  far  from  New  York,  al  n  time 
when  a  French  armament  might  be  exptcU^d. 

Before  Ihe  brigade  detached  by  Wnshingtou 
arrived  at  ihe  scene  of  action,  therefore,  the  enemy 
had  retreated.  Previous  to  their  retreat  they 
wreaked  upon  Springfield  the  same  vengeance 
they  had  iiilticled  on  Conneclicut  Farms.  The 
whole  village,  excepting  four  houses,  was  reduced 
to  ashes.  Their  gecond  retreat  was  equally  ignoble 
with  Ihuir  first.  They  were  pursued  luid  harassed 
the  whole  way  to  Elizabethlown  by  light  scouting 
parlies  and  by  the  mililia  and  yeomanry  of  the 
country,  exaspernieil  by  the  sight  of  ihe  burning 
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village.  Lee,  too,  camo  upon  iheir  rrnr  ciiiird 
with  his  lirogoons,  captured  a  (juaiilily  of  "lorcn 
AbaDdoned  by  them  iu  the  bnrry  of  relrent,  uiid 
maiie  pHsiitiers  of  several  reftigceH, 

It  was  Buiisei  when  Llio  ttneiiiy  rejiched  Elix»- 
betblown.  During  the  night  iliey  [iHaoei]  over  lo 
Sut«n  Idlaud  by  their  bridge  of  bf*!*.  Ily  mx 
o'rio^  iu  tbe  tDoming  nil  lind  (rnnscd,  and  Ilw 
brid^  had  been  remoted  —  niid  the  -SibI"  nf  Nvw 
Jersey,  h>  long  hantMcd  by  the  CAnrpaigniugs  (if 
either  anny,  was  finally  et-acuaieil  by  ilie  tnemy. 
It  ImJ  proved  *  »chool  of  wnr  to  the  Xtw^nnin 
mops.  The  jnccuwat  mardiia^  and  counttr- 
i—iihiinn  ;  tbe  radc  encainptnent.* ;  Hie  tn^inrm 
tm  aD  ki^a  of  b*rM>ip  and  prifatiim ;  ibe  aUnM ; 


of  wluck  lliM  \m\  lwc»  lb* 


wad  hiat  •»  imafEu^tmi  btoaght  two*  n«nHy  ev 
s  kraal  widi  the  Euwjymt  Meraaary  in  ■!>* 
Bahiliali  ■  omI  ii—giM  of  anM,  while  Im  hail  tW 
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continent  before  it,"  was  a  lasting  theme  of  triamph 
to  the  JDliubilAnts ;  and  it  ia  Still  the  honeat  boaflt 
among  Ihc  people  of  Morris  County,  that  "  the 
enemy  nerer  were  able  to  get  a  footiug  among  our 
hills."  At  the  same  lime  the  conflagiation  of  vil- 
lages, by  which  they  sought  to  cover  or  revenge 
their  repeated  failures,  and  their  precipitate  re- 
treat, harassed  and  insulted  by  half-disciplined 
miliiio,  and  a  crude,  rustic  levy,  forraed  kd  igno- 
minious close  to  the    Britbh    campaigns  in    the 
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WadiiDgtod  appliM  to  tb«  SCMe  Legiilatum  (or  Aid.  —  Sub- 
■etipdoiu  of  tbe  Lwli«  o(  VbiUdtlpbta.  —  Uat«  ippoiaUd 
to  CMDDUiid  difl  Soulhem  DepartmejiL.  ■ —  Fnoch  tleet  ir- 

ijna  at  Ncwpait Prepsniion  for  ■  Cumbiuid  Movcmmt 

•gaiut  Se*  Yoit.  —  Aisold  obtaini  Commud  il  W«l 
PoiBL  —  Gnoie  mignt  th«  Offic*  of  QuutermMtei-gea- 


iPPREHEXSrVE  Uiat  llie  uext  move 
\  of  ihe  CDemy  would  be  up  the  Hu'lwii, 
ishirigtoD  resumed  hie  measures  tijr  the 
•eeacity  of  Wc»t  Point;  moving  lowanls  iJie  Higb- 
Uads  in  the  hitter  part  of  Jnuc  Circuuuuuicee 
riBced  him  iliat  the  eoeniy  had  do  pres- 
la  of  fttux-kiiig  that  fortrcwi,  but  mertly 
arioot  poiuu,  to  runtil  lus  oper- 
,  and  obUg«  him  to  call  out  the  iniliiia ; 
tbereby  inierrujrtiijg  agriculttirc.  dietrtwuug  the 
OooDIiy.  aud  i«nd«riitg  his  cittui«  nupojiular. 
Harmg,  tbd'efore.  catued  the  mihlarj  suiree  iu 
Ae  JenevB  to  lie  removed  to  more  remote  luid 
iscnrv  plMws,  be  ooimlennauil^  tij  leUcr  the 
■niliria,  wltu^  were  maniiiiig  lo  uimp  &oui  Coii- 
tiuoiciil  aud  UaaBauhnBetU. 

He  now  ei»i«d  himself  to  the  atmo«t  lo  i>ro- 
csre  from  the  diSereut  States  Lt^itJatoreE  iliesr 
qMJttw  and  supplies  fur  the  regitlar  army.  "  The 
^"'•"g  ejMem,"  eaid  he,  **  has  beeti  tried  until  it 
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has  brmi|^t  tu  lo  a  crina  little  less  tlian  deeper* 
ate."  TIiU  was  the  liine  bv  one  gnat  exerdoD 
to  put  an  end  to  the  war.  The  bas'is  of  ererf- 
llung  vus  the  completiou  of  the  coutinenUl  bal- 
lalioiu  to  their  full  etiabluhmeal ;  otherwise. 
Holding  de<3sive  coulil  be  atlempted,  and  this 
campaigu,  IJku  all  the  former,  must  be  chiefiy  de* 
fenuve.  He  warned  against  those  "  indolent  and 
narrow  politicians,  who,  eicept  at  the  moment  of 
Borne  signal  nuefortuoe,  are  coutinuallj  crying,  ofi 
M  tedl,  and  wbo  to  save  a  little  present  expense, 
and  avoid  some  temporary  inconvenience,  with  no 
ill  designs  in  the  main,  wonid  protract  the  war, 
and  risk  the  perdiuon  of  onr  liberties,"  ' 

The  desired  relief,  however,  hiul  to  be  efleclod 
through  the  ramifications  of  general  and  Stale 
goTeniments,  and  their  commitleea.  Tlie  open^ 
lions  were  tardy  and  unproductive.  Liberal  con- 
tributions were  nuule  by  individuals,  a  bank  was 
tstublislieU  by  the  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia  to 
fiuilitate  the  supplies  of  the  army,  and  on  bbso- 
ciatioii  of  tallies  of  that  city  raised  by  subscrip* 
tion  between  seven  and  eight  thousand  dollars, 
which  were  put  at  the  disposition  of  Wnshiugton, 
to  be  laid  out  in  such  a  manner  as  he  might  think 
"  most  honorable  and  gratj^lng  to  the  bntve  old 
soIdiurH  who  Lad  borne  so  great  a  share  of  the 
burden  of  the  war." 

The  capture  of  General  Lincoln  at  Charleston 

had  loft  the  Southera  depurtmeut  without  a  com- 

muudor-in-chief.     As  there  were  likely  to  bo  im- 

])ortant  military  operations  in  that  quarter,  Wash- 

1  \jaaar  W  GDrenuM-  Tnunt>all.    Sparki,  tU.  If3. 
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inglon  hnd  mteaded  to  recommend  General 
Greoue  for  the  appointmeDt.  Hu  wug  an  officer 
oQ  nhoiie  abiliiie«.  discretiou,  aud  disinCereated 
pBtriotiflm  he  bad  the  fuUeat  reliance,  aud  nbom 
he  hud  ulwuye  tuund  thorougldy  disposed  to  act 
iu  Duison  with  him  in  bis  general  plan  of  carry- 
ing  OD  die  war.  Congreas,  however,  vith  unbe- 
ooming  precipitancy,  gave  that  imfiortaut  com- 
mand  to  General  Gales  (June  13th),  wiihout 
waiting  to  consult  'Washington's  views  or  witches. 

Gates,  at  the  time,  was  on  liis  estuie  in  Vlr- 
gjnia.  and  accepted  the  appointment  with  avidity, 
aDtidpaliiig  new  triomphii.  HJs  old  asaociati:, 
General  Lee,  gave  bim  an  omiuoiu  okiidon  at 
parting.  "  Beware  that  ynur  Northern  laurels 
do  Dot  change  to  Southern  willows !  " 

Ou  the  liJth  of  July  a  French  fleet,  under  the 
Chev&lierdeTemay,  arrived  at  Newport,  iii  Rhode 
Island.  It  was  cooipoaed  of  seven  shi|M  of  the 
line,  two  frigiilcs  and  two  bombs,  and  convoyed 
transports  on  board  of  which  there  were  upwards 
of  five  thoniiaud  troops.  This  was  the  first  di' 
viuoD  of  the  forces  promiaed  by  France,  of  whicli 
La&yetl«  had  spoken.  The  second  division  liad 
been  detained  at  Brest  for  want  of  transports, 
bnt  might  soon  be  expected. 

The  Count  de  Rochambeau,  lieutenant-general 
of  the  royal  armies,  was  commander-in-chief  of 
ttUB  auxiliary  force.  Me  was  a  Tcterau,  fifty-livB 
jears  of  age,  who  bad  early  distinguished  him- 
self^ when  colonel  of  the  reginient  of  Auvergue, 
ftud  had  gained  laurels  in  various  twttles.  espe- 
cially that  of  Eloater  Camp,  of  which  he  decided 
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the  success.  Since  then,  he  had  rises  from  one 
post  of  honor  to  tinother.  until  inlmsted  with 
his  present  important  command.' 

Another  officer  of  rank  and  distinction  in  this 
force,  was  Itfajor-general  thu  Marquis  de  Chaatel- 
lux,  a  frienil  and  relative  of  Lafayette,  but  mnch 
his  senior,  being  now  forty-«x  years  of  age.  He 
was  not  only  a  soldier,  but  a  man  of  letters,  and 
one  familiar  with  courts  as  well  as  camps. 

Count  Rochambeau'a  first  dispatch  to  Ver- 
gennes,  the  Friiuch  Minister  of  State  (July  16tli}, 
gare  a  discouraging  picture  of  affitirs.  "  Upon 
my  arrival  here,"  writes  he,  "  the  country  wna  in 
consternatiou,  the  piiper  money  had  fallen  to  sixty 
for  one,  and  even  the  govenimeiit  takes  it  up  at 
forty  for  one.  Washington  ha<I  for  a  long  time 
only  three  ihonsand  men  under  his  commnnd. 
The  arrival  of  the  Marquis  de  La&yetle,  and  the 
announcement  of  succors  from  Prance,  atfurdeil 
some  encouragement;  but  tlie  tones,  who  were 
very  numerous,  gave  out  that  it  w.is  only  a  tem- 
porary assistance,  like  that  of  Count  D'Estning. 
In  describiug  to  you  our  reception  at  this  plnce, 
we  shall  show  you  the  feeling  of  all  ihe  inhabi- 
tants of  the  continent.  This  town  is  of  consid- 
erable size,  and  contAins,  like  the  rest,  both  whigs 
and  lories.  I  landed  with  ray  stofl*,  without 
troops :  nobody  appeared  hi  the  streets ;  those 
at  the  windows  looked  sad  and  depressed.  I 
spoke  to  the  principal  person?^  of  the  place,  and 
toid  them,  as  I  wrot«  to  General  Washhigton, 
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I  merely  the  advanced  guiinl  of  a 
rlbrc«,  aod  that  [he  king  woa  tletermined 
To  »apport  them  with  his  whole  power.  In  tweii- 
tj-fbur  lioors  their  upiritt  rose,  and  last  night  all 
the  streets,  houses,  and  eteeplea  were  illuminiited, 
ID  the  midst  of  Sre-works,  and  the  greatest  re- 
joiciDgs.  I  am  now  here  with  a  single  cijmpnny 
of  grenadiers,  uiitil  wood  and  straw  shall  h>ive 
been  collected ;  utj  UMmp  is  mitrked  out,  and  I 
hope  to  liuve  the  troops  landed  to-morrow." 

Still,  however,  there  appears  I 
lingering  feeling  of  disappointinen 
bosom.  "  Tlie  wUigs  are  pleiisi 
Rochambeau,  "  bnt  they  say  that 
to  hi^ve  sent  twenty  thousand  a 
ships  ti>  drive  the  enemy  from  New  York ;  that 
the  country  was  infallibly  mined;  tliat  it  is 
impossible  to  liud  a  recruit  to  send  to  General 
Washington's  army,  without  giving  him  one  hun- 
dred hard  dollars  to  engage  for  six  months'  ser- 
vice, and  they  beseech  llis  Majesty  to  nssist  them 
with  all  his  strength.  The  war  will  be  an  ex- 
pensive one ;  wo  pay  even  for  our  ijiiartera,  and 
fijr  the  land  covered  with  the  camp."  ' 

The  troops  were  landed  to  the  east  of  the 
town  ;  ihcir  encampment  was  on  a  tine  situation, 
and  extended  nearly  across  the  island.  Bluch 
was  said  of  their  galhmt  and  martial  appenrance. 
There  was  the  noted  regiment  of  jinvergne,  in 
command  of  which  the  Count  de  Rochambeaa 
bad  first  gained  his  laurels,  but  which  was  now 
commanded  by  his  son  the  viscount,  thirty  years 
»  SpiiA*     WriHagt  ijf  WoMttglm,  viL  60i. 
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DabcdeL 

ityiiWm  m  ihe  pwtiting  jor  bj  the  eaptsre 
«f  Sta^giL  A  fceEng  of  adTcotKre  aod  raMaaee, 
MiiiMfiil  wHIi  the  AncrieBn  Miigglc  lutd  ^atsed 
ntaoy  of  ike  jooog  aofailiij  lo  seek  ifab  oew 
6etd  </ aetuemDeu,  1^0,  lo  nw  De  BiN:fauDbewi*B 
wT»6a,  "bfoogfat  ool  wiiii  them  ihe  hemic  and 
chiTalrom  coorvge  of  the  uioeat  Frencb  nobiUtj.' 
Ta  th«r  eredh  be  it  apoken  ftbo,  ibcf  bna^t 
witb  tben  the  aodent  FreDch  poliienesa,  br  it 
wM  remarkable  bow  soon  tbej  accomoiodNted 
Ibemcelna  lo  oKaaistaoeea,  made  light  of  all  ibe 
privatioDS  and  iocMiTetueiMes  of  a  new  coantry, 
and  tanfonaed  to  the  KtmiliAr  siroplidif  of  rvpub- 
lic«n  inantit:rs.  GeneTal  Healfa.  who,  bj  Wash* 
ington's  order?,  was  (here  to  offer  his  Berviues, 
waa,  hj  hb  owu  account,  "  cbarmed  with  (he  of- 
ficer*," who,  on  Iheir  part,  be  said,  eipres^  (be 
highe«(  saliffavtion   with   the   (realment    thejr  ro- 

Thc  inntructians  of  the  French  ministiy  to  the 
Count  lie  ItocIiHrobe-flti  plHi-cU  him  entirely  un- 
der (lie  command  of  General  Washington.  Tlie 
French  (roops  were  to  be  considered  as  auxil- 
iaries, and  a»  Duch  were  to  Inke  the  left  of  the 
Amerioiii  troops,  and,  in  all  cases  of  ceremony, 
lo  yielil  them  the  prefereTice,  Ttiia  considerate 
arr»ngcment  had  been  adopted  at  llie  suggestion 
of  the  Miirqiiis  de  Lafayette,  and  was  intended 
lo  prevent  the  recurrence  of  those  queslinna  of 
rank  nnd  etiquette  which  had  heretofoi'e  disturbed 
ihe  oombiiied  aervice. 
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Washington,  in  general  orders,  congralulnled 
tbe  army  on  Ilie  arrival  of  this  titnelj  and  gener- 
ous succor,  which  he  hailed  us  a  iiew  tie  between 
France  and  America  ;  aiiticipaiing  that  the  only 
contention  between  the  two  aiTiiics  would  be  to 
excel  each  otiier  in  good  offices,  and  in  the  dis- 
play of  every  military  virtue.  The  American 
cockade  had  hitliurto  been  black, ■  that  of  tbe 
French  was  white ;  he  recommended  to  his  otli- 
I  cockade  of  black  and  while  intermingled 
inplimenC  lo  their  allies,  and  as  a  symbot  of 
friendship  a 

His  joy  at  tliia  important  reinforcement  was 
dashed  by  the  mortifying  reflection,  that  he  was 
still  unprovided  with  the  troops  and  military 
menus  requisite  for  the  comhineil  operations  med- 
italeJ.  Still  he  look  upon  himwif  the  respurmi' 
bQity  of  immediate  action,  and  forihnitb  di.<- 
palched  Latayette  to  hiive  an  interview  with  the 
French  commanders,  explain  tbe  eircumntances 
of  the  case,  and  concert  plans  for  the  proposed  at- 
tack upon  New  York, 

*■  Pressed  on  all  sides  by  a  choice  of  diflicul- 
ties,"  writes  be  to  the  President,  "  I  have  adujiled 
that  line  of  conduct  which  suited  the  di^iily 
and  fuiib  of  Congress,  the  repulution  of  these 
Slates,  and  the  honor  of  onr  arms.  Neither  the 
KAsod  nor  a  regard  to  decency  would  permit  de- 
lay. The  die  is  cast,  and  it  remains  with  the 
Slates  tn  fulfill  either  their  engagements,  preserve 
their  credit  and  support   their  iudependeiice.  or  lo 

involve  ua  in  disgrace  and  defeat I 

sliall  proceed  on  the  suppositiou  that  they  will  ul- 
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tiniately  consult  iheir 


3   evidently  ii 


interest 
it  suffer  us  to  fail  for  wtint 
r  power 
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boa  been  dime,  Rud  is  doing,  by  some  of  iIjc  Stales, 
conllrms  the  opiciion,  I  bave  entertaiued  of  ihe 
sufficient  resources  of  tbo  country.  As  to  the 
disposition  of  tbe  people  to  submit  to  any  nr- 
rangemetits  for  bringing  tliem  forth,  I  see  no 
reasonitlile  grounds  U>  duubl.  Tf  we  fttil  for  wont 
of  proper  exertions,  in  Any  of  Ilie  goverumenia,  I 
trust  the  responsibility  will  full  wbere  it  ought, 
and  that  I  aliall  stand  jiiatilied  lo  Congress,  to 
my  country,  and  to  Ihe  world." 

The  arrival,  however,  of  tlie  British  Admiral 
GrRvea,  at  New  York,  on  the  ISlli  of  July,  with 
six  ships-of-the-line,  gHve  Che  enemy  such  a  supe- 
rioriiy  of  naVHl  force,  that  the  design  on  New 
York  wafi  po.'ttpojied  until  ibe  second  French  di- 
visiou  should  make  its  appearance,  or  a  squadron 
under  ibe  Count  de  Guichen,  which  was  expecied 
Irom  the  West  Indies. 

lu  the  mean  time  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  who  bad 
iniormaiion  of  nil  tbe  plans  and  movements  of  the 
allies,  determined  lo  fbreslull  tbe  meditated  attack 
upon  New  York,  by  beating  i|p  ilie  Fi-ejicb  quar- 
ters on  Rhode  Island.  This  he  was  to  du  In  per- 
son at  tbe  bend  of  six  thousand  men.  aided  by 
Admiriil  ArbutbnoC  with  hb  fleet.  Sir  Henry  ac- 
cordingly proceeded  with  bis  troops  to  Tiirog's 
Neck  on  the  sound,  there  to  embark  on  board  of 
transports  which  Arbutbnot  was  lo  provide.  No 
sooner  did  WRsliinglon  learn  that  so  large  n  force 
Lad  lell  New  York,  than  ho  crossed  the  Hudson 
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10  Peeliskill,  and  pivptired  to  move  townrda  Kiii^j's 
Bridge,  wiih  the  maiu  body  of  bia  troops,  wliicb 
bftd  receutly  been  reiuforcec].  His  intention  wns, 
eitlier  to  oblige  Sir  Henry  to  abandon  bis  project 
agti!nsl  Rhode  Istanit,  or  to  strike  a  blow  iit  New 
York  during  his  absence.  As  Wnahiugton  whs 
on  horsebRck,  observing  the  crossing  of  tbe  last 
division  of  his  troops.  General  Arnnid  uppmiK-bed, 
having  juet  arrived  in  tbe  C(im|i.  Arnold  jiad  been 
tnatieuveriiig  of  late  lo  get  the  command  of  West 
Point,  and,  Hmong  other  means,  had  induced  Mr. 
Robert  K.  Livingston,  then  a  New  York  member 
of  Congress,  to  suggest  it  in  a  letter  lo  Wa-shirjg- 
lon  as  a  nieBBure  of  great  expediency.  Arnold 
now  accosted  the  latter  lo  know  wlietber  any 
place  had  been  assigned  to  liim.  He  was  told, 
thai  be  was  to  command  the  left  wing,  and  Wash- 
ington added,  that  they  would  have  fuj'lhcr  cou- 
versalion  on  the  subject  when  he  returned  lo 
head-qiitirlers.  The  silence  and  evident  clingrin 
with  which  the  reply  was  received  surprised  Wash- 
ington, and  he  was  still  more  siirpri.sed  witen  be 
enbseqiieiiily  leanied  thai  Aniold  was  more  desi- 
rous of  a  garrison  poHt  than  of  n  command  in  tbe 
field,  nlihougl)  a  post  of  honor  had  been  assigned 
him,  and  active  service  was  anticipated.  Arnold's 
excuse  was  ihat  his  wounded  leg  still  untitled  him 
fur  action  either  on  foot  or  horseback ;  but  that  at 
West  Point  he  might  render  himself  useful. 

Tlie  expedition  of  Sir  Henry  was  delayeil  by 
Ibe  tardy  arrival  of  transports.  ]n  the  mean 
time  bo  heard  of  the  sudden  move  of  Washington, 
Biid  learned,  moreover,  thai  the  position  of  the 
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French  at  Newport  had  been  streugibened  by  the 
militift  from  ihe  tieighboring  counlry.  Tlie»e  ti- 
diogs  diseoucerted  Uia  plnns.  He  left  AdmirnI 
Arbulhnol  to  proceed  n-lih  bis  squ&dron  lo  New- 
port, blockade  the  French  6eel,  And  endenvor  to 
intercept  the  second  dJTisioa,  supposed  to  be  od 
its  wBj,  while  he  with  his  troops  hastened  bnck  to 
New  York. 

In  conaequeni«  of  their  return  Wftshington  agaia 
withdrew  his  forces  to  the  west  side  of  the  Hud- 
son ;  first  establiitliing  a  post  Hud  Ibowin;;  up  srnaH 
works  at  Dobbe'  Ferry,  about  ten  miles  iibave 
Kiug'd  Bridge,  to  secure  a  com rouuicH lion  across 
the  rirer  for  the  trans  portalion  of  troops  and  ord- 
nance, should  the  design  upon  New  York  be  pros- 
ecuted. 

Arnold  now  received  the  important  command 
which  he  hiul  so  earnestly  coveted.  It  included 
the  fortress  at  West  Point  and  (he  posts  from 
Fbhkill  to  Kings  Perry,  together  with  (he  corps 
of  infantry  and  cavalry  ailvanced  towards  ilie 
enemy's  line  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  He 
WAS  ordered  to  have  the  works  at  the  Point  com- 
pleted as  expedidously  ns  possible,  and  to  keep  nil 
his  posts  on  their  guard  Rgaiiisl  surprise  ;  (here 
being  constant  apprehensions  ihat  the  eiieniy  might 
make  a  sudden  effort  to  gain  possession  of  the  river. 

Having  made  these  arrangements,  Washington 
recrossed  to  the  west  side  of  the  Hudson,  aud  took 
post  at  Orangelown  or  Tappan,  on  the  hordera  of 
the  Jerseys,  and  opposite  to  Dobbs'  Ferry,  to  be 
at  hand  for  any  attempt  upon  New  York, 

The  execution  of  this  cherished  design,  however, 
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was  agnia  po!>tpoiied  b;  iiitelligence  that  the  second 
dirisioQ  of  the  French  reinforeemetits  was  hlook- 
aded  in  the  harbor  of  Brest  by  the  Briiish  :  Wash- 
ingtoo  giill  liB<I  hope?  that  it  mi^ht  be  cnrrie<l  into 
effect  by  tiie  aid  of  (he  wjnadron  of  the  Count  de 
Giiicheii  from  the  West  Indies ;  or  of  a  fleet  from 
Cadiz. 

At  this  crilieal  juncture,  an  etnbarraaaing  de- 
rangement took  place  in  the  quartertnaster-gener' 
■1'b  department,  of  which  Genenil  Greene  was  the 
bead.  The  reor^aiiizatiou  of  thin  depariment  had 
hmg  been  in  ftgiiation.  A  system  had  been  di- 
gested by  WaBhingion.  Schuyler,  and  Greene, 
adapted,  as  they  thought,  to  the  actual  ailualioR 
of  the  country.  Greene  hail  offered,  should  it  be 
ndopl«d,  to  continue  in  the  discliarge  of  the  duties 
of  the  department,  without  any  extra  emolument 
other  than  would  cover  the  expenses  of  his  family. 
Congrens  devised  adiflerent  scheme.  He  considered 
it  incapable  of  execution,  and  likely  to  be  attended 
with  calamitous  and  disgraceful  results;  he  tliero- 
fore  leiidered  his  resignation.  Wasliiuglon  en- 
deavored lo  prevent  its  being  accepted.  "  Unless 
effi^ual  measures  are  taken,"  said  he,  "  lo  induce 
General  Greene  and  the  other  principal  officers  of 
that  department  lo  continue  iheir  services,  there 
must  of  necessity  be  a  total  stagnation  of  military 
basinet.  We  not  only  must  cease  from  llie  prep- 
nraiioua  for  the  eampiiign,  but  in  all  probability, 
shall  be  obliged  lo  dis])crao,  if  not  disband  ihe 
army,  for  want  of  sulHiBteru-e." 

The  lone  and  manner,  however,  assumed  by 
General  Greene  in  offering  his  resignation,  and 
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the  lime  chosen,  whcD  ihe  campnigu  was  opened, 
the  enemy  in  the  fieW,  simI  llie  French  cornmaud- 
ers  waiting  for  cooperation,  were  deeply  oflunslve 
to  Congress.  His  resigiiatioit  whs  promplly  hc- 
cepled  :  [here  was  a  talk  even  of  suspending  him 
from  his  command  iu  the  line. 

Washington  interposed  his  sagaciotjs  and  con- 
siderate counsels  to  allay  this  imiatioa,  and  pre* 
vent  the  infliction  of  such  an  indignity  upon  nn 
olficer  for  whom  he  enlertaincd  the  liighest  esteem 
and  friendship.  "  A  procedure  of  this  kind,  n-itbout 
ti  proper  trial,"  said  lie,  ■'  mnsi  touch  the  fetUin^ 
of  every  otBccr.  It  will  show  in  a  conspicuous 
point  of  view  the  niicertain  tenure  by  which  they 
hold  their  commissions.  In  n  word,  it  will  exhibit 
aiieh  a  specimen  of  power,  that  I  qnesiiou  much 
if  there  is  an  otiicer  in  the  whole  Hue  that  will 
hold  a  commission  heyond  the  end  of  Ihe  cam- 
paign, if  he  does  till  then.  Sncli  an  act  in  the 
most  de»:potic  govermenl  would  be  attended  at 
least  with  loud  complaints," 

The  counsels  of  Washington  prevailed ;  the  in- 
dignity WHS  not  inflicted,  and  Congress  was  saved 
fnim  tlie  error,  if  not  disgrace,  of  discarding  trom 
her  service  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  meritorious 
of  her  generals. 

Colonel  Pickering  was  appointed  to  succeed 
Greene  as  quartermaster-general,  but  the  latter 
continued  for  some  time,  at  the  request  of  Wash- 
ington, to  aid  in  conducting  the  business  of  the 
departtncnL  Colonel  Pickering  acquitted  himself 
in  his  new  office  with  zeal,  talenls,  and  integrity, 
but  there  were  rndicul  defects  in  the  system  which 
defied  all  ability  and  exertion. 
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The  commissariat  nas  equally  iu  a  stale  of  de- 
rangement. "At  Ihis  very  juncture,"  writea 
Wa^hiiiglon  (August,  20th),  "  1  am  reduced  to  the 
puinrul  aliernntive,  either  of  dismissing  a  part  of 
the  miliiia  now  assembling,  or  of  letting  lljem 
come  forward  to  Biarvo ;  which  it  will  be  extremely 
difficult  for  the  troops  already  in  the  field  to  aToid. 
.  .  .  .  Every  day's  experience  proves  more 
end  more  that  the  present  mode  of  supplies  ia  the 
mo»i  unuerlain,  expensive,  and  injurious  that  could 
be  devised.  It  is  impossible  for  ua  to  Form  any 
calculations  of  what  we  are  to  expect,  and,  con- 
sequently, to  concert  any  p'ans  for  future  execu- 
tion. Ko  adeqnate  provision  of  forage  having 
been  made,  we  are  now  obligeil  to  subsist  the 
hotses  of  the  a.i'uiy  by  force,  which,  among  other 
evils  oflen  gives  rise  to  civil  disputes,  and  prosecu- 
tions, as  vexatious  as  iliey  are  burdensome  to  the 
public."  In  his  emergencies  he  was  forced  to 
empty  ibe  tnagsKities  at  West  Point ;  yet  these 
afforded  but  temporary  relief;  scarcity  continued 
IA  prevail  lo  a  distressing  degree,  and  on  the  6th 
of  September,  he  coraplaiiis  that  the  army  has  for 
two  or  three  days  been  entirely  destitute  of  meat. 
"  Such  injury  to  the  discipline  of  the  army,"  adds 
be,  "  and  such  distress  to  the  inhabitants,  result 
thnn  these  frequent  events,  that  my  reelings  are 
hurt  beyond  deacription  at  the  cries  of  the  oite 
and  at  seeing  the  other." 

The  anxiety  of  Washington  at  this  moment  of 
embarrnasment  was  heightened  by  the  receipt  of 
disasirunH  intelligence  fram  the  south  ;  the  purport 
of  which  we  shall  sucdnctly  relate  in  another 
diapler. 
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KSgl   miliiHry  commatid  al  llie  Suuth  by  Sir 

recolluctc'l,  wiih  the  iuvnxioti  of  North  CaralJiia. 
It  WAS  Hii  enterprise  id  whit-h  much  diffii'ulty  was 
to  be  apprt!lieiidt;d,  bolli  from  the  chHmcler  of  tbe 
people  Hiid  the  coiuitrj.  The  ori^jiiml  settlers 
were  from  VHriouB  parU,  most  of  them  men  who 
had  experieiicei]  poUliiuil  or  religious  oppr«s«ion, 
Hnd  hiid  brought  with  them  a  qiiii;k  fteiisibility  to 
wrong,  n  stern  appreciHtJnn  of  their  rrghln,  Hncl  an 
indo  mi  table  spirit  of  freedom  and  independence, 
lu  the  heart  of  the  Stnle  wns  a  hnrdy  PrirsbyleriBD 
Block,  the  Scotch  Irish,  na  they  were  calW,  having 
emigrated  fj'om  Scotland  to  Irelnnd.  nnd  (hence  to 
America;  and  who  were  said  to  poRsess  ihe  im- 
pulsiveness of  the  Irishman,  with  the  dogged  res- 
olution of  the  Covenanter. 

The  early   history  of  ihe  colony  abounds   with 
ifl  of  this  spirit  among  its  people.     "  Tliey 
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atwnjs  belinved  insolcDily  to  tlieir  goventoi-s" 
eomplnina  Governor  Barrington  iu  1731;  "pmno 
they  have  driven  oil  I  of  llie  country  —  nt  oilier 
times  lliey  aet  up  a,  governmeot  of  iheir  own 
cboicc,  Hupporled  by  men  under  arms."  It  was 
in  fHct  the  spirit  of  popular  liberty  and  self-gov- 
ernment which  dtirred  within  them,  Rud  gave  birth 
to  the  glorioirs  nxioin  :  "  llie  riglits  of  (lie  many 
against  llie  exactions  of  the  few."  So  ripe  was 
this  spirit  at  an  early  day,  that  when  tlie  boiitniary 
was  run,  iu  1727,  between  North  Carolina 
KoA  Virginia,  the  boiJarers  were  eager  to  be  in- 
claded  witliin  the  former  province,  "  as  thei-e  they 
payed  uo  tribnle  to  God  or  Cresar." 

It  was  this  spirit  which  gave  rise  to  the  con- 
I  federacy.  culled  the  Keguhition,  ibrmed  to  witli- 
1  Mnnd  the  abuses  of  power ;    and  the  first  blood 
<   ghed   in  our    country,   iu   reaistance   to    arbitrary 
taxniion,  waa  at  Alniance  in  this  province,  in  a 
OOnSict    between    the    regulators    and    Governor 
TVyciu.     Above  all,  it  should  never  lie  forgotten, 
,   that  at  Mecklenbur;?,  in  the  heart  of  North  Caro- 
lina, was   fulminated   the   first    declaration  of  in- 
dependence  of  the  British  crown,  upwards  of  a 
[  jear  befrire  a  like  declaration  by  Congress. 

A  papulation  so  characterized  presented  formid- 
able difficulties  to  the  invader.  The  physical  dif- 
flciilties  arising  from  the  nature  of  the  country 
consisted  in  its  mountain  fastnesses  in  the  north- 
western part,  ilH  voflt  forests,  its  sterile  tracts,  its 
long  rivers,  deslilnie  of  bridges,  and  which,  though 
fbrdable  in  fair  weather,  were  liable  to  he  swollen 
by  sudden  storms  and  freshets,  and  rendered  deep, 
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turbulent,  and  impassable.  These  riffere,  id  fact, 
which  ruMied  (town  Trom  the  mouDlain,  but  wound 
eliiggialily  through  the  phiins,  were  the  military 
Btrens'li  of  the  country,  as  we  shall  have  Trequent 
occasion  to  show  in  (he  course  of  our  narrative. 

Lord  Comwallis  forlwra  to  attempt  the  invit- 
eIod  of  North  Carolina  nudl  the  summer  heats 
should  be  over  and  the  harveals  gathered  in.  lu 
the  mean  time  he  disposed  of  his  troops  in  can- 
tonments, to  cover  the  frontiers  of  South  Carolina 
and  Geozpa,  and  maintain  their  internal  quiet. 
The  command  of  the  frontiers  wns  given  by  him 
to  Lord  Riiwdon.  who  made  Camden  his  prindpnl 
post  This  town,  the  capital  of  Kershaw  Dis- 
trict, a  fertile,  fruitful  country,  was  situated  on 
the  east  bank  of  the  Wat«ree  River,  on  the  road 
leading  Co  North  Carolina.  It  was  to  be  the 
grand  military  depot  for  the  projected  aimpaign. 

Having  made  these  dispositions,  Lord  Com- 
wallis set  up  his  head-quarters  at  Charleston, 
where  he  oceupieil  himself  in  regidatiug  the  civil 
and  commercial  affairs  of  the  province,  in  orgaa- 
izing  the  militia  of  the  lower  districts,  and  in  for- 
warding provisions  aud  munitions  of  war  to 
Camden. 

The  proclamation  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  pat- 
ting an  end  to  all  neutrality,  and  the  rigorous 
penalties  and  persecutions  with  which  bU  infrao- 
tions  of  its  leiins  were  punished,  had  for  a  time 
quelled  the  spirit  of  the  country.  By  degrees, 
however,  the  dread  of  British  power  gave  way  to 
impatience  of  British  exactions.  Symptoms  of 
revolt    manifested    themselves    iu    various    parts. 
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f  trere  encouraged  by  intelligence  tlint  De 
Kalb,  sent  by  Washingtou,  was  advancing  through 
Norlli  Carolina  at  the  head  of  two  Uioiisfind  men, 
and  lliat  the  militia  of  that  Stale  and  of  Vii'giuia 
were  joining  hiB  alitudurd.  This  was  auoji  tul- 
lowed  bj  lidingB  that  Gates,  the  conquei'or  of 
Burgoyne,  was  on  his  wny  to  take  coamiand  of 
the  Southern  forces. 

The  prospect  of  such  aid  from  the  North  rean- 
imat«d  the  Southern  patriols.  One  of  the  most 
eminent  of  these  was  Thomas  Sumler,  whom  the 
Carolinians  had  sumamed  the  Game  Cock.  He 
WHS  between  forty  and  fifty  yean  of  uge,  brave, 
hardy,  viguruuB,  resolute.  He  had  served  against 
die  ludians  in  his  boyhood,  during  the  old  French 
war,  aud  had  been  present  at  the  defeat  of  Brad- 
dock.  In  the  present  war  he  had  held  the  rank 
of  lieuteiiftutr^wlonel  of  riflemen  in  the  eoiitmen- 
tal  line.  Afler  the  fall  of  Charleston,  when  pa- 
Inots  took  refuge  in  contiguous  States,  or  in  the 
uaturKl  tastnessBs  of  the  cwmitry,  he  had  retired 
with  his  family  into  one  of  tlie  latter. 

The  lower  part  of  South  Carolina  for  upwards 
of  a  hundred  miles  back  from  tlie  sea  is  a  level 
country,  abounding  with  swainps,  lucked  up  in  the 
windings  of  the  rivers  which  flow  down  from  the 
Appalachian  Mountains.  Some  of  these  swamps 
are  mere  canebrakes,  of  little  use  until  subdued 
by  cultivation,  when  they  yield  abundant  crops 
of  rice.  Others  are  covered  with  forests  of  cy- 
pr^a,  cedar,  and  laurel,  green  all  the  year  and 
odoriferous,  but  tangled  with  vines  and  almost  im- 
penetrable,    lu  their  bosoms,  however,  ai'e  fine 
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aavaiinahs ;  natarat  lawns,  open  Us  enltivation, 
KDil  yielding  abandanl  pastorage.  It  reijuirea  lo- 
cal knuwieitge.  however,  to  penetrBte  these  wQ- 
deroessefl,  and  hence  they  form  etrongholda  \o  the 
people  of  the  conntfy.  In  one  of  these  untnral 
festnesses,  on  the  borders  of  i)ie  Santee,  Sumter 
bad  taken  up  his  residence,  and  bence  be  would 
laily  forth  in  various  directJons.  During  a  lem- 
pontry  ab-seuce  his  retreat  had  been  invaded,  bis 
house  bunit  lo  the  ground,  hia  wife  and  children 
driven  forth  without  shelter.  Private  injury  had 
thus  been  added  to  the  iacentives  of  patriotism. 
Emerging  bom  bis  hiding-place,  he  had  thrown 
himself  among  a  handful  of  his  fellow  sufferera 
who  had  taken  refiige  in  Nortli  Carolina.  Tbey 
chose  him  at  once  hs  a  leader,  and  resolved  on  a 
desperate  struggle  for  the  deliverance  of  thmr 
Dative  State,  Destitute  of  regular  weapons,  they 
forged  rude  substitutes  out  of  the  implements  of 
husbandrv.  Old  miU-san's  were  converted  into 
broad-swonlg ;  knives  at  the  en<1s  of  poles  served 
for  lances ;  while  the  country  housewives  gludly 
gave  up  their  pewter  dishes  and  other  utensils,  to 
be  melted  down  and  cast  into  bullets  for  such  as 
had  firearms. 

When  Sumter  led  this  gallunt  band  of  exiles 
over  the  border,  tbey  did  not  amount  in  number 
to  two  hundred ;  yet,  with  these,  he  attacked  and 
routed  a  well-armed  body  of  BrilJsh  troops  and 
lories,  the  terror  of  the  frontier.  His  followera 
supplied  themselves  with  wenpons  from  the  slwn. 
In  a  Utile  while  his  band  was  augmeuted  by  re- 
cruits.    Parties  of  militia,  also,  recently  embodied 
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imcler  the  compelliiig  measures  of  Comwallis,  de- 
serted to  the  patriot  sUndard.  Thus  reiiifort-ed 
to  the  amouiit  (if  six  hundred  men,  he  ma'le,  on 
the  30th  of  July,  a  spirited  attack  on  the  British 
post  at  Rocky  Mount,  near  the  Catawba,  but  was 
repulsed.  A  more  successful  attack  was  macle  by 
him,  eight  days  afternarda,  on  another  post  at 
Hanging  Rock.  T!ie  Prince  of  Wides  regiment 
nhich  deretided  it  was  uearly  anuiliilated,  and  a 
large  body  of  Norlh  Carolina  loyalists,  under 
Colonel  Brian,  was  routed  and  diB[ier5ed.  The 
gallant  exploits  of  Sumter  were  en>ulateii  in  otlier 
[lartBof  Uie  country,  and  ihe  parUsan  war  thus 
commenced  was  carried  on  with  an  auilacity  that 
soOQ  obliged  (he  enemy  to  cull  in  their  oulpoats, 
and  colleet  their  troops  in  large  masses. 

The  advance  of  De  Kalb  with  reinforcements 
from  the  North,  h.id  been  reWrded  by  various 
difficulties,  the  most  important  of  whicli  was  want 
of  provisions.  This  had  beL'n  espedally  the  case, 
he  said,  since  his  arrival  in  North  Carolina.  The 
legislative  or  executive  power,  he  coniplaineil, 
g&ve  him  no  assistance,  nor  could  ho  olitiin  sup- 
plies from  the  people  but  by  mitiiary  force. 
There  was  no  flour  in  the  cnmp,  nor  were  dispo- 
e'ltioiis  made  to  furnish  any.  His  troops  were  re- 
duced for  &  time  to  short  allowance,  and  at  length, 
on  the  6th  of  July,  brought  to  a  positive  halt  at 
Deep  River.'  The  North  Carolina  miijtia,  under 
Geoeml  Caswell,  were  ulrcidy  in  the  field,  on  the 
road  to  Camden,  beyond  the  Pedee  River.     He 

>  A  bnacb  of  Cap*  Fsu  KtTsr.  The  aborigilill  nsiae,  Sup- 
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was  anxioua  to  form  a  junction  with  tliem,  and 
with  some  Virginia  trcwps,  under  Colonel  Porter- 
field,  reliques  of  the  defenders  of  Charleston ; 
but  »  wide  und  sterile  region  lay  betvreen  him 
and  them,  difficult  to  be  traveree*!,  unlesB  msgft- 
zinea  were  established  iii  advance,  or  lie  were 
supplied  with  provisions  to  take  with  him.  Thus 
urcumstanceil,  he  wrote  to  Cou^sb  and  to  the 
Stale  Legislature,  representing  his  Bilualioo,  and 
entreating  relief.  For  three  weeks  he  remained 
in  this  encnmpment,  foraging  an  exhausted  coun- 
try for  a  meagre  subsistence,  and  was  thinking  of 
deviaUug  to  the  right,  and  seeking  (he  fertile 
counties  of  Mecklenburg  and  Rowan,  when,  ou 
the  25ih  of  July,  Geueral  Gates  arrived  at  the 

The  baron  greeted  hira  with  a  continental  sa- 
lute from  his  little  juirk  of  artillery,  and  recdved 
him  with  tlje  wremoiiy  and  deference  due  to  a 
superior  officer  who  was  to  tuke  the  commoudL 
There  was  a  contest  of  politeness  between  the 
two  generals.  Gates  approved  of  De  Kalb's 
standing  orders,  but  at  the  first  review  of  ihe 
troops,  to  the  great  astonishment  of  the  baron, 
gave  orders  ftr  them  to  hold  themselves  in  readi- 
ness to  march  at  a  iiiomenfs  warning.  It  was  ev- 
ident he  meant  to  siguatize  himself  by  celerity  of 
movement  in  contrast  with  protracted  delays. 

It  was  in  vain  the  destitute  situation  of  the 
troops  was  rcpivsenled  to  him,  and  that  they  bad 
not  a  day'x  provision  in  advance.  His  reply  was, 
that  wagons  laden  with  supplies  wei'e  cjjmiiig 
and  would  overtake  tlicm  in  two  day 
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On  the  27th,  lie  aclunlly  put  the  army  iii  mo- 
lion  oviar  tlie  Bulftila  Fori),  on  [he  ctiruct  rund  lo 
CamJcD.  ColuDtl  WllliHina,  ihe  niljiiiAnt-geii- 
eral  of  De  K»lb.  wiimed  him  of  the  siei'ile  (iHtiii-e 
of  that  ri>ui«,  and  recomm ended  a  rjiore  cireiiil- 
DU9  one  futilier  norlh,  which  ihe  brtron  had  in- 
tended to  lake,  and  which  passed  ihiough  the 
abundant  uoinity  of  Mecklenburg.  Gates  per- 
siflted  in  taking  the  direct  roiile,  observing  that 
he  sliould  the  Eooner  form  n  junulion  wiih  Caa- 
ttAX  and  the  North  Carolina  miliiin  ;  iind  nn  lo 
the  slerililj  of  the  eountry,  his  supplies  would 
soon  overtake  him. 

The  route  proved  all  that  had  l>een  represented. 
It  led  Ihrongh  n  region  of  pine  barrens,  .^nnd  hilli^, 
and  ewamps,  with  few  human  habitalions.  tmd  (hose 
moslly  deserted.  The  supplies  of  which  he  had 
Spoken  never  overlook  liim.  llis  army  had  lo 
subsist  iUelf  on  lean  cattle,  roaming  iilmust  wild 
in  the  woods  ;  end  to  supply  Ihe  want  of  breud 
with  green  Indian  corn,  unripe  apples,  and  peaches. 
The  conwqueiice  was,  a  distressing  prevalence  of 
dywiitery. 

Having  crossed  the  Pedee  River  on  the  3d  of 
August,  ihc  army  was  joined  by  a  hiimlful  of 
bruve  Virgitiia  regulars,  under  Lieuleiiant-culunel 
PorterReld.  who  had  been  wandering  about  the 
country  since  the  disaster  of  Chaileatoii ;  and, 
on  the  7ih,  the  much  desired  junction  took  place 
with  the  North  Carolina  mihiia.  Ou  the  13th 
they  encamped  at  Rugeley'a  Mills,  otherwise  called 
CleriDoril,  about  twelve  miles  from  Camden,  and, 
on  the  following  day  were  reinforced  by  a  brig- 
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Rile  of  Mven  hundred  Virginia  roiliiia,  under 
General  Stevens. 

On  llie  npproncli  of  Giile.i,  Lord  Rnwdon  hnil 
conceiilmlfd  liis  forces  al  CHmdeii.  The  post 
WHS  flunked  by  tlie  Waleree  Kiver  and  PJiie-tree 
Crtfek,  and  Ptretiglhened  willi  rt'donbla.  Lord 
Cornwidlis  hnd  hastened  hither  from  Clinrleston 
on  learning  that  iiifiiirs  in  this  qiiHrler  were 
drnwing  lo  a  crisis,  and  had  arrived  here  on  the 
13lh.  Tim  British  effective  hnx  llius  colWted 
WHS  something  more  tliaii  two  tliousaiid,  induding 
officers.  About  five  hundred  were  militia  and 
lory  refugees  from  North  Carolina. 

The  furew  under  Galea,  accnnling  lo  ihe  re- 
turn of  his  adjn Ian  1 -general,  were  three  thonsand 
and  fltly-two  lii  for  duty;  more  thau  two  thirds 
of  them,  liowever,  were  militia. 

On  the  14ih,  he  received  an  express  from 
General  Sumter,  who,  with  hiR  partisan  corps, 
(ifter  harassing  the  enemy  at  various  poiiilSi,  was 
DOW  endeavoring  to  cut  ofT  their  supplies  from 
Charteston.     The  object  of  llie    eitpress  was  to 
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turinga  large  convoy  of  clothing,  animiiiiilion,and 
stores,  on  its  way  lo  the  garrison,  and  which  would 
paw  WalL-ree  Ferry,  ahoiit  a  mile  from  Camden. 
G.iiea  acconiiiigly  detached  Colonel  Woolford 
of  the  Maryland  line,  with  one  hundred  regulars, 
a  party  of  artillery,  and  two  brass  field- pieces. 
On  the  same  evening  lie  moved  with  his  main 
forc'e  to  take  post  at  a  deep  stream  alKiut  seven 
miles  from  Camden,  intending  to  allaok  Lord 
Rawilon  or  his  redoubts  alioiild  he  nuirth  out  iu 
force  to  repel  Sumler. 
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It  seems  liardlj  credible  tliat  Gales  cliould 
have  been  so  remiss  in  collccling  informiilioii  con- 
cerning llie  movemeiita  of  bis  enemy  as  to  be 
iiHerly  unaware  that  Lonl  Coniwallis  liai]  arrived 
al  Cnmdtn.  Such,  however,  we  are  assured  by 
his  adjiiiani-general.  was  llie  facL* 

By  a,  singular  coincidence.  Lord  Curnwnllia  on 
the  very  same  evening  snllit^d  forth  from  Cuniden 
to  attiick  the  American  camp  at  Ciermoiit. 

AViQt  two  o'clock  at  nigbl,  the  two  forces 
blnridcred,  as  it  were,  on  each  other  aboiit  iialf 
wny.  A  Fkirmieh  tnok  place  between  their  ad- 
vance guanls,  ill  which  Porterfield  of  llie  Virginia 
regulars  WHS  morlally  woimded.  Some  prisoners 
were  taken  on  either  Bide,  From  iheae  llie  re- 
spective commanders  learnt  the  nature  of  the 
forces  each  bad  stumbled  upon.  Both  hnlted, 
rcinned  their  troops  for  action,  but  deferred  further 
boBtililies  until  diiyliglit. 

Giiles  was  oBtounded  at  heitig  told  that  the  en- 
emy at  hnnd  wtia  Cornwallis  wilh  three  thousand 
men.  Calling  a  omncil  of  witr,  he  dt-matidcd 
whiit  wufl  beet  lo  be  done.  For  a  moment  or 
mo  lliere  was  blank  silence.  It  was  broken  by 
General  Stevens  of  the  Virginia  militia,  wilh  the 
qDCKlion,  "  Gcnllemen,  is  it  nut  too  late  now  to  do 
aoytliing  but  fight  ?  "  No  other  advice  was  asked 
or  offered,  and  all  were  reqiiireil  lo  repnir  to  their 
•  respective  commands,^  though  Genera!  de  Kalb, 
we  are  told,  was  of  opinion  that  Ihey  should  re- 
gain their  pDi»ition  at  Qermont,  and  there  await 
au  Nttack. 
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b  fc*n«iug  dw  line,  the  Gnt  SbiTlaa^  fm- 
ioo,  Indarfin^  ibe  Ddawire*.  wM  on  the  r^^ 

OMnoMrifbd  hf  De  K>Ih.  The  VbriBia  ntilhw 
xaiArr  Sterem  irere  on  the  \rfL  Giawell  with 
the  North  Ceroliniiins  formed  the  centra  The 
enilln-j  «a»  in  bellerj  oo  (be  nMd.  £ack 
flanfc  imi  oDvered  bjr  «  BHtsh.  The  eeoond 
Mnrrland  farignde  larmeA  »  reKire,  a  few  hiw- 
dred  jranlft  in  rear  of  (he  But 

At  iln_vbr«ek  f  Ae^mt  16th),  the  enemj  w«re 
dimtj  HeMTied  ndvitiK-Jna  in  colnmn ;  they  sp- 
peoml  to  he  dinplajing  to  the  righl.  The  de|>- 
Uly  ■itjiitani -general  ordered  the  artiHerf  to  open 
a.  tav.  upon  ihern,  and  then  rode  to  General  Gate^ 
who  WH9  in  ibe  rear  of  the  line,  to  inform  him  of 
the  cauw  of  tiie  Rring.  Gatea  ordered  that  Ste- 
TeiH  Blinald  advance  briskly  wi lb  hi?  brigade  of 
Virginia  militia  and  ailack  (hem  while  in  the  act 
of  diKplMying.  No  sooner  did  Sievens  receive 
the  order  tluin  he  put  his  brigade  id  motion,  bat 
dioonverpfl  that  the  right  wing  of  the  enemy  waa 
already  in  hne.  A  few  ebarp-sliooters  were  de> 
tacheil  to  nm  forward,  post  theEoselrea  behind 
trees  wiiliin  forty  or  fifly  yardt  of  tiie  enemy  to 
extort  their  Are  while  at  a  distance,  and  render  it 
lees  iprrihle  to  the  miliiia.  The  expedient  failed. 
The  Brilinh  rushed  on  shouting  and  firing.  Slo- 
ven* oill(-d  to  his  men  lo  stnnd  firm,  and  put 
them  in  mind  of  their  bayonets.  Ilis  words 
were  milioeded.  Tlie  inexperienced  militia,  dis- 
tnayeil  and  confounded  by  ihia  impetuous  assault, 
tlirew  down  iheir  liiwded  muskets  and  fled.  The 
[taoic  spread  to  the  North  CorolinK  militia.     Fort 


I 


BATTLE    OF   CAMDEH.-'.;  101 

of  them  made  a  temporary  stAiid,  but  B(Mm 'joined 
witli  tlie  rest  iu  fliglit,  reudered  lieudloug  ^tld'.dia- 
astrous  by  tlie  cliarge  and  pursuit  of  Tbljcfou 
aud  Ilia  cavalry. 

Gales,  seconded  by  his  ollicers,  ronde  severaT 
attempts  to  rally  the  mititifi,  but  nua  bonie  along  ^.' 
with  iliem.     The  day  was  hazy ;  there  was  no'-, 
wind  to  aiiry  off  the  smoke,  whicb  huog  over  Uie    ' 
field  of  battle  like  a  thick  cloud.     Nothing  could 
be  seen  distinctly.     Sup[Hiaing    that  l!ie  regular 
troops  were  dispersed  like  the  mililiii,  Gates  gave 
all  up  for  lost,  and  retreated  froin  the  lield. 

The  regulars,  bowevar,  had  not  given  way. 
The  Muiylaud  brigades  and  the  Delaware  regi- 
meut,  uiicDuscious  that  they  were  deserted  by  the 
militia,  stood  their  groutid,  and  bore  the  brunt  of 
tbe  bailie.  Though  repeatedly  broken,  they  aa 
often  rallied,  nud  braved  even  the  dendly  pui>h  of 
Uie  bayonet.  At  length  a  cbarge  of  Tarleion's 
cavalry  on  their  flauk  liirew  them  into  confiiaiou, 
and  drove  lliem  into  the  wuoda  and  swHiiips. 
None  ehowed  more  gallantry  on  this  disustrona 
day  than  the  Burun  de  Kalh;  he  fought  on  foot 
with  the  second  Mai'ylaud  brigade,  and  fell  ex- 
hausted after  receiving  eleven  wounds.  His  aide- 
de-camp,  De  Bnyssun,  supported  him  in  his  arms 
and  was  repeatedly  wounded  in  protecting  him. 
He  ■[luounced  the  rank  and  nation  of  his  KL-[ieral, 
and  both  were  taken  prisoners.  De  Kalb  died 
in  the  course  of  a  few  duys,  dictating  in  bis  last 
roomeuts  a  letter  ospresaing  his  uH'ection  for  the 
otKcers  and  men  of  bis  division  who  bad  so  nobly 
Btood  by  him  in  ihia  deudly  strife. 
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If  {l)W*iiulitia  fled  too  soou  in  tbU  bottle,  said 
the  ^Jjiitant-generBl,  the  regulars  reoiained  too 
loif^;'_fightiDg  when  there  wus  no  hojte  of  vic- 

'  ,t5enerat  GaUie  in  retreating,  had  hoped  to 
,  rally  a,  sufficient  force  at  Clennont  to  cover  lbs 
.•retreat  of  the  regulars,  but  the  fiirilier  they  fled, 
'  the  more  the  militia  were  ■1is}iersed,  until  the 
generals  were  abandoned  by  nil  but  their  aides. 
To  add  to  the  mortilication  of  Galea,  he  learned 
in  the  uourse  of  bis  reireat  that  Sumter  hail  been 
completely  eucceBsful,  and  having  reduced  the 
enemy's  redoubt  on  the  Wnleree,  and  caplured 
one  hundred  prisoners  and  furty  loaded  wagons, 
was  marching  off  with  his  booty  on  the  uppo- 
ute  Hide  of  the  river ;  apprehending  danger  from 
the  quarter  in  which  be  had  heard  tiring  in  iha 
morning.  Gales  had  no  longer  any  means  of 
coiiperaiing  with  him  s  he  sent  orders  t<i  him, 
therefore,  to  retire  in  the  l>est  manner  he  could  ; 
while  he  himself  proceeded  with  General  Caswell 
towards  the  village  of  Charlotte,  about  sixty  nilea 
distanL 

Com  wall  is  was  apprehensive  that  Sumter's 
corps  might  form  a  rallying  point  to  the  routed 
army.  On  the  morning  of  the  17th  of  August, 
therefore,  he  detached  Tarlelon  in  pursuit  with  a 
body  of  cavalry  and  light  infantry,  about  three 
hundred  and  lifly  strong.  Sumter  was  retreating 
up  tlie  western  side  of  the  Waleree,  tuiich  en- 
cumbered by  his  spoils  and  ])risoners.  Turleton 
pushed  up  by  forced  and  concealed  marches  on 
1  Wmism*'  NairatJTe. 
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the  eastern  aide.  Ilorsea  and  meu  sufTereil  from 
the  inleoBe  hcitt  of  the  weather.  At  diiiik  Tarle- 
ton  desurieil  the  fires  of  the  American  camp  about 
a  mile  from  the  opposite  shore,  lie  gave  orders 
lo  secure  all  Irouts  on  the  river,  and  lo  light  no 
fire  in  the  camp.  In  tlie  morning  hia  sentries 
gave  word  thut  the  AmericaDB  were  quitting  their 
encampment.  It  was  evident  ttiey  knew  iiutliing 
of  a  British  forte  being  iu  pureuit  of  iheiu. 
Tarletou  uow  croased  the  Wateree:  the  iufuniry 
ffilb  3  three -pounder  paf^sed  in  boats;  the  cavalry 
swam  their  hori^s  where  the  river  was  not  forda- 
ble.  The  delujr  in  crosi»iug,  and  the  diligence  uf 
Sumter's  march,  increased  tlie  distance  between 
tiie  parsuerB  and  the  pursueil.  Aiiout  noon  a 
part  of  Tarletun's  tiirce  guve  out  tlirougti  Lent 
ftnd  fatigue.  Leaving  them  Ui  regiuKe  on  llie 
builc  of  Fishing  Creek,  be  pushed  on  with  nbont 
one  hundred  ilragoons,  tbe  fieahest  and  most  ulile ; 
stiU  marching  wiiU  grent  drcurnspectidu.  As  he 
entered  a  vaJluy,  a  discharge  of  emall-urnis  from 
A  thicket  tumbled  a  dragoon  i'rum  his  saildle. 
His  oomrailea  galloped  up  to  tlie  pluce.  nnd  fuuml 
two  American  vidcttea  whom  they  siibred  before 
Tarletou  could  interpose.  A  sergennt  mid  five 
dragoouB  rode  up  to  the  summit  of  a  neighboring 
hill  to  rocomioiter.  Crouching  on  tlieii-  borsea 
they  made  «igus  to  Tarleton.  He  cautiously  up- 
prcmched  tbe  crer't  of  tlie  bill,  and  looking  over 
belield  the  Americmi  camp  on  a.  nciglilionng 
height,  and  upfmrently  in  a  most  negligent  ctiu- 
ditioii. 

Suuiter,  in  liicl,  having  pressed  bis  rclreut  to 
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the  neigliborhood  of  the  Catawba  Ford,  and 
takcD  a  strong  ])OBition  at  the  mouth  of  FUhisg 
Creek,  ami  hia  patrols  having  ecoured  tlie  row) 
witiiout  diacavering  any  signs  of  an  euemy,  con- 
sidered himself  secure  from  surprise.  The  two 
shots  fired  l)y  his  videttes  had  been  beard,  but 
were  supposed  to  have  beea  made  by  militia 
shooting  cuttle.  Tlie  troops  haviug  for  tbe  last 
four  days  been  almost  without  food  or  sleep,  were 
now  indulged  in  complete  relaxation.  Their  arms 
were  stacked,  and  [licy  were  scattered  about,  soiite 
strolling,  some  lying  on  the  grass  uuder  the  trees, 
some  bathing  in  the  river.  .Sumter  liimiielf  had 
thrown  off  part  of  lib  clothes  od  account  of  the 
heat  of  tbe  weuther. 

Having  well  reconnoitered  this  negligent  camp, 
indulging  in  summer  enpineneaa  and  sultry  repose, 
Tarleton  prepared  for  instant  attack.  His  cav- 
alry and  infitntry  formeil  into  one  line,  dushed 
forward  wiib  a  genernl  shout,  and,  before  the 
Americans  could  recover  from  their  surprise,  got 
between  them  and  the  parade  ground  on  which 
tlie  muskets  were  stacked. 

All  was  confusion  and  consternation  in  the 
American  camp.  Some  opposition  was  made 
from  behind  boigage  wagons,  und  there  was  skir- 
mishing in  various  quarters,  but  in  a  little  while 
there  was  a  universiU  flight  to  the  river  and  the 
woods.  Between  three  and  four  hundred  were 
killed  and  wounded ;  all  their  arms  uud  baggage, 
with  two  brass  field  pieces,  fdl  into  the  liauds 
of  tbe  enemy,  who  also  recaptured  the  prisoners 
and  boo^  token  at  Camden.     Sumter  with  about 
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three  hundre<l  and  fifty  of  his  men  eHected  a  re- 
treat ;  he  galloped  ofT,  it  is  said,  without  saddle, 
bat,  or  coat. 

Gates,  on  reaching  the  village  of  Charlotte, 
had  been  joined  by  some  fujjitires  from  iii:<  arniy. 
He  continued  on  to  Hillsborough,  one  hundred 
and  eiglity  mile«  &om  Cmudeii,  where  he  uiade  a 
sUiul  and  endeavored  to  mlly  his  scattered  forces. 
His  regular  truopD,  however,  were  little  more 
than  one  thousand.  As  to  the  militia  of  North 
and  South  Carolina,  they  hml  dispei-sed  lo  their 
respective  homes,  degtending  upon  the  i).itrioti»ni 
and  cliarity  of  the  &rmera  along  the  road  for 
food  and  shelter. 

It  WiU  not  uutil  the  begianing  of  September 
that  Washinglon  received  word  of  the  disiintrous 
rever»e  at  Camden.  The  shook  was  tlie  greater, 
a«  previous  reports  from  that  quarter  had  repre- 
•eote^l  tlie  operations  a  few  days  preceding  the 
action  as  much  in  our  favor.  It  was  evident  to 
Washington  that  the  course  of  war  raunt  ulti- 
mately tend  to  the  Southern  States,  yet  the  sit- 
naliou  of  affairs  in  the  North  did  nol  pormit  him 
to  detach  any  sufficient  force  for  their  relief.  All 
that  he  could  do  for  the  present  was  to  endeavor 
to  bold  the  enemy  in  check  in  that  quarter.  For 
tliii  purpose,  he  gave  orders  that  seme  regular 
troops  enlisted  in  Maryland  for  the  war.  and  in'' 
tended  for  the  main  army,  should  be  sent  to  the 
Boathwanl.  He  wrote  to  GoveiTior  Butledge  of 
South  Carolina  (12tli  September),  to  raise  a  per- 
mauenl.,  compact^  well-organized  body  of  troojTS, 
instead  of  depeodiug  upon  a  uumeruus  army  of 
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militia,  alwoya  "  inconceivably  espeusive,  and  too 
fluctuating  and  uridiaciplinet]  "  to  oppose  a  regular 
force.  He  wiis  etill  more  urgent  and  explicit  on 
this  head  in  his  letUtra  to  the  President  of  Con- 
gress (September  l.'ith).  "  Hegulttr  troops  alone," 
said  he,  '*  are  equal  to  the  exigencies  of  modern 
var,  HS  well  ibr  ilefense  as  offense ;  anil  whenever 
a  aubHtituU!  is  attempted,  it  must  prove  illusory 
and  ruinouH.  No  miliiia  will  ever  acquire  the 
hubit8  neceswry  to  resist  a  regular  force.  The 
firmness  requisite  for  ihe  real  business  of  fighting 
is  only  to  lie  attained  by  a  constant  rourse  of  dis- 
cipline and  service.  I  have  never  yet  been  wit- 
ness to  a  single  instance,  that  can  justify  a  differ- 
enl  opinion ;  and  it  is  most  earnestly  to  be  wished, 
that  the  liberties  of  America  may  do  longer  be 
trusted,  in  any  material  degree,  to  so  precarious 
a  dependence.  ....  In  my  ideas  of  the 
true  system  of  war  at  the  soulhward.  the  object 
ought  to  be  to  have  u  good  army,  raiher  than  a 
large  one.  Every  esertion  should  be  made  by 
North  Cnroliiia,  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Dela- 
ware, 10  raise  a  permanent  force  of  six  thousand 
men,  exclusive  of  horse  and  artillery.  These, 
with  the  occasional  aid  of  the  militia  in  tlie  vicin- 
ity of  the  aoene  of  action,  will  not  only  suffice  to 
prevent  the  fiiither  progress  of  the  enemy,  but, 
if  properly  supplied,  to  oblige  them  to  compact 
their  for^e  and  relinquish  a  jwrt  of  what  they 
now  hold.  To  expel  them  fvnra  the  country  en- 
tirely if  what  we  cimnot  aim  at,  till  we  derive 
more  effectual  supjwrl  from  abraatl ;  and  by  at- 
tempting too  much,  iiislead  of  going  forward,  we 


shnll  go  backward.  Coulil  such  a  force  be  oocTe 
set  on  foot,  it  would  tmmedUt^Ij  make  iin  iiicon- 
ceivHble  change  in  the  fiice  of  Hffkire  not  only  in 
the  opposiiion  to  the  eoemy,  butia  expense,  con- 
snmptiou  of  proyisiotis,  and  waste  of  arms  and 
stores.  No  magazines  can  be  equal  to  tlie  de- 
iniuiiU  of  Hn  army  of  mjlitln,  and  none  need 
.  economy  more  thiin  ours." 

lie  had  scnrce  wrilien  the  foregoing,  when  he 
received  3  letter  from  itie  now  iierorturmte  Gates, 
dated  Kt  Hillsborough,  Augitst  SOtli  iind  Sepleml>er 
3d,  giving  pnrticuliirs  of  his  discomliCure.  No 
longer  vaunting  tind  vuinglurious,  he  pleada  notliing 
but  his  ptitricitism,  and  deprecates  Ibe  fidl  which  be 
apprehends  awaits  him.  The  appeal  which  he 
tnakes  to  Washington's  magiianimily  to  support 
him  in  thia  day  of  bis  revere,  is  the  bigliest  testi- 
monial he  could  give  lo  the  exalted  cliaracler  of 
the  man  whcini  he  otice  affected  to  underriite  and 
aspired  to  supplaril. 

"  Anxious  fur  the  public  good,"  said  he,  "  I  shall 
oonliuiie  my  unwearied  endeavors  to  stop  the 
progress  of  the  eiietny,  reinsUle  our  affiiirs,  recom- 
mence an  oRenBive  war,  ami  recover  all  our  losses 
in  the  Southern  States.  But  if  being  iinibrtunate 
is  solt-ly  n  reuson  sufficient  for  removing  me  from 
Commnnd,  I  sIihII  most  cheerfully  submit  to  the 
orders  of  Congress,  and  resign  an  office  wbicli  few 
generals  would  be  anxious  to  possess,  and  where 
tlie  utmost  skill  and  fortitude  are  subject  lo  be 
baffled  by  diHieulties,  which  must  tor  a  lime  eur> 
round  the  cliief  in  command  here.  That  yonr 
£xc«UeDcy    may  meet  with  no  such  difficulties, 
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that  your  roitd  to  fame  anil  fortune  mRy  be  smooth 
ttiid  easy,  is  tlie  sincere  wisli  of  your  most  tiumbk 
nrvaal." 

Again :  "  If  I  can  yet  render  good  service  to 
ibe  Uiiittjd  States,  it  will  be  necessary  it  ebould 
be  seen  thnl  I  liiive  tbu  support  of  Congress,  aud 
of  your  Exct'lleticy  i  otherwise,  some  ineu  may 
tbiok  they  please  my  superiors  by  bkiiiiiig  roe^ 
and  thus  recommend  themselves  to  fiivor.  But 
you,  sir,  will  bu  too  getierous  to  lend  an  ear  lo  such 
men,  if  such  iliere  be,  and  will  show  your  great* 
uess  of  soul  rather  by  protecting  than  sligliting  the 
unfortunate." 

Washington  in  his  reply,  while  lie  acknowledged 
the  shock  and  surprise  caused  by  the  first  account 
of  the  unexpected  event,  did  credit  lo  the  beiiavior 
of  the  continental  troops.  "  The  aocouuts,"  added 
he,  "  which  tlie  enemy  give  of  the  action,  shatr 
that  their  victory  was  dearly  bought.  Under 
present  circumstances,  the  system  which  you  are 
pursuing  seems  to  be  extremely  proper.  It  would 
add  no  good  purpose  to  take  a  position  near  the 
enemy  while  you  are  so  far  inferior  in  force.  If 
they  can  be  kept  in  check  by  the  liglit  irregular 
troops  under  colonel  Snmter  and  other  active 
officers,  they  will  gain  nothing  by  the  lime  which 
must  be  necessarily  spent  by  you  in  collecting  and 
arranging  the  new  army,  forming  magazines,  and 
replacing  the  s lores  which  were  lost  in  the 
action." 

Wasiiinglon  still  cherished  the  idea  of  a  com- 
bined attack  upon  New  York  as  soon  as  a  French 
naval  force  should  arrive.     The  destruction  of  the 
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enemy  here  woald  relieve  this  part  of  tlie  Union 
from  nn  mlernnl  war,  mul  eimble  iia  trrxip^i  hikI 
resoiircea  lo  be  united  with  those  oi'  Fniiice  in 
Tigoroiis  efforts  (igiiinst  tlie  common  enemy  else- 
where. Henring,  therefore,  ihal  the  Count  cle 
Gaiclien,  with  his  West  huVta  squa<iron,  whs  np- 
pronchina  the  coast,  Wasiiinglon  prepared  to  pro- 
oeed  to  Hartford  in  Canneclicut,  there  to  hold  n 
conference  with  the  Coimt  ds  Ro<;hambeau  and 
ibe  Clievrtlier  de  Ternay,  and  ooncert  a  plan  for 
fiilare  operations,  of  which  ihe  attack  on  New 
York  was  to  form  the  principal  feature. 
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Tnuon  of  Arnold.  —  His  ComxpnnJence  with  Che  Eiiemjr. — 
Hi>  Sff  ilUlionn  with  Andr^.  —  Pflrtinff  Stfne  with  Wuk- 
Infpiin.  — Midnight  Confercncs  on  the  Bankenrihe  Bod. 
con.  —  Itetum  of  Anilr^  bj  Land Circimi>tsnFei  of  hi* 


I^^S^.F^  liikve  novr  1o  C]ili;r  iipun  a  snil  episode 
HwV^  of  our  rfvululioiuiry  histury  —  (lie  treason 
li^fl^'?*  of  Arnold.  Of  the  mililar;  skill,  ilariog 
enierpri.He,  aud  i i id onii table  courage  of  this  mui, 
ample  evidence  lias  been  given  in  Ilie  foregoing 
pages.  Of  tliH  impliciL  coufidL-nce  reposed  iu  bia 
pntriuiiiini  by  Wasliiugloii,  euflii.-iu»t  proof  is  mau- 
ifcBted  in  [lie  command  witli  which  he  vi&a  actu- 
ally eiilrusted.  But  Aniolil  was  false  at  heart, 
and,  ai  the  very  time  of  seeking  timt  comraand, 
had  beeti  for  many  months  in  iniiiorous  corres- 
poiiileiice  with  the  enemy. 

The  first  idea  of  proving  recreant  to  the  cause 
he  had  vindicated  so  bravely,  appears  to  have 
eutei'ed  his  mitul  when  the  charges  preferred 
against  him  by  the  council  of  Pennsylvaiiiit  were 
referred  by  Congress  to  a  couri-mariial.  Before 
that  time  he  had  been  incetised  agninst  Pennsyl- 
vania: but  now  his  wrath  Was  excited  against  his 
country,  wliicli  appeared  so  insensible  to  his  eer- 
vices.     Disappointment  in  regard  to  the  settlement 
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dT  his  Bccnuiils,  hcIiIhI  to  Iiis  irrilalion,  auil  mingled 
eordiil  motives  with  bis  resentment;  and  he  begau 
to  think  liow,  while  Le  wreskeil  his  vengcHnce  on 
his  counlry,  he  might  da  it  with  advantage  to  his 
fortunes.  With  this  view  he  commenced  h  cor- 
respondence with  Sir  Menry  Cliuion  in  n  dis- 
giiistird  hiindwriliitg,  nnd,  under  the  sigiinturti  of 
Giutavai,  represeniing  himRelfaB  n  person  of  im- 
porlHiioe  in  the  American  service,  nlio,  being  dis- 
satisfit^  with  the  late  proceedings  of  Conuress, 
particularij'  (he  alliance  with  France,  was de^'ii'ous 
of  joiniug  the  canse  of  Great  Britain,  could  he  be 
cerlaiu  of  personal  security,  and  indemiiilicalion 
for  whatever  loss  of  property  ho  might  sustain. 
His  letters  occasionally  oominunicated  articles  of 
intelligence  of  some  moment  which  proved  to  be 
tnie,  and  induced  Sir  Henry  to  keep  up  the  cor- 
respottdence ;  which  wiks  conducted  on  hi^  part 
by  his  aide-de-camp.  Major  John  Andri?,  likewise 
iu  n  dittguised  hand,  kitd  under  the  sigcjuiure  of 
John  AudersoQ. 

Months  elapsed  before  Sir  Henry  discovered 
who  was  his  seci'et  correspondent.  Even  after 
discovering  it  he  did  not  see  fit  to  hold  out  any 
very  strong  imlucemenls  to  Arnold  for  desertion. 
The  latter  was  out  of  command,  and  had  notldng 
to  offrr  but  his  services  i  which  in  his  actual  ait- 
luilion  were  scarcely  worth  buying. 

Ill  the  mean  lime  the  circumstances  of  Arnold 
were  daily  becoming  more  desperate.  Debts 
were  accumulating,  and  creditors  bectiming  more 
Mild  more  importunate,  as  his  means  to  satisfy 
them  decreased.     The  public  reprimand  he  had 
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raniTed  »«s  raukliog  in  h»  mind,  and  SlUi^  bh 
hart  whJi  bttlemes.  Still  be  besiinled  on  the 
brink  of  aloolute  \ntaia.j.  snd  anemptcl  «  half- 
wsij  leap.  Such  mts  bu  proposilioo  IoM.de 
Luzerne  lo  mike  hiimelf  iutMerrient  to  IIh  pol- 
icy of  ihe  French  gurernment,  on  condition  of 
receiving  a  lo«n  equal  to  the  anmnnt  of  his  debts, 
lliis  be  mi<^l  have  reconciled  to  bts  cunscienoe 
hj  the  idea  that  Fnnce  was  an  allj.  and  its  pol- 
icj  likelf  to  be  friendlj.  It  n-as  his  last  can!  be- 
fore resorting  to  utter  treachery.  Fniling  in  it, 
his  de^penile  allemalive  was  to  get  soine  impop- 
t4wit  command,  the  belrsjal  of  which  to  the  en- 
emy miglil  obtain  for  him  a  muniticenl  reward. 

lie  may  poKsibly  have  had  such  nn  idea  in  bis 
mind  tiome  lime  previously,  when  He  sought  the 
oammand  of  a  naval  and  miliiary  expedition, 
which  fiiil.c<i  to  be  carried  into  effect ;  but  such 
certainty  whs  Ilie  secret  of  bis  eagerness  to  obtain 
the  cniiirnnnil  uf  West  Point,  the  great  object  of 
British  ntul  American  soliciiiide.  on  the  poBsea- 
sioo  of  wliich  were  supposed  by  many  lu  hinge  the 
forlunvs  of  the  war. 

He  liiok  cnminNiid  of  the  post  ami  its  depend- 
encies niHint  the  beginning  of  August,  fixing  his 
bead-qiinriurs  at  Keverley,  a  coimlry  seat  a  little 
below  Weft  Point,  on  llie  opposite  or  eastern  side 
of  the  river.  Il  stood  in  a  lonely  part  of  the 
Highlands,  high  up  from  the  river,  yei  at  the  loot 
of  a  tnonuMiii  ciivt^red  wilh  wonds.  It  was  cora- 
mnnly  cHlled  the  Robinson  House,  having  formerly 
belonged  lo  Wnshiiigtoo's  early  friend.  Colonel 
Beverley  Itubinson,  who  had  obtained  a  large  part 
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of  the  Fbillipse  cbIaIs  in  this  neigliborliooi],  L<^ 
Biftrrfing  one  of  the  beiressi'S.  Coliini.-l  Rubiiison 
was  a  ro^ftlisl ;  had  eutered  iulo  Ihe  Brili-ili  service, 
And  was  now  re-iding  in  New  York,  aixl  Bev- 
erley' with  its  BurrounUing  lunds  liail  been  conlis- 

From  this  place  Arnold  earned  on  a  secret  cor- 
nspondeuce  with  Kliijor  AnUrii.  Their  letters, 
aiill  in  disguiiied  hands,  and  under  the  naniea  of 
Gustavus  anil  Juhn  Anderson,  purfmrled  to  treat 
■neretf  uf  commerciul  operations,  bnt  the  real  mai- 
ler in  negotiation  was  the  belrayal  of  West  Point 
and  the  Ilighlands  to  Sir  Henry  Clinlou.  This 
Biupeudoiia  piece  of  treachery  was  to  be  coiisumma- 
ted  at  the  lime  when  Washington,  with  Ihe  main 
body  of  bis  army,  would  be  drawn  down  towards 
King's  Bridge,  and  the  French  troops  Inndod  on 
Long  Island,  in  the  projected  cnoperatiou  against 
New  Yoi'k.  At  sucli  time,  a  flotilla  under  Rodney, 
liaving  on  board  a  large  laud  force,  was  to  ascend 
the  Hudson  to  the  Iligblatids,  which  would  be 
Burrendered  by  Arnold  almost  wilbont  opposilion, 
under  pretext  of  insulHcient  force  lo  muke  resist- 
ance. The  imniediaio  result  of  this  (Surrender, 
tt  was  anticipated,  would  be  the  dtftat  of  the 
combined  attempt  upon  New  York ;  and  its  ulti- 
mate effect  raight  be  the  dbmeinberniunt  of  tlie 
Union  Hud  the  dislocation  of  the  whole  American 
ecbeme  of  warfare. 

We  have  before  bad  occasioli  to  mention  Major 
Aadr^,  but  tjje  part  which  be  took  in  tins  dark 
transaction,  and  the  degree  of  romantic  interest 
subsequently  thrown  around  his  memory,  call  for 
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e  speci6c  Dotice  of  him.  He  was  bom  in 
in  1751,  bat  his  (MrenU  were  of  Genera 
in  SoiLzerland,  where  be  was  edac&ted.  Being 
ialeodal  for  iDercaniile  life,  h«  eotered  a  London 
CODDting-hon^  but  tuu!  scarce  attaiDed  his  eigh- 
teentfa  jear  when  be  formed  a  nimntitic  aitacb- 
ineol  (a  a  benniifiil  girl.  Miss  Uonora  Su«jil,  bj 
whom  his  psMion  wad  retamed,  ami  ih«/  btvame 
engaged.  Thi«  sadlj  anScied  him  for  the  sober 
routine  of  ibe  coonting-house.  *  All  mj  mercaaiile 
calculations,"  writes  he  in  one  of  bis  boyish  letters, 
"go  to  Ibe  tune  of  dear  Honora." 

Tbe  btber  of  tbe  Tonog  ladj  iulerfered,  nod  the 
pnmaiure  match  was  broken  off.  Andre  aban- 
doned the  coDuling-house  aiid  entered  the  army. 
Ills  first  commission  was  dated  Mnrch  4th.  1771  ; 
but  he  subf^qiienclj  visited  Gennnny.  and  re* 
turned  to  Eriglntul  in  1773,  still  hntitited  b;  his 
eaHj  possioti.  Hia  lady  love,  in  the  mean  lime, 
bad  been  wooeii  by  other  admirers,  and  in  the 
present  year  becnme  the  second  wife  of  Bicliard 
Lorell  Edgewortli,  a  young  widower  of  twenty- 
aix.' 

Anilr^  cnme  to  America  in  1774.  as  lieulentint 
of  tbe  Royal  English  Fu!(ileer«  :  and  was  antong 
tbe  oflieers  capcored  at  Saint  Jolm'^,  early  in  the 
war,  by  AEontgomery.  He  still  bore  ubout  with 
bim  B  memeulo  of  his  boyish  pitssion,  tlie  "dear 
talisman,"  as  he  called  it,  a  iniiiiBlure  of  Miss 
Stieyd  painted  by  liiinself  iu  1769.  In  a  letter 
to  a  friend,  soon  after  his  capture,  lie  writes,  "  I 
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have  been  taken  prisoner  by  the  Americans,  and 
stripped  of  everytliiiig  except  the  picture  of  Hono- 
n,  which  I  concealed  in  my  mouth.  Preserving 
that,  I  yet  think  myself  fortunate." 

His  temper,  however,  appears  to  have  been  nat- 
nrolly  light  and  festive ;  and  if  he  still  clieristied 
this  ''  tender  remembrance,"  it  was  but  as  one  of 
Xhom  documents  of  early  poetry  and  romance, 
whicli  serve  to  keep  the  heart  warm  and  tender 
among  the  gay  and  cold  realities  of  life.  What 
served  to  favor  the  idea  was  a  little  song  wiiich 
be  hod  composed  when  in  Philadelp  ' 
cing  with  the  lines, — 

•■  Return  enraplured  hours 


and  which  was  supposed  to  breathe  the  remem- 
brance of  his  early  and  ill -requited  passion.^ 

His  varied  and  erFtceful  talents,  and  his  engag- 
iDg  manners,  rendered  him  generally  popular; 
while  his  devoted  and  somewhat  subservient  ioy- 
ally  recommended  him  to  the  favor  of  his  com- 
mander, and  oblAined  bin),  without  any  distin- 
guished military  services,  the  appoiutment  of 
uiijiilntil-general  with  the  rank  of  major.  IIo  was 
a  prime  promoter  of  elegant  amusement  in  camp 
and  garrison ;  manager,  actor,  and  scene  painter 
iu  those  amateur  theatricals  in  which  tbe  British 
officers  deligbled.  lie  was  one  of  the  pi'iucipal 
devisers  of  the  Mischianza  in  Philadelphia,  in 
which  Bemi-eBcminiiie  pageant  he  bad  figured  as 
one  of  the  knights    champions  of   beauty;  Miss 

1  Composed  at  IhB  request  ot  Uiu  Rebecca  Redmaa. 
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Shippcn,  Afterwards  Mrs.  Arnold,  being  the  Udj 
wfaoM  peerlfeM  charms  he  aoderloolc  lo  riodicate. 
He  lield,  iDoreoTer,  a  facile,  and  at  times,  satir- 
ical [>eri,  and  occasioaall^  amii»ed  bimaelf  with 
Cftricnluring  in  rhjme  the  appearance  sud  ex- 
ploits of  tlie  "rebel  officers." 

Andre  had  already  employed  that  pen  in  a  fur- 
tive manner,  after  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia 
by  tlie  Brituh  ;  having  carried  on  a  correspond- 
ence with  the  leaders  of  a  body  of  loyalisU  near 
the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake,  who  were  oonspir- 
ing  to  restore  the  royal  government-'  In  the 
preseiit  iuBtance  he  bad  eugageid,  nothing  loth,  in 
«  service  of  intrigue  and  maneuver,  which,  how- 
ever tinnctioned  by  military  o^^age,  should  hardly 
have  invited  the  eea]  of  a  high-minded  man. 
We  say  mnneuver,  because  he  appears  to  have 
availnl  himself  of  his  former  intimacy  with  Mrs. 
Arnold,  to  make  her  an  unconscious  means  of 
&c)IJuiIJng  a  correspondence  with  her  husband. 
Some  huve  inculpated  her  in  the  guilt  of  the 
trausacticin,  but,  we  think,  unjustly.  It  has  been 
allegifd  that  a  correspondence  liad  been  going 
on  l>etween  her  and  Andr^  previous  to  her  mar- 
riage,  atid  was  kept  up  after  it ;  but  as  far  as 
we  can  lenrn,  only  one  letter  jiassed  between 
tbem,  written  by  Andr^  in  August  IGth.  1779,  in 
which  he  solicits  her  remembrance,  assures  her 
that  resiwct  for  her  and  the  fair  circle  in  which 
lie  hud  become  acquainted  with  her,  remalas  mi- 
imputroil  by  distunce  or  political  broils,  reminds 
her  that  the  Miscliianxa  had  made  him  a  complete 

1  Slmcoe'B  MilHars  Jaurnal,  p.  IS3-M. 
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o'clock.  Aodr^  otteuded  at  the  appointed  place 
and  b'uie,  aucampaoied  by  Colonel  Bcverlev  Rob- 
iuHon,  who  wua  acqiiainled  with  the  plot.  An 
application  of  the  latter  for  the  resturation  of  his 
confiscaled  propert;  ia  the  Highlands,  eeejned  to 
have  been  used  occasionally  as  a  blind  in  these 
proceed  ingR. 

Arnold  had  passed  the  preceding  Dight  at  what 
was  called  tlie  White  House,  the  residence  of  Bfr. 
Jwhiia  Hett  Smith,  situated  on  the  west  fide  of 
the  Huilson,  in  Baverstraw  Bay.  about  two  miles 
lieluw  Stony  PoiiiL  He  set  off  ihence  in  his 
barge  for  the  place  of  reudezvoDS ;  bat,  not  being 
prot«;ted  by  a  flag,  was  fired  upon  and  pursued 
by  the  British  guard-boats  stationed  near  Dobbs' 
Ferry.  He  took  refnge  at  an  American  post  on 
the  western  shore,  whence  he  returned  in  the 
night  to  his  quarters  in  the  Robinson  House. 
Lest  his  expedition  should  occasion  some  surmise, 
he  pretended,  in  a  note  to  Washington,  that  be 
had  been  down  the  Hudson  to  arrange  signals  in 
case  of  any  movemeitt  of  the  enemy  upoa  the 


New  arrangements  were  made  for 
hut  it  was  postponed  until  after  Washington 
should  depart  for  Hartford,  to  hold  the  proposed 
conference  with  Count  Rochambeau  and  the  other 
French  officers.  In  the  mean  time,  the  British 
sloop  of  war,  Vu/iitre.  anchored  a  few  miles  be- 
low Teller's  Point,  to  be  at  hand  in  aid  of  the 
negotiation.  On  board  was  Colonel  Robinsou, 
who,  pretending  to  believe  that  Gieaeral  Putnam 
■tQI  commanded  io  tlie    Highlands,  addressed  a 
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note  to  him  requesting  an  inC«rviow  on  the  subject 
of  hJ8  conli»cuted  property.  This  letter  ho  sent 
by  a  flag,  indosed  iu  one  addressed  to  Araold ; 
Botldting  of  him  the  Eame  boon  should  General 
Putnam  be  absent. 

On  the  IRth  September,  Washington  with  his 
enite  crossed  the  Hudson  to  Verplanck's  Point,  in 
Amoid'a  barge,  on  liis  way  to  Ilartfoni.  Aruolii 
MxompaDied  him  as  fur  as  Peekskill,  and  ou  the 
way  hud  before  him,  with  affected  fronkne.is,  the 
letter  o(  Colonel  Robuison,  and  asked  his  advice. 
Washiiigtan  disapproved  of  any  such  interview, 
obaerring,  that  the  civil  authorities  ulone  had  cog- 
nizance of  these  questious  of  confiscated  prop- 
erty. 

Aimold  now  openly  sent  a  flag  on  board  of  the 
Vulture,  as  if  bearing  a  reply  to  ihe  letter  he  had 
oonununicated  to  tlie  commaDder-b-<;hief.  By 
ibis  occasion  ho  informed  Colonel  Rohinson,  that 
a  penon  with  a  boat  and  flog  would  be  alongside 
the  VuUure,  ou  the  night  of  the  20tli ;  and  that 
any  matter  he  might  wish  to  communJcale,  would 
be  laid  before  General  Washingi/in  on  tlie  follow- 
ing Saturday,  when  he  might  be  expected  back 
tram  Newjmrt. 

On  the  faith  of  the  information  thus  covertly 
conveyed,  Andre  proceeded  up  the  Hudson  on 
the  20th.  and  went  on  board  the  ViUlure,  where 
he  tbniid  Colonel  Robinson,  nnd  expected  to  meet 
Arnold.  The  latter,  however,  hiid  made  otiier 
amnge-mcnts,  probably  with  a  vie*  to  his  per- 
sonal security.  Al>out  half-past  eleven,  of  a  still 
and  starlight  night  (the  21st),  a  boat  was  descried 
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from  on  board,  gliding  nleDtlf  along,  rowed  br 
two  men  nrilh  muffled  oare.  She  waa  bailed  by 
an  officer  on  watch,  and  tailed  to  aconiutL  A 
man,  seateJ  in  the  «Iem,  gnre  out  thai  ibej'  were 
from  King's  FenT-.  bound  to  Dobbs*  Feriy.  He 
waa  ordered  ofoDgside,  and  sooq  made  his  traj  on 
board.  He  prove*!  to  be  3Ir.  Joshua  Hell  Smith, 
already  mentioned,  whom  Arnold  had  prevailed 
upon  to  go  on  board  of  the  Vukttre.  and  bring  a 
pcr»on  on  shore  who  was  coming  from  New  York 
with  important  inlelligence.  He  had  ^ven  him 
passes  to  protect  him  and  those  witJi  him,  in  case 
be  should  be  stopped  either  in  going  or  reinm- 
ing,  hy  the  American  water  guard,  which  patrolled 
the  river  in  whoIe-boaU.  He  had  mode  him  the 
bcftrer  of  a  letter  addressed  to  Colonel  Beverley 
BobiUBon.  which  was  to  the  following  purport: 
"This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Mr.  Smith,  who 
will  conduct  you  to  a  place  of  safety.  Neither 
Mr.  Smith  nor  any  other  person  shnlt  be  made 
acquainted  witli  your  proposals ;  if  they  (whicli  I 
doubt  not)  are  of  such  a  nature  that  I  can  ofli- 
ciolly  take  notice  of  them,  I  shall  do  it  with 
pleasure.  I  take  it  for  granted  Colonel  Rohinsoa 
will  not  propose  anything,  that  i»  not  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  United  States  as  well  as  of  hlmRelf." 
All  this  use  of  Colonel  Robinson's  name  was  in- 
tended as  a  blind,  should  the  letter  be  intercepted. 
Robinson  introduced  Andre  to  Smith  by  the 
noma  of  John  Anderson,  who  was  to  go  on  shore 
in  his  place  f4ie  being  unwell),  to  have  an  inter- 
view with  Guneral  Arnold.  Andni  wore  a  blue 
great  ooat  which  covered  hb  uuifunn,  and  Smith 
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always  declared  [hat  at  (he  time  he  was  totnlly 
igDorant  of  his  name  end  military  cliaracler. 
Sobinson  considered  this  whole  nnclurnal  proceed- 
ing full  of  peril,  and  would  hnve  disEUaded  Andrii, 
but  the  latter  wns  zealous  in  executing  his  mission, 
nnd,  embarking  in  the  boat  with  Smith,  Wit9 
eilently  rowed  to  the  western  side  of  the  river, 
nbout  six  miles  below  Slouy  Point.  Here  they 
landed  a  little  after  midnight,  at  the  foot  of  a 
shadowy  mountain  called  the  Long  Clove ;  a 
Military  place,  the  haunt  of  the  owl  and  the 
whippoorwil!,  aud  well  titled  for  a  truasonuhle  cou* 
ference. 

Arnold  was  in  wailing,  but  standing  aloof  among 
thickets.  Me  lind  come  hither  on  horseback  from 
Smith's  house,  about  three  or  four  miles  distant, 
attended  by  one  of  Smith's  servnuts,  likewise 
mounted.  The  midnight  n^^lititiou  between 
Andre  nnd  Arnold  was  carried  on  in  darkness 
among  the  trees.  Smith  remained  in  (lie  boat, 
and  the  servant  drew  o&'  (o  a  distance  with  tlio 
liorses.  One  hour  after  another  [laPsed  n  way, 
when  Smith  approached  the  place  of  conference, 
and  gave  warning  that  it  was  near  daybreak,  and 
if  lliey  lingered  much  longer  the  boat  would  ho 
discovered. 

The  nefarious  bargain  was  not  yet  completed, 
and  Arnold  feared  the  sight  of  a  boat  goin;>  to  the 
VtJiUM  might  cause  suspicion.  He  prevailed 
therefore,  upon  Andre  to  remain  on  shore  until 
lh«  following  night.  The  boat  was  accordingly 
Eent  to  a  creek  higher  up  the  river,  and  Andre, 
mooDting  the  servant's  horse,  set  oS'  with  Arnold 
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PeiHl,  IfraJBg  lfa«  Iba  Fdbw  l>r  «iihM  thoC 
of  TeBer'*  Ftawt,  wUeh  £T«iH  HMcntmw  by 
A(MilheTappHiSea,bal*eu«|Mnjwidl  cmnoa 
10  that  point  in  the  Ngfct,  ami  thej  ■»«  now 
flraag  apn*  dw  rioop  tf  «v-  Aodre  >«tched 
de  e— UBiiiii  wtdi  Ml  Hixiaiis  eye  inm  an  npfier 
wUow  of  Smhfa's  booae.  At  one  time  be  tbooght 
dw  F^ure  waa  aaSn.  He  was  nJieved  6im 
pwAil  lulintnile  when  be  Mir  the  tcbtcI  weigk 
ui^or,  umI  drop  down  tbe  mvr  out  of  Rack  cf 


After  break&st.  the  [to  lor  tbe  betnjal  of 
Wot  Point  and  it>  depnident  posts  was  adjmtal, 
and  ibe  tam  agreed  npoo  that  Arnold  was  lo  n- 
eetre,  sbcold  it  be  mccewfuL  Andn-  was  fbi>. 
Bbfcad  with  plana  <^  the  workx,  mad  explauatury 
papen,  wbicb,  at  Arnold's  request,  he  plnced  be- 
tween his  ftockinp  and  Lb  feel ;  pram'^ing.  in 
OH  of  aoddeM,  to  destroj  ihetn. 

An  laaUen  being  thus  amng«d.  ArooU  pre- 
|Ninid  Ut  tetam  in  hia  own  bar^  to  his  bead> 
qoaiieni  at  tlie  Robinson  Home.     As  the  Pitltars 
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hod  ehifled  Ijer  gmoQil,  ho  anggesled  to  AiiUrt-  a 
return  lo  New  York  by  lanil,  us  mor^l  &a,i'v  and 
expwUtioiis ;  tbe  latier,  however,  insisied  njion 
being  put  oti  bonrd  uf  the  sloop  of  war,  ou  the 
ensning  night.  Arnold  consented  ;  but,  before  his 
departare,  to  provide  HgsiuBt  the  possihle  neceeaity 
uf  a  return  by  lund,  he  gave  Andi-e  the  fuUowiug 
pass,  dated  fruin  the  Robinson  House :  — 

"  Permit  Mr.  John  Anderson  to  pass  the  guards 
to  tlie  White  FIhjiis,  or  below,  if  he  chooses ;  he 
being  ou  public  business  by  my  direciion. 

"  B,  Arnold,  5L  Genl." 

Smith  also,  who  was  to  accompntiy  him,  was 
fumiahed  with  passports  lo  proceed  cither  by 
watur  or  by  land. 

Arnold  departed  about  ten  o'oloi^k.  Andre 
passed  a  lonely  day,  casting  many  a  wistfnl  look 
toward  the  Vulture.  Once  on  hoard  of  that  ship 
Ite  would  be  safe ;  lie  would  have  fultilW  his 
missioD ;  the  capture  of  West  Point  would  be 
certain,  and  his  triumph  woidd  be  complete.  As 
evening  approached  he  grew  impatient,  and  spoke 
to  Smith  about  departure.  To  his  surpiise,  he 
Ibuud  the  latter  had  made  no  preparation  for  it ; 
lie  had  discharged  his  boatmen,  who  had  gone 
home  :  in  nliort,  be  refused  to  take  him  on  board 
of  the  Vulture.  The  cnunoiisde  of  the  morning 
Imd  probably  made  him  fear  for  his  pei-sonal  safety, 
«bouUl  he  attempt  to  go  on  buard,  the  Vuhure 
having  resumed  ber  expoeed  position.  He  offered, 
however,  to  cross  the  river  with  Andr^  at  King's 


agva  cxciled.  and  Andi^  ns  obBgei  I 
llwn.     A  bed  wm  fnmisbed  ihetn  in 
ing  boose,  where    Aadre  passed  an  i 
rMtleM  nigbf,  Dixler  tlte  verj  vje,  m  it  wet«,  of 
an  American  palniL 

At  daybreak  he  airoke  Smith,  and  borned 
their  di-parture,  and  hia  mind  vraa  liaktened  of  « 
ImuI  of  care,  when  he  foiitu!  himself  out  of  the 
radi  of  lh«  patrol  and  ils  inqni»itire  oommander. 
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They  were  now  approaching  tlint  iiol«<1  part 
of  the  conuiry,  heretofore  menLioneil  as  the  Neu- 
tral Grouni],  esteuiliiig  cortb  and  Bouth  about 
thirty  miles,  between  the  British  mid  American 
lines.  A  benutirul  region  of  forealrclail  hills, 
fertile  Talleys,  and  abundant  streams,  but  now 
almost  ilesoiated  by  the  scouriiigR  of  .Skinnera 
ftnd  Cow  Boys :  the  former  professing  iLllcgiunce 
to  the  American  cause,  tlie  latter  to  the  Bridsh, 
bat  both  arrant  inar»n(IerR. 

Ooewho  hod  resided  at  the  time  in  tliis  region, 
gives  a  sad  picture  of  its  slate.  Houses  plun- 
dered and  dismantled  :  Sncloeures  broken  down  ; 
cattle  carried  away ;  fields  lying  waste ;  the  roads 
grass-grown;  the  country  mournful,  solitjiry,  si- 
lent—  reminding  one  of  tlie  desolation  prestnteii 
in  the  song  of  Deborah.  "  In  the  days  of  Sliam- 
gar  the  son  of  Anntb,  in  the  days  of  Jael,  the 
highways  were  uno«;upied,  and  the  travellers 
walked  in  bypaths.  The  inhabitants  of  the  vil- 
lages ceased  ;  they  ceased  in  Israel."  ^ 

About  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Pine's  Bridge, 
on  the  Croton  River,  Aodr^  and  liis  companion 
partook  of  a  scanty  meal  at  a  tiirm-house  which 
had  recently  been  harried  by  the  Cow  Boys. 
Here  they  parted.  Smith  to  return  home,  Andre 
to  pursue  his  journey  alone  to  New  York.  His 
spirits,  however,  were  cheerful;  for,  having  got 
beyond  the  patrols,  he  considered  the  most  peril- 
ous part  of  his  route  accomplished. 

About  six  miles  beyond  Pine's  Bridge  he  came 

to  ft  place  where  the  road  forked,  the  left  bratich 

1  Bee  Dwigbt'l  Tramtk,  vol.  Ui. 
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leading  toward  White  Plains  in  the  interior  of 
the  country,  the  right  tnctlDiug  toward  the  Hud- 
soil,  ric  hiid  originnlljr  iiileuded  to  take  the  left 
hand  road,  the  otiier  being  said  to  be  infested  by 
Cow  Bays.  These,  bovrever,  were  not  to  be  &[>• 
prehcnded  by  him,  as  they  belonged  to  the  lower 
party  or  British ;  it  led,  too,  more  directly  to 
New  York ;  so  he  turned  down  it,  and  took  hia 
course  along  the  river  rond. 

He  liiul  not  proceeded  far,  when  coming  to  a 
plaoe  where  a  small  stream  crossed  the  road  and 
ran  into  a  woody  dell,  a  man  stopped  out  from 
the  trees,  leveled  a  musket,  and  brought  him  to 
a  stand,  while  two  other  men  similarly  armed, 
showed  themselves  prepared  to  second  their  com- 
rade. 

The  man  who  hod  first  stepped  out  wore  a 
refiigee  uuiform.  At  sight  of  it,  Andre's  heart 
leapl,  and  be  felt  himself  secure.  Losing  aU 
caution,  he  exclaimed  eagerly  :  "  Gentlemen, 
I  hope  you  belong  to  our  party?"  —  "What 
party?"  was  asked.  —  "The  lower  party,"  said 
Andr^ .  —  "  We  do,"  was  the  reply.  All  reserve 
was  now  at  an  end.  Andre  declared  himself  to 
be  a  British  officer ;  that  he  had  been  up  the 
country  on  particular  business,  and  must  not  be 
detained  a  single  moment.  He  drew  out  his  wntcli 
as  lie  sjioke.  It  was  a  gold  one,  and  served  to 
prove  to  them  that  he  was  what  he  represented 
himself^  gold  watclies  being  seldom  worn  in  those 
days,  excepting  by  persons  of  consequence. 

To  his  coiisteriiiition,  the  .snp]H)K<'d  refngeo 
now  avowed  himself  and  his  companions  to  be 
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AmericKiiE,  nod  told  Andr^  he  was  Uieir  pris- 
oner! 

It  nos  even  so.  The  sncking  luid  burning  of 
Young's  House,  and  the  carrying  cif  its  riiatic 
defeudera  into  captivity,  had  rouai'd  the  spirit 
of  ihe  Neutral  Ground.  The  yeomanry  of  that 
harassed  country  had  turned  out  in  parties  to 
intercept  fi'eehoot«rs  from  Ihe  British  lines,  who 
liod  been  recetitly  ou  the  maraud,  and  might  he 
returning  in  ihe  city  with  iheir  spoils.  One  of 
the«e  parties,  compared  of  seven  men  of  the 
Deighlx>rhood,  had  divided  iL^elf.  Fonr  took 
post  on  a  hill  above  Sleepy  Hollow,  lo  walcli  the 
road  which  crossed  the  country  ;  the  other  three, 
John  Paulding,  Isaac  Van  Wart,  and  Dnvid  Wil- 
UaniB  by  name,  etationed  themselves  on  the  road 
which  rune  parallel  to  the  Hudson.  Two  of 
tbem  were  scaled  on  the  gra!>s  playing  at  cards 
to  pass  away  tlie  time,  while  one  mounteil  guartl. 

The  one  in  refugee  garb  who  brought  Andr^ 
to  a  stand,  was  John  Paulding,  a  stout-hearted 
yoangsti^r,  who,  like  most  of  the  yonrjg  men  of- 
tlii*  outraged  neighborhood,  had  been  repeatedly 
in  arms  to  repel  or  resent  aggresninns,  and  now 
belonged  to  the  militia.  He  had  twice  been  cap- 
tured and  confined  in  the  loathsome  military  pris- 
ODS,  where  patriots  suffered  in  New  York,  first 
in  the  North  Daleh  Clinrcli,  and  last  in  llie  noted 
Sugar  House.  Both  times  he  had  made  hia  es- 
cape i  the  Inst  time,  only  four  days  previouB  W  the 
event  of  which  we  are  treating.  The  ragg&l  refu- 
gee cont,  which  had  deceived  Andr^  and  been  llie 
cause  of  his   betraying  himself,  biid    been   given 
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butlon-holes  worked  with  gold,  and  Iho  bullous 
coveriHl  with  gold  laiv,  a  nankeen  veat.  and  siaall- 
clollies  and  boois. 

They  obliged  him  lo  lake  off  hia  coal  and  vesi. 
Mid  found  on  liim  eighty  dollars  in  Conliiienliil 
money,  but  nothing  lo  warrant  suspicion  of  aiiy- 
ihing  sinuiler,  anil  were  di!ip(«ed  to  let  him  pro- 
ceed, when  Faiilding  exclaimed:  "Boys,  I  am 
not  saliiified  — his  boots  must  cotne  off." 

At  this  Andr^  changed  color.  IVm  boots,  he 
B«id,  came  otF  wilh  dillicitlly,  and  he  be;;ged  he 
tnigbl  not  be  anhjected  to  the  inconvenience  and 
delay.  Hia  remnnatmnces  were  in  vain.  He 
was  obliged  to  sit  down :  hia  boola  were  drawn 
off,  and  the  concealed  papera  discovered.  Hastily 
scaDDing  ihem,  Paulding  exclaimed,  ■' My  Glod  ! 


He  it 


i  spy! 


Ho  demanded  of  Andre  where  he  had  gotten 
these  papera. 

"  Of  a  man  at  Pine'a  Bridge,  a  stranger  lo 
me,"  waa  the  reply. 

While  drewing  himnelt  Andr^  endeavored  lo 
ranaom  himself  from  bis  captors  ;  rising  from  one 
offer  to  anolher.  He  would  give  any  sum  of 
money  if  they  would  let  him  go.  He  would 
^ve  bis  horse,  saddle,  bridle,  and  one  hundred 
gninpaa,  and  would  send  them  to  any  place  that 
might  be  fixed  upon. 

Williams  aaked  him  if  he  would  not  give  more. 

He  replied,  that  he  would  give  any  reward 
Ibey  might  name  either  in  gnods  or  money,  and 
wottlH  remain  wilh  two  of  their  party  while  one 
went  to  New  York  to  get  it. 
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Hera  PmUing  braka  n  i 
OMh.  UmI  if  be  wmdd  give  tea  HmibwiiI  pCmam, 
be  Kilailid  tiot  ctir  one  ft«pu* 

The  anJortonaie  Andr^  now  snbonlled  to  Ins 
&le^  Mi4  ibe  capUm  Mt  off  with  dieir  priaoov 
fat  Nonh  CmUc^  the  nearest  Amerion  |nct,  di»- 
taot  ten  or  twelve  miles.  Tfaej  pfocecded  aeran 
■  bill]'  and  woodj  r^ian,  pwl  of  the  waj  hj  the 
road,  pan  acroM  fieUs.  Ooe  stnxle  in  front,  oe- 
caiiicmall^  holding  Ihe  hor?«  bj  the  bridle,  ihe 
oihere  walked  on  either  side.  Andn;  nide  on 
in  silence,  declining  to  answer  funlier  qaestiom 
Uiilil  Ite  ftliould  come  before  a  military  officer. 
About  noon,  they  hailed  at  a  farm-house  where 
the  inliahilants  were  taking  their  mid-day  repasL 
The  worthy  housewife,  mored  by  Andre's  pre- 
poiue«eiiig  nppearance  and  dejected  air,  kindly 
invited  him  to  partake.  He  declined,  alleging 
that  he  had  no  appetite.  Glancing  at  his  gold- 
luced  crinuon  coal,  the  good  dame  apologixed  lor 
her  rufilic  fflre.  "  O,  madam,"  exclaimed  poor 
Andre  with  a  melancholy  shake  of  the  head,  "  it 
iB  all  vety  good  —  bul,  indeed,  I  cannot  eat!" 

ThiK  was  related  to  ub  by  n  reneriible  mfllron, 
wlio  was  present  on  the  occaaion,  a  young  girl  at 
tile  time,  hut  wlio  in  her  old  days  rould  not  recall 
the  scone  and  Ihe  appearance  of  Andr^  without 
tean. 

The  caplora  with  Iheir  prisoner  being  arrived 
Bt  North  Custle,  LieiJtenniit-colouel  Jameson,  who 
was  in  command  there,  recognized  I  lie  hand- 
writing of  Arnold  In  the  papers  found  upon  An- 

1  TeatimDny  of  Dsvid  Willikdu. 
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dre,  end.  perceiving  that  iliey  were  of  a  danger- 
ous nature,  sent  them  off  by  express  lo  General 
WnshingtoQ,  iil  Hartford. 

Andre.  Btill  adliering  to  hts  assumed  name, 
begged  that  ibe  commniider  at  Weat  Point  might 
be  informed  that  Julm  Anilerson,  tliougli  bearing 
hia  passport,  was  detained. 

Jameson  appears  completely  lo  liavc  lost  his 
bead  on  the  occasion.  He  wrote  to  Arnold,  Btal- 
iDg  the  circumstances  of  the  arrest,  niid  that  the 
papera  found  upon  the  prisoner  had  been  dis- 
patched by  express  to  the  comma nder-iU'chief, 
and  at  the  same  time,  he  sent  the  pri.soiier  him- 
self, under  a  strong  guard,  to  accompany  the  let- 
ter.' 

Shortly  afterwards,  Slajor  Tallmadge,  next  in 
command  to  Jameson,  but  of  a  much  clearer  head, 
arrived  at  North  Caatle,  having  been  abwnl  on 
duty  to  Whitp  Plains.  When  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  were  related  to  him,  he  nt  once  sus- 
pected treachery  on  the  part  of  Arnold.  At  his 
earnest  entreaties,  an  express  was  sent  after  the 
officer  who  had  Andr^  in  charge,  ordering  him  to 
bring  the  latter  back  to  North  Castle;  but  by 
singular  perversity  or  obtuseness  in  judgment, 
Jameson  neglected  to  countermand  the  letter 
which  he  had  written  to  Arnold. 

When  Andre  was  brought  back,  and  was  pacing 
np  and  down  the  room,  Tailmarlge  saw  at  once 
by  his  nir  and  movements,  and  the  mode  of  turn- 
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ing  on  Ills  lieel.  llifti  he  was  n  mililnry  insn.  Bj 
his  advice,  and  under  hi»  escort,  the  prisoner  whb 
conducted  !□  Colonel  Sheldon's  post  nt  Lower  Sa- 
lem. AB  more  secure  than  Nonh  Civ<lle. 

Here  Andr^  being  lold  tliHl  ihe  papers  found 
upon  his  person  had  been  forwanied  lo  Washing- 
ton, addressed  lo  him  immediHtely  llie  Tollowing 

"  I  beg  yoor  Excellency  will  be  persuaded  that 
no  aUeration  in  the  temper  of  my  mind  or  appre- 
iiensions  Tor  my  safety,  induces  nie  lo  take  the 
step  of  nildressing  you ;  but  that  it  is  lo  seirure 
myself  from  the  imputation  of  having  assumed  a 
mean  chiiTaCler  for  Irenclierons  purposes  or  self- 
interest It  is  to  vindicate  my  fume 

that  I  Hpeak,  and  not  lo  solicit  security. 

"  The  peraon  in  your  possession  is  Major  John 
Andr^.  adjulanl-genernl  of  the  lirilish  army. 

"  The  influence  of  one  comniandef  in  the  army 
of  his  ndvei'sary  is  an  advantage  taken  in  war. 
A  correspondence  for  this  purpose  I  held  ;  as 
confidential  (in  the  present  instance)  with  his 
Excellency,  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  To  favor  it.  I 
ngreed  to  meet  upon  ground  not  within  the  posts 
of  either  army,  a  person  who  was  to  give  me  in- 
telligence, I  CHine  up  in  the  Viitliire  man-of- 
war  for  this  eifect,  and  was  lelchcd  from  the 
shore  to  the  beacli.  Being  there,  I  was  told  that 
the  appniapli  of  day  wonid  prevent  my  return, 
and  lliHl  I  mnsl  be  concealed  until  the  next  night. 
I  WHS  in  my  regimentals,  and  had  fairly  risked 
my  person, 

"  Against    my    stipulation,   my    intention,    and 
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vrilhout  my  knowledge  beforebaud,  I  was  con- 
ducted witliia  one  of  your  posts.  Tliua  was  I  be- 
tra;e<l  inlo  the  vile  condilioii  uf  an  enemj  within 
your  posts. 

*■  Having  avowed  myself  »  British  officer,  I 
h^ve  nothing  la  reveul  but  wiiat  relatt;:<  to  myselF, 
wbiuh  is  true,  on  llie  honor  of  ait  ol&cer  and  a 
genileman. 

"  The  request  I  bave  made  to  your  Excellency, 
and  I  am  conscious  that  I  address  myself  well,  is, 
that  in  any  rigor  policy  niny  dictate,  a  decency 
of  couducC  towards  me  may  mark,  that,  though 
unfortunate,  I  am  branded  with  nothing  dishon- 
orable :  as  no  motive  could  be  mitie,  but  the  aer~ 
vice  of  my  king,  and  as  1  was  involuntarily  an 
impostor." 

This  letter  he  subrailled  to  the  perusal  of  Ma- 
jor Tallmadgc,  who  was  surprised  and  agitated  at 
finding  the  rank  and  impuHauce  of  the  prisoner 
he  bad  in  charge.  The  letter  being  dispatched, 
ftnd  Andre's  pride  relieved  on  a  sensitive  point, 
he  resumed  his  serenity,  apparently  unconscious 
of  the  awful  responsibility  of  his  situation.  Hav- 
ing a  talent  for  caricalure,  he  even  amused  him- 
self in  the  course  of  the  day  by  making  a  liidi- 
orous  sketch  of  himself  and  his  rustic  escort  un- 
der march,  arid  presenting  it  to  an  offi':er  in  the 
toom  with  him.  "  This,"  said  he  gnyly,  "  will 
give  you  an  idea  of  the  style  in  which  I  have  had 
the  honor  to  be  conducted  to  my  pi-oscnt  abode." 

NOTE. 

Andr^'iprnpeoiilyforMricatiirabad  recenlly  liemi  indulged 

10  ■  inock  heroic  pDem  iu  three  Mnloi,  celvbralinb'  nu  attuck 
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k  BHtiHb  pii^kct  hy  Wajne.  with  Iha  driving  inU  Um 
ricin  camp  of  ■  drore  of  cattJe  by  Let'n  dragoani.  Il  ia 
en  with  great  hunuir,  and  ii  Full  o(  gmlenqiie  imaiiciy. 
id  Antbony  "  eapecislly  is  id  broad  caricature,  and  repre- 
:d  lo  have  loat  bia  liorse  npon  the  grtal  occaaiou. 


Tba  canto*  were  published  it  dil!erent  timeii  In  EtiTinglsti's 
SaseCc.  It  tu  happened  that  the  last  canto  appeared  on  the 
very  day  of  Anilrd'i  capture  and  ead«l  nilh  tba  ruUawiug 
■Uuza,  which  might  be  conBldered  oniinou!i  ■■  — 


CHAPTER  X. 

iDlarriev  of  n'Mliinglmi  with  the  French  Offican  nt  Bartrord. 
—  Plan  of  AltHvk  diMiinterted —  Wafliinglim's  Rvtum. — 
SccBM  ■!  Arnold*!  Head-qBancrB  in  (he  HigliluDda.  — 
Tidings  nf  Andre's  C»ptiire.  —  Higlil  of  ArnuW.  —  Utters 
fniin  ihf  Trnilor.  —  Wuhlngtan't  Pncnution].  —  Sitiution 
of  lln.  Arnold. 

BN  llie  very  clitf  thnt  the  IrenBonable  con- 
~   IVrpnce  between  Ariioli]  and  Audr^  look 

ce,  on  ibe  banks  of  HHverBttiiw  Bay, 

W  mill  i  11^  I  III)  liad  his  interview  wilh  the  Freach 
oflicers  nr  lliirtfortl.  It  led  to  tio  JmportHnl  re- 
Bull.  Intelligence  whh  received  llint  iheJKjurtdrou 
of  the  Count  de  Guiclien,  nn  wliicli  lliey  had  re- 
lied to  give  iliem  superiority  by  sen.  bad  sniied  for 
Europe.  This  diBconcertcd  (heir  pluns,  mid  Wimh- 
inglun,  in  cnnscqtieiicc,  set  out  two  or  three  diiys 
Eooiier  ibun  hiid  been  aniieipHted  on  his  relurti  to 
his  hcnd-qiinrlers  on  ihe  Iliiil::ion.  He  was  ao- 
compuiied  by  LHfRyetle  niid  Geuersl  Knox  wilh 
their  suites ;  ulso,  pnrt  of  llie  wny,  by  Count 
}iBllIiew  Dumas,  aide-de  camp  lo  Roebanibeau. 
Tlie  count,  who  regarded  Washington  uith  an 
entliusiasni  which  appears  to  have  lieen  ll-tl  by 
niatiy  of  ihe  young  Freiicli  officers,  gives  an  ani- 
tnaled  picture  of  ihe  imituier  in  which  he  was 
grteted  in  one  of  the  towns  through  which  they 
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passed.  "  We  arrived  ihere,"  says  he,  "  at  night ; 
tlie  whole  population  had  sallied  forth  beyond  the 
suburb?.  We  were  surrounded  by  a  crowd  of 
children  carrying  lorchcs,  and  reiitrating  the  ac- 
clamntiona  of  the  citizens ;  all  were  exger  to  touch 
the  person  of  him  whom  they  hailed  wilh  loud 
cries  RS  their  fnlher,  and  they  thronged  before  us 
BO  asnlmont  lo  prevent  our  moving  onward.  Gen- 
eral Washington,  much  affected,  pansed  a  few 
moinenls,  and  pressing  ray  hand,  >  We  may  be 
beaten  by  the  English,"  said  he,  '  it  is  the  chance 
of  war ;  but  ihere  is  the  army  Ihuy  will  never 
conquer ! ' " 

These  few  tvords  speak  that  noble  confidence  in 
the  enditring  patriotism  of  hia  countrymen,  which 
sustained  him  throughout  all  the  Ouctunting  far- 
tunes  of  the  Revolution ;  yet  at  this  very  moment 
it  was  about  lo  receive  one  of  the  crudest  of 
wounds. 

On  approHching  the  Hudson,  Washington  look 
a  more  circuitous  route  than  the  one  he  had 
originally  intended,  striking  the  river  at  Fislikill 
jnst  above  the  Higlilands,  that  lie  might  visit 
West  Point,  and  show  the  mart{uis  tlie  works 
which  had  been  erected  there  during  his  ab- 
sence in  France.  Circumstances  detained  them 
a  night  at  Fishkill.  Their  baggage  was  sent  on 
to  Arnold's  quarters  in  the  Robinson  House,  with 
a  message  apprising  the  general  that  they  would 
breakfnst  there  the  next  day.  In  the  morning 
(September  24ih)  Ihey  were  in  the  saddle  before 
break  of  day,  having  a  ride  to  make  uf  eiglileen 
miles  through  the  mountains.     It  wa-s  a  pieosaut 
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and  auimal«d  oiie.  Washingloii  was  in  excellent 
spirita,  ami  llie  Luojaiil  marquis,  and  genial,  warm- 
bearled  Eiiox,  were  uompiiuioiis  willi  wliom  he 
wna  always  di9))useil  to  uiilmiid. 

Wbeu  williiii  a  mile  of  tlie  Robiimorj  House, 
WashingloQ  lanied  down  a  cross  road  li'a'iiug  to 
Ike  banks  or  the  Huilsou.  LaFayelle  appi'i:'e(l  hini 
that  he  was  goijig  out  of  the  wny,  ami  liiriled 
that  Mi's.  Arnold  must  be  waiting  breHhTiist  for 
him-  "Ah,  marquis!"  replied  he  good-hiimor- 
edly,  ''you young  meu  are  all  in  love  witJi  Mrs. 
Arnold.  I  see  you  lire  eitger  to  be  with  hor  hs 
soon  IIS  positihle.  Go  you  and  bieakfaat  wiili  her, 
Rod  tell  liur  not  to  whiI  for  me.  I  must  ridu  down 
and  examine  the  redoubts  on  this  side  of  tbe  river, 
but  will  be  with  her  shortly." 

The  mnrquis  and  General  Knox,  however, 
turned  off  and  accompanied  him  down  lo  tlie  re- 
doiibL',  while  Colonel  Hamilton  and  Lafayette's 
Mde-de-camp,  ftlnjor  Jauies  Uclleury,  contiimed 
along  the  main  mud  to  llie  Robitison  House,  bear- 
ing Wasliington's  apoluc;y,  and  request  ihaC  the 
brenkrasl  migiit  not  be  retarded. 

The  family  with  the  two  aides-de-camp  sal  down 
to  breukfnst.  Mrs.  Ai'Jiuld  had  arrived  but  lour 
or  fivB  days  previously  from  Pliiladt<lphiH,  with 
her  infant  child,  tlieii  about  six  monllis  old.  She 
was  bright  and  amiable  as  usual.  Arnold  was 
silent  and  gloomy.  It  was  nu  ntixiotiB  munieiit 
with  Iiim.  This  was  llie  day  appointed  fur  the 
consummaliou  of  the  plot,  when  ihti  enemy's  ships 
were  lo  ascend  the  river.  The  return  of  the  coin- 
inander-in- chief  from  the  East  two  days  seouer 
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iliaii  bad  been  anticipated,  and  bis  proposed  visit 
to  the  forts,  ibrealeueil  lo  disconceri  everything. 
Wbat  mighl  be  tbe  oonseijueuce  Arnold  could  not 
conjecture.  An  interrnl  uf  fearful  imogintDgB 
was  soon  brongbt  to  a  direful  close.  In  the 
midst  of  ilic  repitsl  a  horseman  alighted  at  the 
pate.  It  WHS  the  messenger  benriug  Jftmeson's 
letter  to  Arnold,  slating  the  capture  of  Andre,  and 
that  dntigerous  pupers  found  on  bim  had  been 
Fonvarded  to  Washington. 

The  mine  had  exploded  benentli  Arnold's  feet  i 
yet  in  this  awful  moment  he  gave  an  evidence  of 
that  quickness  of  mind  which  had  won  laurels  for 
bim  when  in  the  path  of  duty.  Controlling  the 
dismay  that  must  have  smitten  him  to  the  heart, 
he  beckoued  Mrs.  Arnold  froro  the  breakfust^Iable, 
Bi^nifying  a  wish  to  speak  wiib  her  in  private. 
When  alone  with  her  in  her  room  up  stair?,  he 
announced  in  hurried  word»i  that  he  y/an  a  mined 
man,  and  must  instantly  fly  for  his  life  !  Over- 
come by  the  shock,  she  fell  senseless  on  the  floor. 
Without  pausing  to  aid  her,  he  hurried  dowu  stairs, 
eerit  the  messenger  to  her  assistance,  probably  lo 
keep  bim  from  an  interview  with  the  other  officers ; 
returned  to  the  breakfast  room,  niid  informed  bis 
guests  tluil  be  must  haste  to  West  Point  lo  prepare 
for  the  reception  of  the  commander-in-chief:  and 
mounting  the  horse  of  the  messenger,  which  stood 
saddled  at  the  door,  galloped  down  by  what  is 
still  called  Arnold's  Path,  to  the  landing-place, 
where  his  six-oared  barge  was  moored.  Tlirotr- 
ing  himself  into  it,  he  ordered  his  men  to  pull  out 
into  the  middle  of  the  river,  and  then  made  down 
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with  nil  Bpeei]  for  Ttller's  Poipt,  which  ilivides 
Uaverelraw  litiy  from  [he  Tiipptin  Sea,  SHyiug  lie 
muai  be  back  Boon  lo  meet  the  cumtnniidei'-ia 
chief. 

Wnshington  arrived  nt  the  Robinson  House 
shortly  after  the  flight  of  the  Imitor.  Being  in- 
formed that  Mrs.  Arnuld  vras  in  lier  room,  unwell, 
and  that  Arnold  had  gone  to  West  Piiiul  to  rewiive 
him,  he  took  a  hasty  breakfast  and  repaired  lo  ilie 
fortre^  learing  word  thftt  he  and  his  suite  would 
return  to  dinner. 

In  crossing  the  river,  he  noticed  that  no  salute 
was  fired  from  the  fort,  nor  was  tliere  any  prepar- 
Alion  lo  receive  him  on  his  landing.  Colonel 
Lamb,  the  oflicer  iu  command,  who  came  dowu  Id 
the  shore,  manifenled  surprise  nt  seeing  him,  and 
apologiEed  for  this  wnut  of  military  ceremony,  by 
assuring  him  he  liad  not  been  nppriiied  of  Iiis  in- 
tended visit. 

**  Is  not  General  Arnold  here  ? "  demanded 
Washington. 

"  No,  air.  He  hns  not  been  here  for  two  tlava 
post :  nor  have  I  heiird  from  him  in  that  lime." 

This  was  strange  and  perplexing,  but  no  sin- 
ister suspicion  entered  Washington's  mind,  lie 
remained  at  the  Point  throughout  the  morning,  in- 
(ftecting  the  fortifictttions.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
messenger  whom  Jameson  had  diepalched  to 
Hartford  with  a  leller  covering  the  papers  taken 
on  Andr^  arrived  at  the  Rohinson  House.  He 
had  leurnt,  while  on  the  waj*  lo  Ilartlord,  tliat 
Washington  had  led  that  phice,  whereupon  lio 
turned  bridle   to  overtake   him,   but   missed    him 
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in  con»uqiieiiae  of  the  geiienirs  cliange  of  route. 
Corning  by   the   lower    roafi,   the   meagenger  hftd 


piuwed  t! 


li  Sdun 


1,  where  Anilr^ 
ght  with  him  tbe  letter  wrii 
infortuiMLe  otHcer  lo  the  cominHiider- 
piirport  of  whidi  lias  already  been  giv 


i  conGned, 
en  bj  thai 
i-ehief,  the 
n.  These 
letters  being  represented  as  of  the  utmost  moment, 
were  opened  and  read  by  Colonel  Hamilton,  as 
Washingioii's  aide-de-camp  find  conlidentifti  officer. 
He  raaintaiued  silence  as  lo  iheir  contents ;  met 
Witshiiifrton,  as  he  and  his  compiinious  were  com- 
ing up  from  the  river,  on  their  return  from  West 
Point,  spoke  to  him  a  few  words  in  a  low  voioe, 
and  they  retiied  together  into  the  house.  WTial- 
ever  agitation  Wasliitigton  may  have  felt  wlien 
these  documeulB  of  deep-lnid  treachery  were  pitt 
before  him,  he  wore  his  usual  nir  of  eqnanimilj 
when  he  rejoined  liis  companions.  Taking  Knox 
and  Irfifayelte  aside,  lie  euiiimiinicHled  lo  ihem 
the  iiilelligence,  niid  placed  the  papers  in  their 
hands.  "  Wliom  can  we  trust  now?"  was  bis 
only  comment,  but  it  spolie  volumeH. 

Uis  hrst  idea  was  to  arrest  the  traitor.  Cnn- 
jectiiriiig  tbe  direetioti  of  his  Hi^ht,  he  dispatched 
Ck)lotiel  Hamilton  on  horseback  to  spur  with  all 
speed  to  Vei'plauck's  Point,  which  cummauds  the 
nuri'ow  part  of  the  Hudson,  just  below  the  High- 
lauds,  witli  orders  to  the  commiinder  to  intercept 
Arnold  should  he  not  already  have  paawd  thHt 
post.  This  done,  when  dinner  was  announced, 
lie  invited  t lie  company  lo  table.  "  Cume,  gentle- 
men ;  since  Mrs.  Arnold  is  unwell,  and  Ihe  gen- 
eral is  ubseut,  let  us  sit  down  without  ceremony." 
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The  repBXl  was  a  qitiet  one,  for  none  but  Lnfny- 
I'lle  and  Kimx.  bvsiOe  tim  "t'liend,  knew  llie  pur- 
port of  Ihe  loners  ju»t  received. 

Id  tbe  menu  lime,  Arnold,  panic-stiicken,  bad 
sped  his  oailiff  flight  tlirongh  tlie  Highlands; 
inlmmy  howlijig  in  his  rear;  arrest  tli rente niji;^ 
kiin  in  the  advance;  a  fugitive  past  tiie  poiitri 
which  he  IjH<t  recently  comniiinded ;  shrinking  at 
the  sight  nf  that  flag  which  hitherto  it  had  been 
his  glory  to  defend !  Alas  !  hnw  changed  from 
tlie  Arnold,  who,  but  two  years  previou!>ly,  when 
repulsed,  wounded  and  crippled,  lierc)ro  llio  walls 
of  Quebec,  could  yet  write  proudly  fmin  a  shat- 
tered cnmp,  ''  I  am  in  the  way  of  my  duly,  and  I 
know  DO  fear ! " 

lie  bad  passed  ihrouzh  the  HishlHndsin  safely, 
bat  there  were  the  batteries  al  Verplanek's  Point 
yet  to  fear.  Fortunately  for  bim,  Hamilton, 
with  tbe  order  for    his    arrest,  hsd  not    arrived 

Hb  barfre  was  known  by  the  gurriaon.  A 
white  handkerchief  displayed!  gitve  it  tbe  sanction 
of  a  ie,g  of  truce :  it  was  suffered  lo  pass  without 
queetioo,  and  tlie  trnilor  effected  his  escape  to  the 
Vukure  sloop-of.war.  anchored  a  few  miles  below, 
Aa  if  to  consummate  his  degradation  by  a  despic- 
able  act  of  treachery  and  meanness,  he  gave  up 
to  the  Domraander  his  coxswain  and  six  bai-gemen 
as  prisoners  of  war.  We  are  happy  to  add,  that 
this  perfidy  exciteil  the  scorn  of  the  British  of- 
ficers; and,  when  it  was  found  tlwt  the  men  had 
supposed  they  were  acting  under  the  protection 
of  a  flaj;,  they  were  released  by  order  of  Sir 
Henry  Clinton. 
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Colonel  Ilamillon    relumed    to    the  Kobiiison 

Houae  aiid  reporiett  the  escnpe  of  llie  Iruiior, 
He  broiiglit  two  letters  also  tu  Wnshhigloii,  which 
hnd  been  seal  on  shore  from  the  Vulture,  uikder  a 
Ah};  of  truce.  One  waa  from  Arnold,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  trntiscript :  — 

'■  Sir,  —  The  heart  whieh  is  cuuscious  of  its  own 
rectitude,  cnuuot  attempt  to  palliate  a  step  which 
the  world  may  cejisiire  as  wrong;  I  have  e*ei" 
Boti^  from  B  principle  of  luve  to  my  coutiiry,  since 
the  commencement  of  the  present  unhappy  con- 
test between  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies  ;  the 
same  principle  of  love  to  my  country 
present  conduct,  however  it  may  appear 
tent  lo  the  world,  who  seldom  judge  right  of  any 

"  I  usk  no  favor  for  myseIC  I  have  too  often 
experienced  the  ingratitude  of  my  country  to  at- 
tempt it;  but,  from  the  known  humanity  of  your 
Excellency,  I  am  induced  to  ask  your  proiuction 
for  Mrs.  AruulJ  from  every  insult  and  injury  that 


a  mistaken  vengea 
her  to.     It  ough 

uce  of  my  country  may  expose 
to   fall  only  on   me  ;  she  is  as 

good  and 
of  doing 

wrong.     I  beg  she  may  be  permitted  to 
her  friends  in   Philadelphia,  or  lo  coma 

I  have  n 

she  may 
>  fears  oc 

ciioose  ;  from  your  Eseellency 

her  account,  but  she  may  suf- 

fer  from  the  mistaken  fury  of  thti  country." 

The  other  letter  was  from  Colonel  Beverley 
Robinson,  interceding  for  the  release  of  Andre, 
on  the  plea  that  he  was  on  shore  under  the  san<V 
tion  of  a  flag  of  truce,  at  the  request  of  Arnold. 
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BobinsoD  hnd  hoped  lo  fiud  favor  with  Wasliing- 
tOD  OH  llie  score  of  llieir  enrly  inlinincy. 

Notwithstanding  Washiiigtous  HpjiareHt  tcMi- 
qnillitj  and  real  self-possession,  it  waa  »  time  of 
apfutUing  ilistnuL  Hon  Gir  the  treasou  hiul  ex- 
tended :  tvho  else  might  be  iniplicat«il  in  it,  was 
unknown.  Artiold  hikd  escaped,  and  was  acliiHlly 
on  board  of  tlie  Vulture;  he  knew  everything 
about  the  coudibon  of  the  posts:  might  he  not 
(lereuoile  the  enemy,  in  the  present  weak  UAte  of 
the  prisons,  to  ttttempt  a  coiip  dt  main  f  Wash- 
ington iuatuntly,  therefore,  dispatclied  a  letter  lo 
Culunel  Wade,  wlio  wad  iu  lempomry  oouiinand 
al  West  Point.  "  General  Arnold  is  gone  to  the 
cuemy,"  writes  he.  "  I  have  just  now  received  a 
line  from  him  iDclosing  one  to  Mrs.  Arnold,  dated 
on  boon!  the  Vakure.  I  request  tliat  yon  will  be 
aa  vigilant  as  poBsible,  and  as  the  enemy  may 
have  ii  in  contemplation  to  attempt  some  enler- 
prise,  even  to^niyht.  against  these  pust£,  I  v/'mh 
yon  to  make,  immedialely  after  the  receipt  of 
this,  llie  best  disposition  you  can  of  your  Ibrce,  ho 
as  to  have  a  proportion  of  men  la  eacli  work  on 
Uie  wttst  side  of  the  river." 

A  regiment  slatiuneil  in  the  Highlands  was  or- 
dered lo  the  same  duly,  as  well  as  a  body  of  the 
HasBUchusetts  militia  from  Fishkill.  At  half-past 
aeven  in  the  evening,  Washington  wrote  to  Gren- 
eral  Greene,  who,  in  his  absence,  commanded  the 
army  At  Tappan ;  urging  him  to  put  tiie  lefl  di- 
vision in  motion  as  soon  as  possible,  with  orders 
lo  proceed  lo  King's  Ferry,  where,  or  before  lliey 
shuuhl  arrive  there,  Ihey  would  be  met  with  fiir- 
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tlKT  ordem.  'The  fnaou."  writes  be^  "wOl 
eoRK  on  E^ht.  lev*^^  dMJr  hexrj  bag^ige  to  fel- 
Imr.  Yoa  will  abo  bold  aD  ibe  troops  in  na£- 
aess  Id  more  cm  &e  diorteM  Botice.  Transi- 
tions of  *  most  tatefcsliiig  tnUare,  and  socli  as 
wiD  aslooBh  jmi,  bare  been  jnst  diacoTered." 

His  next  ibongbt  was  abMit  Andr&  He  was 
not  acrinainled  with  him  peraonally,  and  the  in- 
tngoes  in  wludt  he  had  been  engaged,  and  the 
errand  on  which  he  had  come,  made  him  conader 
Um  an  artfnl  and  reaohite  penon.  He  had  pos- 
MBsed  bimself  of  daugerons  infonnation,  and  in  a 
manner  had  been  arrealed  with  (he  kev  of  the 
dUdel  io  his  ynAtX.  On  the  same  evening, 
therefure,  Washington  wrote  to  Colooel  JamestiD, 
diargiug  thai  eTciy  precaution  should  be  taken 
to  prevent  Major  Andr^  from  makiag  hia  es<3ipe. 
"  He  will  no  duubt  effect  it,  if  possible ;  and  in 
order  that  be  may  not  have  it  in  his  power,  yon 
will  send  him  imder  the  care  of  such  a  parly  and 
so  many  ofhoers  as  to  preclude  bim  from  the  least 
opportunity  of  doing  it.  That  he  mny  be  less 
liable  to  be  recaptured  by  the  enemy,  who  will  no 
doubt  make  every  effort  to  regmo  Lim,  he  hod 
better  be  conducted  to  this  place  by  some  upper 
rood,  rather  than  by  the  route  of  Grompoml.  I 
would  Dot  wisli  Mr.  Andre  lo  be  treated  with  in- 
sult ;  but  he  does  not  appear  to  stand  u|ion  the 
footing  of  3  common  prisoner  of  war,  and,  there- 
fore, lie  is  not  entitled  lo  the  usual  indulgences 
which  Uiey  receive,  and  is  to  be  most  closely  and 
narrowly  Wiiiclied." 

In  ilie  menu  lime,  Mrs.  Arnold  remamed  in  her 


room  in  a  state  bordering  on  freuzy.  Arnold 
might  wtiU  contide  in  llie  humuuity  auil  deliocj 
of  WashiugtoQ  In  resptK:t  to  her.  lie  legiLnli!!! 
her  with  the  siucerest  commiseration,  acijtiitting 
her  of  ail  previous  knowledge  of  her  l]UHl>aD<l'a 
guilu  On  remitting  to  her,  by  one  of  liis  uiiles- 
de-camp,  ihe  letter  of  her  husbanu,  writltn  from 
on  board  of  the  Vulture,  he  informed  her  that  he 
had  done  nil  that  depended  upon  hiiuself  to  have 
him  arrested,  but  not  Imving  suctieedeiE,  he  espe- 
rienced  a  pleasure  in  assuring  her  of  bis  safety.* 
A  letter  of  Humilton's  written  ut  the  time, 
with  atl  the  sympathies  of  a  youug  muu,  gives  a 
touching  picture  of  Washington's  first  interview 
with  her.  "  She  for  a.  time  entirely  Jost  herself. 
The  general  went  up  to  see  her,  and  she  up- 
braided him  with  being  in  a  plot  to  murder  her 
child.  One  moment  slie  raved,  another  she  melted 
inio  tears,  sometimts  she  pressed  her  iafimC  lo  her 
bosom,  and  lamented  its  fate  occosiuue'l  by  the 
I  inapriideuce  of  its  father,  in  a  manner  that  would 
I  have  pierced  iusensibility  itself.  All  the  sweet- 
is  of  beauty,  all  the  loveliness  of  innoctince,  all 
the  tenderness  of  a  wife,  and  all  the  fondness  of 
a  mother,  showed  themselves  in  her  appearance 
ButI  conduct." 

During  the  brief  time  she  remained  at  the 
Robinson  House,  she  was  treated  with  the  utmost 
deference  and  delicacy,  but  soon  set  off,  under  a 
passport  of  Washington,  for  ber  father's  house  in 
Pbiiadetjtbia. 

1  ilcmvin  of  La/ayettf,  vol.  i.  p.  2fi+. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

Afldrd'a  Conduct  u  a  Pnanner.  —  lilt  Conversulioaa  vilh 
Colonel  T«llm«d({«.-St«7  of  N»(b.n  H>le — Andii'-B 
PriHin  at  Tiippan — Correspondence  ou  Ills  Hehiilf.  —  Hi» 

Trial Eitcculion.  —  Be*»ril  of  the  CuptorB — Reward 

of  Amuld.  — Ille  ProcUmatioD.  —  Alter  Fonimet  of  Hd. 

ifcgrS^N  the  26lh  of  September,  the  day  after 
l^^ffl  iliL- tL-ofutoD  of  Arnold  had  been  revealed 
l^P?^  U>  WushiDgton,  Aiidr^  arrived  at  the 
Rubtiisoii  House,  having  been  brought  on  in  the 
nighi.  uuder  escort  iind  in  charge  of  Major  Tatl- 
mudge.  \yashiugton  made  many  inquiries  of  the 
major,  bat  declined  to  have  the  prisoner  brongbt 
into  hie  pi-cscnce,  apparently  entertaining  a  strong 
Idea  of  liin  moral  obliquity,  from  the  nature  of 
the  Hcheme  in  which  ho  had  been  engaged,  and 
the  cimimstancea  under  wliich  he  had  lieen  ar- 

The  same  evening  he  transmitted  him  to  West 
Point,  and  shortly  afterwards,  Joshua  U.  Smith, 
who  had  likewise  been  arrested.  Still,  not  con- 
sidering them  secure  even  there,  he  determined 
on  the  following  day  to  send  them  on  to  the 
camp.  In  a  letter  to  Greene  he  writes :  '•  Thoy 
will  be  imder  an  escort  of  horse,  and  I  wish  you 
to  have  separate  houses  in  camp  ready  for  their 
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receptiou,  in  which  they  may  bo  kept  perfectly 
Kcure  ;  and  also  atrong,  trusty  guards,  trelily  ofB- 
cered,  that  s  part  may  lie  constantly  in  the  ruum 
with  Uiem-  They  have  uot  been  permitted  to  tie 
togetlier,  and  must  btJ  kept  apart.  I  would  wiah 
the  room  for  Mr.  Aiidr^  to  be  a  decent  one,  and 
tbitt  he  may  be  treated  with  civility ;  but  that  he 
may  be  so  guardeil  as  to  preclude  a  possibility  of 
his  escaping,  which  he  will  certitinly  attempt  to 
effect,  if  it  i^ball  aeera  practicable  in  the  most  dis- 
tUJt  degree." 

Mujor  Tallmadge  coutiimed  to  have  charge  of 
Andr^.  Not  regarding  him  from  the  aamo  anx- 
ioas  point  with  tiie  commander-iu-chief,  and  huT- 
ing  had  o]>[H)rlunitii:s  of  acquiring  a  personal 
knowledge  of  liiro,  he  had  become  fascinated  by 
his  engaging  quaUliee.  "  The  ease  and  aflabilily 
of  bis  manners,"  writes  he,  "  poUahed  by  the  re- 
finement of  goud  society  and  a  fiuished  education, 
made  him  a  most  delightful  companion.  It  often 
drvw  (ears  from  my  eyes,  to  find  liim  so  agreeable 
m  different  subjeclB,  when  I  re- 
flected on  hie  future  fate,  and  that  too,  as  I  leared. 

Early  on  the  moniing  of  the  28th,  the  prison- 
ers were  embarked  in  a  barge,  to  be  conveyed 
from  West  Point  to  King's  Ferry.  Tallmailge 
placed  Audn^  by  his  side  on  the  after  seat  uf  the 
barge.  Both  being  young,  of  equal  rank,  and 
prepossessing  manners,  a  frank  and  cordial  inter- 
conrse  had  gr6wn  up  between  them.  By  a  cartel, 
motually  agreed  upon,  each  might  put  to  the  other 
any  question  not  involving  a  third  person.     They 
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were  passing  belovr  tho  rockj'  heighta  of  West 
Foiul,  iind  in  full  view  of  the  forlress,  when 
TnlliiiHilge  asked  Andre  whether  he  woulJ  have 
token  nil  Eictive  part  in  the  attack  on  it,  should 
Arnold's  plan  have  succeeded.  Andn:  promptly 
answered  in  the  aflinnative ;  pointed  out  a  table 
of  land  on  the  west  shore,  where  he  would  have 
landed  at  the  head  of  a  select  corps,  described  the 
route  he  would  have  taken  up  the  monntaia  to  a 
height  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Pnttiiini,  overlooking 
the  wliole  parade  of  West  Point  —  "  and  thia  be 
did,"  writes  Tallmaclge,  "with  ranch  greater  ex- 
actness thiin  I  could  have  done.  This  eminence 
he  would  have  reached  without  difficulty,  as  Ai^ 
nold  would  have  disposed  of  the  garri!>ou  in  such 
mnniier  as  to  be  capable  of  little  or  no  opposi' 
tioii  —  and  then  the  keg  of  ike  couatry  umuid 
}tm>e  been  in  hU  hands,  and  lie  wouid  have  had  the 
glory  of  the  splendid  ae/iievement. 

Tallniadge  fairly  kindled  into  ndmiratiou  as 
Andre,  with  hereditary  French  vivacity,  acted 
the  scene  he  wat  describing.  "It  seemed  to 
him,"  he  said,  "as  if  Audrii  were  entering  the 
fort  sword  in  hand." 

He  vcntureil  to  aek  what  was  to  liave  been  his 
reward  had  he  succeeded,  "  Mihtary  glory  was 
all  he  soughL  The  thanks  of  his  general  and 
the  approbation  of  his  king  would  have  been  a 
rich  reward  for  such  an  uaderlaking." 

Tallmadge  was  perfectly  charmed,  but  adds 
quietly,  "  I  think  he  further  remarked,  that,  if 
he  had  succeeded,  he  v>ai  lo  have  been  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  a  Ifrigadier-general." 


STORY   OF    CAPTAIN  SALE. 

While  Ihua  Itie  prisoner,  conGdeiil  of  [lie  merit 
of  whttt  he  hml  nttenipted,  kiiidltid  with  Uie  idea 
of  an  imaginary  triumph,  and  tlie  joiithful  officer 
who  had  him  iu  charge  caught  fire  from  liis  en- 
thusiasm, the  barge  glided  through  that  eolemii 
defile  of  mouctaiui,  through  which,  but  a  few 
days  previously,  Arnold,  the  puiiic-stricken  traitor 
of  the  drama,  had  fled  like  a  felon. 

Afier  disembarking  at  Kiu^i's  Ferry  near  Stony 
Point,  they  set  off  for  Tappan  under  the  escort  of 
■  body  of  horse.  As  ihey  approached  the  Clove, 
a  deep  de&le  in  the  rear  of  the  Mightatida,  Aiidr^, 
who  rode  beside  Tidlmodge,  became  solicitous  to 
know  the  opinion  of  the  latter  as  to  what  would 
,  be  the  result  of  hia  cnpture,  and  in  what  light 
he  would  be  regarded  by  Getierul  Washinglou 
and  by  a  military  iribunal,  should  one  be  urrlered. 
Tallmadge  evaded  the  question  as  long  as  possi- 
ble, but  being  urged  to  a  full  and  explicit  reply, 
gsve  it,  he  says,  in  ihe  following  wonia  ;  "  I  liad 
a  much-loved  classmate  iu  Yale  Collt'ge,  by  the 
tiame  of  Nathan  Hale,  who  entered  llie  army  iu 
1773.  Immediately  afler  the  battle  of  Long 
Island,  General  Washington  wanted  iururniatiou 
respeetiiig  the  strength,  position,  auit  probable 
movements  of  the  enemy.  Captain  Hiile  len- 
dervd  his  services,  went  over  to  Brooklyn,  and 
was  tokeu,  just  as  he  was  passing  the  outposts 
of  lh«  enemy  ou  his  returu;  said  I  with  em- 
phasis—  'Do  you  remember  the  sequel  of  Ihe 
story  ? '  ■  Yes,'  said  Andrii.  '  He  whs  hanged 
as  a  spy  !     But  you  surely  do  not  consider  his 
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i  alike  ?  *     '  Yes  precisely  iimilar  ; 
Bad  HimilHr  will  be  joar  fate.' " ' 

1  The  rate  oT  the  heroic  vouih  ben  allDded  lo,  dsMrvH  ■  mnn 
ice  Bom  in  Corcatiy,  CoDntdkut.  June  Gtb,  ITtA 
be  eiilKred  Tile  Colli^  in  ITTO,  and  gradualod  witb  hum 
diBtiiiGlion  in  Septembtr.  1773,  having  previounly  eontiaclad 
ui  cngigamenl  oTnuirritge;  not  unlike  Andrf  in  this  respect, 
who  Hooed  bii  "  Honars,"  at  dgbtetn.  On  quitting  oollegB 
he  eng«(!ed  at  ■  teicber.  u  ii  commoa  with  young  men  in 
Nev  Kagland.  while  stodying  Tor  ■  proftnuon.  His  hilf- 
d  putposB  vu  to  devote  bimHlT  to  the  miniMiy.  Aa 
■  lucber  ofyoutb,  he  wu  emineati;  slillirnl,  and  e(|Dal]j 
appreciated  by  pwnU  and  pupils,  tie  became  univemllr 
popular.  "  Ereiybody  lored  lilm,"  Hid  ■  bdy  of  hit  ao- 
quainlance, ''  be  wan  «i  uprightly,  intelligent  and  liind,  and 

at  New  London,  when  an  cxpriHa  arrired 
if  Ibe  outbreak  at  (.exiugian.  A  town 
and  Hale  wu  amoDg  Ibe  moit  ardent  of 
the  ipeakera,  propoiing  an  instant  march  to  tbe  scene  or  hoi' 
liiiliea,  and  offering  to  rolnnleer.  "  A  sense  of  dulr,"  wrftaa 
he  to  bis  father^  ^  urgea  me  to  sacrifice  evei^tbing  for  ray 

Hd  eerved  in  tbe  army  before  Boiton  as  lieutenant ;  pn- 
vailed  on  bi*  company  lo  uxtend  tbeir  term  of  Mtrice  by 
oOering  Ibem  bla  own  pay,  and  for  hia  good  conduct  [«- 
Ceived  from  CongroM  the  commission  of  captain.  He  com- 
B  company  in  Colonel  KnowUon'a  re);iuienl  in  lh« 
following  year.  Aflur  tbe  disuirons  battle  of  Long  Island, 
Wasbinglon  applied  lo  that  officer  Tor  a  competent  penon  to 
penetrate  tbe  enemy'*  camp,  and  procnre  intelligence  of  their 
d»igDi;  a  len-ica  deemed  Tilal  In  that  dispiriting  criaia. 
Hale,  in  the  ardor  of  patriolism,  volonteered  for  tbe  unenvf- 
hougb  fully  aware  of  its  peni,  and  tb?  cohm- 
qneocca  of  capture. 

Assnming  his  old  character  aa  scboolmasler,  he  croaaed  tll« 
Sound  at  uight  from  Notvalk  to  Hunlingioa  on  I^ng  Island, 
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•*  He  enilenvorfli],"  adds  Tuiliuiulge,  '■  to  nii- 
Bwer  my  remarks,  but  \l  wiie  mBiiifest  he  wh8 
more  troubled  in  spirit  tliun  I  had  ever  eeea  him 

"We  slopped  nt  the  Clove  to  dine  aud  let 
Uie  horsc-guard  refresh,"  cuiitiiiiies  Tallraadge, 
"  While  there,  Andid  kept  reviewing  his  shabby 
dress,  and  Htially  rtiniiirked  to  me,  that  he  was 
pasiltvely  ashamed  to  go  to  the  head-qUHrtei-s  of 
the  Ainericnii  (irmy  in  such  u  plight.  I  called 
my  servant  and  directed  hira  to  bring  my  dragoon 
cloak,  which  I  presented  to  Major  Andre.  Tliis 
he  refused  for  some   tiiae  \   but   I   insisted  ou   it, 
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had  unt  ■  btial  on  ahore  Ibr  waler.  Hale  mlKtiwk  il  for  the 
txpected  boal,  and  did  not  discovtr  iiu  miAtfike  until  he  fnund 
binuclf  id  lbs  bands  aC  euaniiea.  He  wiu  ilripped  and 
Harcbed,  the  plana  aud  nieniotuida  were  Ibund  vouvcaled  in 
iha  Miles  of  bi>  iboea,  «nd  proved  bim  to  be  a  spy- 
He  van  cnnvcyed  to  the  j^uard  thip,  and  (hence  la  Xew 
York,  wbem  ho  ww  1and«il  on  tbe  9Ie(  of  September,  the  day 
of  iliB  KTcal  fire.  He  vaa  taken  to  General  Howe's  h«ad- 
■lutner*,  and,  aTter  brief  parley  with  bis  Jtidge,  ordered  for 

oat  by  the  provuit  manilial,  tlie  brutal  and  infiimuua  Cud- 
ntngham,  hIio  rebied  bin  reiiuut  lur  t,  Bible,  and  duBtrojed 
a  latter  be  had  sddrc>>ed  la  bis  mother,  for  llie  reason  aRer 
mrds  i^veo  by  bimiwlf,  "  that  tbe  rebeli  should  aevei  knnir 
they  had  a  man  who  could  die  with  such  lirmness."  Hie 
(Mliiat  ipirit  shone  Ibrth  in  bis  dying  wordi,  —  "I  only  regret 
that  I  have  but  one  life  to  lose  for  my  cuuntry." 


Tlie  plncG  whicli  had  been  prepared  to  receive 
Major  Ajidrti,  is  silW  pointed  out  ns  the  "76  Stoae 
House."  Tlie  caiittuii  whicL  WHsliicigiou  had 
gireo  as  to  his  sufe  keeping,  was  strictly  observed 
bj  Colonel  Scammel,  the  Adjulant-general,  as  niBij 
be  SL-eii  bj  his  ordtra  to  the  officer  of  the  guards. 

"  Miijur  Audr^,  the  prisoner  under  your  guard, 
IB  not  only  ho  oSicer  of  distinction  in  the  British 
nmiy,  bnt  a  man  uf  itiRnile  art  mid  address,  who 
will  leMve  no  nieans  unHtlempIud  to  ninke  his 
escape  and  avoid  ilie  ignominious  death  which 
awaits  hiin.  Tou  are  therefore,  in  widition  to 
your  sentries,  to  keep  two  officers  consianily  in 
the  room  with  him,  with  their  swords  dravn, 
whilst  the  other  officers  who  are  out  of  the  room 
are  cotistnntlj  to  keep  walking  the  entry  and 
around  the  sentries,  to  a«e  thnt  they  are  alert. 
No  person  whatever  to  be  permitted  to  enter  the 
room,  or  speak  with  him,  unless  hy  direction  of 
the  comma II der-tn-chief.  You  are  by  no  means 
to  suffer  him  to  go  out  of  the  room  on  any  pretext 
whatever."  • 

The  ctipture  of  Andr^  caused  a  great  sensation 
at  New  York.  He  was  uuiventally  popular  with 
the  army,  and  an  especial  favorite  o!'  Sir  Ileniy 
Cliulon.  The  latter  addressed  a  letter  to  Wash. 
ingiou  on  the  29th,  claiming  the  release  of  Andr^ 
on  similar  ground  to  that  urged  by  Colonel  Bub- 
inson  —  hia  having  visited  Arnold  at  the  particular 
request  of  that  general  officer,  and  under  the 
1  Fiam  t,  copy  amonis  lh<i  pfpcn  of  UencnJ  UsdiL 
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MDClian  of  fi  tl^  of  truce  ;  anil  Lis  linving  bE^en 
Mopped  while  irnvelling  under  Arnold's  piLS-iports. 
The  ftame  letter  inclosed  one  addressed  by  Ar- 
nold to  Sir  Henry,  and  intended  as  n  kind  of 
certificate  of  thu  iiinocetice  of  Andre.  "  I  com- 
nuudcd  at  the  time  at  Weat  Point,"  wriles  tlie 
renegade,  "  liud  nn  uudoiibled  right  to  send  my 
flag  of  truce  lo  Major  Audr^,  who  came  lo  mo 
under  that  protijclian,  and,  linving  held  convcrsa- 
tion  with  him,  I  delirered  him  cotilideniini  papers 
in  my  own  handwriting  to  deliver  to  your  Excel- 
lency. Thinbing  it  much  properer  he  should  re- 
turn by  land,  I  directed  hira  to  make  use  of  the 
feigned  name  of  Joliii  Anderson,  under  which  he 
had,  by  my  direction,  come  on  shore,  and  gave 
him  my  piisi<|)oris  to  go  lo  the  White  Finite,  on 

his  way  to  New  York All  which  I 

hnd  th«n  a  right  to  do,  being  in  the  actual  i^ervice 
of  America,  under  the  orders  of  General  Wash- 
uglon,  and  coramanding  genenil  at  We^t  Point 
■nd  ila  dependencies."  He  concludes,  iherelbi'e, 
that  Andre  cnunot  fall  of  being  immediately  sent 
lo  New  York, 

Neither  the  official  demand  of  Sir  Henry 
Qinlon,  nor  the  impudent  ceniflciiie  of  Arnold, 
hnd  any  eflecl  un  the  steady  mind  of  Waaliington. 
He  eoiBJdered  the  circumstances  under  which 
Andre  had  been  taken  such  as  would  liave  justified 
tlie  most  summary  proceedings,  hut  he  delermined 
U>  refer  the  ca:ie  lo  the  examinatimi  nnd  decisioik 
of  a  board  of  general  officers,  which  he  convened 
ou  the  29lh  of  September,  the  dny  after  bis  ar- 
rival nt  Tappnn.     It  wag  composed  of  six  mHJor- 
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gCDerala,  Greene,  Stirling,  St.  Clair,  Lafayette,  Q. 
Howe,  and  Steulten  ;  anil  eight  brigadiers.  Parsona, 
Jaraea  Ctinlon,  Ktioz,  Glover,  Pitten>on,  Hand, 
Hunliiigdon,  and  Stark.  General  Greene,  nho 
was  well  vereed  id  military  law,  nnd  was  h  rain 
of  Bound  head  aud  kind  heart,  was  presideal,  and 
Colonel  Juhn  Lawrence,  judge  ctdvocale-genenil. 

Colonel  Alexander  Hamilton,  who,  like  Tall- 
madge,  liiid  drawn  to  Andr^  in  his  mLifortuiies,  aa 
bad  moHt  of  the  young  American  otficers,  gives, 
in  lullers  lo  his  friend",  muny  inierestiiig  partio- 
ulara  concerning  the  coniliici  of  the  prisoner. 
"  When  brought  before  the  board  of  officers," 
writes  lie,  **  he  met  with  every  mark  of  indulgence 
and  was  required  to  nuswer  no  interrogatory 
which  would  even  embarrass  his  feelings.  On 
his  part,  while  he  carefully  concealed  everything 
that  might  implicate  others,  he  frankly  confessed 
all  the  facts  relating  lo  himself,  nnd  upon  his  con- 
fession, without  the  trouble  of  examining  a  witness, 
the  btinrd  made  up  their  report" 

It  briL'fly  staled  llie  circnmslanres  of  the  CRse, 
and  concluded  with  the  opinion  of  the  court,  that 
Major  Andre,  adjutant -general  of  the  British 
army,  ought  lo  be  considered  a  spy  from  the  en- 
emy, nnd,  agreeably  to  the  law  and  usage  of 
nations,  ought  to  suffer  death.  In  a  conversaliun 
with  Hamilton,  Andre  acknowledged  llie  candor, 
liberality,  and  indulgence  with  which  ihe  board 
bad  conducted  themselves  in  their  painful  inquiry. 
He  met  the  result  with  manly  firmness.  "  I  fore- 
see my  fate,"  said  he  ;  "  and  though  I  pretend  not 
to  play  the  hero,  or  to  he  indifferent  about  life, 
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yet  I  am  reconciled  lo  whatever  raay  hfippi'ii ; 
couscious  that  misfortune,  not  guilt,  has  brougLt 
it  upou  me." 

Even  in  this  Bituation  of  gathering  horrors,  he 
Ihoaghi  of  oiherB  more  than  of  himself.  "  There 
U  only  one  thing  that  disturbs  my  tranquillity," 
Ntid  he  to  Hamilton.  "  Sir  Henry  Clitilon  has 
been  too  good  to  me ;  he  has  been  lavish  of  his 
kindne^a.  I  am  bound  to  him  by  too  many 
obligalions,  nml  love  him  loo  well,  lo  bear  the 
thought  tliat  he  aitonld  reproacli  himself,  or  ulhers 
should  reproach  him,  on  the  supposition  of  my 
having  conceived  myself  obli^red,  by  his  itiatruo< 
lions,  lo  run  ihe  risk  1  did.  I  would  not  for  the 
world  leave  a  sting  in  his  mind  that  should  em* 
bitter  bis  future  day?."  He  could  scarce  finish  the 
sentence ;  bursting  into  tears,  in  spite  of  his  efforts 
lo  suppress  them,  and  with  cljlficully  collected 
himself  eitough  afterwards  to  add,  "  I  wisli  to  be 
permitted  to  assure  him  that  I  did  not  act  under 
this  impression,  but  submitted  to  a  necex.'iity  im- 
posed upon  me,  as  contrary  to  my  own  incliuiition, 
as  to  his  wishes." 

His  request  was  complied  with,  and  he  wrote 
a  letter  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  the  above  pur- 
port. He  made  mention  also  of  his  mother  and 
three  sisters,  to  wiinm  the  value  of  his  cinnmission 
would  be  an  object.  "  It  is  needless,"  said  he,  ''  lo 
be  more  explicit  on  this  subject;  I  am  persuaded 
of  your  Excellency's  goodness."  ' 

I  Tha  coRiniinioD  ttu  mIiI  by  Sir  Hfor?  Clinton,  for  tbo 
l-coeGc  or  Andre's  aiollier  tod  mten.   The  king,  also,  seltlud 
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He  concluded  by  snyiiig, ''  I  receive  llie  ):reat«8t 
attention  from  his  Excellency,  General  Wnslung- 
ton.  and  from  every  person  under  whose  charge  I 
bap  pen  to  be  placed." 

Tliia  letter  accompanied  one  from  Washington 
to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  §tatiug  iLe  report  of  the 
board  of  inquiry,  omitting  the  sentence.  "  From 
these  proceedings,"  ohgerves  lie,  "  it  is  evident 
that  Mnjor  Ani]r<5  was  employed  in  the  execution 
of  measures  very  foreign  lo  the  objects  of  flags 
of  truce.  HUiI  such  as  they  were  never  meant  to 
authorize  in  tlie  most  distant  degree ;  and  this 
gentlemaa  confessed  with  (lie  greatest  candor,  in 
the  course  of  his  examination,  that  it  was  im- 
possihio  for  liiin  to  supp^ise  ibat  he  came  on  shore 
under  the  sanction  of  a  flag." 

Caplnin  Aaron  Ogtlen,  a  worthy  officer  of  (he 
New  Jersey  line,  was  selected  by  Washington  to 
bear  thette  diFpalches  to  the  enemy's  post  at  Paulus 
Hook,  tlieiiee  to  be  conveyed  across  the  Hudson 
to  New  York.  Before  his  departure,  he  called 
by  Washington's  request  on  the  Maniuis  Lafnyette, 
vlio  gave  liim  instructions  \o  sound  the  officer 
commanding  at  that  post  whether  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton  might  not  he  willing  to  deliver  up  Arnold  ill 
cxL-hunge  for  Andr^.  Ogdeu  arrived  at  Paulua 
Hook  in  the  evening,  and  made  the  suggestioii,  as 
if  incidentally,  in  the  course  of  conversation.  The 
officer  demanded  if  he  liad  any  autliority  from 
Washington  for  such  an  intimation.     "  I  have  no 
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BDch  Bsanrance  from  General  WdBhington,"  replied 
be,  "  but  I  am  prepared  lo  snj.  that  if  such  n  pro- 
posal were  mnde,  I  believe  it  would  be  acc«pled, 
and  Major  Andr^  Bet  at  litierty." 

The  officer  crossed  Ihe  river  before  moniing, 
and  corarannicnied  the  miiiler  to  Sir  Henry  Cliti- 
ton,  but  the  latter  inslanllj'  rejected  tlio  espedi- 
ent  ae  incompatible  with  honor  and  military  prin- 
ciple. 

In  the  me^n  time,  the  character,  nppenratice, 
deportment,  and  fortunea  of  Aiidrd,  had  interested 
the  feelings  of  ihu  oldest  and  sternest  soldiers 
aponnd  him,  and  completely  captivated  the  sym- 
pathies of  the  younger  ones.  He  was  treated 
with  the  greatest  respect  and  kindness  tlirough- 
ODt  his  con  line  men  t.  and  his  table  was  supplied 
from  that  of  the  commander-in-chief. 

Haroilt«in,  who  was  in  daily  intercourse  with 
him,  describes  him  as  well  improved  by  education 
and  travel,  witb  an  elegant  turn  of  mind,  and  a 
IMte  for  the  fine  arts.  He  had  allained  some 
proficiency  in  poetry,  music,  and  painting.  His 
MDtiroents  were  elevated,  his  elocution  was  fluent, 
hifl  address  easy,  polite,  and  engaging,  wiih  a  sofV- 
nesB  that  conciliated  affection.  His  inlctit^  and 
acuomptislimenis  were  accompanied,  says  Hamil- 
ton, by  a  diliidence  that  induced  you  lo  give  him 
credit  for  more  than  appeared. 

No  one  felt  stronger  sympathy  in  his  case  than 
Colonel  Tallmadge,  no  doubt  from  the  considera- 
tion that  be  had  been  the  means  of  bringing  him 
into  this  Hwful  predicament,  by  inducing  Colonel 
Jameson  to  have  him  conducted  back  when  on 
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the  way  lo  Arnold's  quarters,  A  letter  lies  be- 
fore us,  mritteD  by  Tiilliiiadn;e  to  Colonel  SamDul 
B.  Webb,  ouo  of  Waaliingiou'a  aide^-de-camp. 
"Poor  Andril,  wlio  lias  beeu  under  my  charge 
almo.*!  ever  since  he  wits  taken,  has  ye^ilorday  hod 
his  trial,  and  though  his  sentence  is  not  known, 
a  disgraceful  death  is  undoubtedly  sllolted  him. 
By  hi'Hvene,  Colonel  "Webb,  I  never  saw  a  man 
whose  faie  I  foresRW  wbom  I  so  sincerely  pitied. 
He  is  a  young  fellow  of  (be  greatest  Hccompltsh- 
raents,  and  wtis  the  prime  minister  of  Sir  Hajry 
on  all  occasions.  He  has  unbosomed  liis  heart  lo 
me  eo  fully,  aud  indeed  let  me  know  almost  every 
motive  of  hia  nciions  since  he  came  out  on  his 
late  mission,  that  he  has  endeared  me  to  him  ex- 
ceedingly, Unfortimate  man  !  Ho  will  undoubt' 
edly  sulfer  death  to-morrow  ;  and  though  he  knows 
his  fate,  seems  lo  be  as  cheerful  as  if  he  were 
going  to  an  assembly.  I  am  sore  he  will  go  to 
the  gallows  less  fearful  for  his  fate,  and  with  leas 
concern  than  I  shall  behold  the  tragedy.  Had 
he  been  tried  by  a  court  of  ladies,  he  is  so  gen- 
teel, handsome,  polite  a  young  geulleman,  llmt  I 
am  confident  they  would  have  acquitted  bim. 
But  enough  of  Andr^,  who,  though  lie  dies  la- 
mented, falls  justly ." 

The  execution  was  to  hai-e  taken  place  on  the 
1st  of  October,  at  five  o'clock  in  the  afteruoon  ; 
bat  in  the  interim  Wosliingtoa  received  a  second 
letter  &om  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  dated  September 
30th,  expressing  an  ofiiiiion  that  the  board  of  in- 
quiry had  not  been  rightly  informed  of  all  the 
drcumstttDces  on  which  a  judgment  ought  to  be 
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formed,  and  Ihal,  in  order  that  lie  iniirlit  be  per- 
fectly apprised  of  the  state  of  the  niBtlcr  before 
he  prot-eeded  to  put  tliat  judnmenl  in  e\eL'iitio((, 
be  should  send  a  commission  on  the  following 
dny,  composed  of  Lieutenant-^vemor  Elliot,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  chief  justice  of  the  province,  and 
Lieiileixint-generitl  Hobertson,  lo  wait  near  Dobba' 
Feny  for  permission  nnd  safe  conduct  to  meet 
Washington,  or  snch  persona  as  he  sliould  aiijwint 
to  couverse  with  them  on  the  subject. 

This  letter  cniised  a  poslponement  of  the  ex- 
ecution, and  General  Greene  was  sent  to  meet 
the  commissi  oners  at  Dobbs'  Ferry.  Thty  came 
up  in  the  morning  of  the  Ist  of  October,  in  n 
schooner,  with  a  flag  of  truce,  and  ivere  accom- 
panied by  Colonel  Beverley  Robinson.  General 
Robertson,  however,  was  the  only  commissioner 
permitted  to  land,  the  others  noi  being  military 
officers.  A  bog  conference  look  place  between 
him  Olid  Geiteral  Greene,  wilhout  any  agree- 
ment of  opinion  upon  the  qneslion  at  issue. 
Greene  returned  lo  camp  promising  to  report 
faithfully  to  Washington  the  arguments  urge<l  by 
Robertson,  and  to  inform  the  latter  of  the  result. 

A  letter  also  was  delivered  lo  Greene  for 
Washington,  which  Arnold  had  sent  by  the  com- 
miMionera,  in  which  the  traitor  reasserted  the 
right  he  had  possessed,  as  cornmanding  alFicer  of 
the  department,  to  transact  all  the  matters  with 
whieb  Andr^  was  inculpated,  and  insisted  that 
the  latter  ought  not  to  suffer  for  them.  "  Bat " 
added  he,  "  if  after  this  just  and  candid  represen- 
blion  of  Major  Andrii's  case,  the  boitrd  of  gen- 
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enil  officers  tidhere  to  tlieir  former  opinion,  I  shidi 
suppose  it  (lictAl«c[  by  pnssion  and  resctilniBnt ;  and 
if  llial  gentleman  should  anfFer  [lie  eeverity  of 
their  sentence,  I  sitnll  think  myself  bound,  bj 
every  lie  of  duty  and  honor,  lo  relaliate  on  such 
unhappy  pereons  of  your  army  as  may  fall  within 
my  power,  that  the  respect  due  to  flags,  and  Co 
the  laws  of  nations,  may  be  belter  underetood  and 
observed.  I  have  further  to  observe,  that  forty  ot' 
the  principal  inhabitants  of  South  Carolina  have 
justly  forfeited  their  lives,  which  have  hitherto 
been  Bpnrod  by  the  clemency  of  his  Exculleney, 
Sir  Henry  Clinton,  who  cannot  in  justiee  extend 
his  mercy  to  ihero  any  longer,  if  Atujor  Andrd 
SufTers ;  which,  in  all  probability,  will  open  a  Ecene 
of  blood  at  which  humanity  shudders. 

"  SuSer  me  lo  entreat  your  Excellency,  for 
your  own  sake  and  the  lionor  of  humanity,  and 
the  love  you  have  of  justice,  that  you  suffer  not 
nn  unjust  sentence  lo  touch  the  life  of  Major  An- 
ArA.  Bui  if  thin  warning  should  be  disregarded, 
and  he  suffer.  I  call  Heaven  and  eiirtb  lo  witness, 
that  your  Excellency  will  be  justly  answerable 
for  the  torrent  of  blood  that  may  be  spill  in  con- 
Bequenoc." 

Beside  this  impudent  and  despicnble  letter, 
there  was  another  from  Aniolil,  (Villaining  the 
farce  of  a  reeigiiation,  and  concluding  with  the 
following  BtsnteiieB ;  "  At  the  same  time  I  beg 
leave  to  assure  your  Excellency,  tliat  my  altacfa- 
meat  to  the  true  uiterests  of  ray  country  is  inva- 
riable, and  tliat  I  am  actuaicil  by  the  same  pria- 
oiple  which  baa  ever  been  the  governing  rule  of 
my  conduct  in  ihia  unhappy  contest." 


The  lellers  of  Arnold  were  regarded  with 
merited  contempL  Greene,  in  r  briuf  letter  to 
GenernI  Rnberslon,  informed  bim  that  lie  lind 
DiBtle  as  full  a  report  of  their  confei'ence  to  the 
commander  in-chief,  as  his  memory  would  serve, 
bill  that  it  had  made  no  Blteration  in  Wosliing- 
ton*s  opinion  nsd  determination.  Robertson  wan 
piqued  «t  the  brevity  of  the  note,  and  professed 
to  doubt  wheiher  Greene's  memory  had  served 
him  with  sufficient  fullness  and  exactness  ;  he  ad- 
dressed therefore  to  Washington  hia  own  Btate- 
ment  of  rensoning  on  the  suliject ;  nAer  dispatch' 
bg  which  he  and  the  other  commissioners  returned 
ill  (he  schoonur  to  New  York. 

During  this  day  of  respite  Andre  had  conducted 
hitDSelf  with  his  itsnal  tranquillity.  A  likeness  of 
biEOself,  sealed  at  a  ttible  in  his  guard-room,  which 
he  sketched  with  a  pen  atid  gave  to  the  officer  on 
guard,  is  still  extant.  It  being  announced  to  him 
ihHt  one  o'clock  on  the  following  day  was  fixed  on 
for  hia  exeention,  he  remarked  that,  since  it  was 
his  lot  to  die.  there  was  still  a  choice  in  the  mode ; 
he  therefore  addressed  the  following  tiote  to  Wash- 


"  Sir, —  Bnoyed  above  the  terror  of  death  by 
the  DonscioiisnetiB  of  a  lile  devoted  to  hununibla' 
pursuits,  and  stained  wiib  no  action  that  can  give 
ine  remorse,  I  lru»t  that  the  request  I  make  to 
your  Excellency  at  this  serious  period,  and  which 
is  to  soRen  my  last  moment!>,  will  not  be  rejected. 
Sympathy  towards  a  soldier  will    surely  induce 
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jaar  Exwllency  and  a  military  tribunal  to  adapt 
the  mode  of  mj  deatb  to  the  ieetiiigs  of  a  man  of 

"  Let  me  hope,  air,  that  if  snghl  in  my  charticter 
impresses  jou  with  esteem  towards  me ;  if  aught 
ID  my  misfurtuoes  marks  me  as  tlie  vieiini  of 
policy  and  not  of  resenlment,  I  shall  experieoce 
the  opernlion  of  these  feelings  iii  your  breast  by 
being  iuformed  that  I  am  not  to  die  od  a  gibbet." 

Had  Wasliinplon  oonsulted  his  feelings  merely. 
this  alfecliiig  appeal  might  uot  hare  been  in  vain, 
for  though  not  impulsive,  he  was  eminently  benev- 
olent. Andre  himself  had  testified  lo  the  kind 
treatment  lie  had  experienced  frum  the  commao- 
der-iu-cliief  since  his  capture,  though  no  personal 
interview  had  taken  place.  Washington  had  no 
popular  censure  lo  apprehend  should  lie  exercise 
indulgence,  for  the  popular  feeling  was  with  the 
prisoner.  Bui  he  had  a  high  and  tenacious  sense 
of  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  his  position,  and 
never  more  than  in  ihia  trying  moment,  when  he 
had  lo  elevate  himself  abore  the  contagious  sym- 
pulbies  of  those  around  him,  dismiss  all  personal 
considerations,  and  regard  the  peculinr  circnm- 
Btances  of  the  case.  The  long  coun>e  of  iiiftitlions 
operations  which  had  been  pursued  to  undermine 
the  loyalty  of  one  of  his  most  trusted  officers ;  the 
greatness  of  ihe  evil  which  the  treason  would  have 
eSecied,  if  successful ;  the  nnceriainiy  how  far  the 
enemy  bad  carried,  or  might  still  be  carrying, 
iheir  scheme  of  cormptiou,  for  anonymous  intima- 
tions   spoke   of  treachery  in  other  quarters;  all 
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these  considerations  pointed  tliia  out  bb  a  ca.ie  iu 
which  a  signal  exnmpie  was  required. 

And  wtiat  called  lor  particular  JDdiilgctice  to  ibe 
agent,  if  Diit  instigator  of  this  enormous  crime,  who 
had  lliua  Iteen  proTideutially  delected  lu  difiguise, 
and  with  tbe  means  of  its  cousummatiun  conoenled 
upou  his  person  ?  His  errand,  as  it  hiis  been 
etoqiiently  urged,  '*  viewed  iu  tlie  light  of  moral- 
itj,  and  even  of  thai  chivair;  from  which  modern 
wnr  pretends  lo  derive  its  maxims,  was  one  of 
infamy.  He  hud  been  commissioued  to  huj  with 
gold  what  sleel  could  not  conquer;  to  drive  a  bar- 
gain with  one  ready  for  a  price  to  become  a  traitor ; 
lo  count  out  the  thirty  pieces  of  silver  by  which 
British  generals  and  British  gentlemen  were  not 
ashamed  to  purchase  the  betrayal  of  a  cause, 
whose  shining  virtue  repelled  their  power,  and 
dimmed  the  glory  of  tiieir  arms."  ^ 

Kven  the  language  of  tralBc  iu  which  this  nego- 
tiation had  been  carried  on  'between  the  pseudo- 
Gufliavus  and  JoLu  Auderiuiu,  had,  ub  has  before 
been  oluerveil,  Bomellitiig  igauble  and  debasing  to 
the  cbivulroiia  aspirant  who  stooped  to  use  it ; 
especially  when  used  as  a  crafty  covering  in  bar- 
guulng  fur  a  man's  souh  ' 

I  Speecti  nf  the  Hi>o.  Henry  J.  Raymond,  at  the  dedication 
otOie  Aodr«  manDineot. 

*Sw  IbUbt  of  Gustivus  lo  Jofin  Andunon.  "  Uy  psrlner  of 
wbom  I  biottH  in  ■  farnier  letter,  bu  about  lentlioiisalidpnuiKll 
cAAb  ip  hand,  nuly  for  a  apecotation,  if  any  diouLd  offer  ;  I 
li*i*e  alw  ona  thnuxand  ponnds  in  band,  and  can  culli-et  Gfleen 
bundreJ  more  in  two  or  three  dayi.  Add  lo  tbis  1  have  some 
cnAit.    t'rooi  thsie  liints  yoti  can  jodge  of  tbe  purchase  that 
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It  has  been  alleged  in  Aiidrt-'a  behalf,  as  a  mil- 
igatiDg  circumalaDce,  Ihnt  he  wtta  iiiTolunlarily  a 
spj.  It  ia  true,  be  did  not  come  on  shore  iti  bor- 
rowed garb,  nor  with  a  design  to  pass  himaelf  off 
for  aoolher,  and  procure  sei^ret  information  ;  but 
lie  carae,  under  clonk  of  midnight,  in  supposed 
safety,  to  effect  the  betrayal  of  a  holy  trust ;  and 
it  was  bis  undue  eagerneBS  to  secure  the  objects 
of  this  clandestine  interview,  that  brougbt  him 
into  the  condition  of  an  undoubted  ppy.  It  certainly 
should  not  aol\eu  our  view  of  his  mission,  that  he 
embarked  in  it  without  intending  to  subject  him- 
self to  danger.  A  spice  of  danger  would  have 
given  it  a  .ipice  of  heroism,  however  spurious. 
When  the  rendezvous  whs  first  projected,  he 
sought,  tlirough  an  indirect  channel,  to  let  Arnold 
know  that  lie  would  come  but  with  a  flag.  (Wo 
allude  to  a  letter  written  by  him  from  New  York 
on  the  7th  of  September,  under  his  feigned  signa- 
ture, to  Colonel  Sheldon ;  evidently  intended  to 
be  seen  by  Artiold  ;  "  I  will  endeavor  to  obtain 
permission  to  go  out  with  a  flag.")  If  an  inter- 
view had  taken  place  under  that  sacred  protection, 
and  a  triumphant  treason  bad  been  the  result,  what 
a  brand  it  would  have  atlixud  to  Andre's  name,  that 
he  hod  prostituted  a  flag  of  truce  to  such  an 
end. 

We  dwell  on  these  matters,  not  to  check  the 
sentiment  of  sympathy  awakened  in  An<lr<5'a  behalf 
by  bis  pei'sonal  qualities,  but  to  vindicate  the  fair 
name  of  Washington  from  that  "  blot "  which  florae 
have  attempted  to  cast  upon  it,  because,  in  exer- 
cising his  stem  duly  as  protector  of  the  public 
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weal,  during  a  time  of  secret  treason,  be  listened 
lo  policy  nnd  justice  mtlier  than  mercy.  In  doing 
so,  be  look  couiiael  with  some  of  his  general  offi- 
aen.  TLeir  opinions  coincided  with  his  own  — 
that  under  present  ctrcum stances,  it  was  impor- 
umt  to  give  a  signal  witruing  (o  llie  enemy,  hj  s. 
rigorous  observance  of  iLe  nilus  of  war  and  the 
naagea  of  nations  in  like  caaes.' 

Bill  although  Andre's  request  hs  lo  the  mode 
of  his  death  was  not  to  be  granted,  it  was  thought 
beat  lo  let  him  remttio  in  uncertainty  on  the  sub- 
ject; no  answer,  therefore,  was  returned  to  liis 
ituic.  Ou  the  morning  of  the  2d,  he  mninliiitied 
a  calm  demeanor,  though  all  around  him  were 
gloomy  and  silent  He  even  rebuked  hie  ser- 
rant  for  shedding  tears.  Having  breakfasted,  he 
dresse<I  himself  with  mre  in  the  full  iiiiirorm  of  a 
British  officer,  which  he  had  sent  for  to  New 
York,  placed  his  hat  upon  the  tabic,  and  accoHling 
the  officers  on  guard,  —  "I  am  ready,'"  said  he, 
■■at  any  moment,  gentlemen,  to  wait  upon  you." 

'  We  ■ubjoin  ■  Briliih  oScur'a  view  at  Audn>-B  cue.  "  He 
wat  aiti  by  m  boinl  of  genettl  oflicere  ib  ■  *yj.  and  con- 
denmed  to  be  banged.  Tlic  Amflric*n  gcnend  hw  itetn  ecn- 
Bund  for  ilirectiDg  thia  i^omtnious  MUlence  to  be  curried 
inli  exMution  ;  but  doubtlem  Major  Andr^  wma  veil  aware 
wliMi  he  underloolE  tbe  negoliation.  ot  the  fale  Ibnt  awiited 
him  iboold  bi'  <kU  iolo  tbs  baiida  of  Ihe  enemy.  The  Uhi  of 
war  award  to  splei  thepuaiahmenl  of  death-  tt  would.  There- 
Ion,  be  difncuh  to  usign  ■  reftwn  wbj  U«jnr  Andr^  thauid 
haTc  been  exempled  troni  IhHt  tale  to  whic^b  all  ollien  are 
doomed  under  ffl'mikr  ein!itiii''liiiiceB,  allhongh  the  aminhje 

|»culiar  commiBcralion."  —  Oripn  aid  Senicei  of  the  Oild- 
ilrtam  GimnU  ;  bf  Cnl.  MacKionon,  vol.  ii.  p.  9. 
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He  walked  to  the  place  of  execution  between 
two  subnllem  officers,  arm  in  arm,  with  a  serene 
conoleuance.  bowing  to  several  genllemeo  wliom 
he  knew.  ColoDel  THllniaHge  accompanied  him, 
and  we  qiioiit  his  words.  ■■  When  he  cnme  wiibin 
eight  of  the  gibbet,  be  appeared  to  be  startled,  and 
inquired  with  some  emotion  whether  he  was  not 
to  be  shot.  B«ing  inrortoed  that  the  mode  Srst 
appointed  for  his  death  conld  not  coriiii^lently  be 
altered,  he  exclaimed,  '  How  hanJ  is  my  fnte !  * 
but  immediHtelj  added.  '  it  will  soon  be  over.*  I 
then  slKx>k  baud  with  him  under  the  gallows,  and 

While  waiting  near  the  gallows  until  prepant- 
tioits  were  umde,  nays  another  authority,  nlio  was 
present,  he  evinced  some  nervousness,  putting  his 
foot  on  a  stone  and  rolling  it ;  and  miking  an 
effort  to  swallow,  as  if  checking  an  hysterical  af- 
fection of  the  throat.  All  things  being  ready,  be 
stepped  into  the  wagon  j  appeared  to  shiink  for 
an  instant,  recovering  himself,  exclaimed :  "  It  will 
be  but  a  momentary  pang  !" 

Taking  off  his  hat  and  Block,  and  opening  bis 
shirt  cullHr,  he  deliberately  adjusted  the  iHMise  to 
hia  net-k,  after  which  be  took  out  a  ha  ml  kerchief 
and  tied  it  over  his  eyes.  Being  told  by  the  of- 
ficer ill  comiiiand  that  his  arms  must  be  bound,  he 
drew  out  a  second  handkerchief,  with  which  they 
were  pinioned.  Colonel  Scammel  now  told  him 
that  he  had  un  opportunity  to  speak,  if  he  desired 
it.     His  only  reply  was,  *"  I  pray  yon  to  bear  wit- 
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ness  that  I  meet  my  rule  like  a  bruve  dihii."  Tlie 
wagon  moved  from  uniier  him.  mid  lull  liim  aus- 
peuded.  He  died  Hlraosi  wirhoul  n  slnipgla.' 
He  remained  suspended  for  about  half  an  Iiour, 
dnring  which  time  a  deitth-like  silliness  prevailed 
over  the  surrounding  multilude.  His  ivinaiiiH 
were  inlerred  within  a  few  ynrds  of  the  place  of 
his  ttxectilion  ;  whence  they  were  tniiiBferred  to 
England  in  1821,  by  the  Briiinh  ainsul.  ilieii  res- 
ident in  New  York,  and  were  buried  in  Westmin- 
ster Abbey,  near  a  murni  tnonumeut  which  had 
been  erccte"!  lo  his  memory. 

Never  has  any  man,  suffering  under  like  cir- 
cniiistAnces,  awakened  k  mure  universal  Hympaihy 
even  among  those  of  the  couulry  again*!  wliieh  he 
had  practiced.  His  story  is  one  of  the  touching 
themes  of  the  Bevniulion,  and  his  tuiine  is  atill 
spoken  uf  with  kindness  in  the  lueal  Iradiiiuiis  of 
the  uei^hburbuoil  where  be  was  eajiiumL 

Wa^in^'Hi,  in  a  letter  In  the  Fr«*kleiit  of  Cod- 
grCK.  pa.'7«d  a  hi^  iMiloginm  on  the  o>|'lon  of 
AxAri,  and  rccotnineuded  ttiem  fur  ■  liandsome 
patailT :  liir  luiTiug.  in  all  prubulijhly,  prevented 
mtt  of  the  MiretvM  tstnAes  that  ataVi  have 
hMM  Bwditsied  by  the  tioeatj,  C^'Ui!":-')*  H'«'>rd- 
Bgij  expt«Bsed.  iu  a  tartDKl  vole,  a  Jjiyli  heni^  uf 
Acir  Ttrtnaat  and  patriotk  omdix;! :  awmded  to 
aiAidlhem  «iBrat.a  peauwi  iur  life  uf  |wu  buu- 
4nt  iolkut,  and  a  Hirer  sugdal.  bearing  on  one 
■dr  ■■  awBtdheoB  oa  whidi  was  eugmred  tbe 
mcd   FiDELiTT,  and  oa  tlte  other  ude  the  motto. 


Vmcd  t 


These   mBdalii  wi 

■  TiMdiefe  MilitiBy  Jamnal.  p.  ITS. 
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ered  to  them  by  General  Waaluiigtou  at  head- 
quarters,  with  impressive  ccremoiij. 

Isaac  Vnn  Wart,  one  of  ihe  captors,  had  been 
present  at  the  execution  of  Andni,  and  was  deeply 
alTi-'Cted  bj  it.  He  was  not  foad  of  recalling  tlie 
subject,  aud  in  after  life  could  rarely  speak  of 
Andr^  without  tears. 

Joshua  H.  Smith,  who  aided  lo  bringing  Andr^ 
and  Arnold  together,  was  tried  by  a  court-martial, 
on  a  charge  of  participating  in  ilie  treason,  but 
was  aquitted.  no  proof  appearing  of  his  having  had 
any  knowledge  of  Arnold's  plot,  though  it  vas 
llioughl  he  must  have  been  conscious  of  some- 
thing wroug  in  an  interview  so  myBleriously  con- 
ducted. 

Arnold  was  now  made  brigadier-general  in  the 
Brittsh  service,  and  put  on  an  olfidal  level  with 
honorable  men  who  scorned  to  associate  with  the 
traitor.  What  golden  reward  he  was  to  have  re- 
ceived had  his  treason  been  successful,  is  not 
known ;  but  six  thousand  three  liundreil  aud  fif- 
teeu  pounds  sterling  were  paid  U>  him.  an  a  com- 
pensation for  losses  which  he  pretended  to  have 
ButTered  in  going  over  to  the  eneuies  of  his 
country. 

The  vilest  culprit,  however,  shrinks  from  sus- 
taining the  obloquy  of  his  crimes.  Shortly  after 
his  arrival  in  New  York,  Arnold  published  an  ad- 
dress to  the  inhabitants  of  America,  in  which  he 
endeavored  to  vindicate  bis  conduct.  Ha  alleged 
Uiat  he  had  originally  taken  up  arms  merely  to  ^d 
in  obtaining  a  redress  of  grievances.  He  had 
considered  the  Declaratiou  of  Independence  pre- 
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dpitate,  and  the  reasons  for  it  obviated  by  the 
sul«tijueiit  proffers  of  the  British  govern  men  t ; 
and  he  uiveighed  HgMnst  Congress  for  rejecliug 
UioKc  otters,  without  sabtuittiag  them  to  the 
peoplfe. 

Fiually,  the  treiily  with  France,  a  proud,  oii- 
cienl  and  crafty  foe,  the  eneiay  of  tlie  ProMstant 
fiiith  and  of  retd  liberty,  had  completixl,  he  said, 
tJie  measure  of  Iiis  utdignation,  and  determiued 
liim  to  nbandon  a  cause  sustained  by  iniquity  and 
controlled  by  usurpers. 

Besides  tfiis  address,  he  issued  a  proi'lnmntion 
inviting  tlie  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Anieriain 
army,  who  had  the  real  interest  of  their  country 
al  heart,  and  who  were  determined  to  be  no  longer 
the  tools  and  dupes  of  Congress,  anil  of  Franco, 
to  rally  under  ibo  royal  stancUrd,  and  fight  for 
true  AmericjHU  liberty ;  holding  out  promises  of 
large  bounties  and  liberal  subsistence,  with  com* 
pensatiou  fur  all  the  implemeuta  and  accoutre- 
ments  of  war  tbey  might  bring  witli  them. 

Speaking  of  this  address,  "  I  am  at  a  loss," 
aaid  Waiihiugton,  "  which  to  admire  most,  the 
coufideuL^  of  Arnold  in  publishing  it,  or  the  folly 
of  the  enemy  in  supposing  that  a  production 
sigtirsi  by  BO  inikmons  a  cliaracter  will  have  any 
weight  with  the  people  of  these  Slates,  or  any 
influuucv  upon  our  officers  abroad."  He  was 
right.  Boih  thu  address  ami  the  proclamation 
were  rcgartled  by  Americans  wilh  the  contempt 
lliev  moriled.  None  rallied  to  the  standard  of 
the  renegade  but  a  few  deserters  and  refiigeea. 
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who  were  alresdv  within  the  Biitish  lines,  and 
prepared  for  anj  dtaperMe  or  despicable  service.' 

1  Ttie  roIlowiDg  puHgn  of  ■  leHcr  vriutn  by  Sir  ThomBi 
Roniitly  in  L<«d>ia,  Dec  13,  ITW,  lo  Uu  Sn.  John  KogM, 
■RwonhTorcilitiin:  — 

"WhudoTOD  think  of  AnKi1d*t  rsDdan?  Ton  m*y  well 
ntppoM  he  doe*  not  mnt  »dvDc*(e*  here.  I  onnol  jun  with 
them.  If  be  Ihougbt  tlie  Amerkaoi  not  jiulifieH  rn  contim- 
JDg  (be  war,  after  the  offer  oT  aucb  fiiTonble  lemu  ma  the 
commiuionen  beld  out  to  them,  why  did  tie  keep  Mi  com- 
mind  for  t«o  yarn  aftenriuda  ?    .    .    .    . 

"  Tbe  irBUineDto  and  by  Clinlon  and  Amnld  in  thdr  laU 
ten  lo  WuhiDglon,  (o  prove  thai  Aodrt  Dould  nol  be  connd- 
end  ai  a  apy,  are,  firat.  Chat  ha  had  with  him,  vhen  be  ma 
taken,  >  protedion  of  Arnold,  wbo  was  at  That  time  aeliiig 
under  ■  comnuHion  of  the  CongreH,  and,  therefore,  compe- 
tent 10  pve  proiection).  Certainty  be  irai,  lo  all  stranKen 
to  bit  Degotialioni  with  Clinton,  but  not  to  Andn?.  irho  knew 
him  10  be  at  that  time  a  tnilor  to  the  CooRreM  —  nay,  more, 
whose  prnleetion  wu  giuiled  for  no  other  pnrpoee  but  to 
promote  and  give  effect  to  hit  treachery.  In  Ihe  nwond  plkce, 
they  uy  lh*l  at  ihe  lime  he  wtw  taken  he  was  npon  neutral 


The  !■ 


It,  cool  intiepidily  woithy  a 


"  The  fate  iif  thin  anfortanate  young  nun.  and  the  nuinly 
ilyle  of  bis  letlers  have  raised  more  compasKlon  hen  tbaa 
the  Ion  of  Ihouivnda  in  battle,  and  bate  eiciled  k  wanner 
ind^adon  againal  tbe  Ameiicanii,  than  any  former  act  of 
the  Coujtiwa.  When  the  paujons  of  men  are  »  deeply  tf- 
lectKd,  you  will  nol  expect  to  find  tbem  keep  within  Ihe 
bounds  of  reaHn  Panef^caof  tbe  (pliant  Andr^  are  on- 
boonded:  Ihey  call  him  the  Engliib  Muifus  and  talk  of 
erecting  monnmentn  to  hia  memory.  Certainly,  no  man  in 
hi*  nititaiioii  could  b&ve  behaved  with  more  delermined  conr- 
age:  bul  his  ■itoaliun  wai  by  no  meana  auch  a>  to  admit  of 
then  exaggerated  prsites." 
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Colonel  Jolui  Laureog,  fnrmer  aiile-<le-camp  to 
WashingtoTi,  in  sjieuking  of  Andrei's  fate,  ob- 
aerveil,  "  Arnold  muEt  undergo  a  punishment  com- 
paratively more  severe,  in  the  permitneut,  increas- 
ing torment  of  a  mental  beli."  Washiogton 
(loubteil  iL  ''  He  wante  feeling,"  suid  he.  "  From 
some  trmta  of  bis  character  nhich  have  lately 
come  to  my  knowledge,  he  seems  to  Iiave  lieen 
»o  hackneje^l  in  villainy,  and  so  lost  to  all  sense 
of  honor  and  shume,  that,  while  his  fucnlties  will 
enable  bim  to  continue  his  sordid  parsuiu  there 
will  be  Qo  time  for  remorse."  And  iii  a  letter  to 
Governor  Reed.  Washington  writes,  "  Arnold's 
«x>oducl  is  so  villaiuoualy  perfidious,  that  there  are 
so  terms  that  con  describe  tbe  baseness  of  his 
heart.  That  overruling  Providence  which  has  so 
often  and  so  renuu'kably  interposed  in  our  (avor, 
never  maiiilcsted  itiiell'  more  conspicuously  than 
in  the  timely  discovery  of  his  horrid  intention  to 
surrender  the  p-ist  aud  garrison  of  West  Point 

into  tlie  hnnds  of  the  enemy 

The  confidence  and  foUy  which  have  marked  the 
subsequent  conduct  of  this  man,  arc  of  a  piece 
viitb  his  villainy,  and  all  three  are  perfect  iu  their 

MtB.  Arnold,  on  arrivuig  at  her  father's  house 
in  Philadelphia,  bad  decided  on  a  sepHriition  from 
her  hnsband,  to  whom  she  couid  not  endure  the 
thoughts  of  returning  after  his  dishonor.  This 
oourte,  however,  was  not  allowed  her.  Ths 
executive  council,  wrongAiUy  suspecting  her  of 
havmg  aided  in  the  correspondence  between  her 
hubaDd   and   Andre,    knowing   its    treasonable 


tendency,  onlered  her  to  leave  the  State  within 
fourteen  days,  and  not  to  reliirn  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war.  "  'Wu  tried  every  means," 
writes  one  of  her  connections,  "  to  prevail  on  the 
council  111  pentiit  her  to  stay  among  us,  and  not 
to  compel  her  to  go  to  that  inferuHl  villain, 
her  huebuiid.'  Mr.  Shippen  (her  father)  had 
promised  the  council,  and  Mrs.  Arnold  hud  signed 
a  writing  to  the  same  purpose,  engaging  not 
to  write  to  General  Arnold  any  letters  nlmtever, 
and  to  receive  no  letters  withuut  showing  them  to 
the  council,  if  she  was  permitted  lo  stay."  It 
was  all  in  vain,  and,  strongly  against  her  will, 
elie  rejoined  her  husband  in  New  York.  His  fear 
for  her  personal  safety  from  the  fiiry  of  the  peo- 
ple proved  groundless.  That  ecrupnlous  respect 
for  the  female  sex,  so  prevalent  througliout  the 
United  States,  was  her  saftguard.  While  the 
whole  country  resounded  with  execrations  of  her 
husband's  guilt ;  while  his  effigy  was  ili'a^ed 
through  ihe  streets  of  town  and  village,  burnt  at 
the  slake,  or  swung  on  the  gibttet,  she  passed  on 
secure  from  injury  or  insult.  The  eiecratious  of 
the  popnlace  were  silenced  at  her  approach.  Ar- 
riving at  nightfall  at  a  village  where  they  were 
preparing  for  one  of  these  burnings  in  efGgy,  the 
pyre  remained  unkindled,  the  people  dispersed 
quietly  to  (heir  homes,  mid  tlie  wife  of  the  traitor 
was  suflered  tu  sleep  in  peace. 

She  returned  home  but  once,  about  five  years 
atler  her  exile,  and  was  treated  with  sudi  cold- 

1  LMeri   imd  Pnpen  nloHitg  (0  tkt  ProciBcial  HitL  af 
Pamt^tmuL,  p.  Ixir. 


ness  and  neglect  thnt  she  declared  she  never  eould 
come  Bgniu.  In  Englaod  lier  cliurma  and  vir- 
tues, it  is  »aid,  procured  her  sympathy  aud  I'riend- 
ship,  and  helped  to  flUBtain  the  social  position  of 
her  buebaud,  who,  however,  was  "  generally 
slighted,  aud  sometimee  lusulted."''  She  died  in 
Loudon,  in  ihe  winter  of  1796,  In  recent  years 
it  hna  been  muintnitied  that  Mrs.  Arnold  wua  actu- 
ally cognizant  and  participant  of  her  husband's 
crime ;  but,  after  carefiilly  eiamiuing  all  the 
proo&  adduced,  we  remain  of  opinion  that  she 
was  innocent 

We  have  been  induced  to  enter  thus  largely 
into  the  circumstances  of  this  story,  from  the  un- 
diminisbed  interest  taken  iu  it  by  Ilie  readers  of 
American  hisiory.  Indeed,  a  romance  has  besn 
thrown  around  the  memory  of  the  nnibrtuimte 
Andr^  which  increases  with  I  lie  prngre-ss  of 
years ;  while  (lie  name  of  Arnold  will  stand 
Badly  conspicuous  to  the  end  of  time,  as  the  only 
Anjerictin  officer  of  note,  ibronghoul  all  ihe  trials  ' 
and  vicissitudes  of  the  Revolution,  who  proved 
traitor  to  the  glorious  cause  of  his  country. 

NOTE. 

The  ftil]our>iig  rraemcnt  af  ■  1«lter  ftom  Ami>l'l's  mollicr  In 
him  in  early  life,  wfisrecenllj- pill  inroour  handB.  Well  would 
il  huTv  b«eii  fur  bini  li*d  lis  adhered  to  Us  pious  thouijli  Iium- 

Nonicti  April  J2  llSt. 

"  dear  chiWa.  I  recaiTBil  joure  of  1  irBlaiit  suU  wus  glad 
lo  hear  Iluu  yon  hu  well :  pny  my  dear  lot  yuur  BiBt  coq- 
Kin  be  Id  moke  your  pduu  with  god  aa  itt  is  of  all  couMims 

1  Ltllfr^  and  Pi^tn  of  Prar.  EiM.  Ptmi^vma,  p.  livl 
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I.    Keep  t  itedy  walcfa  over  Tiiar 
IDS.     bo  dutiful!  lo  BUpdrion    obUg- 

ftoin  yoDr  aSectionite 


nnah  Arnold. 
ill  pnulcutly  u 
t.    Tour  (mOia 
id  aunt  jn}-iis  wilh  ma  in  love  lad  servis  to  Mr.  Cc^htbII 
id  ladef  and  yoiinelf    Your  lister  a  from  bonis. 
To  Mr 


nold 
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is  Ihe  enemy  wooJd  now  possess  ihe  means, 
ihroitgh  ArnoliI,  of  informinii;  themselves 
I  thoroiiglily  aboiiC  West  Point,  Wasliing- 
toii  biisteneil  to  have  the  works  compleled  Had 
strongly  gMri'isoiied.  Major-general  Grecue  was 
ordered  lo  march  with  the  Jei^ey,  New  York, 
New  Ilnmpsliire,  and  Stark's  brigndea,  and  take 
temporary  command  (idtiraately  lo  he  Iraiisferred 
to  General  Healli),  ami  the  Pennaylvania  troops, 
which  had  been  thrown  into  the  fortress  at  the 
lime  of  Arnold's  deserliou,  were  relieved.  Wash- 
ington himself  took  post  with  hia  main  army,  at 
Prakenesa.  near  Passaic  Pulls  in  New  Jersey. 

Insidious  attempts  bad  been  made  hy  anony- 
mous papers,  and  other  means,  as  we  iiave  al- 
ready hititeil,  to  shake  the  confidence  of  the  com- 
maiider-in-chief  in  his  olHcers,  and  especially  to 
implicate  General  St>  Clair  in  the  lute  conspiracy. 
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WashingloQ  whs  eiceediiigly  disturbed  in  mind 
for  a  [ime,  aod  engaged  Major  Ht-iiry  Lee,  who 
was  slntioTiotl  with  his  drngoons  on  ilie  liiie^  to 
probe  tlie  mailer  through  secret  agents  in  New 
York.  The  result  proved  the  utter  fabehood  of 
theae  insinualious. 

At  tlie  time  of  mulcing  tliia  inquiry,  a  plao 
WM  formed  at  Wasliinglon's  aiigge*iion  lo  get 
possession  of  the  persoii  of  Arnold.  The  ageut 
pitched  upon  by  Lee  for  the  purpose,  was  liie  ser- 
gesiit-niHJor  of  cavalry  in  his  legion,  Johu  Cliarape 
by  nHDie,  a  young  Virginian  about  Iwenly-four 
years  of  age,  whom  he  describes  as  being  rather 
above  the  middle  »\z%  —  full  of  bone  and  muscle; 
with  a  saturnine  countenance,  grave,  ihonghlful, 
and  taciturn,  of  tried  loyalty  and  inllexihle  cour- 
age. By  many  promises  aiid  much  |iersuaMon, 
Lee  brought  him  to  engage  in  the  attempt.  "  I 
have  incited  his  thirst  for  fame,"  writes  he,  '■  by 
impressing  ou  his  mind  the  virtue  and  glory  of 
aie  acL" 

Champe  was  to  make  a  pretended  ileserlion  to 
the  enemy  at  New  York.  There  he  was  lo  en- 
list in  a  corps  which  Arnold  was  raiding,  insin- 
uate himself  into  some  menial  or  military  situation 
about  his  person,  and  watching  for  a  favorable 
moment,  was,  with  the  aid  of  a  eonfederate  from 
Newark,  lo  sdze  him  in  the  night,  gag  him,  and 
bring  him  across  the  Hudson  into  Bergen  woods, 
in  the  Jerseys. 

Washington,  in  approving  the  plan,  enjoined 
Bnd  stipulated  that  Arnold  should  be  lirougbt  to 
him  alive.      "No  circumstance  whatever,"  said 
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be,  "  shsll  oblatD  my  coDSent  to  his  being  put  to 
defitb.  Tbe  idea  wbicb  would  acNtiipHuy  such  im 
event,  would  be,  ibat  ruffians  bad  been  bired  to 
■asassiiiftie  bim.  My  uim  is  to  mtike  a  public 
example  of  him,  and  this  sbould  Im  strongly  im- 
preseed  upon  tbose  who  are  employed  lo  bring 
him  off." 

The  pretended  desertion  of  the  sergtnnt  took 
place  on  the  uigbt  of  October  'iOth,  and  wna  aU 
tended  with  ilitRcuItiea.  He  bad  to  evade  patrols 
of  horse  and  fool,  besides  slatioiiHry  gUHrds  and 
irregalar  scouting  parties.  MHJor  I.ee  could  ren- 
der him  no  nssistauce  other  than  to  delay  pursuit, 
abould  Ills  departure  he  discovered.  About  eleven 
o'clock  the  sergeant  t«ok  bin  clonk,  valise,  and  or- 
derly book,  drew  his  horse  from  the  picket,  and 
mounting,  set  out  on  bis  hazardous  course,  while 
tbe  major  retired  to  rest 

He  bad  not  been  in  be<)  half  nn  hour,  when 
Captain  Carnes,  officer  of  the  day,  hurrying  iulo 
bia  quaners,  gave  word  that  one  of  the  patrols 
had  fallen  in  with  a  dragoon,  who,  on  being  chal- 
lenged, pul  spurs  lo  bis  borae,  and  eaciiped.  Lee 
pretended  to  be  annoyed  by  the  intrusion,  and  to 
believe  that  tbe  pretended  dragoon  was  some 
conntryman  of  ilie  neighborhood.  The  eapiaiu 
was  piqued;  made  a  muster  of  the  dragoons,  and 
returued  with  word  that  the  serge  nut- major  was 
missing,  who  had  gone  off  with  horse,  baggage, 
arms,  sod  orderly  book. 

Lee  was  now  compelled  to  order  out  a  party 
in  pursuit  under  Comet  MidUIeioii,  but  in  so 
doing,  he   contrived  bo  many    delays,   that,    by 
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1  the  saddle,  Champe  hoA 


His  I 


ally,  dismount  and  examioe  ihe  road,  to  guide 
tbemselves  by  the  horse's  tracks.  At  daybreak 
they  pressed  forward  tnore  rapidly,  aiid  from  the 
summit  of  a  bill  descried  C'hnm[>e,  not  more  iban 
half  a  mile  in  front.  The  sergeant  at  the  same 
moment  caught  sight  of  iiia  pursuers,  and  now 
the  chase  became  desperate.  Chainpe  liuil  orig- 
inally intended  to  make  for  Paulus  Hook,  but 
chnnged  bis  course,  threw  Iiis  pursuers  at  &ult, 
and  .succeeded  in  gelling  abrtiist  of  two  British 
galleys  at  anchnr  near  ibo  shore  beyond  Bergen. 
Me  bail  no  time  to  lose.  Cornet  Sliddlelon  was 
but  two  or  three  hundred  yards  behiod  him. 
Throwing  him.'^elf  off  his  horse,  and  rnuuing 
through  A  mar»h,  lie  plunged  into  llie  river,  and 
called  to  the  galleys  fur  help.  A  bout  was  sent 
to  hia  Bssisluiice,  and  he  was  conveyed  ou  board 
of  one  of  the  vessels. 

For  a  time  llie  whole  plan  promised  to  be  sno- 
cessful.  Clinmpe  enlisted  in  Arnold's  corps; 
was  employed  about  hJs  person ;  and  every  ar- 
rangement was  made  to  surprise  him  at  night  in 
a  garden  in  the  rear  of  his  quarters,  convey  him 
to  a  boat,  and  ferry  him  across  the  Hudion.  On 
tbe  appointed  night,  Lee,  with  three  dragoons 
and  three  led  horses,  was  in  the  woods  of  Hobo- 
ken,  on  the  Jersey  shore,  wailing  to  receive  the 
captive.  Hour  sAer  hour  passed  away,  —  no 
boat  approached.  —  day  broke ;  and  the  major, 
wilb  his  dragoons  and  his  led  horses,  relumed 
perplexed  and  disappointeil  to  the  camp. 
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Washiuglou  was  extremely  cliagriiied  at  tbe  is- 
sue of  liib  uudertnkiug,  feariug  t!iat  tlie  eergeant 
luiJ  been  delected  in  tlje  last  scene  of  liis  perilous 
and  dilficult  ealerprise.  It  giibseqneiiily  proved, 
tbat  on  the  dny  preceding  the  niglit  fixed  on  for 
the  capture,  Arnold  had  removed  his  qunrlers  to 
another  part  of  the  town,  to  superintend  the  em- 
barkation of  troops,  preparing  {aa  was  rumored) 
for  an  expedition  to  be  directed  by  himself,  and 
that  tlie  American  legion,  consisting  chiefly  of 
American  deserters,  hnd  been  transferred  from 
their  barracks  to  one  of  the  transports.  Among 
the  troops  thus  transferred  was  Julin  Cbnnpe ; 
nor  wiis  he  able  for  a  long  tiine  to  effect  his  es- 
cape, and  resume  bis  real  charaoter  of  a  loyal  and 
patriotie  soldier.  He  was  rewarded  when  he  did 
BO,  by  llie  miinifiuence  of  ihe  commander-in-chief 
mid  the  adiuiralioii  of  his  old  comrades  in  arms; 
having  so  nobly  braved,  in  his  country's  cause, 
not  merely  danger,  but  a  long  course  of  obloquy. 
We  have  here  to  note  the  altered  fortunes  of 
ihe  once  prosperous  General  Gales.  His  hile  de- 
feat at  Camden  had  withered  the  laurels  snatched 
at  Saratoga.  As  in  the  one  instance  lie  had  re- 
ceived exaggerated  praise,  so  in  ihe  oilier,  he  suf- 
fered undue  ceasure.  The  sudden  auuihilatiun  of 
au  army  from  which  so  much  had  been  expected, 
and  lh«  retreat  of  the  general  before  the  field  was 
absolutely  lost,  appeared  to  demand  a  strict  inves- 
tigation. Congress  therefore  passed  a  resolution 
(Oclciber  5ih).  requiring  Washington  to  order  a 
OQurt  of  inquiry  inio  the  conduct  of  Gales  as  com- 
mander of  the  Southern    army,  and    to  appoint 
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some  other  officer  [o  tlie  commttod  nutil  ibts  in- 
quiry sbuuld  be  made.  WAsbJiigtoti  at  once  se- 
lected Greene  for  the  important  trust,  the  well- 
tried  officer  whom  he  woulil  originHlly  have 
cho!>en,  liiu)  his  opiuion  been  consulted,  nbeD 
Congress  BO  unadvisedly  gave  the  commaad  to 
Gales.  In  the  present  instance  his  choice  was  in 
ooncurrence  with  the  expressed  wtslies  of  the  del- 
egates of  tbe  three  Southern  Slates,  conveyed  to 
him  by  one  of  their  number. 

■Wrtshiugton's  letter  of  instructioDS  to  Greene 
(October  22d)  siiowed  the  implicit  confidence  he 
reposed  in  the  abilities  and  integrity  of  that  excel- 
lent officer.  "  Uninformed  aa  I  am,"  wrilea  be,  "of 
tbe  enemy's  force  in  that  qimrter,  of  our  own,  or 
of  tbe  resources  wlticb  it  will  be  in  our  power  to 
comnmnd,  for  carrying  on  the  war.  I  can  give  you 
no  pHrticular  iostructiona,  but  must  leave  you  to 
govern  yourself  entirely  according  lo  your  own 
prudence  und  judgment,  and  the  circumstances  in 
which  yon  find  yourself.  I  am  aware  that  the 
nature  of  tbe  coinm»nd  will  offer  you  embarmss- 
rnenta  of  a  singular  and  compllutled  nature,  but 
I  rely  upon  your  abilities  and  exertions  for  every- 
thing your  means  will  enable  you  to  effect." 

With  reganl  to  tbe  court  of  inquiry,  it  was  U) 
be  conducted  in  the  quarter  in  which  Gates  had 
acted,  where  all  the  witnesses  were,  and  where 
alone  the  requisite  information  could  be  obtained. 
Baron  Steuben,  who  was  to  accompany  Greene  to 
the  South,  was  to  preside,  and  ihe  members  of  the 
court  were  lo  be  suob  general  and  liuld-officers  of 
the  continental  troops  as  were  not  presejit  at  the 


battlo  of  Camiluu,  or,  having  been  present,  were 
Dot  wsDied  as  witoesses,  or  were  per^ns  to  wljom 
General  Gate!)  liad  no  objection.  TUn  aflrtir  wns 
to  be  conducted  with  iLe  greatesl  impartiality, 
aud  with  us  much  dispatch  as  ci re n instances  would 

IVasliiugton  concludes  Lis  letter  of  instructions 
to  Greene,  with  exprcssioos  dictated  by  Triendship 
S9  well  as  official  duty.  "  You  will  keep  me  coD- 
staatly  ndvi»ed  of  the  state  of  your  alfiiirs,  and  of 
erery  maliirial  occurrence.  My  wnrniesi  wishes 
for  your  success,  reputation,  health,  and  happiness 
aooompany  you." 

RAvagiug  incursions  from  Canada  hnd  harassed 
the  uoribern  parts  of  the  State  of  New  York  of 
late,  and  lud  desolate  some  parts  of  the  country 
Groin  which  Washington  had  hoped  to  receive 
great  supplies  of  flour  for  the  armies.  Major 
Carleton,  a  nephew  of  Sir  Guy,  at  the  heiul  of  a 
motley  force,  Europeau,  tory,  and  Indian,  had 
captured  Forts  Aiiiie  and  George.  Sir  John 
Johnson  also,  with  Joseph  Brant,  and  a  mongrel 
half-snvage  urew,  had  laid  waste  the  fertile  region 
of  the  Mohawk  River,  and  burued  the  villages  of 
Schoharie  aud  Caughnawaga.  The  greatest  aliu'm 
prevailed  throughout  the  nuighburing  coinitry. 
Governor  Clinton  himself  took  the  field  at  the 
head  of  the  militia,  but  before  he  arrived  at  the 
scene  of  mischief,  the  marauders  had  been  en- 
countered and  driven  back  by  General  Van 
Beiisselaer  and  the  militia  of  those  parts ;  not, 
however,  until  they  had  nearly  destroyed  the  set- 
tlements on  the  Mohawk.     Washiugtou  now  put 


182 


LIFE   OF   WASaiSOTON. 


BiigHdier-general  Jnmes  Cliiitou  (ihe  govemor'a 
brother)  in  command  or  the  Northern  deparl- 
meiit. 

The  slale  uf  the  army  vias  growing  more  and 
more  a  Bubject  of  solicitude  to  llie  coramauder-in- 
C'hicf.  He  Telt  weiiry  of  struggling  on,  with  such 
scanty  nieaca,  and  sucb  vnst  responsibility.  The 
canipuigu,  which,  at  its  commeiicemenC,  hod  seemed 
pregnant  with  favorable  events,  had  proved  ster- 
ile and  inactive,  and  was  drnwitig  to  a  close.  The 
short  terms  for  trhich  most  of  the  troops  were  en- 
listed must  soon  expire,  and  tlien  the  present  army 
would  be  reduced  to  a  mere  shadow.  The  sad- 
dened state  of  his  mind  may  bo  Judged  from  his 
letters.  An  araple  one  addressed  to  General  Sul- 
livan, fnlly  lays  open  his  feelings  and  his  difficul- 
ties. "  1  iiad  hoped,"  writes  be,  "  but  hoped  in 
Taio,  that  a  prospect  was  di^pliiyiiig  which  would 
enable  me  to  fix  n  period  to  my  military  pursuits, 
aud  restore  roe  to  domestic  life.  The  fftvonible 
disposition  of  Spain ;  the  promised  succor  from 
France;  the  combined  force  in  the  West  Indies; 
the  declaration  of  Russia  (acceded  to  by  other 
governments  uf  Europe,  and  iiurailiating  lo  ihe 
naval  pride  and  power  of  Great  Britain)  ;  the  su- 
periority of  France  and  Spain  by  sea  in  Europe  ; 
Ihe  Irish  claims  and  English  disturbances,  furroed, 
in  the  aggregate,  iin  opiuion  in  my  breast,  which 
is  Dot  very  suBceptibte  of  peaceful  dreatna,  that 
the  hour  of  dellvernnee  was  not  far  distimt ;  since, 
however  uowilliug  Great  Britnin  might  be  to  yield 
the  point,  it  would  uot  be  in  her  power  to  con- 
tinue the    coutesL      But,  alas !  these   prospect^ 
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flAlteriog  nf  they  were,  have  proved  delusory,  and 
I  Bee  nothiug  before  iia  but  accu  inula  ling  diaireas. 
"  We  linve  been  hnlf  of  our  time  without  pro- 
visions, iku<l  are  likely  to  couiinue  so.  Wo  linve 
no  mngaziues,  nor  money  to  form  Iliem  ;  and  in  A 
Utile  time  we  ahaH  jmve  no  men,  if  we  hnve  no 
money  to  pny  tliem.  In  a  word,  the  hislory  of 
ibe  war  \a  a  history  of  false  hopes  &diI  lempomry 
devices,  insleail  of  syaiem  and  economy.  It  is  in 
vain,  however,  to  look  back,  nor  is  it  our  business 
to  dn  90.  Our  case  is  not  desperate,  if  virtue  ex- 
ists in  the  people,  and  there  is  wisdom  nmong  our 
rulers.  But  to  suppose  chat  this  great  Revolution 
can  be  accomplished  by  a  temporary  army,  liint  (his 
amy  will  be  subsiHed  by  Stale  supplies,  and  thai 
buulion  alone  is  adeqnnte  to  our  wants,  is  in  tny 
opinion  absurd,  and  as  imreasouable  as  to  expect 
an  inversion  in  the  order  of  nature  to  ai'iumnio- 
date  itself  to  our  views.  If  it  was  necessary,  it 
could  be  proved  lo  any  person  of  a  modeiale  un- 
derstanding, that  an  annual  army,  raised  on  the 
(■pur  of  the  occnsion,  besides  being  nnqualilied  for 
the  end  designed,  is,  in  various  ways  ivliioh  iiiuld 
be  eniimeruled,  ten  limes  more  expensive  tliiin  a 
permanent  boily  of  men  under  good  orgiinizaiiou 
aad  military  discipline,  which  never  was  nor  ever 
will  be  the  case  with  new  troops.  A  thousand 
arguments  resulting  from  experience  and  the  na- 
ture of  tilings,  might  also  be  adduced  in  prove 
that  the  army,  If  it  is  dependent  upon  State  sup- 
plies, must  disband  or  starve,  and  thai  taxation 
alone,  eapecinlly  at  this  late  hour,  cannot  furnish 
the  means  to  carry  on  ihe  war."  ' 

1    Wntiaif  of  Wmhiagtm,  vii.  228. 
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We  n-ill  here  add,  ibal  llie  repealed  and  elab- 
orate reasonings  of  Wnsliiiigtou,  backed  by  dear- 
bought  experience,  slowly  brought  Congress  to 
adopt  n  system  suggested  by  him  for  the  orgaiii- 
Eation  and  support  of  the  army,  according  to 
which,  troops  were  to  be  enlisted  to  serve  through- 
out the  war,  and  all  oHicera  who  coiititiued  in  ser- 
vice until  tlie  return  of  peace  were  lo  receive 
hiilf  pay  during  life. 


CHAPTER  Xlir. 

Tht  Min)iii>  Liiriiyettfl  uid  bis  LIglil-infnnliT.  — PropMes  a 
RrilMant  Stroke.  —  PrepnntionB  tbr  an  Attack  on  thf  Brlt- 
DfaPtKiMan  New  York  Uland — Visit  of  the  Mfltquie  of 
Ch«ii»lliii  lothe  Americmn  C»mp.  — WHshlnglonalHMui- 
qoarlEre.  —  Atluk  on  the  Britiih  Foit*  given  up,  —  Slark 
IbraKea  We^ichoster  Coanl;.  —  Expluil  af  Tullmodge  on 
Long  Ulnnd. 

BHE  Marquis  Lafajretle  &t  tliis  time  ram- 
I  maoded  the  advance  guard  of  Waaliing- 
's  army,  compoeed  of  six  Imtlalions 
of  light  infantry.  Tliey  were  belter  dad  tbiin 
tbe  otber  soldiery :  in  trim  uniforms,  leiitheru 
lielmels,  witb  orests  of  horee-hair.  The  ofBcere 
vrere  armed  niih  sponlooiiit,  the  iion-commiHBioned 
officers  with  fusees ;  both  with  short  snbrea  wtiich 
the  tuiirquis  had  broiiglit  from  France,  nnd  pre- 
eented  to  them.  Me  was  proud  of  lii»>  troops  and 
bad  a  young  man's  ardor  for  active  service.  The 
inoctirity  whivb  bad  pi'evailed  for  name  time 
pMt  was  intolerable  to  him.  To  Baiiufy  his  im- 
patient longings,  Washington  had  permiiiud  him 
in  the  begiimiug  of  October  to  attempt  a  descent 
at  night  on  Sinten  Island,  to  surprise  two  Iles- 
aian  encampments.  It  bad  fallen  through  for 
want  of  boats,  and  other  requisites,  but  he  saw 
enough,  he  siiid,  to  convince  him  that  the  Amer- 
icans were  altogether  fitted  for  such  enterprises.* 

1  Mfmeira  dt  LafayiUt,  torn.  i.  p.  337. 
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Tho  niarqiiis  saw  witb  repining  the  campniga 
drawing  to  a  cloae,  and  uothing  dooe  ihat  would 
rouse  tlie  people  in  America,  and  be  spnkeu  of  at 
the  court  of  Veraaillea,  He  was  urgent  with 
Waahiijglon  [hal  the  campaign  should  be  termiua- 
ted  by  some  brilliant  stroke.  "  An;  enterprise," 
writes  he,  "  will  please  [he  people  uf  this  countiy, 
and  siiow  them  that  we  do  not  mean  to  remain  idle 
when  we  have  men  ;  even  a  defeat,  provided  it  were 
not  di»HStraua,  would  have  its  good  eSect." 

Cotiiplaiiilti,  he  liitited,  had  been  made  in  France 
of  the  prevailing  inacltvity.  "  If  anylbing  could 
decide  the  ministry  to  yield  us  the  »uccor  de- 
manded," writes  he,  "it  would  be  our  giving  the 
nation  a  proof  [hat  we  are  ready." 

The  brilliant  stroke,  suggested  with  some  de- 
tail by  the  marquis,  was  a  general  attack  upon 
Fort  Washington,  and  the  other  posts  nt  the  north 
end  of  the  island  of  Now  York,  and,  under  cer- 
tain 'circumstances,  which  he  specJIJed,  maie  a 
path  for  the  city. 

Washington  regarded  the  project  of  his  young 
and  ardent  friend  with  a  more  sober  and  oautioua 
eye.  "  It  ia  impossible,  my  dear  marquis,"  replies 
he,  "  to  desire  more  ardently  than  I  do  to  termi- 
nate the  campaign  by  some  happy  stroke;  but 
we  must  uoiiBult  onr  means  rather  than  our  wisbea, 
and  not  endeavor  to  better  our  affairs  by  attempt- 
ing things,  which  for  want  of  success  may  make 
them  worse.  We  are  to  lumeut  that  there  has 
been  a  misapprehension  of  our  circumsianves  in 
Europe  ;  but  to  endeavor  to  recover  our  reputa- 
tion, we  should  lake  care  that  we  do  not  injure  it 
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re.  Evtr  »irii«  it  became  eviilttnl  [hat  tlia 
allieil  arnu  coiili]  not  cooperale  ibia  camjmigii  I 
have  liHd  Hii  eje  lo  tlie  poiat  you  menlioti,  tlbler- 
rained,  if  a  favorable  opening  should  offer,  lo  em- 
brace it :  btii,  BO  fur  aa  my  iDfoi-miitlon  govs,  llie 
KHlerprise  would  not  be  wurranted.  It  would,  iu 
my  opiiiiiiD,  be  impnideat  lo  tbrow  an  arrny  of 
tea  tbousBiid  men  upon  an  islnnd,  Hgninst  nine 
thousand,  exclusive  of  seamen  and  railitin.  This, 
from  [he  acoouiits  we  have,  ajipears  to  he  the  en- 
emy's force.  AH  we  can  do  at  presisiit,  therefore, 
is  to  endeavor  to  gain  a  more  certain  knowledge 
of  Cbeir  siliintion,  uud  act  accordingly." 

The  British  posts  in  question  were  accordingly 
reoonnoilered  from  the  oppottile  banks  of  the 
Hudson,  by  Colonel  Gonvion,  an  able  French  en- 
gineer. PrepiirHtions  were  made  to  carry  the 
ecbeme  into  effect,  should  it  be  determined  Upon, 
iu  wbicb  case  Lafayette  was  to  lead  the  altiick 
at  the  head  of  his  light  troops,  and  be  supported 
by  Washington  with  his  main  force ;  while  a 
strong  fora^riug  party  »ent  by  General  Heath 
from  West  Point  (o  White  Plains  in  WeRtchester 
Coimty,  lo  draw  the  altenlion  of  the  eneniy  in 
that  direction  and  mask  the  real  ile.'tigii,  was,  on 
preconcerted  signals,  to  advance  rapidly  to  King's 
Bridge,  and  cooperate. 

Waahingtou's  own  officers  were  kept  in  igno- 
rance of  the  ultimate  object  of  the  preparatory 
(Dovemenis.  "  Never,"  writes  his  nide-cle-cnmp, 
Colonel  Humphreys,  "never  was  a  plan  better 
arranged,  and  never  did  circumstances  promise 
more    sure    or   complete  success.      The    British 


wen  not  onlj  niwlArmed,  but  our  oarn  troops 
were  mtsgoided  in  tbeir  npenttiotts."  A«  the 
plan  was  not  carried  tnio  efleci.  we  hare  forbonM 
10  give  numj  of  tie  detwb. 

At  ihid  juuctare.  the  Marquis  de  Cliasletlux 
■rrived  in  camp.  He  was  on  a  lour  of  curiosily, 
while  the  Freuch  troops  at  Rliode  Island  were 
iu  wioter-quarters,  and  cmne  oti  ihe  iovitaiioa  of 
his  relative,  the  Blarquia  Lafayette,  who  was  to 
present  him  lo  Washiogton.  In  after  years  be 
piibllsliiid  an  account  of  his  tour,  in  which  we 
have  gr»pliic  ekeiches  of  the  camp  aiid  the  ccm- 
tnauders.  He  arrived  with  liis  aides-de-camp  ou 
the  afleniooii  of  November  23d,  tttii)  sought  the 
bead-qiiurlera  of  the  ocimmander-in-chief.  They 
were  iu  a  large  farm-house.  There  was  a  spa~ 
clous  lent  in  ihe  yard  before  it  for  the  general, 
and  several  smaller  tents  in  an  adjnceni  field  for 
his  guards.  Baggage  wagons  were  arranged  about 
for  the  transporialiou  of  ibe  general's  etfects,  and 
a  number  of  grooms  were  atteudiug  to  very  6oe 
horses  belonging;  to  general  olScers  and  their 
aides-de-catnp.  Everything  was  in  perfect  order. 
As  De  CliHstellux  rode  up,  he  observed  Lafay- 
eClo  ill  front  of  the  house,  cooversiug  with  an  of- 
ficer, tall  of  stature,  with  a  mild  and  noble  couu- 
teoaoce.  It  was  Washington.  De  Chastetlox 
aligbteil  and  was  presented  by  Lafayelle.  His  re- 
eeptioti  was  frank  and  cordial.  Washington  oon- 
ducted  him  into  the  house.  Dinner  was  over,  but 
generals  Knox,  Wayne,  and  Howe,  and  colonels 
Humillon,  Tilghmaii,  nnd  other  officers,  were  still 
eealed  round  the  board.     Washiuglon  introduced 
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De  Clinstellu;E  (o  tbem,  and  onlered  n  repnst  fur 
tlie  former  and  his  nideB-de-CAtup  :  nl!  reinnined 
at  table,  s,nd  a  few  glasses  of  claret  and  Madeira 
proEDoied  sociability.  The  msrqiiiB  soon  found 
himself  at  his  ease  with  Washinglon.  "  The 
goodness  and  benevolence  which  characterize  him." 
observe*  he,  ■■  are  felt  by  all  around  htm  ;  bill  the 
coDlideiioc  he  iiiRpirea  is  never  familiar;  it  springs 
^ni  a  profbaod  esteem  for  his  virtuefl,  and  a 
great  opinioo  of  his  lalenla." 

In  the  evening,  afWr  the  guests  had  retired, 
Washington  conducted  the  man]tiiB  to  a  chamber 
prepared  for  him  and  bia  aidee-de-camp,  apologiz- 
ing with  nobly  frank  and  simple  politeness,  that 
his  scanty  quariera  did  not  aiford  more  spacious 
accommodation. 

The  neitt  rooming,  horses  were  led  up  after 
brenkfuGt ;  they  were  to  review  the  troops  and  visit 
La&yettc's  encampment,  seven  miiea  diElant.  The 
horses  which  De  Chastelliix  and  Washiiif^lon  rode, 
hod  been  presented  to  the  Jailer  by  the  Staia 
of  Virginia™  There  were  fine  blood  horses  also 
for  the  aides-de-camp.  "  Washington's  lioi-BeB." 
writes  De  Chnstellux,  "  are  aa  good  as  they  are 
beautiful,  and  nil  [lerfectly  trained.  He  trains 
them  all  liimselE  He  is  a  very  good  and  a  very 
hardy  cavalier,  leaping  the  highest  barriers,  and 
riding  very  tost,  without  rising  in  the  stirru{is, 
bearing  on  the  bridle,  or  suffering  his  horse  to 
niD  aa  if  wild." 

In  the  camp  of  artillery  where  General  Knox 
received  them,  the  marquis  found  everything  in 
perfect  order,  and  condocted  in  the  European 
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Liceasant  and  increasing  r 
Ion  to  make  but  a  short  visit 
whence,  putting  spurs  to  his  horse,  he  condncted 
hie  French  visitors  Inck  to  lj end- quarters  on  as 
fan  a  gnllop  as  bad  roads  would  perniiL 

There  were  twenty  guests  at  table  that  day 
at  head-quarters.  The  dinner  whs  in  the  Eng- 
lish style,  large  dishes  of  butcher's  meat  and 
poultry,  with  different  kinds  of  vegetables,  fol- 
lowed by  pies  and  puddings  and  a  desert  of  hick- 
ory nuts.  Washington's  fondness  for  the  latter 
was  noticed  by  the  raarqnis,  and  indeed  was  often 
a  subject  of  remark.  He  would  sit  picking  ihem 
by  the  hour  after  dinner,  as  he  sipped  hb  wine 
and  conversed. 

One  of  the  general's  aides-de-camp  sat  by  him 
at  the  end  of  the  table,  according  to  custom,  to 
carve  the  dishes,  and  circulate  the  wine.  Healths 
were  drunk  and  toasts  were  given;  the  latter 
wore  sometimes  given  by  the  general  through  his 
aide-de-cnmp.  The  eonversnlion  was  tranquil 
aud  pleasant.  Washington  willingly  entered  into 
some  details  about  the  principal  operations  of  the 
war,  "  but  always,"  says  the  marquis,  "  with  a 
modesty  and  conciseness,  which  proved  sufficiently 
that  it  was  out  of  pure  complaisance  that  he 
consented  to  talk  about  himself." 

Wayne  was   pronounced  agreeable   and  ani- 
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mated  in  conversation,  and  podsesaed  of  wit ;  but 
Knox,  witli  his  genial  aspect  mid  conlial  mHuners, 
seems  tQ  bnve  won  De  Cbaeteltuz's  lii^urt.  "  He 
is  thirt^'five  years  of  age,"  writes  he,  '■  very  atout 
bnt  very  active  ;  a  man  of  talent  and  iiitolligeuco  ; 
ftminble,  gay,  sincere,  and  loyal.  It  is  impossible 
V>  know  bim  withoat  esteeming  liim,  and  to  see 
bim  without  loving  bim." 

It  was  about  half-past  seven  when  the  company 
rose  from  the  table,  shortly  after  which  ibose  who 
were  not  of  the  household  departed,  Tlicre  was 
a  ligbl  snpper  of  tliree  or  four  dishes,  with  fruit, 
and  abundauce  of  hickory  nuls  r  the  cloth  was 
soon  removed  j  Bordeaux  and  Madeira  wiue  were 
placed  upon  the  table,  and  conversation  went  ou. 
Colonel  Hamilton  was  tlie  aide-de-camp  who  offl- 
mled,  and  announce*!  the  toasts  as  lliey  occured. 
"  It  is  customary,"  writes  the  marquis,  "  towards 
the  end  of  the  supper  to  call  upon  each  one  for 
a  wnilnf^,  ibat  is  to  say,  ihe  name  of  some  lady 
to  whom  be  is  attached  by  some  sentiment  either 
of  love,  friendship,  or  simple  preference." 

It  is  evident  there  was  extra  gayety  at  the  ta- 
ble of  the  commander-in-chief  during  this  visit,  in 
compliment  lo  liis  French  guests;  but  we  are 
told,  that  gay  conversation  often  prevaili^d  at  the 
dinners  at  head-qnartera  among  the  aides-de-camp 
aitd  yonng  officers,  in  which  Washington  tonk  lit- 
tle part,  though  a  quiet  smile  would  show  that  he 
enjoyed  it. 

We  have  been  tempted  to  qiiote  freely  the  re- 
marks of  De  Chastellux,  as  they  are  those  of  a 
cnltivaied  man  of  society,  whose  position  and  ex- 
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|^^|nRNWALLtS  haviug,  as  he  supposed, 
IrBra  ''"'''''^'}'  cnished  the  "rebel  ornse"  in 
IpStf^^  Si>iith  Carolina,  bj  tlie  defeats  of  Gales 
jiiil  ^iiiiiitT,  remained  for  some  time  at  Camden, 
tietaiiiod  liy  the  exce-esive  heat  of  the  weatlier  and 
the  BicknePH  of  part  of  his  troops,  broken  down 
by  the  hardships  of  cani]iaigniDg  under  a  south- 
em  sun.    He  awwled  also  Bopplies  and  retnforce- 

Immedialely  after  the  victory  at  Camden,  he 
had  ordered  the  friends  to  royalty  in  North  Cur- 
oliiia  "  to  arm  and  intercept  the  beaten  army  of 
General  Gides,"  promising  that  ho  would  march 
directly  to  tlie  boi-ders  of  that  province  in  their 
Hnpport ;  he  now  detached  Major  Patrick  Fergu- 
son lo  its  western  confines,  to  keep  the  war  alive 
ill  lliat  quarter.  Tliis  resolute  partisan  hail  with 
hitQ  his  own  corps  of  light  in&ntry,  and  a  body  of 
royalist  mililia  of  his  own  training.  His  wltnle 
force  was  between   eleven   and  twelve  hundred 
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men.  noted  for  activity  and  alertness,  aod  uoin- 
cumbereil  with  baggage  or  artillery. 

His  orders  were  to  skirr  the  mouatain  country 
betweeu  the  Caliitvbu  and  the  Yadkin,  harass  the 
whigs,  inspirit  the  tories,  and  embody  the  militia 
onder  the  royal  bauoer.  This  done,  he  was  to 
repair  to  Cliariotte,  the  capital  of  Mecldenbnrg 
Coanty,  where  he  would  find  Lord  Cornwallia, 
who  intended  to  moke  it  his  rendezvous.  Should 
he,  however,  in  the  course  of  his  tour,  be  threat- 
ened by  &  superior  force,  he  was  immediately  to 
return  tci  the  main  anny.  No  great  opposition, 
however,  was  apprehended,  the  American,!  being 
considered  totally  broken  up  and  dispirited. 

During  iLe  suspense  of  his  active  operations  in 
the  field,  Comwalliii  instituted  rigorous  measures 
against  Americans  who  continued  under  anns,  oi', 
by  any  otlier  acts,  manifested  what  he  termed  "  a 
despemte  perseverance  in  opposing  His  Slujesly's 
GovennenL"  Among  these  were  included  many 
who  had  taken  refuge  in  North  Carolina.  A  com- 
missioner was  appointed  to  take  possession  of  their 
estates  and  property;  of  the  annual  product  of 
which  a  part  was  to  be  allowed  for  the  support  of 
their  families,  the  residue  to  be  applied  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  war.  Letters  j'rom  seveitil  of 
the  principal  inhabitants  of  Charleston  having  been 
found  in  the  baggage  of  the  captured  American 
generals,  the  former  were  accused  of  breaking 
their  parole,  and  holding  a  treasonable  correspond- 
ence with  the  armed  enemies  of  England;  iliey 
were  in  consequence  confined  on  board  of  prison 
Bbipa.  and  afterwards  transported  to  St.  Augustine 
in  Florida. 
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Among  the  prisooers  taken  in  the  late  combats, 
niHny.  it  was  disrovered.  Lad  Brilisb  protections 
iu  their  pockets ;  these  were  deemed  arrant 
gates,  amenable  to  the  penalties  of  the  proc)« 
tion  issued  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  on  the  3d  of 
Jane ;  they  were  therefore  led  forth  from  the  pro- 
roU  and  banged,  almoal  without  the  form  of  an 

These  measures  certainly  were  not  in  keeping 
with  the  churaeter  for  moderation  and  beneTolenoe 
usually  given  to  Lord  Cornwallis;  but  they  ac- 
corded with  the  rancorous  spirit  mnnifesled  towan] 
each  other  both  by  whigs  and  lories  in  Southern 
wnrfare.  If  they  were  inleiided  by  his  lordship 
tiB  racBsures  of  policy,  their  effect  was  far  different 
from  what  he  anticipated  ;  opposition  was  exas- 
perated into  deadly  hale,  and  a  cry  of  vengeance 
was  raised  throughout  the  land.  Coniwallis  de- 
camped from  Camden,  and  set  out  for  North  Car- 
olina. In  the  Buhjugation  of  ihiu  province,  he 
counted  on  the  cooperation  of  the  troops  which 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  to  send  to  Ihe  lower  part 
of  Virginia,  which,  after  reducing  the  Virginians 
to  obedience,  were  to  join  his  lordship's  standard 
on  the  confines  of  North  Carolina. 

Adviinciiig  into  the  Inlter  province,  Comwallis 
took  post  at  CImrlotle,  where  he  hnd  given  ren- 
deEVous  to  Ferguson.  Mecklenburg,  of  which 
this  was  the  ciipiial,  wns,  as  the  reader  may  rec- 
ollect, the  "  heady,  high-minded  "  county  where  the 
first  declaration  of  independence  had  been  made, 
anil  his  lordship  from  uncomfortable  experience 
soon  pninouneed  Churlotle  "  the  Hornet's  Neat  of 
North  Carolina." 
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The  surrounding  country  wna  wild  nnd  rugged, 
covered  wiih  close  and  thick  woo(!»,  iirid  cruised 
in  every  direction  by  narrow  ronds,  All  nttempts 
at  fbragiug  were  worse  than  iiselesa.  The  plan- 
latioiis  were  small  and  afforded  scanty  supplies. 

The  iiihabitaiita  were  statich  wliigs,  with  the 
pugnacious  spirit  of  the  old  Covensnlers.  Itislend 
□f  remaining  at  home  and  receiving  the  kjng'd 
money  in  extbange  for  their  produce,  they  turned 
out  with  their  riKes,  stationed  tiiemselves  in  covert 
places,  and  fired  upon  the  fornging  parlies  ;  con- 
voys of  provisions  from  Camden  hiid  to  figbt  their 
wsy,  and  expresses  were  shot  down  and  their  dis- 
patches seized. 

The  cnpture  of  his  espre-sses  was  a  sore  tinnoy. 
ance  to  Cornwallis,  depriving  him  of  nil  intelli- 
gence concerning  tlie  movements  of  Colonel  Fer- 
guson, whose  arrival  he  was  anxiously  awaiting. 
The  expedition  of  Ihnt  doughty  partisan  ollicer 
here  cjiIIb  for  especial  notice.  He  had  been  chosen 
for  this  military  lour  as  being  calculated  to  gain 
friends  by  his  conciliiiliug  disposition  and  mannei^, 
ntid  bis  aildresB  to  the  people  of  the  country  was 
in  that  spirit:  '•  Wu  come  not  to  make  war  upon 
women  and  children,  but  to  give  them  money  and 
relieve  their  distresses."  Ferguson,  however,  had 
a  loyal  hatred  of  whigs,  and  to  his  standard  flocked 
Quny  rancorous  tories,  besides  outlaws  and  despe- 
radoes, so  that  with  all  his  conciliating  intentions, 
his  progress  through  the  country  was  attended  by 
many  exasperating  excesses. 

\\b  whs  on  his  way  to  join  Coruwallis  when  a 
chance  for  a  signal  exploit  presented  itself.     An 
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American  force  noder  Colonel  Elijah  Clarke  of 
Georgia,  whs  relreatJDg  lo  the  inouDtaiii  dismcta 
of  Nortk  Carolina,  afler  hd  unsuccessful  attack 
upon  ttie  Britiab  prat  at  Augusta.  Ferguson 
solved  to  cot  off  llieir  retreat.  Turning  towards 
the  mountAins,  he  made  his  whj  through  a  rugged 
wilderueSH  and  look  poat  at  Gilbcrt-iown,  as 
frontier  village  of  log-houses.  He  wns  eut 
nged  to  this  step,  say  the  British  chroniclers,  by 
the  persuasion  that  there  was  no  force  in  that  part 
of  the  rountrj  able  to  look  bint  in  the  face, 
bud  no  idea  that  the  marauds  of  his  followers  had 
Birayed  the  veiy  wiidenicBS  against  him.  '■  All 
of  a  sudden,"  say  the  chroniders  just  ciled 
numerous,  lierce,  and  unexpected  enomy  sprang 
up  in  the  depths  of  the  deserL  The  scattered 
inhabitants  of  the  mountains  assembled  without 
noise  or  warninL;,  under  the  conduct  of  six  or 
seven  of  their  militia  colonels,  to  the  number  of  six 
hundred  strong,  daring,  well-mounted,  and  excel- 
lent horsemeii." ' 

These,  in  fact,  were  the  people  of  t)io  moun- 
tains which  form  the  frontiers  of  the  Carolinas 
and  Georgia, ''mountain  men,"  aa  they  were  com- 
monly called,  «  hardy  race,  half  huntsmen,  half 
herdsmen,  inhabiting  deep  narrow  valleys,  and 
fertile  niopea,  adapted  to  grazing,  watered  by  the 
coldest  of  springs  and  briglilest  of  streaiu.".  and 
embosomed  in  mighty  forest  trees.  Being  subject 
to  inroads  and  surprisals  from  the  Chickasawii, 
Cherokees,  and  Creeks,  a  tacit  league  existed 
among  them  for  mutual  defense,  and  it  only  needed, 
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u  in  the  present  iustance,  nn  alarm  to  be  circu- 
lated through  iheir  eeltlemeiitB  by  swifl  ine^sen- 
gers,  to  bring  them  at  once  to  the  point  of  danger. 
Beside  these,  there  were  other  eleroenla  of  war 
saddeoly  gathering  in  Ferguson's  vicinity.  A 
band  of  what  were  termed  "  the  wild  aud  fierce  " 
inhabitants  of  Kentucky,  with  men  from  oilier  set- 
ttemcDts  west  of  the  Alleghanies,  bad  crossed  the 
mountftiua,  led  by  coloiieU  Ciimpbell  and  Boone, 
to  pounce  upon  a  quantity  of  Indian  goods  at  Au- 
gnsta ;  but  bad  pulled  up  ou  hearing  of  the  repulse 
of  Cliirke.  The  stout  yeomen,  also,  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Ninety-Six.  roused  by  the  marauds  of 
Ferguson,  had  taken  the  fielil,  under  tlie  conduct 
of  Colonel  James  Williams,  of  Granville  County. 
Here,  too,  were  bard  riders  aud  ebnrp  shooters, 
from  Holston  River,  Powel's  Valley,  ISotetourt, 
Fincaslle,  and  other  parts  of  Virginia,  commanded 
by  rolonels  Campbell,  Cleveland,  Shelby,  and 
Sevier.  Such  were  the  difi'erent  bodies  of  moiin- 
laineers  and  backwoodsmen,  suddenly  drawing 
together  from  various  parts  to  the  nuralier  of  three 
thousand. 

Threatened  by  a  foix*  so  superior  in  numbers 
and  fierce  in  hogtilily,  Ferguson  issued  an  ad- 
dress to  rouse  the  tones.  "  The  Backwater  men 
have  crossed  the  monntain,"  said  he,  "  McDowell, 
Hampton,  Shelby,  and  Cleveland  are  at  their  head. 
If  you  clinaie  to  be  trodden  upon  forever  and 
ever  by  a.  set  of  mongrels,  say  so  at  once,  and  let 
women  look  out  for  real  men  to  pj'otect  them. 
If  you  desire  to  live  and  bi;ar  the  name  of  men, 
grasp  your  arroB  in  a  moment  and  run  lo  camp." 
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The  lanntin^  appeal  ptwlaotid  bat  little  eS'e<:1. 
In  this  exigency,  Fer^sou  remembered  the  in- 
MmciiMis  of  Comwallis,  that  he  should  rejoin  bin) 
ehoiild  be  &xA  himself  threalened  bj  s  superior 
force ;  breaking  op  his  qnantrs,  itiererore,  be 
piuhed  for  the  Briibh  annj,  sending  me^sengere 
nhead  to  Apprise  liis  lordship  of  his  danger.  Un- 
fortimnlely  f«r  him.  hb  missives  were  inlercepled. 

Gilbert-town  bad  not  long  been  Tacnted  by 
Ferguson  and  bb  troops,  when  the  motley  host 
we  have  described  ihroiiged  in.  Some  were  on 
fool,  bul  the  greater  pan  on  bor?elitid>.  Some 
were  in  homespun  garli  ;  hot  the  most  part  in 
hunting-sbirtA,  occasionnlly  decorated  wiih  colored 
fringe  and  tastteb.  Each  nan  bad  bis  long  rifle 
und  bntiting'koife,  his  wallet,  or  bnnpsnck  and 
blanket,  and  either  a  buck's  tail  or  sprig  of  ever- 
green in  his  hat.  Mere  and  there  an  officer 
appeared  in  the  Continental  uniform  of  blue  and 
buff,  but  most  preferretl  tjic  hair-Indiun  liunting- 
drexg.  There  was  neither  tent  nor  leni  equipage, 
neither  btiggage  nor  baggnge  wagon  to  encumber 
the  nioveraents  of  that  extern poraneo us  host. 
Prompt  warriors  of  the  wilderness,  wjtli  them  it 
was  "  seize  the  weapon  —  spring  into  the  saddle 
—  and  away  !  "  In  going  into  action,  it  was  their 
practice  to  dismount,  tie  their  liorses  to  the 
braucbes  of  trees,  or  secure  them  in  some  other 
wny,  BO  as  to  be  at  band  for  use  when  the  battle 
was  over,  either  to  pursue  a  Hying  enemy,  or 
make  tbeir  own  escape  by  dint  of  hoof. 

There  was  a  clamor  of  tongues  for  a  time  at 
Gilbert-town ;  groups  on  horseback  and  foot  in 
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I  erery  part,  holding  hasly  council.  Being  told 
L  that  Ferguson  hnA  retreated  by  the  Clierokee  i-oiid 
'  toward  North  Caroliaa,  about  nine  hundiYHl  or 
the  hardiest  aud  best  mouot^d  set  out  in  urgent 
pursuit ;  kaving  those  who  were  on  foot,  or  weakly 
mounted,  to  follow  on  as  fnst  ris  possible.  Colonel 
WiUifim  Campbell,  of  Virginia,  having  come  fi-ora 
(be  greatest  distance,  was  allowed  to  have  com- 
manil  of  the  whole  party  ;  but  there  was  not  much 
order  nor  subordluBtion.  Each  colonel  ted  hia 
owu  meu  In  hie  own  way. 

In  ibe  evi;ning  they  arrived  at  the  Cowpens,  a 
grazing  ueigbborhood.  Here  two  beevea  were 
killed  aud  given  to  be  cut  up,  cooked  and  enten 
u  quick  as  possible.  Before  those  who  were 
llow  or  negligent  had  half  prepared  their  repast, 
marching  orders  were  giveu,  aud  all  were  again 
ID  tlie  saddle.  A  rapid  and  irregular  march  was 
kept  up  all  night  in  murky  darkness  and  through 
a  heavy  rain.  About  daybreak  tliey  crossed 
Broad  Rrver,  where  an  attack  was  apprehended. 
Hot  finding  the  eaemy,  tliey  halted.  III  their  Sres, 
made  their  morning's  meal  and  took  a  brief  repose. 
By  nine  o'clock  (hey  were  again  on  the  march. 
The  rainy  night  had  been  succeeded  by  a  bright 
October  morning,  aud  all  were  in  high  spirits. 
Ferguson,  they  learnt,  had  taken  tlte  road  toward 
King's  Mountain,  about  twelve  miles  distant. 
When  within  three  miles  of  it  iheir  scouts  brtiught 
in  word  that  he  bad  taken  post  on  its  tiummit. 
The  officers  now  held  a  short  consuttatiou  on 
horseback,  and  then  proceeded.  The  poaitiou 
lakeu  by    Ferguson  was  a  strong  one.     King's 


tOM.     TW    ^fcriwg  diraeliai 

Mjrb. 

far  UmdC     TIm  mem  were  not  to  wait  fi>r  the 

wwd  at  eanuBuid,  bat  to  ukc  good  Mm  Mtd  fire 

••  laM  as  poaEible.     When  tfaey  could  do  longer 
iKJd  tiieir  grouiMl,  Uiey  were  to  gel  behind  trees, 
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1  the    Rglil,  but 
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or  retreat  a  litlle,  and    : 
never  to  go  quite  off. 

Campbell  allowed  lime  ibr  the  flanliiDg  divisions 
to  move  to  the  rigiil  and  lefl  along  the  base  of  the 
inoQDiaiD,  and  take  their  proper  distances  ;  he  then 
pushed  up  in  Tront  with  the  centre  division,  he 
and  Shelby,  each  at  the  bead  of  his  men.  The 
first  firing  was  about  four  o'clock,  when  a  picket 
was  driven  in  by  Cleveland  nnd  Williams  on  the 
Uf\,  and  pursned  up  the  mounlain.  Campbell 
SOOD  arrived  within  rifle  distance  of  the  crest  of 
the  mountain,  whence  a  sheeted  Qre  of  musketry 
was  opened  upon  him.  He  instantly  deployed 
his  men,  posted  them  behind  trees,  and  returned 
the  fire  with  deadly  effecl. 

Fergusou,  esasperated  at  being  thus  hunted 
into  tJiis  mountain  fastness,  had  been  chafing  in 
bis  rwky  lair  and  meditating  n  furious  aally.  He 
iMW  riiehed  out  with  his  regulars,  made  an  impet- 
uous charge  with  the  bayonet,  aud  dislodging  his 
assailants  from  their  coverts,  began  to  drive  them 
down  the  mountain,  they  not  having  a  bayonet 
uiioug  them.  He  had  not  proceeded  far,  when 
■  flanking  fire  was  opened  by  one  of  Ilie  other  dl- 
visitins ;  fiieing  about  and  attacking  this  he  was 
■gain  successful,  when  a  third  fire  was  opened 
froiD  another  quarter.  Thus,  as  fast  as  one  di- 
vision gave  way  before  the  bayonet,  another  came 
to  its  relief;  while  those  who  hud  given  way 
rallied  aud  returned  to  the  charge.  Tiie_natare 
of  the  fighting  ground  was  more  favorable  to  the 
rifie  than  the  bayonet,  aud  thb  was  a  kind  of  war- 
iare  in  which  the  frontier  men  were  at   horns. 
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The  eleT«ied  poeitiaa  of  tbe  enein;  also  wu  in 
&rar  of  tbe  Americana,  ■ecnring  tbem  irom  the 
danger  of  their  own  uum-Gre.  Fergnaon  fonnd 
that  be  waa  tnotpleleljr  in  ibe  baoter'a  loUs,  beset 
on  every  ^Ae;  1>qC  be  etood  bravely  at  baj,  until 
ibe  gnNind  anHiDd  him  was  stren-ed  with  tbe 
killed  and  woonded,  picked  off  by  tlie  Gital  rifle. 
His  men  were  at  leagtb  brokcu,  and  retreated  ia 
GonfuBion  akmg  tbe  ridge.  He  galloped  from  place 
lo  phtce  endeavoriDg  to  rally  ibem,  wbeo  a  rifle 
ball  brought  him  to  the  ground,  and  bis  white 
borse  was  eeen  careering  dona  tbe  mountain  witb- 
OOl  a  rider. 

This  dosed  ibe  bloody  figbt;  for  Ferguson's 
cecond  in  command,  seeing  all  further  resistance 
hopeless,  hoisted  a  white  flag,  beat  3  )>arley,  and 
sued  for  quarters.  Oue  hundred  and  fitly  of  the 
enemy  bud  £illen,  and  as  many  been  wounded ; 
while  of  tlu  Amencaus,  but  twenty  were  killed, 
though  a  considerable  namber  were  wounded. 
Among  those  slain  was  Colonel  James  Williatna, 
who  had  commanded  the  troops  of  Ninety-Six, 
and  proved  binuelf  cme  of  the  most  daring  of  the 
partisan  leaders. 

Eight  hundred  and  ten  men  were  taken  pris- 
oners, one  hundred  of  whom  were  regulars,  the 
rest  royalists.  Tbe  rancor  awakened  by  civil 
war  was  shown  in  the  treatment  of  some  of  tbe 
prisoners.  A  court-martial  was  held  the  day  af- 
ter the  battle,  and  a  number  of  tory  priMmers 
who  had  been  bitter  In  their  bostilily  lo  the  Amer- 
ican cause,  and  flagitious  in  their  persecution  of 
their  countrymen,  were  hanged.     This  was  to  re- 
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venge  the  death  of  American  prisoners  hanged  at 
CamdeQ  and  elsewhere. 

The  army  of  mountaineers  and  frontier  men, 
thus  forluitouslj  congregated,  did  not  attempt  to 
follow  up  [Leir  signal  blow.  They  liad  no  gen- 
end  scheme,  do  plan  ,of  campaign ;  it  was  the 
Bponlaueous  rising  of  the  sons  of  the  sutl,  lo  re- 
venge it  OD  its  iuvadera,  and,  having  effected  their 
purpose,  they  relunie<l  in  triumph  to  their  liomes. 
Tbey  were  littlo  aware  of  the  importan™  uf  their 
ncbievBment.  The  battle  of  King's  Mountain, 
iiieousiderable  as  it  was  in  the  ourobera  engaged, 
tamed  the  tide  of  Southern  warltire.  The  de- 
sCructJou  of  Ferguson  and  his  corps  gave  a  com- 
plete check  lo  tlie  expedition  of  Cornwallis.  Ho 
began  to  fear  for  the  safety  of  Souih  Carolina, 
liable  to  such  sudden  irruptions  lh>m  the  uoun- 
tains ;  lest,  wliite  ha  was  fuciug  to  the  north, 
these  hordee  of  stark-riding  warriors  might  ihrow 
themselves  behind  hiin,  and  produce  a  popular 
combustion  in  tlie  province  he  bad  left.  He  re- 
solved, therefore,  to  return  with  all  speed  to  that 
province  and  provide  for  its  security. 

On  the  14th  of  October  he  commenced  bis 
retrograde  and  mortifying  march,  condueiiiig  it  in 
the  night,  aud  with  such  hurry  and  confusion, 
that  nearly  twenty  wagons,  laden  with  liaggage 
aitd  supplies,  were  lost.  As  he  proceeded,  the 
rainy  season  set  in  ;  the  brooks  and  i-ivcrs  became 
swollen,  and  almost  impassable ;  the  roads  deep 
and  miry ;  provisions  aud  for^e  scanty ;  the 
troops  geaerally  sickly,  having  no  tenia.  LonI 
Comwallis  himself  was  seized  (vith  a  bilious  fe- 
ver, which  obUged  bim  to  halt  two  days  in  the 
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CUawbo  seitlement,  and  afterwards  to  be  con- 
rejed  in  a  wagon,  giving  np  the  uommand  to 
LonI  Rawilon. 

In  iLe  coarse  of  thb  desolate  march,  tlie  Brit- 
ish suffered  as  ti^oal  from  ilie  reogeaiioe  of  an 
OQlraged  uruntiy,  being  fired  upon  from  beluutl 
trees  and  otlier  ooTerts  bj^  the  yeomanry ;  [beir 
sentried  shut  down  at  tlieir  encampments ;  tbeir 
foraging  parties  cat  off.  **  Tbe  enemy,"  writes 
Lord  Rawikiii,  "  are  mostly  mounted  militia,  not 
to  be  overtaken  by  our  infcntn,-,  nor  to  be  safely 
porsued  in  this  strong  country  by  our  cavalry." 

For  two  weeks  were  they  toiling  on  this  retro- 
grade march  through  deep  roads,  and  a  conntry 
cut  up  by  water-coursea,  witli  the  very  elements 
arrayed  against  them.  At  length,  after  fording 
the  Catawba  where  it  was  six  hundred  yanla 
wide,  and  three  and  a  half  deep,  and  where  a 
handfii]  of  riflemen  might  have  held  them  in 
cheek,  the  army  arrived  at  Winnshorougli,  in 
South  Carolina.  Hence,  by  order  of  Coniwallis, 
Lord  lUwdon  wroie  on  the  24th  of  October  to 
Brigadier-general  Leabe,  who  naa  at  tliat  time  in 
the  Chesapeake,  with  the  force  detached  by  Sir 
Ilenry  Clinton  fur  a  descent  upon  Virginia,  sug- 
gesting  llie  eipedieucy  of  hia  advandug  to  North 
Carolina,  ibr  the  purpose  of  cooperation  with 
Comwallis,  who  feared  to  proceed  far  from  South 
Carolina,  lest  it  should  be  again  in  insurrection. 

In  the  mean  time  hie  lordship  took  post  at 
TViunsboTough.  It  \iaa  a  ccntnd  position,  where 
he  might  cover  the  coimtry  from  partisan  incur- 
sions, olitain  forage  and  suppUds,  and  await  the 
cooperation  of  General  Leslie. 


CHAPTER  XV. 

Hirion.  — Hii  Chuncter.  —  Bjd  Namea.  —  Baunta.  — Tiu1«- 
ton  m  qucM  of  Him.  —  Sumter  on  the  Viral  Side  of  tiio 
Saalee.— His  Airsirwith  Tulelon  al  Block  Slock  Eilt. — 
G«lM«t  QUlilmraugh.  — Hifi  DomeBlic  Miiifartunei — Ar- 
rival of  Gteene.  —  His  Contuilerala  Coaduct.  —  CiBles  re- 

lira  tn  his  Eaute.  —  Condllinn  of  the  Aniiy SlralaKem 

of  Colonel  WuliinglOD  U  Clermoat.  —  Uurf^an  deUclicd 
to  rhe  Diitriet  of  Ninety -lijt.  —  Greene  posts  liiinsclf  on 
the  Peilee. 

BHK  victorj  at  King's  Mountain  had  set 
r  the  jiartisun  spirit  throughout  the  coon- 
iu  a  blaze.  Francis  AIorioD  waa 
1  ill  the  field.  He  had  been  made  a  brigfidier- 
geoeni!  by  Governor  Rutledge,  hut  his  brigade, 
u  it  was  called,  was  formed  of  neiglibors  and 
tiends.  and  was  continually  flnctuating  in  num- 
bers. He  was  Dearly  fifty  years  of  age,  and 
smaJl  of  Htntiire.  but  bardy,  healthy,  and  vigorous. 
Brave  but  not  braggart,  never  avoiding  danger, 
but  never  rashly  seeking  iL  Tacituru  and  ab- 
Btvniiouft:  a  strict  cUsciplinarian ;  careful  of  the 
lives  of  his  men,  but  little  tniudful  of  his  own 
life.  Just  in  his  dealings,  free  front  everything 
lelfish  or  mercenary,  and  incapable  of  a  mean- 
neu.  He  had  his  haunts  and  etrongholda  in  the 
morasses  i>f  the  Pedee  and  Black  Kivers.  Hia 
men  were  hardy  and  abstemious  as  himself;  they 
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ate  HuoT  meat  nitboat  salt,  often  subsisted  on  po- 
tstoe«,  vere  icantily  dad,  and  almost  destitale  of 
bUnketa.  UarioD  was  fiitl  of  stratagems  and 
eipedienta.  Salljing  forth  from  his  morasses,  he 
would  ovemu  the  lower  districts,  pass  the  San- 
tee,  beat  op  the  BmaU  poets  in  the  vidnity  of 
Cbarl(«ton,  cat  op  the  communication  between 
that  dty  and  Camden  ;  and  hariog  struck  Bome 
flgnol  blow,  so  ns  to  ronse  the  vengeance  of  the 
enemy,  would  retreat  again  into  his  fenny  &st- 
nesses.  Hence  the  British  gave  him  the  bye 
name  of  the  Stemnp  Fo3^  but  those  of  his  oonn- 
trytnen  wlio  knew  his  courage,  his  loftine«  of 
spirit  aiid  spotless  integrity,  considered  bin)  Lhe 
Bayard  of  lAe  South. 

Tarleton,  who  was  on  duty  in  tliat  part  of  the 
country,  nndertook,  as  he  said,  to  draw  ibe  swamp 
(ox  from  his  cover.  He  accordingly  marched 
cautiously  down  the  east  bauk  of  ttie  Waleree 
with  a  body  nf  dragoons  and  iiifHuIry.  in  compact 
order.  The  fos,  however,  kept  close ;  he  saw 
that  the  enemy  was  too  strong  for  him.  Tarle- 
ton now  changed  his  pUn.  By  dsy  he  broke  up 
his  force  into  fiiiHll  delachmenls  or  patrols,  giving 
them  orders  to  keep  near  enough  to  each  other  lo 
render  niiituiil  support  if  attacked,  and  to  gather 
together  at  night. 

The  arlllice  had  its  effect.  Marion  sallied 
forth  from  his  covert  just  before  daybreak  to 
make  au  attack  u[hiu  one  of  these  detachments, 
when,  to  his  surprise,  he  found  himself  close 
upon  the  British  cump.  Perceiving  the  snare 
that  had  been  spread  for  him,  be  made  a  rapid 
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retreat.  A  close  pursuit  took  place.  For  seven 
boara  MsrioD  was  huuteii  from  ooe  ewntnp  aitil 
fuslne^s  lo  another ;  sevcrnl  stragglers  of  his 
band  were  i^pttired,  anil  TtLrlelou  was  in  atrting 
liupe  of  bringing  him  iDto  action,  when  an  ex- 
press came  spurring  from  Cornwitliis,  culling  for 
ilie  immediate  services  of  himself  and  hiH  dra- 
goons in  Btiolher  qunrler. 

Sumter  was  again  in  the  field  !  That  inde- 
fatigable partiiMn  having  recruited  a  strong  party 
in  the  mountainous  country,  lo  which  he  re- 
treated after  his  defeat  on  the  Wateree,  had  re- 
appeared on  (he  west  side  of  the  Snuiee,  repulsed 
a  British  party  sent  against  him,  killhig  its  leader  ; 
then,  crossing  Broad  River,  had  ejected  ».  junc- 
tion with  colonels  Clurk  and  Braniian,  and  now 
meonced  the  British  posts  iu  the  district  of 
Ninety-Six. 

Il  was  to  disperse  this  head  of  partisan  war 
that  Tarleton  was  called  off*  from  beleaguering 
Uarion.  Advaueing  with  his  accustomed  celer- 
ity, he  thought  to  surprise  Sumter  on  the  Enoree 
lUver.  A  deserter  apprised  the  tatter  of  his  dan- 
ger. Ue  puslied  across  the  river,  but  was  hotly 
pursued,  and  his  rear-guai'd  roughly  handled. 
He  now  mode  for  the  Tyger  River,  noted  ibr  tur- 
bulence and  rapidity ;  once  beyond  this,  he  might 
(UsboiHl  his  followers  iu  the  woods.  Tarlelou, 
to  prevent  his  passing  il  unmolested,  spurred  for- 
ward in  advance  of  his  main  body  with  one  hnn- 
dred  and  seventy  dragoons  and  eighty  mounted 
men  of  the  infontry.  Before  five  o'clock  (No- 
Tember   20)    his    advance   guard   overlook    and 


LIFE  OF   WASHINGTOK. 

diarged  the  rear  of  ibe  Americans,  who  relrestoA 
to  the  mnin  body.  Sumler  SDiliiig  it  impossible 
lo  cross  Tyger  River  in  safely,  aud  being  informed 
llial  the  etiemj,  thus  preasiog  upon  him,  were 
without  iofantry  or  cadooii,  took  post  on  Black 
Stock  Hill,  with  a  rirulet  and  rail  fence  in  front, 
the  Tyger  River  in  Ihe  rear  and  on  the  right 
flank,  and  a  Urge  log  barn  oil  the  lel^  Tiie 
bam  was  turned  into  a  fortress,  and  a  pari  of  the 
force  stationed  tn  it  to  fire  through  llie  apertures 
between  tlie  logs. 

TarletoR  halted  on  an  opposite  height  to  await 
the  arrival  of  his  infantry,  and  part  of  his  met) 
dismounted  to  ease  their  horses.  Sumter  BeiKed 
this  tnomenl  for  an  attack.  He  was  driven  back 
afttT  some  sharp  fighting.  The  enemy  pursued, 
but  were  severely  galled  by  the  fire  from  the  log 
bam.  Enraged  at  seeing  his  men  shot  down, 
Tarlelon  charged  with  his  cavalry,  but  found  it 
impossible  to  dislodge  the  Americans  from  their 
rustic  fiiriress.  At  the  approach  of  night  he  fell 
back  lo  join  his  infantry,  leaving  the  ground 
streweil  with  his  killed  and  wounded.  The  lat- 
ter were  treated  with  great  humanity  by  Sumter. 
The  loss  of  the  Americans  was  only  three  killed 
and  four  wounded. 

Sumter,  who  had  received  a  severe  wonnd  in 
the  breast,  remained  several  hours  on  the  fluid  of 
action  :  but,  understanding  the  enemy  would  be 
powerfully  reinforced  in  the  morning,  he  crossed 
the  Tyger  River  in  the  night.  He  was  then 
placed  on  a  litter  between  two  horses,  and  thus 
conducted   across  the  country  by  a  few  faiihliil 
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adhcrenis.  The  rest  of  bis  litile  itrmj  dispersed 
llmmselves  llirougb  the  wouils.  Turlslou,  liuding 
btB  enemy  had  distippesred,  clAJroed  the  credit  of 
a  victory ;  but  tliose  who  cooaidered  the  nflair 
rightly,  declared  that  he  had  received  a  severe 
cbeclc 

While  tile  atteuUon  of  the  enemy  was  ihtis  eii- 
gnged  by  the  eolerprises  of  Siiraler  aud  Alariun 
and  their  swamp  warriors,  G!etieral  Gates  wels 
gathering  together  the  scattered  fragments  of  his 
army  at  Hillsborough.  When  all  were  collected, 
his  whole  force,  exclusive  of  mililia,  did  not  exceed 
fourteen  hundred  men.  It  was,  as  ho  said,  "  rather 
t  shadow  than  a  substance."  Hb  troops,  dis- 
bearlened  by  defeat,  were  io  a  forlorn  stale,  with- 
out clothing,  without  pay,  and  sometimes  without 
provisions.  Destitute  of  tents,  they  constructed 
hovels  of  fence-rails,  poles,  brush-wood,  and  the 
italks  of  Indian  com,  the  officers  furiug  no  better 
than  the  men. 

Ttie  vanity  of  Gates  was  completely  cut  down 
by  his  late  reverses.  He  had  lost,  too,  the  confi- 
dence of  his  officers,  and  was  unable  to  miiintnin 
discipline  among  his  men  ;  who,  through  their 
irregularities,  became  a  terror  to  the  couutry 
people. 

On  the  retreat  of  Comwallie  from  Cliarlotte, 
Gates  advanced  to  that  place  to  make  it  bis  win- 
ter-qnarters.  Uuts  were  ordered  to  be  built,  and 
a  regular  encampment  was  commenced.  Small- 
wood,  with  a  body  of  militia,  was  alntioned  below 
onllie  Catawba  to  guanl  the  rond  leading  ibraugh 
Camden ;  and  further  down  was  posted  Urigiidier- 
general  Morgan,  with  a  corps  of  light  troops. 
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To  add  to  his  depression  of  spirits,  Gfttes  re- 
ceived the  melaucholy  intelligence  of  (lie  death  of 
sn  ouly  «oa,  and,  while  he  whs  jret  writhing  an- 
der  ihe  blow,  came  official  dispatches  infonniDg 
him  af  his  being  superseded  iu  command.  A 
letter  from  Wnshingtou.  we  ore  told,  accompanied 
theto,  sjmpathiziDg  with  him  in  his  domestic  mis- 
fbrtuuc?,  adveiting  with  pecoliar  delicacy  to  his 
revcKes  in  battle,  assuring  him  of  hh  undiialn- 
isbed  confiileuce  in  his  zeal  and  cnpHcity,  and  bis 
readiiiesd  to  give  him  the  command  of  the  left 
wing  of  hb  army  as  soon  as  he  could  make  it 
convenient  to  join  him. 

The  efltct  of  this  letter  was  overpowering. 
Gfiles  was  found  walking  about  his  room  in  the 
greatest  agitation,  pressing  (he  letter  to  bis  lips, 
breaking  forth  into  ejaculations  of  gratitude  aitd 
admiration,  and  when  he  could  Qnd  utterance  to 
his  tbuuglits,  dtM-'lared  that  its  lender  sympathy 
and  coiisiiierale  delicacy  had  conveyed  more  con- 
Bolation  and  delight  to  his  heart  than  he  had  be- 
lieved it  possible  ever  to  have  felt  again.* 

General  Greene  arrived  at  Charlotte,  on  the 
2d  of  December.  On  his  way  from  the  North 
he  had  made  amuigemeuCs  for  supplies  from  the 
different  Staita ;  and  bnd  left  the  Baron  Steuben 
iu  Virginia  to  defend  that  State  and  procure  and 
send  on  reiulbrcements  and  stores  for  the  south- 
ern army.  On  the  day  following  his  arrival, 
Greene  took  formal  command.    The  delicacy  with 
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wbicb  be  conducled  bimself   towarda  his 

predeces.<ior  is  said  to  have  bt^en  " 
iog  to  the  army."  CoDsultiog  wilh  bis  offici-rs 
US  lo  the  court  of  inquiry  od  Ihe  conduct  of  Gen- 
eral Gales,  ordered  by  Corigress,  it  whs  deter- 
mined that  there  wn»  not  a  sufficient  number  of 
geikerel  officers  in  ciimp  to  .■'it  upon  it ;  that  ihe 
!iate  of  Geiierul  Gates'  feelingn,  in  couscijaence 
of  the  death  of  his  sou,  illsquulilied  him  from  en- 
tering upon  Ihe  task  of  his  defense ;  aud  ihal  it 
would  be  indelicate  iu  tbc  extreme  to  press  on 
him  ttn  investigation,  which  bia  honor  wouhl  not 
permit  him  to  defer.  Beside,  ikdded  Greene,  liis 
is  a  cose  of  misfoi'tutie,  and  the  most  honorable 
coarse  to  be  pursued,  both  with  regard  to  Gen- 
eral Gates  aud  the  govemmeut,  h  lo  make  such 
representalbns  as  may  oblaiu  a  revision  of  the 
order  of  Congresa  directing  su  inquiry  into  hb 
ooodoct.      In  this  opinion  all  present  concurred. 

Gates,  in  fact,  when  iuformod  in  the  most  del- 
icate manner  of  the  order  of  Congress,  was  urgent 
&bL  a  court  of  inquiry  should  be  immediately 
CDUTened  ;  he  acknowledged  there  was  some  im- 
portant evidence  that  could  not  at  present  be 
procured  ;  but  be  relied  on  the  honor  aud  justice 
of  tlie  court  to  make  allowance  for  the  deficiency. 
He  was  ultimately  brouglit  to  acquiesce  iu  the  de- 
dsion  of  the  council  of  war  for  the  postpooetQent, 
but  declared  that  he  could  not  think  of  serving 
uodl  the  matter  should  have  been  properly  in- 
vestigated.  He  determined  to  pass  the  interim 
oil  his  ealale  iu  Virginia.  Greene,  iu  a  letter  to 
Wiishiugtou  (December  7th)  writes :    "  General 
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Gates  Mts  out  to-morrow  for  the  northirard. 
Uaof  officers  thiak  very  faTDrablj*  of  his  conduct, 
and  that,  irhenerer  an  mqairy  lakes  plnce,  he 
mil  bonorablj  acqnit  Inmself." 

The  kind  and  coiuideraie  conduct  of  Greene 
on  the  present  oocasioa,  completely  subdued  the 
heart  of  Gates.  The  coldness,  if  not  ill-will, 
with  which  he  had  hitherto  regarded  Lim.  was  nt 
an  end.  and,  in  all  his  snbse^jiient  coirespondenre 
with  him,  he  addressed  him   in  I^rms  of  aifeo- 

We  take  pleasure  in  Doting  the  generons  oon- 
duct  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  tow- 
ards Gates.  It  was  in  session  when  be  arrived 
at  Richmond.  "  Those  fiithers  of  the  eommou- 
wealth."  writes  Colonel  H.  Lee,  in  his  memoirs, 
*-  appointed  a  committee  of  their  l)ody  to  wait  on 
the  vanquished  general,  aud  assure  him  of  thrar 
high  regard  and  esteem,  that  their  remembtanoe 
of  his  former  glorious  services  was  never  to  be 
obliterated  by  any  reverse  of  fortune;  but,  ever 
mindful  of  his  great  merit,  they  would  omit  no 
opportunity  of  testifying  to  the  world  the  grati- 
tude which  Virginia,  as  a  meml>er  of  the  Amer- 
ican Union,  ow^  to  him  in  his  military  character." 

Gales  was  sensibly  afTected  aud  comforted  by 
this  kind  reception,  and  retired  with  a  lightened 
heart  to  his  farm  in  Berkeley  County. 

The  whole  force  at  Charlotte,  when  Greene 
look  command,  did  not  much  exceed  twenty-three 
hundre<i  men,  and  more  than  half  of  them  were 
militia.  It  hod  been  broken  in  spirit  by  the  re- 
cent defeat.     The  officers  hud  fiitlcu  into  habits 
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of  Degligence :  the  soldiers  were  loose  aii<l  <Iia- 
orderl/,  without  leuts  uud  oimp  equii)age  ;  ImiIIj' 
clothed  and  fmX,  and  prone  to  relieve  their  ne- 
cessities by  depredating  upon  the  inhabitants. 
Greene's  letters  written  at  the  time,  abound  with 
mililarj  aphorisms  suggested  by  the  squalid  scene 
arouiid  him.  "  There  must  be  either  priiie  or 
principle,'*  s^d  he,  "  to  make  a  soldier.  No  man 
wfll  think  himself  bound  to  fight  the  battles  of 
a  State  that  leaves  him  perishing  for  wont  of  cov- 
ering ;  nor  can  you  inspire  a  soldier  with  the 
icntimeut  of  pride,  while  his  situation  renders 
him  ui  object  of  pity,  rather  than  of  eovy. 
Good  feeling  is  the  first  priucipie  of  good  ser- 
vioe.  It  is  im|Ni9slb!e  to  preserve  iliscipline 
where  troops  are  in  want  of  everj'thiiig  —  to 
attempt  severity  will  only  thin  the  ranks  by  a 
more  hasty  desertion." 

The  state  of  the  country  in  which  he  was  to 
»ct  was  equally  discouraging.  "  It  is  so  exten- 
■ive,"  said  he,  "and  the  powers  of  government 
w  weak,  [hat  everybody  does  an  he  plc-ases.  The 
inhabitants  are  much  divided  in  their  political 
WDlimentB.  and  the  wbigs  and  tones  pursue  each 
other  with  little  less  than  savage  fury.  The  back 
couatry  people  are  bold  and  daring ;  but  thu 
pM>ple  upon  the  sea-shore  are  sickly,  and  but  in- 
different militia." 

"  War  liere,"  observes  he  in  another  letter,  ••  is 
upon  a  rery  different  scale  to  what  it  is  at  tlie 
northwanl.  It  is  a  plain  business  there.  The 
feogr^hy  of  the  conntry  reduces  iis  operations 
to  two  or  three  pouts.     But  here  it  is  every- 
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where  ;  snii  ibe  countiy  is  so  fall  of  de^  rirers 
ani]  impnusable  creeka  and  swsmps,  thai  jon  ttra 
always  liable  to  misfortunes  of  a  capital  natnre. 

The  whigs  and  tone*."  adds  he.  "  are  contin- 
iinlly  out  in  small  parties,  and  all  the  middle 
counUy  is  so  di&afiecled,  that  you  cnunot  lay  in 
llie  most  trifling  magazine,  or  send  a  wagoD 
through  the  couolry  with  the  least  article  of 
stores  withont  a  guard." 

A  rec«nt  exploit  had  given  some  animalioD  lo 
thd  troa|w.  Lieu  tenant -colon  el  Washington,  de- 
tached with  a  troop  of  light  horse  to  check  a  fcir- 
oging  party  of  the  enemy,  scoured  the  country 
wittiin  thirteen  miles  of  Camden.  Here  be 
fiiund  a  body  of  loyalist  mili^  strongly  posted 
at  Clermont,  the  seat  of  Colonel  Rugeley.  their 
Uiry  eoumander.  They  had  ensconced  them- 
ftelves  in  a  large  bam,  built  of  logs,  and  bad  for- 
tifit^l  it  by  a  slight  intrenchment  and  a  line  of 
nlutis.  To  attack  it  with  cavalry  was  uselew. 
Colonel  Washington  dismounted  part  of  his  troop* 
lo  appear  like  infantry  ;  placed  on  two  wagon- 
wheeb  the  trunk  of  n  pine-tree,  shaped  and 
painted  to  look  like  a  field-pieoe,  brought  it  to 
tiour  u[Hiti  the  enemy,  and,  displaying  his  cavalry, 
sent  ill  It  flag  aummoning  the  garrison  to  sorren- 
der  instantly,  on  jMun  of  having  their  log  castle 
battered  about  their  ears.  The  garrison,  to  the 
number  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  men,  with 
Colonel  Uugeley  at  their  head,  gave  themselves 
up  prisoners  of  war.'  Comwallis.  mentioning 
the  ludicrous  aflitir  in  a  letter  to  Tarlelon,  adds 
1  Williuiu'  NairatlTe. 
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Bitrcafticdly  ;  "  Rugelej  will  not  be  made  a  brig- 
aJier."  Tlie  unlucky  colonel  neyer  Bgnin  ap- 
peal^ in  unni. 

The  first  care  of  General  Greene  waa  lo  reor- 
ganize his  anny.  He  went  to  work  ijuietly  but 
reMlulrly  :  called  no  couucils  of  wiir  ;  wmmuiii- 
cateJ  his  plans  aud  intentions  to  few,  and  such 
only  us  were  able  and  willing  lo  aid  iu  enecuting 
ihem.  "  If  1  cannot  inspire  respect  and  confi- 
dence by  an  independent  conduct,''  eaid  he,  "It 
will  be  impossible  U>  instill  ilisdpline  and  order 
uuoug  the  troops.''  His  eHbrts  were  guucesafnl ; 
The  army  soon  began  to  assume  what  he  termed 
a  miliiary  complexion. 

He  was  equally  studious  lo  promote  harmony 
unong  his  officers,  of  whom  a  u umber  were 
young,  gallant,  and  intelligent.  It  was  his  de- 
light to  have  them  at  Itis  genial  but  simple  table, 
where  parade  and  restraint  were  liariished,  and 
pleasant  and  instmclive  conversation  was  pro- 
iDoted ;  which,  next  lo  reading,  was  his  great 
enjoyment.  The  manly  benignity  of  his  man- 
ners diffused  itself  round  his  board,  and  a  com- 
mon sentiment  of  affection  for  their  chief  united 
the  young  men  iu  a  kind  uf  iirollierhood. 

Finding  tlie  country  round  Cliarloite  exhausted 
by  repeated  forugings,  he  aeparated  the  army  into 
tvo  divisions.  One,  about  one  thousand  strong, 
was  commanded  by  Brigadier-general  Morgan,  of 
rifle  renown,  and  was  composed  of  four  hundred 
eontinenlBl  infantry,  under  Lieutenant-colonel 
HownH  of  the  Slaryland  line,  two  companies  of 
Virginia  militia  under  Captains  Tripplet  aud  Tate, 
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beeo  sent  lo  St.  Augustine,  and  others  are  to 
follow.  The  euemy  have  lintiged  mnny  puople, 
who,  from  fear,  or  the  iinpracticabilily  of  reniov- 
iDg.  had  received  protections  or  given  paroles, 
uid  from  atiacbmeut  to,  had  aderwards  lakeo 
part  wiih  us.     They  have  burnt  a. 


of  houaes.  and  turned 
good  fortune,  with  their  chitdt 
husbands  or  parents,  from  an  um 
the  enemy,  had  left)  almost  niikt 
Tlieir  craelty  Hiid  the  dbtrei^ses 
indeed  beyond  descripIJou.  I  en 
lency.  therefore,  seriously 


1,  formerly  of 
(whom  their 
li[jgnesa  to  join 
n to  the  woods- 
the  people  are 
your  Excel- 
t happy 


StalM  of  South  Carolina  and  G<»rgia ;  and  I  rely 
OD  your  buniHuily  and  your  knowledge  of  their 
importance  to  the  Union,  for  such  speedy  and  ef- 
fectual su|iport,as  may  compel  the  enetny  to  evac- 
e  every  part  of  these  countries."  ^ 

Corrapondi^nte  of  (Ac  Rtm^iiim,  iii.  1S8. 
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ft  FwogD  Ub.  — IbmaafCMiMt  L 


CMMtntMB  if  ibi  Smm. 

J  HE  ocoffiVDoeB  rewwJnd  in  the  Im*  few 
chapters  mtAe  Vasln^Ma  appcchend  ft 
da^  entfae  put  of  the  ene«f  tacanj 
theMraBoTwintoibeSaatbenSutM.    Om- 


e  of  Bkilttarj  at- 
Gun,  Iw  deeply  Ui  An  actOBl  nupotancy  «f  bu 


In  ft  letter  to  FemUIb,  «b>  ww  nunitcr- 
pleaipoCefttiHy  fti  Hm  eovt  of  TeraaiDes,  ba 
strao^7  expnsMs  hai  cbftgrin.  *  tHrmffoiuteA 
'  fi*iswft  of  Ptend  trocp«.  bMt  aors 


me  tbe  pivot  i^oa  wUch  vfefythnig  iiiinijl,  wt 
hftTo  bnft  iwiftpMBftd  to  spcod  an  oMcttTe  T"=f . 
aAer  a  fiaUntiug   proaprct  at  the  opening  of  it. 


on  our  pHrt.  Lnllerly,  we  bave  been  obligtd  to 
become  spectators  of  a  succession  of  deluclimciils 
from  the  array  nt  New  York  in  aid  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis,  wbile  our  oaral  wenkness,  and  the  politiciil 
ilisitolution  of  a  great  part  of  our  army,  put  it  out 
of  our  power  to  counteract  ihem  at  the  southward 
or  to  take  advantage  of  them  here." 

The  last  uf  these  detachments  to  tl>e  South 
took  place  on  llie  ZOth  of  December,  but  was  iiot 
destined,  ea  Wnshioglon  bad  supposed,  for  Carolina. 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  received  iuformaiion  that 
the  troope  already  mentioned  as  being  under  Gen- 
eral Leslie  ui  the  Chespenke,  had,  by  ordera  from 
Corowallis,  sailed  for  Charleston,  to  reinforce  his 
krdship;  and  ibis  detachment  was  to  lake  ibeir 
place  in  Virgiuia.  It  was  composed  of  British, 
German,  and  refugee  troops,  about  seventeen  hun- 
dred strong,  and  was  commanded  by  Benedict  Ar- 
nold, now  a  brigadier-general  iri  His  Majesty's  ser- 
vice. Sir  Henry  Clinton,  who  distrusted  the 
fidelity  of  the  man  he  had  corrupt«(l,  seut  with 
him  colonels  Dutulas  and  Simeoe,  experienced  of- 
ficers, by  whose  advice  he  was  to  be  guided  in 
every  important  measure.  He  was  to  make  an 
incursion  into  Virginia,  destroy  the  public  miiga- 
lines,  assemble  and  arm  the  loyalists,  and  hold 
himself  ready  to  cooperate  with  Lord  Cornwallis. 
Be  embarked  his  troops  in  a  fleet  of  small  vessels, 
and  departed  on  his  enterprise  animated  by  the 
raocoiouB  spirit  of  a  renegade,  and  prepared,  as 
he  vaunted,  to  give  the  Americans  a  blow  "  that 
wonld  make  the  whole  cootineni  shake."  We 
BboU  speak  of  his  expedition  hereaAer. 
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As  'Washington  beheld  one  hosUle  armainent 
after  another  wingiog  its  way  to  the  South,  and 
received  applications  Trom  that  quarter  for  assist- 
ance, which  he  had  not  the  means  to  furnish,  it 
bemnie  painfully  apparent  to  him,  that  the  efforts 
to  carry  on  the  war  hod  exceeded  the  natural 
capabilities  of  the  country.  Its  widely  dtfTused 
population  and  the  composition  and  temper  of  BOme 
of  its  people,  rendered  it  difficult  to  draw  together 
its  resources.  Commerce  was  almost  extinct ; 
there  was  not  suflidcnt  natural  wcallh  on  which 
to  found  ft  revenue ;  paper  currency  had  depre- 
ciated through  want  of  funds  for  its  redemption, 
until  it  was  nearly  worthless.  The  mode  of  supply- 
ing the  army  by  assessing  a  proportion  of  the 
pritductions  of  the  earth,  had  proved  inelTectual, 
oppressive,  and  productive  of  an  alarming  op- 
position. Domestic  loons  yielded  but  trifling  araist- 
ance.  The  patience  of  the  army  was  nearly  ex- 
hausted :  the  people  were  dissatisfied  with  the 
mode  of  supporting  the  war,  and  there  was  reasoo 
to  apprehend,  that,  under  the  pressure  of  im- 
poeitioiis  of  a  new  and  odious  kind,  they  might 
imagine  they  had  only  exchanged  one  kind  of 
tyranny  for  another. 

We  give  but  a  few  of  many  conudenitioiiB 
which  Washington  was  continually  ui-ging  upon 
the  attention  of  Congress  in  his  full  and  perspic- 
uous manner ;  the  end  of  which  was  to  enforce 
his  opinion  that  a  foreign  loan  was  indispensably 
necessary  to  a  continuance  of  the  war. 

His  earnest  oauitsels  aud  entreaties  were  at 
length  successful  iu  determining  Congress  to  seek 
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ud  both  in  men  nnil  monej'  from  abroad.  Ac- 
cordingly, on  the  28th  of  December  tliey  comrais- 
tioned  Lieuienaut-colonel  John  LaureiiB,  speeiiil 
minister  at  ilie  court  of  Versailles,  to  apply  for 
such  aid.  The  Bituation  he  had  held,  as  aide-de- 
camp  to  the  commander-in-chief,  hail  given  him 
an  opportunily  of  observing  the  coarse  of  affairs, 
Mid  acquHinting  himself  with  the  wants  and  re- 
Bouroee  of  the  country  \  and  he  was  iuatructed  to 
confer  with  Washington,  previous  to  hia  depart- 
ure, as  to  the  objects  of  his  mission.  Not  con- 
tent with  impressing  him  verbally  with  his  poliey, 
■Wsahington  gave  him  n  letter  of  instructions  for 
his  goTernnienl,  and  to  be  used  as  occasion  might 
reiiuire.  In  this  he  advised  him  to  solicit  a  loan 
sufficiently  large  to  be  a  foundation  for  substantial 
ammgemente  of  finance,  to  revive  public  credit, 
and  give  vigor  to  future  operations ;  iieit  to  a 
loan  of  money,  a  naval  force  was  to  be  desired, 
sufficient  to  maintain  a  constant  superioiity  on 
Uie  American  coosl;  also  additional  succor  in 
troops.  In  a  word,  a  means  of  cooperation  by 
Ka  and  land,  with  purse  and  sword,  competent  by 
n  decided  effort  to  attain,  once  for  all.  tlie  great 
objects  of  the  alliance,  the  liberty  and  independ- 
ence of  the  United  States. 

He  was  to  show,  at  the  same  time,  the  ample 
means  possesse<l  by  the  nation  to  repay  the  loan, 
from  its  comparative  freedom  from  debt,  and  its 
vast  and  valuable  tracts  of  unsettled  lands,  the 
variety  and  fertility  of  its  climates  and  soils,  and 
its  advantages  of  every  kind  for  a  lucrative  com- 
merce, and  rapid  increase  of  population  ai>d  pros- 
perity. 
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Smw  kd  CobonI  iMOKma  been  appoiDted  to 

dw  HiMm,  wktM  a  pUBlU  oeauTence  proved 

t  Beeoi^  tf  the  leqoired  Md. 


lit  am,  lad  ^oib  of  tfaeaial 

•: -^  rtowlF  dMk^  bAr  fad,  md  1 

:^h»  ba,  ''^^h  of  tk^  not  hsTng  re- 

k  laper  dattir  br  anr  t««he  nKwths; 

;   tnU,   Is  driftag 
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How  strongly  are  here  depicted  the  trials  to 
whiuli  the  Mildiers  of  the  Revolution  were  con- 
tJDualljr  subjected.  But  the  Penn  sylvan  in  line 
bad  lui  ailditioaal  ^evance  peculiar  to  theiu- 
telves.  Kluny  of  them  had  enlisted  to  serve  "  for 
Uiree  yeurs,  or  during  war,"  that  ia  to  say,  for 
leas  than  three  years  shoald  the  war  cease  in  less 
time.  When,  howcTer,  having  served  for  three 
years,  tfaey  sought  their  discharge,  the  officers, 
loth  to  lose  such  experieneed  soldiers,  interpreted 
the  terms  of  enlistnient  tw  mean  three  years,  or 
lo  the  end  of  the  war,  should  it  oiDtiuue  fur  a 
Ignger   time. 

^^  This  chicanery  ualanilly  produced  great  fias- 
^K.  peralion.  It  wus  heightened  by  ihe  conduct  of 
^^K  ■  deputiition  from  Pennsylvania,  which,  while  it 
^V  left  veteran  troops  unpaid,  distributed  gold  by 
baudfuls  among  raw  six-iuonth  levies,  whose  lime 
was  expiring,  as  houutiea  on  their  rei-nlisting  for 

•      The  first  day  of  the  New  Year  arrived.     The 
Den  were  excited  by  an  extra  allowance  of  ar- 
deut  spirits.     In  the  evening,  at  a.  preconcerted 
Bignal,  a  great  part  of  tlie  Peuusylvitnia  line,  non- 
commisBioned  ulRcerB  included,  turned  out  under 
arms,  declaring  their  intcution  to  march  to  Phil- 
adelphia,   and  demand    redress    from    Congress. 
^^  Wayne  cndearoreil  to  pacify  them ;  they  were  uo 
^^L  longer  tu  be  puciliei]  by  wonls.     He  cocked  bis 
^^E  pistol ;  in  an  instant  their  bayoneU  were  at  his 
^^1  Imast.     **  We  love,  we  respect  you,"  cried  they, 
^^K  "  but  yott  are  a  dead  man  if  you  fire.     Do  not 
^^M  mistake  as ;  we  are  not  going  to  the  enemy ;  were 
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ibcjBttv  io«Mie  aat,7(«  wooU  aee  n  liglu  vd- 


Their  Ibreat  m*  not  an  idle  one.  In  an  U- 
lempt  lo  ni^ms  the  BHtiBj  dtera  ma  a  Uooclf 
itfnf .  in  wUdi  nnnibera  w(9«  woooded  on  botb 
rides,  among  whom  were  sereral  offieen.  One 
captain  was  killed. 

Three  laments  wbicb  hwl  taken  do  part  io 
the  mntiay  were  jiaraded  under  their  uSkera. 
The  matiiteers  conpeDed  lh«n  to  join  ifacar 
ranks.  Their  number  being  increaBed  to  about 
thirteen  hundred,  they  seized  apoo  nx  fi^-pieeea, 
ami  set  oat  in  the  night  for  Fhiladelpbia  under 
comnuuiil  of  their  sei^eouta. 

Fearing  the  enemj  might  take  advantage  of 
thid  oatbreak.  ^'urue  detadied  a  J>;rsey  brigwle 
to  Chatham,  and  ordered  llie  militia  to  be  called 
ont  tber&  Ahinu  Sees  were  kimlted  apou  die 
bills ;  alarm  guns  boomed  from  post  to  post ;  the 
couiitrjr  was  boon  on  the  alert 

Wayue  was  twl  "  Mad  Anthony  "  on  the  pres- 
ent occasion.  AH  iaa  measures  were  taken  with 
judgment  and  forecasL  He  «ent  provisions  afti'r 
tlie  mutineers,  test  they  shonld  BU|iply  their  wants 
from  tlte  country  people  by  force.  Two  officers 
of  rank  s^mrred  to  PUiktdelplua.  to  apprbe  Con- 
gress of  the  approach  of  tlie  insot^uts,  anil  put 
it  upon  its  guard.  Wayne  sent  a  dispatch  with 
news  of  the  outbreak  to  Washington ;  he  then 
monnted  his  horse,  and  accompanied  by  Coloueb 
Bntler  and  Stewart,  two  ottic«n  popular  with  the 

nHw-y  JUagir  £knr.  p.  Si. 
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Iroops,  set  off  after  tlie  mutineers,  either  to  bring 
them  to  a.  hult,  or  U>  keep  with  tliem,  and  seek 
every  occasion  to  exert  a  fiivorable  influence  over 

Wttshinglon  received  Wayne's  letter  at  hia  head- 
quarters at  New  Wiudsor  on  the  3d  of  jHimiu-y. 
His  first  impulse  was  to  set  out  at  once  for  tLe 
inaurgeut  camp.  Secoud  thoughts  showed  the  im- 
policy of  such  a  move.  Before  he  could  overtake 
the  tnutiueers,  they  would  either  have  relumed  to 
their  duty,  or  their  affair  would  be  iu  the  hauds  of 
Congress.  IIow  far,  loo,  could  his  own  troops  be 
kfi  with  safety,  distressed  as  they  were  for  elolb- 
ing  and  provisions  ?  Beside,  the  navigation  of  the 
Hudsou  was  still  open;  should  auy  disalTectioii 
appear  in  the  aeighboriug  garrisoa  of  Weet  Point 
thu  British  might  soud  up  an  expedition  from  New 
York  lo  lake  advantage  of  iL  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, he  determined  to  contiuue  al  New 
WiuilBor. 

He  wrote  lo  Wayne,  however,  approving  of  his 
iateution  to  keep  with  the  iroops,  and  improve 
every  favorable  interval  of  passion.  His  letter 
breathes  that  paiernal  spirit  with  which  he  watched 
aver  the  array ;  and  that  admirable  moderation 
mingled  with  discipline  with  which  lie  managed 
and  moulded  their  wayward  moods.  "  Opposition," 
uid  be,  "  OS  it  did  not  succeed  in  the  fii'st  instance, 
eaiiuot  be  effectual  while  ihe  meu  remain  together, 
but  will  keep  alive  reseutinent,  and  may  lempt 
them  to  turn  about  and  go  iu  a  body  to  tlie 
enemy ;  who,  by  their  emissaries,  will  use  every 
ti^raeut  and  means  in  their  power  lo  persuade 
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tliem  that  it  is  tlieir  on\j  nsylam ;  which  if  ibej 
fliid  their  passnge  stopped  at  the  Dehiwnre,  and 
henr  [|jat  the  Jersey  militia  are  collecting  in  their 
rear,  they  intty  think  but  too  probaUle.  I  would, 
therefore,  recommetid  it  to  you  to  cross  the  Dela- 
ware with  them,  draw  from  them  what  Ihey  con- 
ceive to  be  their  principnl  grievances,  ami  proin- 
iae  raillifully  to  represent  to  Congress  and  lo  ihe 
Slate  the  substance  of  them,  and  endeavor  to  obtain 
B  redress.  \i  Ihcy  could  be  stopped  Hi  Bristol  or 
Germanlown,  the  better.  I  look  upon  it,  that  if 
you  can  bring  them  to  a  negotiation,  matters  may 
be  Afterwardei  accommodated  ;  but  that  an  attempt  ' 
lo  reduce  them  by  force  will  either  drive  them  to 
the  enemy,  or  dissipate  them  in  such  a  manner 
that  they  will  never  be  recovered." 

How  clearly  one  reads  in  this  letter  that  tern- 
perate  and  magnanimous  spirit  which  moved  over     i 
the  troubled  waters  of  the  Revolution,  allayed  the 
fury  of  the  storms,  and  conlrollcd  everything  into 

pi,».  , 

Having  visited  the  Highland  posts  of  the  Hud- 
son,   and    satisfied  himself  of  the    fidelity    of  the 
garrisons,   Washington    ordered    a  detaclimenl  of     ( 
eleven  hundred  men  lo  be  ready  to  inarch  at  a     i 
moment's    warning.       General    Knox,    also,  was     1 
dispatched  by  bim  to  the  Eastern  Stales,  to  rep-     ,{ 
resent  lo  their  governments  the  alarming  crifis     ^ 
produced  by  a  iong  neglect  of  the  subsistence  of 
the  army,  and  to  urge  them  to  send   on  immedi- 
ately muuey,  clothing,  niid  other  supplies  for  their 
respective  lines. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  Washington  had  npjire- 
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heuded,  Sir  Henrj  CliutoD  rec«ve<i  iuiellisKiice 
U  New  York  of  Ibe  mutiny,  sml  LiUileiitnl  to 
profit  bj  it.  Eraiasariea  were  dispaiclieil  to  Uie 
camp  of  tlie  mutineers  liulitiug  oiU  offers  of  pur- 
don,  prohx'lion,  aiid  umple  jNiy,  iT  lliey  wuuld  re- 
turn to  llieir  allegiaDce  to  the  crown.  On  ibe  4i1i 
of  JftDOMFj,  Dlibougli  the  raiu  poiireil  io  lorreuis, 
troops  and  cuiuou  were  burrit^l  ou  board  of  ves- 
teb  of  every  deacripiion,  uud  trmisportMl  to  Staleu 
Islaod,  Sir  Uenry  accompaiiyiug  lliem.  There 
tbey  were  to  be  held  in  reodiue-ss,  either  lo  land 
at  Amboy  in  the  Jerseys,  should  the  revohers  be 
drawn  in  that  direction,  or  to  make  a  dash  at 
Wwt  Poial,  efaoulJ  tlie  departure  of  Wa^hliiglou 
leave  ttial  poet  assailable. 

Geueral  Wayne  and  lib  compatiions,  coloiiels 
Butler  and  Stewnrt,  hod  overlakeu  liie  iiisur^retit 
troops  on  llie  3d  of  Juuuary,  at  Middlebrook. 
They  were  proceeding  in  niililnry  form,  under  the 
coDtrol  of  a  aelf-conaliluled  board  of  sergeanla 
whose  orders  were  impHcitly  obeyed.  A  aergeant* 
major,  who  had  formerly  deserted  from  the  british 
array,  had  the  geueral  couiimiud, 

Conferences  were  held  by  Wayne  with  ser- 
geauts  delegated  from  each  regiment.  They  ap- 
lieared  to  be  satislied  with  the  mode  and  promises 
of  redreas  held  out  to  them :  but  the  main  body  of 
the  mutineers  persisted  in  revolt,  and  proeeeiledou 
ibe  next  day  to  Princeton,  Wayne  hoped  they 
might  eonlinue  further  ou,  and  wuuld  glmJIy  have 
»eeo  them  acroHS  the  Delaware,  beyond  the  influ- 
ence of  the  enemy ;  hut  their  leaders  cluug  to 
Princeton,  lest  iu  furtber  luovementa  they  might 
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Dof   be  able   li> 

Their  proceedtagt 

tarf  fbnns  were  MiliifaMrTedi  Ui^  ol 
kwler^  bekind  wbQ  loibe  people  of  tl 
aaA  iUBBMlliil  no  i  inwn 

G«Mnd  WojiK  ud  eoUwofa  Batler  ■ 
an  maanied  wiili  ibem  in  an  eqninxal  | 
popolar,  but  wilboai  ootboritj,  and  i 
durance.  The  inanrgents  iwofoaed 
Mill  read)'  to  march  ander  them 
enemy,  but  would  pennit  nooe  otber  i 
fonner  officers  to  come  among  ibem.  Tbe  Mar- 
quU  de  Laliifetle,  General  Sl  Clair,  and  Coloacd 
Laureua,  tbe  oewl^'Sppuiiiled  mioiaier  to  France, 
Brnreil  at  the  camp  aud  were  admitted ;  but 
tdierwards  were  ordered  away  at  a  short  ootice. 

The  uewB  of  the  revolt  caused  great  constema* 
tiou  in  PUiladelpkia.  A  committee  of  Congress 
set  off  lo  meet  ihe  insar^nt^,  awuaipanied  b;  Beed, 
the  president  of  PeoDJj'ivaQia^  Bod  oue  or  two 
other  officers,  and  escorted  by  a  city  troop  of 
liorse.  The  oumrailtee  hailed  at  Treutoo,  whence 
President  Reed  wrote  to  Wayne  requeeiing  a  per- 
Boiitd  interview  at  four  o'clock  iu  the  afternoon,  at 
four  miles'  distance  from  Priiiceloo.  Wayiie  was 
moreover  told  to  inform  the  troops,  that  he  (Beed) 
would  be  tbere  to  receive  any  propoeicioiis  from 
Ibem,  aud  redress  any  injuries  they  might  have 
■uBtuined ;  but  thai  after  tbe  indignities  they  had 
offered  U>  tlie  marquis  aud  General  St,  Clair,  be 
COQid  not  venture  to  put  himself  in  their  power. 

Wayne,  knowing  that  ihc  tetter  was  iuteuded 
for  bin  troops  more  than  for  himself,  read  it  pob- 
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licly  on  the  parade.  It  had  a  good  efTect  upon  the 
sergeants  nud  many  of  the  men.  Tlie  idea  that 
the  president  of  their  State  aliould  have  to  leave 
llie  Beat  of  government  and  sloop  to  treat  willi 
them,  touched  their  sectional  pride  and  their  tiome 
feelings.  They  gathered  round  the  horsL-inan  who 
hud  brought  tlie  letter,  and  inquired  anxiously 
wlieiher  President  Reed  was  unkindly  disposed 
towards  ihem ;  iiitimaliog  privately  their  dislike 
to  the  buaiuess  in  which  they  were  engaged. 

Still,  it  was  not  thought  prudent  for  President 
Beed  to  trust  himwlf  within  their  cnnip.  Wayne 
promised  to  meet  hira  on  the  following  day  (7th), 
though  it  seemed  uncertain  whether  he  waa  mus- 
ter of  himself,  or  whether  he  was  not  a  kind  of 
prisoner.  Tidings  had  just  been  received  of  the 
movetaents  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  of  tempting 
overtures  he  iatendcd  to  make,  and  it  was  feared 
the  men  might  listen  to  them.  Three  of  the  light 
boree  were  sent  in  the  direction  of  Anib-iy  to 
keep  a  iook-out  for  any  landiiig  of  the  enemy. 

At  this  critical  juncture,  two  of  Sir  Henry's 
emisanries  aiTived  in  the  camp,  and  delivered  to 
the  leaders  uf  the  malcoatents,  a  paper  containing 
his  seductive  proposals  and  promises.  The  mu- 
tineers, thungh  openly  arrayed  in  arms  against 
ibeir  government,  spurned  at  tlie  idea  of  turning 
"  Arnolds,"  as  they  termed  it.  The  emiB^aries  were 
seized  and  conducted  to  General  Wayne,  who 
placed  tliem  in  confinemeut,  promising  that  they 
should  be  Uberated,  should  the  pending  uegotia* 
tion  fail. 

This    incident  had  a  great  effect  in  inspiring 
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hoft  of  Ibe  alri— le  kjaitj  vl  U«  iroc^;  utd 
Ike  Gtvonble  npraotfMMM  of  the  temper  of  ihs 
■Ma,  maie  bf  Genod  Va^ne  in  >  personBl  in- 
wrrieir,  detnrnioed  Pmident  Be«d  to  veniare 
■nKmg  th«m.  The  oonseqaencies  of  their  deser- 
tioa  to  ibe  eoemj  were  too  aUrming  to  be  risked. 
**  1  tu«e  bat  one  life  to  ItMC,"  mid  be,  "  and  mj 
couBtrj  lias  the  fini  daita  10  it."  ^ 

Aa  he  approBched  Princelon  with  his  suite,  be 
foODd  guards  regularlv  poeited,  wlio  turned  out 
Biid  snlutcd  bim  in  mililiuy  stjle.  The  wbute 
line  WB?  drawn  out  under  luita  near  ttje  coIIt:ge, 
nnil  (lie  arlillerj'  oti  tlie  point  of  firing  a  salute. 
He  prevented  it,  lest  it  should  nlHrm  the  couotrj'. 
It  WHS  a  hard  task  for  him  la  ride  along  tite  line 
as  if  reTtewiiig  Iruops  reguioi^j'  orgnnixed ;  but 
the  crisis  required  aome  sacrifice  of  tbe  kind. 
The  sergeants  were  nil  in  the  place)  of  their  re- 
spective officers,  and  saluted  the  president  as  he 
pas^  ;  never  vrere  mutineers  more  orderly  and 
decorous. 

The  proposiliotts  now  offered  to  the  troops 
were :  To  discharge  all  those  who  had  enlbted 
indefiailely  for  three  years  or  during  the  war; 
the  fact  to  be  inquired  into  by  three  comiiiission- 
ers  appointed  by  the  execiitit'e  —  where  the  orig- 
inal enlistment  could  not  be  produced  in  evidence, 
the  oulh  of  the  soldier  to  suffice. 

To  give  immetliale  certificates  for  the  deGdt  in 
their  pay  caused  by  the  dupreciutjuii  of  the  cur- 
rency, and  the  arrearagi-a  to  be  settled  as  soou  aa 
•iiM  perinil. 
1  Lcller  10  lbs  Kxecutiva  CoddcU. 
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Tu  furnisli  lliem  immudiately  with  certain  speci- 
fied articles  of  clolhiiig  which  wore  most  wtiiited. 

These  propositions  proving  satis Fat^ tor v,  the 
troopa  Bet  out  for  Tretitou,  where  the  iiegoljalion 
was  concluded. 

Most  oi'  the  artillerists  and  mntiy  of  the  irifniitry 
ohtaiued  their  discharges;  some  on  their  oatlis, 
others  on  account  of  the  vngue  terina  under  wliich 
they  had  been  enlisted  ;  forty  days  furlough  wna 
given  lo  the  real,  and  thuH,  for  a  time,  the  whole 
insurgent  force  was  dissolved. 

The  two  spies  who  had  tampered  with  the 
fidelity  uf  the  troops,  were  tried  by  a  court-martial, 
(bund  guilty,  and  hanged  at  the  cross-roads  near 
Trenton.  A  reward  of  fifty  gaiiieaa  each,  was 
offered  lo  two  sergeants  who  had  arrested  and  de- 
livered them  up.  Tliey  declined  accepting  it,  say- 
ing they  had  merely  acted  by  order  of  the  board 
of  sergeants.  The  hundred  guineas  were  (hen  of- 
fered to  the  hoard.  Their  reply  is  worthy  of  rec- 
ord. "  It  was  not,"  said  they,  "  for  ilie  sake  or 
through  any  eipeclation  of  reward,  Lut  for  the 
love  of  our  country,  that  we  eeni  the  spies  imme- 
diately to  General  Wayue;  we  lliereliire  do  not 
consider  ourselves  entitled  to  any  other  reward 
but  the  love  of  our  eouuiry,  and  do  jointly  agree 
to  aoiept  uf  no  other." 

The  accommodation  entered  into  with  the  rna- 
lineers  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  np))eared  to 
Washington  of  doubtful  policy,  and  likely  lo  have 
a  peniicious  effect  on  the  whole  army.  Hi^  ap- 
prehensions were  soon  jusiitied  by  events.  On 
the  nighl  of  the  SOlli  of  January,  a  part  of  the 
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Jeree]'  troops,  slatioued  at  Potnplon,  roae  in  aniiB 
cUiining  iLc  same  terms  yaX  yielded  to  the  Penn- 
sUvaniana.  For  a  time,  it  waa  feared  the  rerolt 
would  spread  tbroagboul  the  line. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  again  on  the  alert. 
Troops  were  sent  to  Siateii  Island  to  be  ivadjr  to 
croes  into  the  Jerseys,  and  an  ernissary  was  dis* 
patciied  (o    tempi  the    mutineers  with  sednctire 

Iq  lliis  instance,  WasIiingtoD  adopted  a  mora 
riguroua  course  than  in  the  other.  The  pre<«at 
inaurgenis  were  not  so  formidable  in  poiiit  of  num- 
bers as  the  Pennsylvauians  ;  the  greater  part  of 
them,  also,  were  foreigiiere,  toT  whom  tie  felt  less 
sympathy  than  for  tiative  troops.  He  was  con- 
vinced, too,  of  the  fidelity  of  the  troops  under  hts 
immediule  command,  who  were  from  the  Easlem 
States.  A  detachment  from  the  Massachuselta 
line  Wilis  HiDt  under  Mnjor-general  Howe,  who 
was  instructed  to  compel  the  mutineers  to  uncon- 
ditional submission ;  to  grant  thero  no  terms  while 
in  arms,  or  in  a  slate  of  resistance ;  and  on  their 
surrender,  instantly  to  execute  a  few  of  the  moat 
active  and  incendiary  leaders.  ''  You  will  also 
try,"  added  he,  "  to  avail  yourself  of  the  services  ' 
of  the  militia,  representing  Id  them  how  danger- 
ous to  civil  liberty,  is  the  precedeot  of  armed  sol- 
diers dictating  to  their  country," 

Hie  orders  were  punctually  obeyed,  and  were 
crowned  with  complete  success.  Howe  had  the 
good  fortune,  afler  a  teilious  night  march,  to  sur- 
prise the  mutineers  napping  in  their  huts  just  at 
daybreak.     Five  minutes  only  were  allowed  them 


illowed  them     ,| 


I 


TBE  COHFEDEBATlOif  COMPLETE.      235 

to  parade  without  their  arms  nuil  give  up  Ibe 
riogleadera.  Tbla  was  inatautly  complJei]  with, 
and  two  of  Iliem  were  ext^uutcU  oa  the  spot. 
TLua  the  [irntiny  wns  quelled,  iLe  oUicera  resumed 
their  commuud,  and  all  ciiiugs  were  restored  to  or- 
der.i 

Thus  termiuated  an  inGurreclion,  which,  for  a 
tirae,  hud  spread  aliurn  among  tlie  friends  of 
Americau  liberty,  and  excited  the  highest  hopes 
of  irs  foes.  The  circumstaiices  coauected  with  it 
had  ultimately  a  beneficial  ctTect  ia  strengllieiiing 
the  eoufidence  of  those  friends,  by  proviug  that, 
however  the  Americans  might  quarrel  with  tbeir 
own  goverumetil,  notbitig  could  agaio  rally  lliem 
under  the  royal  standard. 

A  great  cause  of  satisfHction  to  Washington 
was  the  ratification  of  tbe  articles  of  coiifederHtiou 
between  the  Stales,  whiuh  took  place  not  long  af- 
ter this  agitating  junclnre.  A  set  of  articles  had 
been  submitted  to  Congress  by  Dr.  Fi'anklin,  us 
far  back  as  1775.  A  form  had  been  prepared  and 
digest«d  by  a  committee  in  I77C,  und  ngrecd  upon, 
with  Bome  modifications,  in  1777,  hut  bad  ever 
since  remained  in  abeyance,  in  consequence  of  ob- 
jeciiouB  made  by  individual  Stales.  The  confed- 
eration was  now  complete,  and  Washington,  in  a 
letter  to  the  President  of  Congress,  congratulated 
him  and  the  body  over  which  be  presided,  on  uci 
event  long  wished  for,  and  which  he  hoped  would 
have  tbe  happiest  elfects  upon  the  politics  of  this 
country,  and  be  of  essential  service  to  our  atuse 
in  Europe. 

'  Jlemmr  of  Major  Shaa,  by  Hon.  Josiali  Quincy,  p.  89. 
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It  wits,  alter  aU,  au  insirumeDt  fiir  less  effica- 
cious tlmn  its  advocateB  had  anticipated;  but  it 
served  nn  icnpoi'Iant  purpose  in  binding  the  Slates 
together  ns  a  nation,  and  keeping  them  from  fall- 
ing asunder  iiito  iudividual  powers,  after  the  pres- 
sure of  external  danger  sbuulJ  cease  to  operate. 
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Expedition  of  Anold  intoTirginlii Buveineering  Bangci. 

—  Cbrcked  by  Steuben.  —  Arnold  at  Partsmouth.  — Con- 
gnat  remlves  lo  form  Hemla  of  Depirtmonls. — ^Hunilton 
Buggested  bj  Suilivaa  for  Deparlment  of  Finance.  —  High 
Opininn  of  bioi  exprestied  by  WaBbinj^tua.  —  Miaunder- 
Btanding  hetwtta  llamiltoq  nnd  Ibu  Commander- in-cbi«f. 

{HE  armament  with  which  Arnold  boested 
2  whb  "  lo  sliftke  the  conliiieni,"  met 
ith  that  boisterous  weather  whieh  often 
rages  along  our  const  in  the  winter.  His  ehi[» 
were  tempeBl-toBi  and  scattered,  and  half  of  his 
cavalrf  horses  nnd  several  of  his  guns  had  to  be 
thrown  overlKNird.  It  was  the  close  uf  ihe  year 
when  be  anchored  in  the  Chesapeake. 

Virginia,  nt  the  time,  was  almost  in  a  defense- 
less state.  Baron  Steuben,  wlio  had  the  general 
ODtntnand  there,  hitd  recently  detached  such  of 
his  regular  troops  as  were  clothed  and  equipped, 
to  the  South,  to  reinforce  General  Greene.  The 
Kinainder,  Eve  or  six  hundred  in  number,  defi- 
denl  in  clothing,  blankets,  and  tents,  were  scarcely 
fit  to  tAhe  the  Held,  and  the  volttnleers  and  mili- 
tia lately  encamped  before  Portsmouth,  had  been 
disbanded.  Governor  Jefferson,  on  hearing  of 
the  arrival  of  the  fleet,  called  out  the  militia  from 
the  neighboriog  counties ;  but  few  could  be  col- 
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lected  on  tlie  spur  of  tlje  momBnl,  for  the  whole 
country  was  tern»Btricken  aud  in  coofusioD. 
Having  land  aud  sea  forccH  at  hla  command,  Ar- 
nold opeued  the  new  year  with  a  buccaneering 
ravage.  Ascending  James  River  with  florae  small 
vessfls  which  he  hail  captured,  he  landed  on  the 
fourth  of  January  with  nine  hundred  men  ut 
Weslover,  about  twenty-five  miles  below  Rich- 
mond, and  pushed  for  the  Isiler  placv.  dt  that 
time  little  more  than  a  village,  lliotigh  the  me- 
tropolis of  Virgiuia.  Halting  fur  the  night  within 
twelve  miles  of  it,  he  advauced  on  the  following 
day  with  as  much  roililia  parade  as  possible,  so 
as  to  strike  terror  into  a  military  patrol,  which 
fled  back  to  Richmond,  reporting  that  a  British 
force,  fil^n  hundred  strong,  was  at  hand. 

It  was  Arnold's  hope  to  capture  the  governor ; 
but  the  latter,  after  providing  for  the  security  of 
as  much  as  po^ible  of  the  public  stores,  had  left 
lUchmond  the  evening  before  on  horseback  to 
join  his  family  at  Tuckahoe,  wheuce,  ou  the  fol' 
lowing  day.  he  conveyed  (hem  to  a  place  of  safety. 
Governor  Jefferson  got  back  by  noon  to  Manches* 
ler,  on  the  opposite  side  of  James  River,  iu  time 
to  see  Amold'a  maraudera  march  inio  the  town. 
Many  of  the  iiihabiiants  had  fled  to  the  country; 
some  stood  teiTilied  spectators  on  the  hills  ;  not 
more  than  two  hundred  men  were  in  arms  for 
the  defense  of  the  place  ;  these,  afler  Bring  a  few 
volleys,  retreated  to  Richmond  and  Shockoe  Hilb, 
whence  Ihey  were  driven  by  the  cavalry,  and 
Arnold  had  possession  of  the  capital.  He  sent 
some  of  the  citizetiB  to  the  goveToor,  offering  to 
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spare  the  town,  proviileJ  his  ships  might  come  up 
James  Rirer  lo  be  Isden  with  tobaeco  Irriin  the 
warehousftii.  His  offer  was  iiidigjiautly  rtjecteiJ, 
whereupon  fire  was  set  to  the  public  edilices, 
siorai,  and  norksbops ;  private  bouses  were  pil- 
Isged,  and  a  great  quantity  of  tobaeco  consumed. 

While  this  was  going  on,  Colonel  Stmcue  bad 
been  delaclied  to  Westham,  six  miles  up  the  river, 
where  he  destroyed  a  Cftunon  fouuilr}'  and  sucked 
&  public  magazine  ;  broke  off  the  truimiona  of 
the  caiinoD.  and  threw  into  the  i-iver  [he  powder 
trhicli  be  could  not  cany  away,  and,  afier  effect- 
ing a  complete  devastation,  rejoined  Arnold  at 
Ricbmoml,  wbicli  during  the  en.^uing  night  re- 
sounded with  the  drunken  orgies  of  the  soidiery. 

Having  completed  his  ravage  at  Riclimond, 
AtdoM  reembarked  at  Wesiorer  and  fell  slowly 
down  the  river,  landing  Dccasionully  to  bum, 
plunder,  and  destroy  ;  pursued  by  Sleuben  with 
a  few  continental  troops  and  all  the  mjliliii  that 
he  oonld  miisier.  General  Nelson,  also,  with  sim- 
ilar levies  opposed  him.  Lower  down  the  I'ivcr 
some  skirmishing  took  pliice,  a  few  of  Arnold's 
troops  were  killed  and  a  number  woiiiidi.'<l,  but 
he  made  his  way  to  Porlsmoulh,  opposite  Norfolk, 
where  lie  took  p05t  on  the  20th  of  January,  and 
proceeded  to  fortify. 

Steuben  would  have  attempted  lo  drive  him 
from  this  position,  but  his  means  were  totally  in- 
adequate. Collecting  from  various  parts  of  the 
country  all  the  force  that  could  be  mustered,  he 
M  disposed  it  at  different  points  as  to  hem  the 
traitor  in,  prevent  his  making  further  incursions. 
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and  drive  him  back  to  bis  iDtreDchmeats  should 
he  Htlempt  any. 

Governor  JefiersoD  returned  lo  Kichmottd  af- 
ter the  enemj  had  lefl  it,  and  wrote  thence  to  the 
Gommatider-in -chief  an  accouot  of  tliia  ravaging 
incnrsion  of  "  ihe  parricide  Arnold."  It  was 
monityiog  to  Washington  to  see  so  inconsiderable 
a  party  committing  such  extensive  depredationi 
with  impunity,  but  it  was  hia  opinion  that  their 
principal  object  was  to  make  a  UiversioTi  in  favor 
of  Coniwallis ;  and  as  tlie  evils  to  be  appre- 
hended from  Arnold's  predatory  incursions  were 
uot  to  be  compared  with  the  injury  lo  the  com- 
mon ciinse  and  the  danger  to  Virginia  in  partic- 
□lar,  which  would  resalt  from  the  conquest  of  Ihe 
States  to  the  sonihward,  he  adjured  JeSerson  not 
to  permit  attention  to  immediate  safety  so  to  en- 
gross hia  thoughts  as  to  divert  him  from  raeaaures 
for  reinforcing  the  southern  army. 

About  this  time  an  important  resolution  was 
adopted  in  Congress.  Washinglon  had  repeatedly, 
in  hia  communications  to  that  body,  attributed 
mnch  of  the  di^^trenses  and  disasters  of  the  war 
to  the  congressional  mode  of  conducting  business 
through  committees  and  "  boards  "  thus  causing 
irregularity  and  delay,  preventing  secrecy  and 
augmenting  expense.  He  was  greatly  rejoiced, 
therefore,  when  Congress  decided  lo  appoint  heads 
of  departments ;  secretaries  of  foreign  affairs,  of 
war  and  of  marine,  and  a  superintendent  of 
finance.  "  I  am  linppy,  thrice  happy,  on  private 
as  ivell  as  public  account,"  writes  he,  "  to  find 
that    lliese    are    in   train.      For  it   will   t'li^e   my 
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my  silualioD,"  writes  Hamilton  (February  18). 
"  I  am  no  longer  a  member  of  the  geaeral's  fiun- 
ily.  Tltis  infortDHtiou  will  surprise  you,  and  tlie 
mtinner  of  itie  cbauge  will  surprise  you  more. 
Two  (lays  ago  the  general  and  I  passed  each 
oiher  on  the  stall's :  he  Eold  me  he  wanted  U> 
speak  to  me.  I  answereil  thai  I  would  wait  on 
him  immediately.  1  went  below  and  delivereil 
&Ir.  Tilghumu  u  letter  h>  be  sent  lo  the  commis- 
sary, oonlaining  an  order  of  a  pressing  and  inter- 
esting nature, 

"  Itetuniing  to  the  general,  I  was  stopped  on 
the  way  by  the  Marquis  de  LaGiyetie,  nnd  we 
conversed  together  almut  n  minute  on  a  matter 
of  business.  He  can  testify  bow  impatient  I 
was  to  get  back,  and  that  I  left  him  in  a  maiiner 
which,  but  for  our  intimacy,  would  hHve  been 
more  than  abrupL  Instead  of  finding  the  gen- 
eral, as  is  usuhI,  in  bb  room,  I  met  him  at  tbe 
head  of  tbe  stairs,  where,  accosdng  me  in  an  an- 
gry tone,  '  Colonel  Hamilton  (said  he),  yon  have 
kept  me  waiting  at  the  bead  of  the  sUirs  these 
ten  minutes; — I  must  tell  you,  sir,  you  treat  me 
with  disrespect'  I  replied,  without  petulancy,  but 
with  decision,  '  I  am  not  conscious  of  it,  sir ;  but 
since  you  have  tlioughl,  it  necessary  to  tell  me  so, 
we  purl.'  '  Very  well,  sir  (said  he),  if  it  be  your 
choice,'  or  somediing  to  this  effect,  and  we  separ- 
aled.  I  sincerely  believe  my  absence,  which  gave 
BO  much  umbrage,  did  not  last  two  minutes. 

"  In  less  than  an  bonr  afUir,  Tilghman  came 
to  me  in  the  general's  name,  assuring  me  of  his 
great  confideuco  in  my  abilities,  integrity,  useTol- 
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aeai,  etc.,  and  of  his  desire,  in  a  candid  converBa- 
tion,  to  heal  a  difference  which  Lould  not  liave 
happeued  but  in  n  luoineiit  of  passion.  I  re- 
questeil  Mr.  Tilghman  to  tell  hira,  —  IsU  That 
I  hml  takeu  my  resolution  IQ  a  manner  not  to 
be  revoked.  2d.  That  as  a  coQver&-ttion  could 
serve  no  other  purpose  thaa  to  produce  explana- 
tlous,  mutually  disagreeable,  though  I  certainly 
would  not  refuse  an  interview,  if  he  desired  it, 
yet  I  would  he  happy,  if  he  would  permit  me  to 
decliae  it.  3d.  That  though  determined  to  leave 
the  £imily,  the  same  principles  which  had  kept 
me  so  long  in  it,  would  coutinue  to  direct  my 
conduct  towards  him  when  out  of  it,  4th.  That, 
however,  I  did  not  wish  to  distreaa  him,  or  the 
public  business,  by  quitting  liim  before  he  could 
derive  other  assiiit&nce  by  the  return  of  some 
of  the  geutlemen  who  were  absent.  5th.  And 
that,  in  the  mean  time,  it  depended  on  him  to 
let  our  behavior  to  each  other  be  the  same  as  if 
nothing  had  happened.  He  consented  to  decline 
the  conversation,  and  thanked  me  for  my  offer 
of  costiuaJDg  my  aid  in  the  manner  I  had  men- 
tiotwd. 

"  I  have  given  yon  so  particular  a  delml  of 
our  difference,  from  the  desire  I  have  to  justify 
myself  in  your  opinion.  Perhaps  you  may  think 
1  was  precipitate  in  rejecting  the  overture  made 
by  the  general  to  an  accommodation.  I  assure 
yon,  my  dear  sir,  it  was  not  the  effect  of  resent- 
ment; it  was  the  delil>erate  result  of  maxims  I 
had  long  formed  for  the  government  of  my  own 
conduct." 
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Id  cousiiiering  this  occurreuce,  as  stated  bj 
Hamilton  himself,  ne  tbink  he  was  ia  the  wrong. 
His  hurrying  past  tlie  general  on  the  siairs  with- 
out pausing,  although  the  latter  expreaseil  a  wish 
to  spenk  with  him ;  hb  giving  no  reason  for  hia 
haste,  which,  however  "pressing"  the  letter  he 
bad  to  deliver,  he  could  liave  spared  at  leaat  a 
moment  to  do  ;  his  tarrying  below  Co  talk  wilh 
the  Marquis  de  I^fiiyette,  the  general  all  this  time 
remaining  at  the  heiid  of  tlie  stairs,  had  certaiidy 
an  air  of  great  disrespect,  and  we  do  not  wonder 
that  the  comjnander-in- chief  was  deeply  offended 
at  being  bo  ireuled  by  bis  youthful  aide-de-camp. 
His  expressiou  of  displeasure  was  measure<I  and 
dignified,  however  irritated  he  may  have  been, 
and  such  nn  explanation,  at  least,  was  due  to  him, 
as  Hamilton  subsequently  rendered  b)  General 
Schuyler,  through  a  desire  to  justity  himself  in 
that  gentleman's  opinion.  The  reply  of  Hnmil- 
ton,  on  the  contrary,  savored  very  much  of  petu- 
lance, however  devoid  he  may  have  considered 
it  of  that  quality,  and  his  avowed  detenniuation 
"  to  part,"  simply  because  taxed  hy  the  general 
with  want  of  respect,  was  singularly  curt  and  ab- 
rupt. 

WasbingUin's  subsequent  overture,  intended  to 
stxithe  the  wounded  sensitiveness  of  Hamilton 
and  soften  llie  recent  rebuke,  by  assurances  of 
nnaltered  confidence  and  esteem,  strikes  us  as  in 
the  highest  degree  noble  and  gracions,  and  fur- 
□isheH  another  instance  of  that  magnanimity  which 
governed  his  whole  condticL  We  trust  that  Gen- 
eral Schuyler,  in  reply  to  Hamilton's  ajipeal,  in- 
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timated  tliat  he  bail  iiideed  been  precijiitatc  in  re- 
jecting such  un  overture. 

The  fotlowiiig  imBsoge  in  Hamilton's  letler  to 
Scliuyler,  gjres  the  reiil  key  [o  liis  conduct  ou 
this  ocowioQ. 

"  I  always  disliked  the  office  of  an  aidc-de- 
nunp.  aa  having  in  it  a  kind  of  personal  de- 
[lendence.  I  ri--fiiseil  to  serve  in  this  onpai-'ity 
nilh  two  major-generals,  ut  an  early  [leriiid  of 
the  (r»r.  Infected,  however,  with  the  cntlnisiasm 
of  the  limes,  an  idea  of  tlie  general's  chuDLcIer 
overcome  my  scruples,  and  induced  me  to  accept 

liis  inriutiuii  to  enier  inlo  his  &mily 

It  has  be«ii  oflen  with  great  difficulty  ihat  I  have 
prevailed  on  inyeelf  not  lo  renounce  it  i  but  while, 
from  motives  of  public  utility,  I  wae  doing  vio- 
lence to  my  feeling',  I  was  alwHys  determined, 
if  there  should  ever  happen  a  breach  beiweeii 
US.  never  to  con««Dt  to  an  accouimoiJation.  I 
was  persuaded  that  when  once  that  nice  barrier 
which  marked  the  boundaries  of  what  we  owed 
lo  e*di  other  sliould  be  thrown  down,  it  might 
be  propped  again,  but  could  never  be  reElored." 

UamilloiL,  in  bci,  had  long  be«n  ambiiiouB  of 
■n  independent  position,  and  of  M>me  ojijiorlunity. 
as  lie  auA.  "  to  raise  his  riiaracier  aliove  me>Uoc- 
ritr."  When  an  eipeditton  by  Lafayette  agaiuiit 
StataD  Island  had  been  niediiaied  iu  the  autumn 
of  I7)|>0,  he  bad  applied  to  the  commander-in- 
chief,  ihron^  the  marijuiB,  for  the  command  of  a 
btitlaltofi.  whu^  was  without  a  field  otSuer.  WasL- 
tnguui  liad  detained  on  the  gruuiid  that  giving  hiu 
>  whole  bttttalton  mi^t  be  a  subject  of  dimtatis' 
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faction,  and  thai,  abonU  anj  a 
bim  in  ihe  actual  state  of  aflUrs  at  bead^tnoUfv, 
the  comniaDdrr-tii-cluef  would  be  embanaased  Ibr 
WBUt  of  bis  BMBianoe. 

He  bad  next  been  denrons  of  the  poet  of  ad- 
jntanb-general,  wfaicJi  Colooel  Alexander  Scam- 
mel  was  about  to  reMgn,  and  wfis  remtnmended 
for  that  office  hj  La&irelU;  and  Gr«ene.  but.  Iie- 
tori!  their  n-oorameniiations  rearhwl  Washington, 
be  bad  ab'ead;  sent  in  to  Congre^  the  namo  of 
Brigadier-general  Hand,  vho  reodved  the  nomi- 
nation. 

These  diMippointmenla  may  have  rendered 
Hamilton  donbtfii)  of  his  being  properlj  appre- 
ciated by  the  commander-in-i-liiei':  impaired  his 
devotion  to  him,  and  determined  him,  38  be  taj&, 
"  if  there  ahould  ever  happen  a  breach  between 
them,  never  lo  consent  Co  an  accummodatimi." 
It  alinoBt  looks  us  if,  in  his  hiob-strong  and  sen- 
wlive  mood,  he  had  been  on  the  watcli  for  an  of- 
fense, and  had  grasped  at  the  shadow  of  one. 

Some  short  time  after  the  ruplure  had  taken 
place,  Washington  received  a  letter  from  Lafayette, 
then  absent  in  Virginin,  in  which  the  marquis  ob- 
serves "  Considering  the  footing  I  am  upon  with 
yoHr£xcellency,it  would,  perhaps,  appear  strange 
to  you,  that  I  never  mentioned  a  drcunislance 
which  lately  happened  in  your  family.  I  was  the 
first  who  knew  of  it,  and  from  that  moment  ex- 
erted every  means  in  my  power  to  prevent  a  sejm- 
ration,  wliich  I  know  whs  not  agi'eeiiUe  to  yonr 
Excellency.  To  this  measure  I  was  prompted 
by  ailection  to  you  ;  but  I  thought  it  was  im- 
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proper  to  meiitiou  anything  about  it,  until  you 
were  pltpused  to  imparl  it  to  aie." 

The  following  waa  Waaliingtoa's  reply  ;  "  The 
Bveut,  which  you  seem  to  speak  of  witli  regret, 
my  friendahip  for  jou  would  most  aasiireUly  hare 
'ibduced  me  lu  impart  to  you  the  motneiiC  it  hnp- 

'  pened,  had  it  not  been  for  the  request  of  Hamil- 
ton, who  desired  th»t  no  mention  should  be  made 
of  it.  Why  thia  injunction  on  :ne,  while  he  vb& 
communicating  it,  himself,  is  a  little  extraordiuaty. 
But  I  complied,  and  religiously  fulfilled  it." 
Te  are  happy  to  add,  that  though  a  temporary 

'ttnlness  look  place  between  tiie  commander-in- 

,<<faief  and  his  Ial«  favorite  aide-de-eump,  it  was 
'bat  temporary.  The  friendship  between  these 
<31nsinons    men  was  destined  to  survive  the  Ktv- 

uolution,  and  to  signalize  itself  through  many  event- 
ia!i  years,  and  stands  reconletl  iu  the  correapond- 
e  of  Washington  almoiji  at  tho  las 

I.Of  his  life.' 

lis  lut  letter  la  Hamillon,  In  which  he  assure! 
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CHAPTER  XVHL 

■Kainil  Morgan.  -~  Baltic  at  C'xrpcnii.  —  H orgiD  [KBba 
fnr  the  Caumba  wilb  Sfxalu  and  Pritooen.-'CDrBvatln 
mdearan  ID  inlerceiit  btm.^TIn  Rinng  of  tbe  Rirtr. — 


flSSBlIK  stress  of  war,  oa  Washington  appre- 
ni  w^k  '''''"''^  '^'^  ^^  preneDt  shiftud  to  the 
^*lf^  Soutli.  In  a  former  chnpter.  we  left 
Geiieml  Greeoe,  iu  the  latter  pari  of  December, 
posi(!(]  with  one  division  of  his  army  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Pedee  River  in  North  Carolina,  hav- 
ing delached  General  Morgan  wiih  the  other 
division,  one  thousand  strong,  to  Inke  poit  near 
the  confluence  of  the  Pacolet  and  Broad  rivers 
in  South  Caniti^a. 

Cornwallis  laj  encamped  about  seventy  miles 
to  tlie  southwest  of  Greene,  at  Winnsborough  in 
Fairfield  district.  General  Leslie  bail  recently 
arrived  at  Charleston  from  Virginia,  and  Wiie  ad- 
vancing to  reinforce  him  with  fifteen  hundred 
men.  This  would  give  Cornwallis  such  a  stiperi- 
orily  of  force,  that  he  prepared  for  a  second  in- 
vasion of  North  Carolina.  His  plan  was  to  leave 
Lord  Rawdon  at  the  central  post  of  Camden  with 
n  considerable  body  of  troops  to  keep  all  quiet, 
while  his  lordsliip,  by  rapid  marclies,  would  throw 


mVASlOX  OF  SORTH   CiSQLINA.      249 

himself  between  Greene  and  Virginia,  nut  liim 
off  from  all  reinforcements  in  that  quarter,  und 
oblige  him  either  to  make  buttle  with  his  present 
force,  or  retreat  precipitately  from  Nortli  Car- 
olina, which  would  be  disgracefal.'  In  either 
COM  Corawallis  muntetl  on  u  geaenkl  rising  of 
the  royalists  ;  a  reestablish  me  nt  of  regal  govern- 
ment in  the  Caroliuog,  and  the  deaiiug  away  of 
all  impeilimeuts  to  further  Eriumphe  in  Virginia 
and  Maryland. 

liy  recent  iiitbrmation,  he  learnt  thiit  Morgan 
had  passeil  both  the  Catawba  and  Broad  rivers, 
aod  wa§  about  seventy  miles  to  the  nui'tliwest  of 
hira,  on  hia  way  to  tiie  district  of  Ninety-six.  As 
lie  might  prove  extremely  formidable  if  left  in 
Ilia  rear.  Tarieton  was  sent  in  quest  of  him.  with 
about  three  hundred  and  fifty  of  iiis  famous  cav- 
alry, a  corps  of  legion  and  light  infantry,  and  a 
number  of  the  royal  artillery  with  two  Held-pieces  ; 
about  eleven  hundred  choice  troops  in  all.  His 
instructioDB  were  to  pass  BtoiiU  River  for  the 
proiectiou  of  Ninety-six,  and  either  to  strike  at 
Morgan  and  push  him  to  the  utmost  ;  ov  to  drive 
him  out  of  the  country,  bo  as  to  prevent  his  giv- 
ing any  trouble  on  that  side, 

Cornwaliis  moved  with  his  main  force  on  the 
12th  of  December,  in  a  northwest  direction  be- 
tween the  Broad  River  and  the  Catawba,  leading 
toward  the  back  country.  This  was  fi>r  the  pur- 
pose of  crossing  tlie  great  rivers  at  their  fords 
near  their  sources  ;  for  they  are  fed  by  innumer- 
able petty  streams  which  drain  the  mouutaiua, 
1  Coinvallli  to  Lord  George  Germain,  Mnrcli  IT. 
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and  are  apt,  in  the  winter  time,  when  storms  of 
rain  prevail,  to  swell  and  become  irapaBsable  below 
their  forks.  He  took  this  route  also,  to  cut  off 
Morgau'a  retreat,  or  prevent  his  juncUoo  with 
Greene,  should  Tarleton'e  exjiedition  fail  of  its  ob- 
ject. General  Leslie,  whose  arrival  was  daily 
expected,  was  to  move  up  dong  the  eastern  side 
of  the  Walei-ee  and  Catawba,  keeping  parallel 
with  his  lordship  and  joialng  him  aliove.  Every- 
thing on  the  part  of  Coniwallis  was  well  )>lanned, 
an<I  seemed  to  promise  liim  a  successful  cam- 
psign. 

Tarleton,  after  several  days'  hard  marching, 
came  u|)OD  the  traces  of  Morgau,  who  was  pasted 
on  the  north  bank  of  the  Pacolet,  to  goord  the 
(Misses  of  that  river.  He  sent  word  to  Comwal- 
lis  of  his  inteutioti  to  force  a  passage  across  the 
liver,  and  compel  Morgan  either  to  fight  or  re- 
treat, and  suggested  that  his  lordship  aliould  pro- 
ceed up  the  eastern  bank  of  Broad  River,  so  as  to 
be  at  hand  to  cooperate  Hi^  lonlehip,  in  oonse- 
quence,  took  up  a  position  at  Turkey  Creek,  on 
Broud  Biver. 

MorgHii  had  been  recruited  by  North  Carolina 
and  Gecirgia  militia,  so  that  his  force  was  nearly 
equal  iu  number  to  that  of  Tarleton,  but,  in  point 
of  cavalry  and  disdpliiie,  vastly  infeiior.  Com- 
wallis,  loo.  was  oo  his  left,  and  might  get  in  his 
rear ;  dietkiiig  his  impulse,  therefore,  to  dispute 
the  passage  of  the  Pacolet,  hu  crossed  that  stream 
and  retreaterl  towards  the  npper  fortls  of  Broad 
Eiver. 

Tarleton  reached  the  Pacolet  on  the  evening 
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of  the  15lh,  but  hulted  on  observing  some  troops 
Im  the  opi)08iie  hoak.  It  was  merely  a,  ptirty  of 
i«beervatioti  whicli  Slorgan  had  left  tliere,  but  ha 
■opposed  that  officer  to  be  tliere  in  full  force. 
After  Bome  nutaeuvering  U>  deceive  hla  adversnry, 
be  crossed  the  river  before  ilnylighl  at  Enster- 
wood  slioaU,  There  was  no  opporition.  Still 
fae  proceede<l  warily,  until  he  learnt  that  Mar- 
Ian,  iDstead  of  being  in  his  neighborhood,  was  in 
inll  march  toward  Broad  River.  Tarleton  now 
pressed  on  iu  ptirsuit.  At  ten  o'doek  at  night 
he  reached  an  encampment  which  Morgan  had 
ftbuidoaeJ  a  few  hours  previoii»lj,  apparently  in 
great  basre,  for  the  camp-fires  were  still  smoking, 
and  provisions  had  been  left  behind  half  cooked. 
Eiiger  to  come  ui>on  his  enemy  while  in  the  con- 
fataoa  of  a  hurried  flight,  Tarleton  allowed  his 
exhausted  troops  bat  a  brief  repose,  and,  leaving 
bis  baggage  under  a  guard,  resumed  his  dogged 
march  about  two  o'clock  in  the  night ;  tramping 
ibrwanl  tli  rough  swamps  and  rugged  broken 
groands,  round  the  western  side  of  Thickety 
Honntfliti.  A  little  before  daylight  of  the  17th, 
'\e  capture<l  two  videttes,  from  whom  he  learnt, 
to  hi«  surprise,  that  Morgan,  instead  of  a  head- 
long retreat,  had  taken  a  nigbfs  repose,  and  was 
actually  preparing  ta  give  htm  battle. 

Morgan,  in  fact,  had  been  urged  by  his  officers 
'to  retreat  across    Broad  Klver,  which  was   near 
and  make  for  the  mountainous  country  ;  but, 
lely  pressed  as  he  was,  he  feared  to  be  over- 
token    while   fording    the    river,    and   while  his 
DVops  were  fatigued,  imd  iu  confusion ;  besides, 
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being  now  nearly  equal  in  number  to  llie  enemy, 
miliiurj  pride  would  not  suffer  him  U>  avoid  a 
coraljnl- 

The  place  where  he  came  to  halt,  was  known 
in  the  carlv  grants  by  the  name  of  Hannah's 
Cuwpena,  being  pari  of  a  grazing  establishment 
of  a  man  named  Haiinah.  It  was  in  an  open 
wood,  favorable  to  the  action  of  cavalry.  There 
were  two  eminences  of  unequal  bright,  and  Mp- 
arateii  from  each  other  by  an  interval  about 
eighty  yards  wide.  To  the  first  eminenoe,  which 
was  the  highest,  there  was  an  easy  ascent  of 
about  tliree  hundred  yards.  On  these  heights 
Morgan  had  posted  bimGelf.  His  flanks  were  un- 
protected, and  the  Broad  River,  running  parallel 
on  his  rear,  about  sis  miles  distant,  and  winding 
round  on  the  left,  would  cut  off  retreat,  should 
the  day  prove  unfortunate. 

The  ground,  in  the  opinion  of  tactidaiis,  was 
not  well  chosen ;  Morgan,  a  vet«ran  hush -ligl iter, 
vindicated  it  in  after  times  in  his  own  character- 
istic way.  "  Hud  I  crossed  the  river,  one  half  of 
the  militia  would  have  abandoned  me.  Had  a 
swamp  been  in  view,  they  would  have  nmde  for 
it.  As  to  covering  my  wings,  I  knew  the  fbe  I 
bad  to  deul  with,  uud  that  there  would  be  nothing 
but  downright  fighting.  As  to  a  retreat,  I  wished 
to  cut  uir  all  hope  of  one.  Should  Torlelon 
surround  roe  with  his  cavalry,  it  would  keep  my 
troops  from  breaking  away,  and  make  them  de- 
pend upon  their  bayonets.  When  men  are  forced 
to  fight,  tliey  will  sell  their  lives  dearly." 

In  arranging  bis  troops  for  action,  he  drew  out 


BATTLE   OF   THE  COWPENS. 


2'i3 


bis  iREmtry  in  two  linea.  The  first  was  composed 
of  tlie  North  and  South  Carolina  railitiui,  iiiider 
Colonel  Pii'keuEi,  hiving  an  advanct:'!  corps  of 
North  Carolina  and  Georgia  roluiiteer  ritlemen. 
Tlus  line,  on  which  he  hud  the  least  dependeuce, 
was  charged  to  noit  until  the  enemy  were  within 
dead  shot ;  then  to  take  good  aim,  lire  two  vol- 
leys  and  fill!  back. 

The  second  line,  drawn  up  a  moderate  distniice 
in  the  rear  of  the  firet,  and  neitr  the  ijrow  of  ihe 
main  eminence,  was  composed  of  Colonel  How- 
ard's light  in&ntry  aud  tlie  Virginia  riflemeu;  all 
Continental  troops.  They  were  informed  of  the 
orders  which  had  been  given  to  the  first  line,  lest 
they  should  mistake  their  falling  buck  for  a  re- 
treat. Colonel  Howard  hud  the  commund  of  this 
line,  on  which  the  greatest  reliance  was  pliited. 

About  a  hnndred  and  fitly  ynrde  in  the  rear 
of  the  second  line,  and  on  the  slope  of  the  lesaer 
eminence,  was  Colonel  Wushington's  troop  of 
cavalry,  about  eighty  strong;  with  about  fifty 
mounted  Carolinian  volunteers,  under  Major  Me- 
Cail,  anned  with  sabres  and  pistols. 

British  writers  of  the  day  gave  Morgan  credit 
for  uncommon  ability  and  judgment  in  the  dispo- 
sition of  his  force  ;  placing  the  militia,  in  whom 
he  had  no  great  confidence,  in  full  view  on  the 
edge  of  the  wood,  and  keeping  his  best  troops 
out  of  sight,  but  drawn  up  in  excellent  order  aud 
prepared  for  all  events.^ 

Jl  was  alxiut  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning 
(January  17lh),  when  Tarleton  came    up.     The 

1  Anntuii  Regiittr,  ITSl,  p.  66. 
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h»  in&otry  in  fmv  Uim«.  I'bo  Br»t  WW*  vmu^hmw^ 
of  the  North  luiil  S>uth  l^voliiw  luUitw,  uuOui' 
Cbiloo«l  {^'kvus.  bitviug  uu  wIvukvU  ^vi'(i*  vf 
Xarth  Caruiiiut  ami  t.iw>r^iM  vulkuilwr  lilkwvu. 
Ttus  liD«,  uti  which  k«  hml  iho  Itwit  iIv|<wiiIm»w, 
was  cbarg<>it  Ki  wnit  tiutil  tliu  uitnuty  wvrv  wl^ilu 
deadshuC;  tiic'ii  to  toko  gtiiol  uiiu,  llru  twu  vi>l- 
leys  mkI  fall  luu^k. 

The  second  liiiu,  druwii  ii]i  n  iitiiiliii'itli>  i|l"(iHt>''U 
in  the  ranr  of  die  tint,  ami  iinur  IIm>  liniw  iif  llw 
nuiu  einineiiov,  wm  (wiii|miiiiiI  of  ('iilixinl  lliiW* 
ard'a  light  inliktitry  lunl  tliu  Virijiiilu  rllluiiiuu  i  ttll 
CoatiueiituI  tnm]m.  Th<<y  wiirii  Ijit^ciiuifl  ii(  tin 
ordera  wliicU  liail  limn  ((ivuii  to  tUu  tint  \iiiii,  kit 
tbey  ihoqUl  niiKUki!  tituir  Ulhig  htok  dir  h  fu- 
trest.  Colucwrl  lluMnu-d  liwl  tim  utuuiMiul  uf  Uii* 
Unc^tM  wtiidi  tlMi  j^rMtMl  raliiMMu  tru*  |>l<wl- 

Ateu  a  baodrad  awl  Utf  y»f>l»  iu  Uw  riuif 
rf  tkc  wwrf  line,  ■»)  MS  dw  «l«fH  vf  tbc-  l^MBf 
(HIMMK,  ■«•  C«luu*l  WmUi^Ivm'>  U"MJ^  ul 
amkrj.  aLwnl  d^Mjr  aUMi^i  <r^  nWut  Atif 
mmmmtd  CmnAAm  nlMltwvB.  tu>4iir  WV'<''  M** 

Sk'  OBBaaMNft  »yiil}'  iu>'  '  I  j^iv 

■liav  af  Jy*  fam  ;  |iLi'  i '  .-  u-jw 

1k4^  an  pvtf  u^ki<:i.'  ■<    Otc 

-^pr  off  ii»  (tuotL  mud  kxi^i'iu^  iiw  o..-»'  wvuf* 
(Mt  <^  t^i.  Mi:  tksimi  ti|>  iii  cMieUMii  i*nlM  «ud 
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position  of  the  Americans  seemed  to  bim  lo  give 
gre«t  mlvanbige  to  hb  CHvalrj',  rii<1  he  inude  hast; 
prepomtioa  for  immediate  attack,  aolicipating  an 
easy  victory.  Part  of  his  infaiitry  lie  formed 
into  a  line,  with  dragoons  on  ench  flank.  The 
rest  of  the  infantry  and  cavalry  were  to  he  a  re- 
serve, and  to  wait  for  orders. 

There  was  a  physical  difference  in  llie  condi- 
tion of  the  adverse  troops.  The  British  were 
hazard  fi'oni  want  of  sleep  and  a  rough  night- 
tramp  ;  the  Americans,  on  the  contrary,  were 
fresh  from  a  night's  rest,  invij^orated  by  a  morn- 
ing's meal,  and  deliberately  drawn  np.  Tarleton 
took  no  notice  of  these  circumstances,  or  disre- 
garded them.  Impetuous  at  all  times,  and  now 
ooDtidt'ut  of  victory,  he  did  not  even  wait  auttl 
the  reserve  ould  l>e  placed,  but  led  on  his  first 
line,  which  rushed  shouting  to  the  aiLick.  The 
North  Cnrolinm  and  Georgia  riHemen  in  the  ad- 
vance, delivered  their  fire  with  eiFect,  and  fell 
back  lo  llie  flanks  of  Pickens's  militia.  These,  aa 
they  had  been  instructed,  waited  until  the  enemy 
were  within  fifty  yards,  and  then  nude  a  destruc- 
tive volley,  bnt  soon  gave  wi»y  befiire  tlie  push 
of  the  biiyoDet.  "Hie  British  iu&Dtry  poshed  np 
to  the  second  linu,  while  forty  of  iheir  cavalry 
attacked  it  on  the  right,  seeking  to  turn  it&  flank. 
Colonel  Howard  maile  a  brave  sljind,  and  for 
some  time  there  was  a  bloody  conflict ;  seeing 
hiniBcIf,  however,  in  danger  of  being  oatfianked, 
he  endeavored  to  change  his  front  to  the  right. 
His  orders  wwe  misunderstood,  and  his  troops 
were  falling  into  confu^on.  when  Slorgan  rode 
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up  and  ordered  them  to  retreat  over  the  hill, 
where  Colonel  Washington's  cavalry  were  hurried 
forward  for  their  protection. 

The  British,  seeing  the  troops  retiring  over  the 
hill,  rushed  forward  irregularly  in  pursnit  of  what 
they  deemed  a.  ronted  foe.  To  their  aalonishinent, 
Ihey  were  met  by  Colonel  Washington's  dragoons, 
who  spurred  on  them  impetuously,  while  Howard's 
infantry,  facing  about,  gave  them  an  effective  vol- 
ley of  musketry,  and  then  charged  with  the  bay- 

The  enemy  now  lei!  into  complete  confusion. 
Some  fen-  artillerymen  attempted  to  defend  their 
guns,  but  were  cut  down  or  taken  prisoners,  and 
the  cannon  and  colors  captured.  A  panic  seized 
upon  the  British  troops,  aided  no  doubt  hy  fatigue 
and  exhaustion.  A  genera!  flight  took  place. 
Tarleton  endeavored  to  bring  liis  legion  cavalry 
iuto  action  to  retrieve  the  day.  They  had  stood 
aloof  as  a  reserve,  and  now,  infected  hy  the  panic, 
turned  their  bocks  upon  their  commander,  and 
galloped  olT  through  the  woods,  riding  over  the 
flying  infantry. 

Fourteen  of  his  officers,  however,  and  forty  of 
his  dragoons,  remained  true  to  him  ;  with  these 
he  attempted  to  withstand  the  attack  of  Washing- 
ton's cavalry,  and  «  fierce  meWe  look  place ;  but 
on  the  approach  of  Plowai'd's  infantry  Tarleton 
gave  up  all  for  lost,  and  spurred  off  with  his  few 
but  faithful  adherents,  trusting  to  the  speed  of 
their  luiraes  for  safely.  They  made  for  Hamilton's 
Ford  on  Bi'rmd  River,  thence  to  seek  the  main 
army  under  Curnwnllis. 
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The  Ins-s  or  the  British  in  this  aotioii  was  ten 
officera  Hnd  nbove  one  hundred  men  kilk'J,  two 
hundred  wounded,  and  between  five  and  »\x  hun- 
dred rank  aiid  file  made  priHoiiere ;  while  the 
Americans  had  hut  twelve  men  killed  and  sixty 
wounded.  The  disparity  of  ]o9i  shows  how  com- 
plete had  been  the  conrnsion  nnd  defeat  of  the 
enemy.  "  During  the  whole  period  of  the  war," 
says  one  of  Iheir  own  writers,  "  no  other  aelioD 
reflected  so  much  dishonor  on  the  British  arms,"^ 

The  spoils  taken  by  Morgnn,  Recording  to  his 
own  account,  were  two  field- pieces,  two  staudards, 
eight  hundred  muskets,  one  travelling  forge,  thirty- 
five  wagons,  seventy  negroes,  upwards  of  one 
hundred  dragoon-horses,  and  all  the  music  The 
enemy,  however,  had  destroyed  most  of  their  b^- 
gage,  which  was  immense. 

Morgan  did  not  linger  on  the  field  of  battle. 
Leaving  Colonel  Pickens  with  a  body  of  militia 
under  the  protection  of  a  flag,  to  bury  the  dead 
and  provide  lor  the  wounded  of  both  armies,  he 
set  out  the  same  day  about  noon,  with  his  prisoners 
and  spoils.  Lord  Coniwallis,  with  his  main  force, 
was  at  Turkey  Ci'eek,  only  twenty-five  miles  dis- 
tant, and  must  soon  hear  of  the  lale  Imtlle.  His 
object  WHS  to  get  lo  the  Catawba  before  he  could 
be  intercepted  by  his  lordship,  who  lay  nearer 
than  he  did  to  ilio  fords  of  that  river.  Before 
nightfall  he  crassed  Rroud  River  at  the  Cherokee 
Ford,  and  halted  for  a  few  hours  on  its  northern 
bank.  Before  daylight  of  the  18ih  he  was  again 
OD   the    march.     Colonel    Washington,  who  had 
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o  ID  portqit  of  tlie  tnitnj,  njintmi}  Mm  Ut  fhw 
none  of  i)i«  tJay.  m  ■!■»  dW  (>^>n*l  l't«liM>«, 
rba  bad  left  rndt  of  tlw  wounded  m  oatM  iwrf 
c   HiMvil,  owler  tfe»   prswelnn  cif  ll«   flag  nf 

BKfl  wwni^  owl  ■*  WnffA  M  mfercvplM  nftfcfA 
»  OBoii  MMk  Ae  CMMrfca,  k  fof  bw  prtnwra 
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Ak  wrfn*  to  aoMi  lii^«r  sj^  tinUt  Pw  mitfttt/ 
■ioMikaaM  C>MAatftiw  t4n4  r4M  ; 
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the  MMttered  remaios  of  Tarteion's  forces,  and  to 
wail  ibe  arrival  of  Gt^Deral  Leslie.  who«e  march 
had  been  much  retarded  by  the  waters,  but  who 
**  ifHs  at  last  out  of  (he  awaraps." 

On  ilie  lOih,  having  been  rejoined  by  Leslie, 
his  lordship  moved  towards  Kiug's  Greet,  and 
theuce  in  the  direction  of  King's  Monntain.  until 
iufurined  of  Morgnn's  retreat  toward  ibe  Catawba. 
Coruwallis  now  nltere<f  bis  course  in  that  ilircdioo. 
and,  trusting  that  Morgan,  encumbered,  as  he 
supposed  him  to  be,  by  prisoners  and  spoils,  might 
be  OTertakeo  before  be  could  cross  that  river,  de- 
tached a  pan  of  bb  force,  without  b^igage,  in 
pursuit  of  biw,  while    be    btlowed  on   with  the 


~-~  NolUog,  ny  the  Briti^  cfanmiden.  could  ex- 
cept the  rauniona  of  the  delRcbnMmt :  but  Uorgaa 
■Deceased  in  reach htg  ibe  Catawba  and  eroanug 
it  in  the  eTtmiog.  jutt  two  bouts  bcfim  tboee  is 
pmsuit  of  him  arrired  oo  its  bsoka.  A  iMmy 
nin  came  oo  and  fell  aH  lught,  and  by  daybreak 
the  river  w^  so  swollen  as  to  be  impaMabfci.* 

Hub  Boddea  eweOifig  of  the  riv«r  was  ecaMtercd 
by  ibe  AawrieeM  M  fovetbiag  pnmdcntiaL  b 
flmtiBiMd  fcr  aevcfal  Akys,  end  pve  Hw^m  liian 
to  send  off  his  pnaooeri  who  had  eroawd  tereml 
■ilea  aboTc,  aod  M  call  oat  the  nibiw  of  Meek- 
lenbwgaad  Bawan  coaatiea  la  gaaid  ihe  fai4i 
of  the  river* 

LtM.    C)>ninUaWSirE.aiBM:mita* 
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Lord  Cornwallia  had  moved  slowly  with  his 
maiu  bo<Iy.  He  was  euciimbered  by  an  immense 
train  of  baggage  ;  the.  roads  were  Ihrougli  deep 
red  clay,  and  the  counlry  wns  cut  up  by  streams 
and  morasses.  It  was  not  until  the  25ih,  that  be 
afiftembled  his  whole  force  at  Ramsour's  Illilis,  on 
the  Little  Catawba,  as  the  south  fork  of  llial  river 
is  called,  and  lennit  that  Morgan  had  crossed  the 
maio  stream.  Now  he  felt  the  loss  he  had  sus- 
tained, in  Ihe  iate  defeat  of  Tarleton,  of  a  great 
part  of  his  light  troops,  which  are  the  life  and 
spirit  of  an  army,  and  especially  eflicient  in  a 
thinly 'peopled  country  of  swamjts,  and  streams, 
and  forests,  like  that  be  was  entangled  in. 

In  this  crippled  condition,  he  determined  to  re- 
lieve his  army  of  everything  that  could  impede 
rapid  movement  in  his  iiitnre  operations.  Two 
days,  therefore,  wore  spent  by  him  at  Ramsour's 
Mills,  in  destroying  all  such  baggage  and  stores 
aa  could  possibly  l>e  spared.  He  began  with  his 
own.  His  officers  followed  hia  example.  Super- 
fluiUes  of  all  kinds  were  sacriliced  without  flinch- 
ing. Casks  of  wine  and  spirituous  liquors  were 
staved  :  quantities  even  of  provisions  were  sncri- 
Gced.  No  wagons  were  spared  but  those  laden 
with  hospital  stores,  salt  and  ammunition,  and 
four  empiy  ones,  for  the  sick  and  wounded.  The 
alacrily  with  which  these  sacrifices  of  comforts, 
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es.  and  even  necessaries,  were  made, 
mu  hoDorable  to  both  officers  and  meji.' 

The  whole  es[)e"Iieui  was  subsequently  stjeered 
at  b^  Sir  Heury  Clinton,  as  being  **  somethiiig 
too  like  a  Tartar  move;"  but  his  lordship  was 
prep&ring  for  a  trial  of  speed,  wbere  it  was  im- 
portant to  carry  tis  light  weight  as  possible. 

1  Atmal  Regiitcr.  1781,  p.  &3. 
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GmD«  joins  UorKsn  on  tba  CatBttbi.  —  Adupti  tbt  Pil>l>n 
Poliiy.  —  Movement  of  CornwalUt  to  ctmn  the  C«U"ljil.  — 
ASkir  St  McGowitn's  Ford.  —  tlUilJ*  ourpriud  by  TuileUin 
■I  Tunnt'e  Tarem.  — Cornwillit  ch«-k»il  1>y  Ihi  Ui>lnK 
of  the  Vadkin — Cooteil  of  Skill  uiil  SpMd'or  the  Two 
Anniea  Id  •  Uirch  to  thg  Baako  of  the  Uao- 

RSSENEBAL  Greene  was  gliiddened  liy  a 

s6Q>  letter  from  Morgan,  writti-ii  iiliortly  af- 

■SSh  t«^  !■>»  ■'e''«At  of  Tarlutuu,  mhI   Utuu^ 

Bitted   the  oewa  to  '^Va«hingtoii   whh    Iub   uwu 

I  generooe comments.    "The  victory  was  mniiilfite." 

f  writes  be,  "  and   the  actiou  gluri'iiu.      Tbai   Irril' 

I  fimcy  and  mccew  with  which  it  wa»  firugliL,  >hfe* 

r  lu^Mat  honor   to  the  Americsu   ktrw,  awl 

s  vpksodor  to  the  character  of  tlte  iffanunl  and 

mait  beg   le«T«   lo  recuuMotwl 

a  M  jw  EKodtogj'»  notios,  auvd  duubi  uot 


Mue  fiMB  Icatiifyii^  their  a^l' 

I,  voice  of  Ibe  a^ivn*^   e'  CoruwaUk  luul 
.    •'Uj  ammbtn,"  arrilv*  b«,  -  an^  M 
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tiiroBa,  wid  fight  them  I>efore  they  join  ] 
which  ihey  certainly  will  lio  if  they  i 
stopped." 

Grwnie  had  recently  received  intelligence  of 
the  [ajiding  of  troops  at  Wilmington,  from  a 
British  9i|uadmn.  bUppoMjd  to  tje  a  force  under 
Aninld.  destined  to  push  up  Cape  Fear  River, 
aiul  (u<>penttn  with  Comwallb;  he  h:id  to  pr^ 
pare,  therefore,  not  oidy  to  succor  Morgan,  bat 
to  prevent  Uiis  cuOperalioQ-  He  accordingly  de- 
iiuthed  GoHural  Slerens  with  Ids  Virginia  militia 
{who»»  l«nn  of  service  ivns  nearly  espireij)  to 
take  charge  of  Morgan's  prisoners,  and  conduct 
them  to  Chariotteevilte  iu  Virginia.  At  the  same 
lime  he  wrote  to  the  ^vemors  of  North  Qnro- 
liua  anil  Virginia,  for  all  the  aid  they  rould  fur- 
nish :  to  Sleubeu.  to  hasten  forward  his  recraits, 
and  to  Shelby,  Campbell,  and  others,  to  lake  arms 
once  morv,  uud  rival  their  achievements  at  King's 
Mountain. 

This  done,  he  left  General  Huger  in  command 
of  the  divi^n  on  the  Pedee,  with  orders  to 
hasten  on  by  forced  marches  to  Satisbuty,  to 
join  the  other  division  :  in  the  mean  time  he  set 
olf  on  horseback  for  Morgan's  camp,  attended 
merely  by  a  guide,  an  aide-de-camp,  and  a  ser- 
geant's gimnl  of  dragoons.  His  object  was  to 
aid  Morgan  in  Bssembling  militia  and  checking 
the  enemy  imUl  tiie  junction  of  his  forces  could 
be  efTecled.  It  vns  a  hard  ride  of  upwards  of 
a  hundred  miles  thmogh  a  rough  coantry.  On 
the  last  day  of  Jannary  he  readied  Morgan's 
camp  at  Sberrard'a  Ford  on  the  east  ^de  of  the 
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Catawba,  The  British  anny  lay  on  the  opposite 
biiIb  of  the  river,  but  &  few  milea  di^taut  f'rooi  it, 
and  appeared  to  be  makiog  preparatious  to  force 
a  passage  acroas,  as  it  was  subsidtug,  and  would 
soon  be  fordable.  Greene  sappOBeJ  Comwallis 
had  in  view  a  junction  with  Arnold  at  Cape 
Fear  ;  he  wrote,  therefore,  to  General  Huger  lo 
hurry  on,  so  that  with  their  united  forces  they 
could  give  his  lordship  a  defeat  before  he  could 
effect  the  junction.  "  /  am  not  wiihoul  hopes" 
writes  he,  "  of  ruining  Lord  Cormnalli»  if'  fie  per- 
tiiU  in  hit  mad  scheme  of  puthing  through  (he 
country ;  and  it  is  my  earnest  desire  to  form  a 
junction  as  early  for  this  purpose  as  possible. 
Desire  Colonel  Lee  to  force  a  march  to  join  us. 
Here  it  a  fine  field,  atid  great  glory  a/iead." 

More  correct  Information  relieved  him  from  the 
apprehension  of  a  cooperation  of  Arnold  and 
Comwallis.  The  British  troops  which  landed 
at  Wilmington,  were  merely  a  small  delAchnient 
sent  from  Churleston  to  establish  a  miliUry  depot 
for  the  me  of  Comwallis  in  his  Southern  cam- 
pfUgn.  Tliey  hud  taken  possession  of  Wilming- 
ton without  opposition. 

Greene  now  changed  hia  plans.  He  was 
aware  of  the  ill-provided  state  of  the  British 
army,  from  the  voluntary  destruction  of  their 
wagons,  tents,  and  baggage.  Indeed,  when  he 
first  heard  of  this  measure,  on  his  arriving  at 
Sherrard's  Ford,  he  had  eiclaimed,  "  Then  Com- 
wallis is  ours."  [lis  plan  now  was  to  tempt  the 
enemy  continually  with  the  prospect  of  a  buttle, 
but  continually  to  elude  one  ;  to  harass  them  by 
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a  long  pursuit,  draw  tliem  higher  into  the  conn- 
tty,  and  goio  Ume  for  die  division  adyandng  un- 
der Huger  to  join  him.  It  was  the  Fabian  pol- 
icy [h»t  he  had  learnt  under  Washiugton,  of  whom 
he  prided  himeelf  on  being  a  disdple. 

Ae  the  subsiding  of  the  Catawba  would  en- 
able Cornwallis  to  cross,  Greene  ordered  Mor- 
gan to  move  oflr  silently  with  his  division,  on  tlie 
evening  of  the  31st,  and  to  press  bis  march  all 
night,  so  as  to  gain  a  good  start  in  advance,  while 
he  (Greene)  would  remain  to  bring  on  llie  mil- 
itia, who  were  employed  to  clieck  the  enemy. 
These  militia,  assembled  from  the  neighboring 
counties,  did  not  exceed  five  hundred.  Two 
hundred  of  tliem  were  distributed  at  difTereut 
fords ;  the  remaining  three  hundred,  forming 
a  corps  of  mouiiled  riflemen  under  General  Da- 
vidson, were  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  en- 
emy, and  attack  him  wherever  he  should  make 
his  main  attempt  to  cross.  When  the  enemy 
should  have  actually  crossed,  the  dtficrent  lM>dies 
of  militia  were  to  make  the  best  of  their  way  to 
a  rendezvous,  sixteen  miles  distant,  on  the  road 
to  SaUfibnry,  where  Greene  would  be  waiting  to 
receive  them,  and  conduct  their  further  move- 
ments. 

"While  these  dispositions  were  being  made  by 
the  American  commander,  Comwallis  wr9  prepar- 
ing to  cross  tiie  river.  The  nigbt  of  the  31st  whs 
chosen  for  lite  attampl.  To  divert  the  nltentioo 
of  the  Americans,  he  detached  Colonels  Webster 
and  Tsrleton  with  a  part  of  the  army  to  a  public 
fonl   called    Beallie'e  Ford,    where    he  supposed 
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Davidson  to  be  slationeil.  There  thej'  were  to 
open  a  can noD ode,  and  make  a  feint  of  forcing  n  pas- 
sage. The  main  attempt,  however,  was  lo  be 
made  sis  miles  lower  down,  at  McGownn's,  a  pri- 
vate niid  unfrequented  ford,  where  little,  if  any, 
oppwitioD  was  anticipated. 

Coniwallis  set  out  for  that  ford,  with  the  main 
body  of  hia  army,  at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
The  night  was  dark  and  rainy.  He  iiad  lo  make 
his  way  througli  a  wood  and  swamp  where  there 
was  no  road.  His  artillery  stuck  fast.  The  line 
passed  on  without  them.  It  was  near  daybreak 
by  the  lime  the  head  of  the  column  readied  the 
ford.  To  their  surprise,  they  beheld  numerous 
camp  fires  on  the  opposite  bank.  Word  was  has- 
tily carried  to  Cornwallis  that  the  ford  was 
guarded.  It  was  so  indeed :  Davidson  was  there 
with  his  riflemen. 

His  lordship  would  have  waited  for  his  artil- 
lery, but  the  rain  was  still  falling,  and  might  ren- 
der the  river  uiifordHble.  At  that  place  the  Ca- 
tawba was  nearly  five  hundred  yards  wide,  about 
three  feet  deep,  very  rapid,  and  tiill  of  large 
Atones.  The  troops  entered  the  river  in  platoons, 
to  support  each  other  against  the  current,  and 
were  onlere<I  not  to  fire  until  they  should  gaiu  the 
opposite  bank.  Colonel  Hall,  of  the  light  infantry 
of  the  guanis,  led  the  way ;  the  grenadiers  fol- 
lowed. The  noise  of  the  water  and  the  darkness 
covered  their  movements  until  they  were  nearly 
half-way  acrosa,  when  ihey  were  descried  by  an 
American  sentinel.  He  challenged  them  three 
times,  and  receiving  do  answer,  fired.     Territied 
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hj  die  report,  ihe  man  who  wtts  guiding  ibe  Brit- 
bh  turned  and  fletl.  Colonel  Hall,  ihas  ab«n> 
doned,  XnA  tlie  waj  directlj  across  the  river; 
whereas  ilie  Irue  ford  iuclined  diagonally  farther 
down.  Ilall  had  to  (huu  through  deeper  water, 
bnl  lie  reached  a  part  of  the  bank  where  it  was 
uDguardtnl.  The  American  pickets,  loo.  which 
had  iiimed  out  at  the  alarm  gireo  bj  ibe  eentiael, 
had  to  deliver  a  dialaiil  and  slanting  Gre.  Still 
it  hod  ltd  eftecL  Three  of  Che  Briibb  wen 
killed,  and  thirty-six  wuiiiided.  Colouel  HbH 
pashed  on  gallantly,  but  was  »liot  down  as  he  as- 
cended the  Ijaiik.  The  horse  on  which  Cuniwal- 
lis  rode  was  wounded,  but  the  brave  animal  car- 
ried bis  lordship  to  the  shore,  where  he  sank 
under  liim.  The  steed  of  Brigadter-geoend 
O'llara  rolled  ovi^r  with  him  into  the  water,  and 
Getienil  Leslie's  horse  was  borne  away  by  the  tu- 
multuous current  and  wilh  difficullv  recovered. 

General  Davidson  linslened  witli  his  men  to- 
wards the  place  where  the  British  were  Undiiig. 
The  latter  fornted  as  soon  as  they  found  ihem- 
selvos  on  firm  ground,  charged  Diividsou*s  men 
before  he  had  time  to  gel  ihem  in  order,  killed 
and   wounded    about    forty,   and   put   the  rest    to 

fligi.t. 

General  Davidson  was  the  lasl  to  leave  the 
ground,  and  was  killed  just  as  be  was  mounting 
his  hotse.  When  the  enemy  had  effected  the 
passage,  Turleton  was  detached  with  his  cavalry 
in  pursuit  of  the  milili^  most  of  whom  dispersed 
10  their  homes.  Eager  to  avenge  his  late  disgrace, 
he  scoured  the  country,  and  made  for  Tarrant's 


DJSPERSIO.y   OF    THE   MILITIA.  267 

taTem,  nbont  leu  miles  distaiil,  ivliere  about  a 
hundred  nf  ihem  had  assembled  from  different 
fords,  on  their  way  to  the  rendezvous,  and 
were  refreshing  themselves.  As  Turletou  came 
clattering  upon  them  with  hb  legion,  they  ran  to 
their  horsex,  delivered  a  hHBt;  lire,  which  emptied 
some  of  his  saddles,  and  then  made  for  the  woods ; 
a  few  of  the  worst  mounted  were  overtaken  and 
Blain.  TarletoD,  in  his  account  of  his  campaigns, 
made  the  number  nearly  fifty ;  but  the  report  of 
a  liritixh  ofiirer,  who  rode  over  the  ground  shortly 
afterwunls,  reduced  it  to  ten.  The  truth  proba- 
bly lay  between.  The  survivors  were  dispersed 
beyond  rallying.  Tarleton,  satisGed  with  hia 
achievement,  rejoiiind  the  raaiti  body.  Had  ho 
scoured  the  couTitry  a  few  miles  further,  Gen- 
eral Greene  and  his  suite  might  have  faUen  into 
hb  hands. 

The  general,  informed  that  tlie  enemy  had 
crossed  the  Catawba  at  daybreak,  awaited  anx- 
iously at  the  rendezvous  the  arrival  of  the  militia. 
It  was  not  until  after  jnidtiight  that  he  heai'd  of 
their  utter  dispersion,  and  of  the  death  of  David- 
sou.  Apprehending  the  rapid  advance  of  Cora- 
wallis,  he  hasteued  to  rejoin  Morgan,  who  with 
hia  division  was  pushing  forward  for  the  Yadkin, 
flrBt  sending  orders  to  General  Huger  to  conduct 
the  other  division  by  the  most  direct  route  to 
Guilford  Court-house,  where  the  forces  ware  to 
be  united.  Greene  spurred  forward  through  heavy 
rain  and  deep  miry  roads.  It  was  a  dreary  rida 
and  a  lonely  one,  for  he  had  detached  his  aides- 
de-camp  in  difierent  directions,  \o  collect  the  scat- 
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tered  militia.  At  mitl-ilay  lie  alighted,  weary  and 
travel-alHined,  at  tlie  inn  at  Salisbury,  wliere  the 
Hrmy  plijaician  mho  had  charge  of  the  eiuk  and 
woundeil  prisoners  received  him  at  the  door,  and 
inquired  after  his  well-being.  "  Fatigued,  hungry, 
nlone,  and  peuniless,"  was  Greene's  heavy-hearted 
reply.  The  landlady,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Steele, 
overheard  his  desponding  words.  White  he  was 
seated  at  table,  she  entered  the  room,  dosed  the 
door,  aud  drawing  front  under  her  apron  two  baga 
of  money,  which  she  had  carerully  hoarded  in 
those  precariouH  times,  ''  Take  these,"  said  the 
noble  hearted  woman ;  "  yon  will  want  them,  and 
I  can  do  wilhout  them."  This  is  one  of  the  Duni- 
berless  instances  of  the  devoted  patriotism  of  our 
women  during  the  Revolution.  Their  patriotisin 
was  apt  to  be  purer  and  more  disiuterealed  than 
that  of  tlie  men. 

Comwallis  did  not  advance  so  rapidly  as  had 
been  apprehended.  After  crossing  the  Catawba, 
he  had  to  wait  for  hts  wagons  and  artillery,  whidi 
had  remained  on  the  other  .side  in  the  woods ;  so 
that  by  nightfall  of  the  let  of  February  be  waa 
not  more  than  live  miles  on  the  road  to  Snlishury. 
Eager  to  come  up  with  the  Americans,  he  mounted 
some  of  the  infantry  upon  the  baggnge  horses, 
joined  them  to  the  cavalry,  imd  itent  the  whole 
forward  under  General  O'Hara.  They  arrived 
on  the  banks  of  the  Yadkin  at  night,  between  tlia 
2d  and  3d  of  Febniary,  just  in  time  to  capture  a 
lew  wagons  lingering  in  the  rear  of  tlie  American 
army,  which  had  passed.  The  riflemen  who 
gtiarded  them    retreated  aiVer  a   short  skirmish. 
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There  were  no  bouts  willi  which  lo  cross ;  the 
Americans  had  securetl  liiein  on  tlio  other  eide. 
The  rain  whicli  lind  fnllen  throughout  the  day  hnd 
overflooded  the  ford  by  which  the  American  cavalry 
had  passed.  The  puraucra  were  agHio  braught  to 
a  staud.  After  some  doubt  mid  delay,  Curiiwal- 
lis  took  hiB  cuurae  up  the  south  aide  of  the  Yad- 
kin, and  croBHed  by  what  is  alii]  called  the  Shal- 
low Ford,  while  GreeDe  coolinued  ou  unmolested 
to  Guilford  Court-hoose,  where  he  was  joined  by 
General  Uuger  and  his  division  on  the  !)lh. 

Cornwallis  was  now  encamped  about  twenty- 
five  miles  above  them,  at  the  old  Moravian  town 
of  Salem.  Greene  summoned  a  council  of  wor 
(almost  the  only  time  he  was  known  to  do  so), 
and  submitted  the  question  whether  or  not  to  oSer 
battle.  There  was  a  unanimous  vole  iu  the  nega- 
tive. A  fourth  part  of  the  force  was  on  the  sick 
list,  from  nakedness  and  exposure.  The  official 
returns  gave  but  two  thousand  and  thirty-six, 
rank  and  file,  fit  far  duty.  Of  these  upwards  of 
eis  hundred  were  militia. 

Cornwallis  had  from  twenty-five  hundred  to 
tbree  thousand  men,  including  three  hundred 
cavalry,  all  thoroughly  disciplined  and  well 
equipped.  It  was  determined  to  continue  the  re- 
treat. 

The  great  object  of  Greene  now  was  to  get 
across  the  river  Dan  and  throw  himself  into  Vir- 
ginia. With  the  reinforcements  and  assistance  he 
might  there  expect  to  find,  he  hoped  to  effect  the 
salvation  of  the  South,  and  prevent  the  diamem- 
bermenl  of  the  Uuion.     The  object  of  Cornwallis 
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was  to  get  Ix'tweeri  bim  and  Virginia,  force  him 
to  a  combni  before  he  could  receive  those  rein- 
forcements, or  enclose  bim  in  between  tbe  great 
rivers  on  the  west,  the  Kea  on  the  cBSt,  and  the  two 
divi»ionH  of  the  Briiisli  army  under  himaelf  and 
Lord  Rawdon  on  I  lie  north  and  south.  His 
lordship  had  been  inrormcit  that  the  lower  part 
of  the  Dan,  at  present,  conld  only  be  croesed  In 
buttlB,  Hud  that  the  country  conld  not  aflbrd  a 
Bufficient  number  for  tbe  passage  of  Greene's 
army  ;  he  trusted,  therefore,  to  cut  bim  off  from 
the  upper  part  of  the  river,  where  aloue  it  was 
fordable.  Greene,  however,  had  provided  agninst 
such  a  contingency.  Boats  bad  been  secured  at 
B  places  by  his  agents,  and  could  be  col- 
lected at  a  few  hours'  notice  al  tbe  lower  ferries. 
Instead,  theiisfore,  of  striving  with  his  lordship  for 
the  upper  fords,  Greene  shaped  his  course  for 
Boyd's  anA  Irwin's  fords,  just  above  the  conflu- 
ence of  the  Dan  and  Staunton  rivers  which  forma 
the  Boanoke,  and  about  seventy  miles  from  Guil- 
ford Court-house.  This  would  give  him  twenty- 
five  miles  advanluge  of  Lord  Comwallis  at  the 
outset.  General  Kostinseko  was  sent  with  a 
party  in  advance  to  collect  the  boats  and  throw  up 
breastworks  at  the  ferries. 

In  ordering  his  march.  General  Greene  took  tbe 
lead  with  the  main  body,  the  baggage,  and  stores. 
General  Morgan  would  have  had  the  commtunl  of 
r-guard,  composed  of  seven  hundred  of  tbe 
most  alert  and  active  troops,  cavalry  and  light 
iniauiry ;  but,  being  disabled  by  a  violent  attack 
of  ague  and  Tbeumatism,  it  was  given  to  Colonel 
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Otho  R.    'WiHIams    (formerly    adjiilani-geDeral). 
who  had  iriih  bim  Cotooeb  Howard,  WoshingUNi, 

^Dii^  cocfs,  delacheil  some  ihl 
did  iolinile  service.  Being  lightlj  eqaippel,  it 
«Duld  maneuver  in  front  of  the  BriiLih  line  of 
inarcli,  br«sk  donn  bridges,  sweep  ofl"  provbions, 
anA  impede  Iie  progress  in  a  variety  of  ways, 
while  ilie  main  body  mored  forward  nomolested. 
It  was  M>w  that  Comwallis  most  felt  tbe  severity 
of  tbe  blow  be  bad  reoeived  at  liie  battle  of  tbe 
Cbvpens  in  the  loss  of  bis  light  lroop«,  having  so 
few  to  oope  wiib  lite  elite  corps  under  Williams. 

Gresl  abilities  were  ebown  by  the  commanders 
on  eiilier  fide  in  thb  momenloos  trial  of  activity 
and  dill-  It  was  a  long  iind  severe  march  fur 
both  armies,  thuoagh  a  wild  and  rough  cuoutry, 
tfcialy  peof4ed,  cot  op  by  Btreant^  partly  covered 
bj  iwHtt,  skiag  deep  aod  trut/ea  roftda.  nnder 
AaxAiBg  nuDi,  without  tenia  al  ni^bL,  and  with 
■aatj  fii|ipl*e8  of  pnmwna.  Tbe  British  mflered 
the  leut,  far  ib^  wen  wdl  eqiupped  sad  eon- 
fartafclyciad;  whercaalbe  poor  AmeriaB*  were 
bafiy  tK  for  daduB^  and  ntaay  of  iben  witbgot 
Aon.     The    patrioi  aniies   of  tbe    Berolmioa, 


L 


la   leave  erid^Mn  of  tbnr  liMililii|iii  m  bluody 
fcelywl 

Ve  farlwH-  to  oiler  into  tfae  detub  «f  Ibis 
■■■terty  ifdnal,  tbe  tammj  slw^iagema  and  nanev- 
nn  cf  Ifae  oawr^  F"*?  ***  dday  and  boodwiek 
tbe  eaevT.     Tanetew  ■aaeli  bean  wvtBeM  m  bia 
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nas  juiJiciously  designed  and  vigoronslj  execated. 
So  much  had  ComwHllb  been  minnrormed  at  Ihe 
outset  as  lo  the  means  below  of  passing  tbe  river, 
and  HO  diDicuU  was,  it  from  want  of  light  troops, 
to  gain  iDformation  while  on  llie  march,  that  he 
pushed  on  in  llie  firm  convictiou  that  he  was  driv- 
ing the  American  armj  into  a  trap  and  nonld 
give  it  a  signal  blow  before  it  could  cross  tlie  Dan. 
In  the  mean  lime,  Greetm,  with  the  main  body, 
reached  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  succeeded  in 
crossing  over  with  ease  in  the  cour«e  of  a  single 
day  Al  Boyd's  and  Irwin's  ferries,  seudiug  baok 
word  to  Williams,  who  with  his  covering  party 
was  far  in  the  rear.  That  intelligent  officer  en- 
camped, (18  usual,  iu  the  evening,  at  a  wary  dis- 
tance in  front  of  the  enemy,  but  stole  a  march 
upon  them  after  dark,  leaving  his  camp  fires  burn- 
ing. He  pushed  on  all  night,  arrived  at  the  ferry 
iu  the  morning  of  the  15th,  having  ma:ched  forty 
miles  within  the  last  four  aud  twenty  hours ; 
and  made  Euch  dispatch  in  crossing,  that  his  last 
troops  bad  landed  on  the  Virginia  shore  by  the 
time  the  astonished  eneiuy  arrived  on  the  opposite 
bank.  Nothing,  according  lo  their  own  hvowbI, 
could  surpass  tbe  grief  and  vexation  of  the  Briiii^li 
at  discovering,  on  their  arrival  at  Boyd's  Ferry, 
"  that  all  their  toils  and  exertions  had  been  vain, 
and  that  all  their  hopes  were  frustrated."  ' 
I  Annual  Regttter,  ITBl. 


CHAPTER  XX. 


Coniwallu  takea  po«t  it  Hilliburougli.  —  His  nmclamnlion-  — 
Greene  recTMses  the  D»n.  —  Country  icnured  by  l,ee  B9d 
Pickeoii.  —  Adair  nilh  Colonel  Pyle.  —  SlnDeuvun  orConi- 
wslIiB  to  bring  Greene  to  Actinn.-  Battle  of  Guilford  C^iurt- 
hoiue  — Greene  nttreili  lo  Troublesome  Creek.— Oom- 
mtlis  mucbes  toward  Cape  Fear. —  Greene  pursues  him.  — 
!s  brought  to  d  stand  at  Deep  Biver.  —  Determines  to  Kaw 
Aboot  and  cnrry  ihe  War  into  Soutli  Carolina.  —  Cornwallis 
marches  for  Virginia. 

|E*ji^|l0R    a  day  Ihe  two  armies  Iny  pnniing 

iH'^rf*  ^''*i  banks  of  the  river,  which  hiul  put  an 
eod  io  iht  race.  In  a  leller  to  Thomas  Jeflerwin, 
dated  tLe  day  of  the  crossing,  Greene  writes  :  "  On 
the  Dan  Rirer,  almost  fAtJgue<I  to  deaih,  hnring 
bad  a  reireni  to  conduct  of  upwards  of  two  hundred 
miles,  tnaoeuvering  constantly  in  the  face  of  the 
enemy  to  give  time  for  the  militia  Io  turn  onl  mid 
get  off  onr  stores."  And  to  Washington  he  wriiea 
(Feb.  15), "  Lord  Cornwallis  has  been  nt  otir  heels 
from  day  to  day  ever  since  we  left  Guilford,  and 
onr  movements  from  thence  lo  this  place  have 
been  of  the  most  critical  kind,  having  a  river  in 
oar  (roni  and  llie  enemy  in  oar  rear.  The  mis- 
erable  conditioo  of  the  troops  (or  clothing  baa  roo- 
dend    the  inarch    the    moet   painful  imaginable. 
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many  liunJred  of  llie  ioldiets  trucking  ihe  gromtd 
with  tlieir  bloody  ftet.  Your  feelings  Tur  the  raF- 
fcriogs  of  the  soldier,  hftd  jon  been  with  ns, 
would  bare  been  severely  tried.''  lie  condodes 
by  na  honoraUe  lestimonial  in  tbeir  faror:  "Odt 
army  are  in  good  epiriis,  nolwiibsiandiug  ibear  snf- 
feriugs  and  excessive  (kligue." 

On  the  L6th,  the  rirer  began  to  suheide :  the 
enemy  might  soon  be  able  to  aws.  Greene  pre- 
pared for  !k  furtber  retreat  by  sending  forward  b« 
baggage  on  the  road  to  Halibx.  and  securing  tht 
passage  of  the  SLannton.  Al  Halifax  be  was  re- 
solved to  make  a  stand,  rather  iban  safier  the  es- 
emy  to  take  poesegsion  of  it  withoat  s  single. 
Its  situation  on  the  Roanoke  would  make  it  a 
strong  poifition  for  tbeir  army,  supported  by  a  fleet, 
aud  would  faror  their  designa  both  uo  Yirginta 
and  the  Carolinas.  With  a  view  to  its  defrow, 
in  trench  ntenis  had  already  been  thrown  up,  tnider 
the  direction  of  Koadu^zko. 

Lord  Comwaltis,  however,  did  not  deem  it  pn»- 
deul.  under  pre^nl  circumstances  to  venture  into 
Virginia,  wherv  Greene  would  be  sure  of  power- 
ful reinforcements.  North  Curoliiia  wa»  in  a  state 
of  the  utmost  disorder  and  confusion :  be  ihonght 
it  belter  to  remain  in  it  for  a  time,  and  pro6t  by 
having  compelled  Greene  to  abandon  it.  AJler 
giving  his  troops  a  day's  repose,  therefore,  be  pat 
them  ODce  more  in  motion  on  the  IStli,  along  Ibe 
road  by  which  be  had  pursued  Greene.  The  Ut- 
ter, who  was  incessantly  on  the  alert,  was  tnGmoed 
of  this  retrt^rade  move,  by  a  preconcerted  signal ; 
the  waving  of  a  white  handkerchief,  under  cover! 
of  tlie  (q>pa8ile  bank,  by  a  female  potrioL 
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This  c)iatig;ed  the  gckine.  Lee,  wUL  his  legion, 
Btrenglheiied  by  Iwo  veteran  Slarylfliid  coinpnnieB, 
aud  Pickensi,  with  a  corps  of  South  Cnroliua  mili- 
tia, all  lighl  Iroopa,  were  Iraiisported  acroM  the 
Dau  iu  the  boats,  with  orders  to  gaiu  the  Trout  of 
Cornwaiijs,  hover  as  uear  as  siifcly  would  permit, 
cut  off  bis  intercourse  witli  the  disaffected  pans 
of  the  country,  aod  check  the  rising  of  the  royal- 
ists. "If  we  can  but  delay  him  for  a  day  or 
two,"  siiid  Greene,  "  he  must  be  ruiued."  Greene, 
in  the  nieauwhile,  remained  with  his  main  force 
on  Ihe  northern  bank  of  the  Dan,  waiting  to  as- 
certain his  lordship's  real  designs,  and  ready  to 
cross  at  a  moment's  warning. 

The  movements  of  Cornwallis,  for  a  day  oi'  two, 
were  of  a  dubious  nature,  designed  to  perplex  his 
opponents ;  on  the  20i]),  however,  he  look  post  at 
Hillsborough.  Here  he  erected  the  myal  stand- 
ard, and  issued  a  proclamation,  staling  ihat,  where- 
as it  had  pleased  Divine  Providence  to  prosper 
the  operations  of  His  Majesty's  arms  in  driving  the 
rebel  army  out  of  Ihe  province,  he  invited  all  hia 
loyal  subjects  to  hasten  to  this  standard  with  their 
anus  and  tea  days'  provisions,  to  assisi  in  hu[>< 
pressing  the  reroaliie  of  rebellion,  and  recslabliab- 
ing  good  order  and  consiitutiottal  government. 

By  another  ioslrtunent,  all  who  could  raJM 
indepeadcot  oompanies  were  called  upon  lo  give 
in  their  names  at  head-quarters,  and  a  boaniy  in 
money  aod  lands  was  promised  to  Ihoae  who 
should  enlist  ander  them.  The  companies  lliua 
raised  weie  to  be  fbrnied  into  regimenU. 

These  •onudiiig  a|)pe«ls  prodnced  but  little  et 
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iect  ou  the  people  of  ihe  surTounding  dblricts. 
Many  haadreds,  lay^  Tarlelon,  rode  iiiio  the  cunp 
(o  talk  over  ihe  proclamation,  inqnire  the  nevs  of 
the  da;,  and  take  a  vieir  of  the  king's  iroop«. 
The  generality  seemed  deeirous  of  peats,  but  arerae 
from  any  exertion  to  procure  it.  They  acknowl- 
edged tlial  the  CoDlinentaU  had  been  chased  ool 
of  the  province,  but  apprelieoded  iliey  would  sooo 
letum.  ~  Some  of  the  ratal  zealous.'  adds  be, 
"proniifed  lo  miae  companies,  and  even  regi- 
menta;  bot  their  followers  and  dependents  were 
slow  to  enl'isL."  TarleloQ  himself  was  forthwith 
detached  wilb  the  CMTalry  and  a  small  body  of 
infantry,  to  a  region  of  country  lying  between 
the  Haw  and  Deep  rivers,  to  bring  on  a  con- 
sidenible  number  of  loyalists  who  were  said  lo 
be  as^mbling  there- 
Rumor,  in  Ihe  mean  time,  had  magiiilied  the 
effect  of  his  lonle^hip's  proclamations.  Word  was 
bronght  to  Greene,  that  the  tones  were  flocking 
from  all  quarters  to  the  royal  standard.  Seven 
companies  it  waa  !aid.  hod  been  raised  in  a  single 
day.  At  this  time  the  reinforcements  to  the 
AmericHD  camp  hsd  been  little  more  than  six 
hundred  Virginia  militia,  under  General  Stevens. 
Greene  saw  that  at  this  rate,  if  CornnaJlis  were 
allowed  lo  remain  undisturbed,  he  would  mod 
have  complete  command  of  North  Carotins  ;  he 
boldly  determined,  therefore,  to  recross  the  Dan 
at  all  hazards  with  Ihe  scanty  force  at  bis  com- 
mand,  and  give  his  lordship  check.  In  this  spirit 
he  broke  np  hb  csmp  and  crossed  (he  rivvr  on  the 
23d. 
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Tn  the  menn  time,  Lee  and  Pickena,  who  were 
Bcouling  the  country  about  Hillsborough,  reeeived 
iofornialion  of  Tnrleion'e  recruitinjr  expeililion  to 
the  region  belween  the  Hbw  aiid  deep  Rivers. 
There  was  no  foe  they  were  more  enger  to  cope 
with ;  aud  they  resolred  to  give  him  a  surprise. 
HttTiDg  forded  the  Haw  one  dny  aboiil  noon,  they 
learnt  from  a  countryman  that  Tarleton  whs  en- 
camped about  iliree  miles  ofT,  that  his  horses  were 
unsaddled,  ntid  that  everylbing  indicated  conRdent 
security.  They  now  pushed  on  under  covert  of 
the  woods,  prepared  to  give  the  bold  pariisan  a 
blow  after  his  own  fashion.  Before  they  reached 
the  place  Tarleton  had  marched  on  ;  tiiey  captured 
two  of  bis  etnlf,  however,  who  had  remained  be- 
hind, settling  with  the  people  of  a  &rm-houBe  for 
supplies  furnished  to  the  detachment. 

Being  informed  that  Tarlelon  was  to  halt  for 
the  night  at  Ihe  distance  of  six  miles,  they  still 
trusted  to  surprise  hira.  On  the  way,  however, 
they  had  an  encounter  wiili  a  body  of  three  or 
four  hundred  mounted  royalists,  armed  with  rifles, 
Aud  commandei)  by  a  Colonel  Pyle,  marching  in 
quest  of  Tarleton.  As  Lee  with  his  cavalry  was 
in  advance,  he  was  mistaken  for  Tarleton,  imd 
halted  with  loyal  acclamations.  He  favored  the 
mistake,  and  was  taking  roeiuiures  to  capture  the 
royalists,  when  some  of  ihem,  seeing  the  infantry 
uiider  Pickens,  discovered  their  error  and  fired 
upon  ihe  rear-guard.  The  cavalry  instantly 
charged  upon  them ;  ninety  were  cut  down  aud 
slRiu,  and  a  great  number  wounded ;  among  the 
latter  was  Colonel  Pyle  himself,  who  look  reliige 
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among  thickets  on  ttie  borders  of  a  piece  of  water 
which  atili  beare  his  name.  The  AmericaiK  al- 
leged Id  escD»e  for  the  slsughter,  chat  it  was  pro- 
voked by  their  beiog  attacked ;  and  that  the  sabre 
wa»  nsed,  aa  n  eonlinaed  firing  might  alann  Tarte- 
ton's  camp.  We  do  not  wonder,  bowe^'er,  thai 
British  writers  prononnced  it  a  massacre ;  Ifaongh 
it  was  bat  following  the  example  set  by  Torleton 
himself,  in  this  ruthless  campaign. 

After  all,  Lee  and  Pickens  mused  li>e  object 
of  their  enterprise.  The  approach  of  night  and 
the  iatigue  of  their  troops,  made  them  defer  their 
altnck  upon  Tarlelon  until  morning.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  latter  had  received  an  express  from 
Comwallis,  informing  him  that  Greene  had  passed 
the  Dati,  ami  ordering-  him  to  return  to  Hillsbor- 
ough Bs  soon  as  possible.  He  hastened  to  obey. 
Lee  with  his  legion  was  in  the  saddle  before  day- 
break (  but  Tarleton's  troops  were  already  on  the 
man;h.  "The  legion,"  writes  Lee,  "aeciislomed 
Id  night  expeditions,  hnd  been  in  (he  habit  of  using 
piue-torch  for  ftnmbeau.  Supplied  with  this,  though 
the  morning  was  dark,  the  enemy's  trail  was  dis- 
tinctly discovered,  whenever  a,  divergency  took 
place  in  his  route." 

Before  sunrise,  however,  Tarlelon  had  forded 
Ihe  Haw,  and  "  Light  Horse  Harry "  gave  over 
the  pursuit,  consoling  himself  that  though  he  had 
not  ettecied  the  chief  object  of  his  enterprise,  a 
secondnry  one  was  completely  eiecuted,  which 
would  repress  the  tory  spirit  just  beginning  lo 
burst  forth.  "  Fortune,"  writes  he  in  his  magnil- 
oquent way,  "  Fortune,   which  sways  so  imperi- 
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ously  tlie  affairs  of  war,  demonslraled  throiighoul 
the  opemlion  lis  supreme  control, '  Nolliiiig  wa^i 
omitleil  OH  the  pari  of  Ihe  Americans,  lo  give  to 
the  expedilion  the  desired  lermiiialiou ;  Lut  the 
very  bright  prospects  which  for  a  time  presented 
themselves,  were  suddenly  overcast ;  —  the  caprt- 
ciotis  goddess  gave  us  Pyle  and  saved  Tarlelon." 

Tlie  reappearance  of  Greene  and  his  army  in 
North  Carolina,  heralded  by  the  scourings  of  Lee 
and  Pickens,  disconcerted  the  schemes  of  Lord 
Comwaltis  The  rcerniling  service  was  interrupt- 
ed. Many  rnyallsts  who  were  on  (he  way  to  his 
carop  returned  home.  Forage  and  provisions  be- 
came scarce  in  the  iieighhorhood.  He  found 
tiimself,  he  said,  ''amongst  limid  friends  and  ad- 
joining to  inveterate  rebels."  On  the  2Glh,  there- 
fore, he  abandoned  Hillsborough,  threw  himself 
ftCtvss  the  Haw,  and  encamped  near  Ahimance 
Creek,  one  of  its  principal  Irihniaries,  in  a  country 
favorable  to  supplies  and  with  a  tory  population. 
His  position  was  commanding,  at  the  point  of  con- 
currence of  ronda  from  Salisbury,  Guilford,  High 
Sockford.  Cross  Creek,  and  Hillsborough.  It 
covered  also  the  communication  with  Wilmington, 
where  a  d^pSt  of  military  slorea,  so  important  lo 
hia  half  destitute  army,  bod  recently  been  estab- 
lished. 

Greene,  with  his  main  army,  took  post  about 
Hfteen  mites  alinve  him,  on  ihe  heights  between 
Trotiblesome  Creek  and  Reedy  Fork,  one  of  the 
tributaries  of  ilie  Haw.  Ilia  plan  was  to  cut  the 
enemy  off  from  the  upper  counties  ;  lo  harass  him 
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by  skirmishes,  but  to  Hvoid  a  getit^rnl  battle ;  thna 
gnining  time  for  the  nrrival  of  rein  force  men  ta  daily 
expected.  He  rarely  lay  more  than  two  Anyi  \a 
a  plflce,  and  kept  his  light  troops  uniler  Pickens 
and  WilliamB  between  bjm  and  the  enemy ;  hov- 
ering about  the  latter ;  intercepting  bia  intelli- 
gence ;  attackitig  his  foraging  parties,  ani  striking 
Ht  hia  flauka  whenever  eipoaed.  Sharp  akirmtsh- 
tB  occurred  between  them  and  Tnrleloii's  cavalry 
with  varioua  succeaa.  The  connlry  being  much 
of  a  wllderneaa,  obliged  both  partiea  to  be  on  the 
alert;  but  the  Americans,  accuatomed  to  buab- 
flghting,  were  not  easily  surprised. 

On  llie  Gill  of  Afarch,  CornwalHs,  learning  that 
the  li)|ht  troops  under  Willinma  were  very  care- 
lessly posted,  put  hia  army  suddenly  in  motion, 
and  crossed  the  Alamance  in  a  thick  fog ;  with 
ihe  design  to  beat  up  their  quarters,  drive  them 
in  upon  the  main  array,  and  bring  Greene  to  ac- 
tion should  he  come  to  their  assistance.  Hia 
movement  was  discovered  by  the  Amei'ican  pa- 
trols, and  the  alarm  given.  Williams  hastily 
called  in  hia  detnchtnenla,  and  retreated  with  his 
light  troops  across  Eeedy  Fork,  while  Lee  with 
ilia  legion  maneuvered  in  front  of  the  enemy.  A 
stand  was  made  by  the  Americans  at  WeiEell's 
Mill,  hut  tbey  were  obliged  (o  retire  with  Ihe  loss 
of  fifty  killed  and  wounded.  Cornwallia  did  not 
pursue ;  evening  waa  approaching,  and  he  had 
tailed  in  his  main  object ;  that  of  bringing  Greene 
to  atrtion.  The  latter,  fixed  in  his  resolve  of 
avoiding  a  conflict,  had  retreated  across  the  Haw, 
in  oifler  to  keep  up  hia  communication  with  die 
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rooilB  by  wliicli  lie  expected  his  aoppliea  and  rein- 
forcemenla.  The  militia  of  tlie  couniry,  who  oc- 
casionally flocked  lo  his  camp,  were  chiefly  volun- 
teers, who  fell  off  after  every  skirmish,  "  going 
home,"  as  he  eaid,  ''to  tell  the  news."  "At  this 
lime,"  said  lie  oti  the  10th,  "I  have  not  above 
tight  or  nine  hundred  of  them  in  the  field ;  yet 
there  have  been  upwards  of  five  thousand  in  mo- 
tion in  the  course  of  four  weeks.  A  foree  fluctu- 
ating in  this  manner  can  promise  hut  slender 
hopes  of  success  against  an  enemy  in  high  disci- 
pline, and  made  formidable  by  the  Buperiorily  of 
their  numbers.  Hitherto,  I  huve  been  obliged  to 
effect  that  by  finesse  which  I  dare  not  attempt  by 
force."  • 

Greene  had  scarcely  written  this  letter  when 
tbe  long  expected  reiuforcements  arrived,  having 
been  hurried  on  by  forced  marches.  They  oon- 
siAt«d  of  a  brigade  of  Virginia  militia,  under  Gen- 
eral  Lawson,  two  brigades  of  North  Carolina  mili- 
tia under  generals  Butler  and  Eaton,  and  four 
hundred  regulars  enlisted  for  eighteen  montba. 
Uia  whole  effective  force,  aceordiug  to  official  re- 
turns, amounted  to  four  thousand  two  hundred 
and  forty-three  foot,  and  one  hundred  and  siity- 
one  cavalry.  Of  his  infautry,  uot  quite  two  thou- 
aaml  wore  regulars,  and  of  these,  lliree-fourths 
were  new  levies.  His  force  nearly  doubled  in 
number  that  of  Cornwallis.  which  did  not  exceed 
two  diousand  four  hundred  men  ;  but  many  of 
Greene's  troops  were  raw  and  inexperienced,  and 
bad  never  been  in  battle ;  those  of  the  enemy 
1  LetlBT  to  Gav«rnQr  JelTenon,  Alurcti  ID. 
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were  veLerans  schooled  in  warfare,  and,  as  it 
were,  weldetl  Uigether  by  campaigning  in  a  for- 
eign land,  where  tlicJr  main  safetj  consisted  in 
standing  hy  each  other. 

Greene  knew  the  inferiuritj'  of  his  troops  in 
this  respect;  his  reinforcements,  loo,  fell  far  short 
of  what  he  had  been  led  to  eKpect,  yet  he  detei^ 
mined  to  accept  the  battle  which  hod  so  long  been 
offered.  Tlie  corps  of  light  troops,  under  Wil- 
liams, whic;h  had  rendered  such  eflident  service, 
was  now  incorporated  with  the  main  body,  and 
alt  detachments  were  ordered  to  asEemble  at 
Guilford,  within  eight  miles  of  the  enemy,  where 
he  encamped  on  the  Hth,  sending  his  wagons 
and  heavy  baggage  to  the  Iron  Works  at  Trou- 
blesome Creek,  ten  miles  in  his  rear. 

Comwaliis,  from  the  difficulty  of  getting  cor- 
rect information,  and  from  Greene's  frequent 
change  of  position,  had  an  exaggerated  idea  of 
the  American  force,  rating  it  as  high  as  eight 
thousand  men :  still  he  trusted  in  his  well-seas- 
oned veterans,  and  determJTied  to  attjick  Greene 
in  his  encampment,  now  that  he  seenie^l  disposed 
for  a  general  action.  To  provide  against  the 
possibility  of  a  retreat,  he  sent  his  carriages  and 
baggage  to  Bell's  Mills,  on  Deep  Kiver.  and  set 
out  at  daybreak  on  the  I5th,  for  Guilfonl. 

Wilhiii  four  miles  of  that  place,  near  the 
New  Garden  meeting-house,  Tarleton  with  the 
advanced  guard  of  cavalry,  infantry,  and  yagers, 
came  upon  the  American  a<lvance<l  giiaitl,  com- 
posed of  l^e's  partisan  legion,  and  some  raoun- 
taiueors  and  Virginia  miliiia.     Tarleton  and  Lee 
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were  well  miiiched  in  military  prowess,  and  the 
Bkiriuisli  between  them  was  severe.  Lee's  horses, 
being  from  Virginia  and  Pennsylvanin,  were  su- 
perior ia  weight  and  strength  to  those  of  his 
opponent,  which  had  been  chiefly  taken  from 
plantations  in  South  Carolina.  The  latter  were 
borne  down  by  a  chat^  in  close  column  ;  several 
of  their  riders  were  dismounted,  and  killed  or 
taken  prisoners.  Tarleton,  seeing  that  his  weakly 
mounted  men  fought  to  a  disadvantage,  sounded 
a  retreat ;  Lee  endeavored  lo  cut  biin  off:  a  gen- 
eral conflict  of  the  vanguards,  horse  and  foot, 
ensued,  when  the  appearance  of  the  main  body 
of  the  enemy  obliged  Lee,  in  his  turn,  lo  retire 
with  predpitaiion. 

During  this  time,  Greene  was  preparing  for  ac- 
tion on  a  woody  eminence,  a  little  more  than  a 
mile  south  of  Gnilford  Court  House.  Tlie  neigh- 
boring country  was  covered  with  forest,  excepting 
some  cultivated  fields  aliout  tlie  court-honse,  and 
along  the  Salisbury  road,  wliich  passed  through 
the  centre  of  the  place,  from  south  to  north. 

Greene  had  drawn  out  his  troops  in  three 
tines.  The  first,  composed  of  North  Carolina 
militia,  volunteers  and  riflemen,  imder  generals 
Butler  and  Eaton,  was  po8te<l  behind  a  feuce, 
with  an  open  field  in  front,  and  woods  on  the 
flanks  and  in  the  rear.  About  tliree  hundred 
yards  behind  this,  was  the  second  line,  composed 
of  Virginia  militia,  under  generals  Sievens  and 
Lawson,  dranu  up  across  the  road,  and  covered 
by  a  wood.  The  tliird  line,  about  four  hundred 
yards  in  the  rear  of  the  second,  was  composed  of 
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Cutitinental  troops  or  regulant ;  those  of  Vir^nui 
umler  General  Hugwr  on  ibe  right,  those  of  Maty- 
land  under  Colonel  Williams  on  the  left.  Colonel 
Washington  with  a  body  of  dragoons,  Kirkwood's 
Delaware  infentry,  and  a  battalion  of  Virginia 
militia,  covered  the  right  flank;  Lee's  legion,  with 
rhe  Virginia  riflemen  under  Colonel  Campbell, 
covered  the  left.  Two  six-pounders  were  in  the 
road,  in  advance  of  the  first  line;  two  field-pieces 
witli  the  rear  line  near  the  court-house,  where 
General  Greene  took  liis  station. 

About  noon  the  head  of  the  British  army  was 
descried  advancing  spiritedly  from  the  south  along 
the  Salisbury  road,  and  deliliug  into  tlie  fields.  A 
cannouade  was  opened  from  the  two  six-poundera, 
in  Iront  of  the  first  American  line.  It  was  an- 
swered by  the  British  artillery.  Neither  pro- 
duced much  etfect.  The  enemy  now  advanced 
coolly  and  steadily  in  three  columns ;  the  Hes- 
sians and  Highlanders  under  General  Leslie,  od 
the  right,  the  Etoyal  Artillery  and  Guards  iu  the 
centre,  and  Webster's  brigade  on  the  left.  The 
North  Catnlinians,  who  fiirmed  the  first  line, 
waited  until  the  enemy  were  within  one  hundred 
and  fifty  yards,  when,  agitated  by  iheir  majtial 
array  and  undaunted  movement,  they  began  to 
fiill  into  confusion;  some  firei:!  off  their  pieces 
without  taking  aim  ;  others  threw  them  down, 
aiid  took  to  flight.  A  volley  from  the  foe,  a 
shout,  and  a  charge  of  the  bayonet,  completed 
their  discomfiture.  Some  fied  to  the  woods, 
others  fell  back  upon  the  Virginians,  who  formed 
the  second  line.      General    Stevens,   who   com- 
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muDiIed  tbe  latt«r,  ordered  hia  men  to  open  and 
let  the  fugitives  pass,  pretending  that  tliey  had 
orders  to  reUre.  He  had  takeu  care,  however, 
to  post  forty  riflemen  in  the  rear  of  his  own  line, 
with  orders  to  fire  upon  any  one  who  should  leave 
his  poBt.  Under  his  epiriUKl  command  and  ex- 
ample,  the  Virginians  kept  their  ground  and 
fought  bravely. 

The  action  became  much  broken  up  and  diver- 
sified by  the  extent  of  the  ground.  The  thick- 
ness of  the  wotids  impeded  tlie  movements  of  the 
cavalry.  The  reserves  on  both  sides  Wei's  called 
up.  The  Britistl  bayonet  again  succeeded ;  the 
second  line  gave  way,  and  General  Stevens,  who 
had  kept  the  field  for  some  time,  after  being 
wounded  in  the  thigh  by  a  musket-bull,  ordered  a 
retreat. 

The  enemy  pressed  with  increasing  ardor 
against  the  tliird  line,  composed  of  Continental 
troops,  and  sup[>urted  by  Colonel  Washingtou'B 
dragoons  and  Kirkwood's  Delawares.  Greene 
oouut«d  on  these  to  retrieve  the  day.  They 
were  regulars ;  tliey  were  fresh,  and  in  perfect 
order.  He  rode  along  the  line,  calling  on  them 
to  stand  firm,  and  give  tlie  enemy  a  warm  recep- 

The  first  Maryland  regiment  which  waa  on  the 
right  wing,  was  attacked  by  Colonel  Webster,  with 
the  British  left.  It  stood  the  shuck  bravely,  and 
being  seconded  by  some  Virginia  troops,  and 
Kirkwood's  Delawares,  drove  Wtbater  across  & 
nvine.  The  second  Maryland  regiment  w&a  not 
BO  eucceaaful.     Impetuously  attacked  by  Colonel 


J 


286  LlfE  OF   WASBI.VGTOy. 

Slewan,  with  B  battoIioD  of  the  GuarJ!!,  and  a 
COinpnn;  of  greniuliere,  it  falltretl,  gnse  wny.  and 
fled,  abnDdoniDg  Iwo  fiel<l-pif(«s.  which  were  seised 
by  the  enemy.  Stewart  wns  pursuing,  when  the 
first  rpgimeol,  which  had  driven  Wetwti^r  across 
the  rnviiie,  came  to  the  rescue  with  Rxvd  bayo- 
nets, while  Colonel  Washington  spurml  up  with 
his  cavslry.  The  fight  now  was  fiercn  and  bloody, 
.Stewart  was  aUin  ;  the  two  Heid-pieces  were  re- 
taken, and  llie  enemy  in  iheir  turn  ^fnve  way  and 
were  pursued  with  slaughter ;  n  de^irucliTe  fire 
of  grape-shol  from  the  enemy's  artillery  checked 
the  pureuit.  Two  regiments  appronched  on  the 
right  and  lefl ;  Wel>a(er  recrossed  the  ravine  and 
fell  upon  Kirkwood's  Delawarea.  There  was  in- 
trepid figbiiug  in  diffensnC  parls  of  the  6elil ;  but 
Greene  saw  lliat  the  day  wa4  lost ;  there  was  no 
retrieving  the  efll-cl  produced  by  the  first  flight 
of  the  North  Carolinians.  Unwilling  to  ri^k  the 
ulter  destruction  of  lits  army,  he  directed  a  re- 
treat, which  was  made  in  good  order,  but  Ihey 
had  lo  leave  their  artillery  on  the  lield,  most  of 
the  horses  having  been  killed.  About  three  miles 
from  the  field  of  action  he  made  a  halt  to  collect 
stragglers,  and  then  continued  on  to  the  place  of 
rendezvous  at  Speedwell's  Iron  Works  on  Tronble- 
some  Creek. 

The  British  were  too  much  cut  up  and  fatigued 
to  follow  up  their  victory.  Two  regimonls  with 
Tnrleton's  cavalry  attempted  a  pursuit,  but  were 
culled  back.  EITorts  were  made  to  collect  the 
wnundud  of  both  armies,  but  they  were  dispersed 
over  so  wide  a  space,  aorang  woods  and  thick- 
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ets,  tbat  itigtit  closeil  before  tlie  task  whs  rc- 
compliahed.  It  wiis  a  dismal  niglil  even  to  ihe 
viclora ;  a  uigiit  of  unusual  dnrkiiess,  witli  tor- 
ronis  of  rain.  Tlie  iirmy  was  Uestiliiie  of  tents  ; 
there  were  not  sufflcieut  houses  in  llie  vicinity  to 
receive  the  wouuJud ;  provisions  were  scanty; 
many  had  tasted  very  little  foud  fui'  the  k^t  two 
duys  ;  comforts  were  out  of  the  queslioii.  Nearly 
filly  of  the  wounded  saok  under  their  aggravated 
miseries,  and  expired  before  nioruing.  The  cries 
of  the  disabled  and  dying,  who  remained  on  the 
field  of  battle,  duiiug  the  night,  exceeded  all  de- 
scription. Such  a  complicated  scene  of  horror 
and  distress,  adds  lite  liritish  writer,  whose  words 
we  quote,  it  is  hoped,  for  the  sake  of  humanity, 
turely  occurs,  eveu  in  military  life.' 

The  loss  of  the  Americana  in  llils  hard-fought 
affair,  was  never  fully  ascertained.  Tlieir  official 
returns,  made  immediately  after  the  action,  give 
little  mure  than  four  hundred  killed  and  wounded, 
and  between  eight  and  nine  hundred  missing ;  but 
Iwird  Comwallis  slates  in  his  dispatches,  that  be- 
tween two  and  three  hundred  of  the  Americana 
were  found  dead  on  the  field  of  battle. 

The  loss  sustained  by  his  lordship,  even  if  nu- 
merically less,  was  far  more  fatal ;  for,  iu  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  he  was  placed,  it  was  not  to 
be  supplied,  and  it  completely  maimed  him.  Of 
his  small  anny,  ninety-three  had  fallen,  four  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  were  wounded,  and  twenty-six 
missing.  Among  tlie  killed  and  wounded  were 
several  officers  of  note.     Thus,  one-fourth  of  his 
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armjr  was  eiiiier  killed  or  disabled ;  liis  Iroops 
were  exiiausled  by  fuligiie  and  hunger :  liis  camp 
waB  eacumbered  by  the  wounded.  His  viclory, 
in  fact,  wai  almost  as  ruinous  as  a  defeat. 

Greeoe  lay  for  two  days  wilhin  ten  miles  of 
him,  near  the  Iron  Works  on  Troublesome  Creek, 
gathering  up  bis  ticatlered  troops.  He  had  im- 
bibed [he  spirit  of  Washington,  and  remained  un- 
dismayed by  hardsliips  or  reverses.  Writing  to 
the  latter,  he  says:  "Lord  Comwallis  will  nol 
give  up  this  country,  without  being  soundly  beaten. 
I  wish  our  force  was  more  competettt  lo  the  busi- 
ness. But  I  am  in  hopes,  by  little  and  Utile,  lo 
reduce  him  in  lime.  His  troops  are  good,  well 
fouod,  and  fight  with  great  obstinacy. 

■*  Virginia,"  adds  lie,  "  has  given  me  every  sup- 
port I  could  wiish  or  expect,  since  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  has  been  in  North  Carolina ;  and  noihing 
has  contributed  more  to  this,  than  the  prejudice 
of  the  people  in  favor  of  your  Excellency,  which 
has  extended  to  me  from  the  friendship  you  have 
been  pleased  to  honor  me  with."  ^ 

And  agiiiu:  "The  service  here  is  extremely 
severe,  and  ihe  officers  and  soldiers  bear  it  with 
a  degree  of  patience  that  does  them  the  highest 
honor.  I  have  never  taken  off  my  clothes  sijice 
I  lefl  the  Pedee.  I  was  taken  with  a  fainting 
last  night,  owing,  I  suppose,  to  excessive  fatigue 
and  constant  watching.  I  am  belter  lo-day,  but 
far  from  well,  —  I  have  little  prospect  of  actjuir- 
ing  nuich  reputation  while  I  labor  under  so  many 
disad  van  luges.     I  hope  my  friends  will  make  lull 

»  Siwks.     Cvnti^mknct  of  ih,  SeCilliitim,  iii.  M?. 
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allowances ;  and  aa  for  vulgar  opinion,  I  regard 
it  not." 

lu  Washiiiglon  lie  Iind  a  frieud  whose  approba- 
tion was  dearer  (o  him  llian  Llie  applmise  of  ihou- 
Bouds,  and  who  knew  liow  to  Hpprecinte  liim. 
To  Greene's  account  o(  the  buttle  he  sent  ft 
cheering  reply.  "  Although  the  honors  of  the 
field  do  not  fall  to  your  lot,  I  atn  convinced  you 
deserve  them.  The  chnucea  of  war  are  viiriouB, 
and  tile  best  concerted  ineasurcB  ood  inosi  tlutler- 
ing  prospects,  may  and  olWii  <lo  deceive  us.  es- 
peciallj  while  we  are  in  the  power  of  the  militia. 
The  motives  which  induced  you  to  riKli  an  action 
with  Lord  0>niwalli3  are  supported  upon  the  best 
miliiiuy  priiiciple,  and  the  consequence,  if  you  can 
prevent  ibe  di»siputioD  of  your  troops,  will  no 
doubt  be  forlnnale." 

The  consequence,  it  will  be  found,  was  such  as 
WaBhiogloD,  with  his  usual  sagacity,  predicted. 
OmiwftUis,  so  iar  from  being  able  to  advance  in 
tbe  career  of  victory,  could  not  even  hold  tlie 
ground  be  bad  so  bravely  won,  but  was  obliged  to 
rebeaft  tmn  the  Bceoe  of  triumph,  to  some  secare 
poHtMo  vbere  he  might  obiaiu  supplies  for   bis 


^  iburfore,  about  seventy  of  his  (Acen 
wiia  were  loo  severely  trouuded  to  bear 

"■yilf^  aridi  a  number  of  woonded 
^  n  the  New  GanJea  Heettng-boasc, 
i^Mcu  bniMiip,  oadn-  Un  |*«tecti(Mi 

af  tnee,  and  pbcng  Uh  rwt  oT  Ua 
m^ufprnottm  batadiacJi,  be  Ml  ott. 
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for  Cross  Creek,  otherwi^  called  the  Haw,  im 
easlem  braiicli  of  Cupe  Fear  River,  where  waa  a 
eetilemenl  of  Scottish  HighlaDders,  stoul  aijber- 
enls,  as  lie  was  ie<l  to  believe,  to  the  roynl  cause. 
Here  he  expected  to  be  plentifully  supplied  with 
prorisioDS,  and  to  have  his  sick  and  wouuded  well 
taken  care  ofl  Ueace,  too,  he  could  open  a  cora- 
muoicalion  by  Cape  Fear  River,  with  Wilming- 
ton, and  obtain  from  the  di-put  recently  established 
there,  sucb  supplier  as  the  country  about  Cross 
Creek  did  not  aSbrd. 

On  the  day  on  whicli  he  began  his  march,  he 
issned  a  proclanialion,  setting  forth  his  victory, 
calling  upon  all  loyal  subjecls  to  join  his  standard, 
and  holding  out  the  usual  promises  and  threats  to 
such  as  should  obey  or  should  continue  in  re- 
bellion. 

No  sootier  did  Greene  learn  that  Cornwallis 
was  retreating,  than  he  set  out  to  follow  him, 
determined  lo  bring  him  again  to  action ;  and 
presenting  the  singuUr  spectacle  of  the  vanquished 
pursuing  the  victor.  His  troops,  however,  suffered 
greatly  in  this  pursuit,  from  wintry  weather,  deep, 
wet,  clttyey  roads,  and  scarcity  of  provisioDE  ;  the 
country  throngli  whicli  they  marched  being  com- 
pletely exhausted  ;  but  they  harassed  the  enemy's 
rear-guard  with  frequent  skirmishes. 

On  the  38 lb,  Greene  arrived  at  Ramsey's 
Mills,  on  Deep  River,  hard  on  the  traces  of  Corn- 
wallis, who  had  left  the  place  a  few  hours  pre- 
viously, with  sucli  precipitation,  that  several  of 
his  wounded,  who  had  died  while  on  the  march, 
were  left  behind  nnburied.    Several  fresh  quarters 


GREENE  PURSUES    CORNWALLIS.        291 

of  beef  had  likewise  been  forgotten,  aiicl  were 
Beiaed  upon  with  eagerness  by  the  hiiogry  soldiery. 
Such  had  beeu  the  urgency  of  ihe  pursuit  tliis 
day,  that  many  of  the  Americuu  troops  sank  upon 
the  road,  eslmusted  witli  fittigue. 

At  Deep  River,  Greene  was  brought  to  a  stand. 
Coniwaltis  had  broken  down  the  bridge  by  which 
he  had  crossed  ;  and  further  pursuit  for  the  pres- 
ent was  impossible.  The  oonstaocy  of  the  militia 
now  gave  way.  Tliey  had  been  continually  on 
the  march,  with  little  to  eal,  less  to  drink,  and 
obliged  to  sleep  in  the  woods  in  the  tnidsl  of 
Btnoke.  Every  step  had  led  them  from  their 
homes  and  increased  their  privniious.  Tliey  were 
now  in  want  of  everything,  for  the  retreating  en- 
emy led  a  fataished  coimlry  behind  him.  Tlie 
term  for  which  most  of  there  had  enlisted  was 
expired,  and  they  now  demanded  iheir  discharge. 
The  demand  was  just  and  reasonable,  and,  ailer 
striving  in  vain  to  shake  Iheir  determination, 
Greene  felt  compelled  lo  comply  with  it  His 
force  thus  reduced,  it  would  be  impossible  (o  pur- 
sue the  enemy  further.  Tlie  halt  ho  was  obliged 
to  make  to  collect  provisions  and  rebuild  the  bridge, 
would  give  them  such  a  start  ns  to  leave  no  hope 
of  overtaking  Ihein  should  they  continue  their  re- 
treat ;  nor  could  he  fight  Ihem  upon  equal  terms 
ehould  they  make  a  stand.  The  regular  troops 
would  be  late  in  the  field,  if  raised  at  all  :  Virginia, 
from  the  unequal  operation  of  the  law  for  draft- 
ing, was  not  likely  lo  furnish  many  soldiers :  Mary- 
land, as  late  as  the  13th  instant,  had  not  got  a 
man ;  neither  was  there  the  least  prospect  of  rais- 
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ward  cavnlry  aiid  small  detaclimetita  of  liglit  in- 
fantry, to  aid  them  in  capturing  ouIpusU  before 
the  army  Bliould  arrive. 

Tu  Lafayette  he  writes  at  the  same  time.  "  I 
expect  by  thia  movenienl  to  draw  Ckirnwallis  out 
of  lliis  Stjite,  and  prevent  him  from  forming  a 
junction  tnit/i  Arnold.  If  you  follow  to  support 
me,  it  is  not  impossible  that  we  may  give  him  a 
drubbiug,  especially  If  General  Wuyne  cornea  up 
with  the  PeimsylvaiiiauB." 

In  pursuance  of  his  piau,  Greene,  on  liie  30th 
of  March,  discharged  uli  his  militia  with  many 
thanks  for  the  courage  and  fortitude  with  which 
they  had  followed  him  through  so  many  scenes  of 
peril  and  hardship ;  uud  joyously  did  the  poor 
fellows  set  out  for  iheir  homes.  Then,  after  giv- 
ing his  "  little,  distressed,  though  successful  army," 
a  short  taste  of  the  repose  they  needed,  und  having 
collected  a  few  days'  provision,  he  set  forward  ou 
ihe  5th  of  April  toward  Camden,  where  Lord 
Rawdon  hod  his  head- quarters. 

Coruwallis,  iu  the  mean  time,  was  grievously 
disappointed  in  the  hopes  he  had  formed  of  obtain- 
ing ample  provisions  and  forage  at  Cross  Creek, 
and  strong  reinlbrcHmeiils  from  the  royalists  in 
that  neighborhoorl.  Neither  could  he  op«n  a 
comniuuicaliou  by  Cupe  Fear  River,  for  the  con- 
veyance of  his  troops  to  Wilmington.  The  di»- 
tauoe  by  water  was  upwards  of  a  hundred  miles, 
the  breadth  of  the  river  seldom  above  one  hun- 
dred yards,  the  banks  high,  and  the  inhahilauts 
on  each  side  generally  hostile.  He  was  compelled, 
therefore,  to  contiuue  hia  retreat  by  land,  quite  to 


"GfMM  took  (btadwKMfpol  arj  being  obGged 
lo«Mpe  to  ilua  pbc*,«adhM  ■■itliiil  tti  Sotuk 
CartMam.  Uj  exprcMw  to  liwd  Kkwdon  on  oif 
l«ring  CrnM  Creek,  mrniBg  bim  of  the  poMihiliiy 
«f  Meb  ft  morement,  tare  >□  £ul«il ;  BBintHBeets 
and  inKtM  have  poured  into  ibe  back  part  of  tbal 
proTinoa,  iu»l  I  mDch  fear  that  Lord  Bawdaa'a 
|iMia  trill  be  m  diMant  trom  each  olber,  aoi]  his 
Iroopa  so  Mattered,  as  to  put  him  iulo  (be  greatest 
imager  of  beiag  beaten  in  deuil,  uai  thai  dte 
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It  WBS  too  late  for  his  lordship  lo  render  any  aid 
by  n  direct  move  towards  Cttnideu.  Before  he 
conld  arrive  there,  Greene  would  have  made  an 
attack ;  if  succeaaful,  his  lordship's  array  might  be 
hemmed  iu  among  the  great  rivers,  in  an  ex- 
hausted country,  revolutionary  in  its  spirit,  where 
Greene  might  cut  off  (heir  subsielence,  aud  render 
their  arms  ugelesa. 

All  thoughts  of  offcDsive  operations  against 
North  Caroiiua  were  at  an  end.  Sickness,  deser- 
tion, and  tlte  loss  sustained  at  Guilford  Court- 
bouBe,  had  reduced  his  httle  army  to  fourteeti 
hundred  and  thii'ty-five  men. 

In  this  sad  predicament,  a  Her  remaining  sev- 
eral days  in  a  painful  state  of  irresolution,  he  de- 
termined to  take  advantage  of  Greene's  having 
left  the  back  part  of  Virginia  open,  to  march 
directly  into  that  province,  and  attempt  a  junction 
with  the  force  acting  there  under  General  Phil- 
lips. 

By  this  move,  be  might  draw  Greene  back  to 
the  northward,  and  by  the  reduction  of  Virginia, 
he  might  promote  the  suhjugation  of  tlie  South. 
Tbe  move,  however,  be  felt  to  be  perilous.  His 
troops  were  woni  down  by  upwards  of  eight  hun- 
dred miles  of  marching  and  counter-marching, 
tbrongh  an  inhospitable  and  impracticable  coun- 
try ;  they  had  now  three  hundred  more  before 
them,  under  slill  worse  cireumstances  than  those 
in  which  they  Brat  set  out ;  for  so  destitute  were 
they,  notwithstanding  the  supplies  received  at 
Wilraiogion,  that    his    lordship,  sadly  huroorone, 
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^R^^N  R  former  chapter  we  ]eh  Benedict  Ar- 
vS  SSI  "°^^  fortiiying  himself  at  Portsmouth, 
y*'^J  after  bis  rava»mg  incursion.  At  the 
soliciliition  of  Governor  Jefferson,  backeJ  by  Con- 
gress, the  Cbevalier  de  la  Luzerne  had  requested 
the  French  commander  at  the  enBtward  la  send  a 
ship  of  the  line  and  some  frigaiea  lo  Chesapeake 
Bay  to  oppose  the  traitor.  Fortunately,  at  this 
juncture  a  severe  snow-storm  (Jan.  22(1)  scattered 
Arhuihnol'a  blockading  squadron,  wrecking  one 
ship  of  the  line  and  dismasting  olliers,  and  ena- 
bled the  French  fleet  at  Newport  to  look  abroad ; 
and  Eochnmbeau  wrote  lo  Washington  that  the 
Chevalier  Destouclies,  who  commanded  the  fleet, 
proposed  to  send  three  or  four  ships  to  the  Cheso- 
peake. 
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WaiUfigtM  faand  tbe  poMioa  of  Anoli^  || 


•iBnd  ■nuealMcfc  bj  aem;  mxinua  to  ian 
e^rtnre,  he  adnwd  dial  DakHRclics  ihoiiU  ai 
whcde  fleet ;  sad  ihat  De  Bodimbaa  sfaoa 
bark  oboDi  a  tbonauid  men  <m  bond  nf  it,  « 
taHWetj  and  apparatiu  lor  ■  v^t :  enga^^^  fl 
hit  own  part,  lo  send  off  fminedrairiy  ■ 
iMiit  of  lirelve  hundred  meo  to  cooperate 
deMmoioD  of  the  carp*  imder  ihe  OMai 
AittM,"  write*  fae^  '*ia  (£  audi  immeiai 
(aaoe  lo  the  weirare  of  tbe  SoDihem  Scales,  Aal 
I  hare  reaolTed  u>  alienipt  it  with  the  detacfament 
f  DOW  send  ID  ooDJunctioD  with  the  militia,  even 
if  it  stKtuId  Qol  be  cooTenient  for  joor  E^cellencj 
to  detach  a  part  of  joor  force ;  provided  'il.  Dea- 
toocfaes  i*  able  to  protect  oar  operations  by  anch 
a  diipo«iiiau  of  hia  fleet  as  will  give  oA  the  com- 
maud  of  the  bay,  and  prevent  snccors  from  being 
aeoc  from  New  Yoric" 

Before  the  receipt  of  tbia  letter,  the  French 
commanders  acting  on  their  finl  impaUe,  had, 
about  the  9lh  of  Fehrnaty,  detached  M.  de  'Hll;, 
with  a  sixlj-gun  ship  and  two  frigates,  to  make  a 
dash  into  llie  Clieaapeake.  WasbiDgton  waa  ap- 
pmed  of  their  sailing  just  as  he  was  preparing  u 
•end  off  the  twelve  bundred  men  Bpoken  of  in  his 
letter  to  De  Rochambeou.  He  gave  tbe  oani' 
mood  of  thid  deiAcbment  to  Lafayeiie,  iiutracting 
him  to  act  iu  conjunction  with  the  militia  and  tbo 
■bipa  sent  br  Destouches,  against  the  eoemya 
corps  actually  in  Virginia.  Aa  the  case  naa  ur- 
gent, be    was    to    auffer  no  delay,  when    on  tbe 
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march,  for  want  either  of  provisious,  forage,  or 
wagons,  but  where  ordinary  means  did  not  flutfice, 
he  wfts  to  resort  to  military  impress.  "  You  are 
to  do  no  net  wiiatever  with  Arnold,"  said  the  let- 
ter of  instruction,  "  that  directly  or  by  implica- 
tion may  screen  liim  from  tlie  punishment  due  to 
his  treason  and  desertion,  which,  if  he  should  hW 
into  your  hands,  you  will  execute  in  the  moat 
summary  manner." 

WaaluDgton  wrote  at  the  same  time  ta  tho 
Baron  Steuben,  informing  him  of  the  ari'ange- 
mants,  and  requesting  him  to  be  on  the  alert. 
"  If  the  fleet  should  have  arrived  before  this  gets 
to  hand,"  said  he,  "  secrecy  will  be  out  of  the 
question ;  if  not,  you  will  conceal  your  expecta- 
tions, and  only  seem  to  he  preparing  for  defense. 
Arnold,  ou  the  appearance  of  the  fleet,  may  en- 
deavor to  retreat  through  North  Carolina.  If 
you  take  any  meiisure  to  obviate  this,  the  precau- 
tion will  be  advisable.  Should  yon  be  able  to 
capture  this  detachment  with  its  chief,  it  will  he 
ait  event  as  pleasing  as  it  will  be  useful." 

Lafayette  set  out  on  his  march  on  the  22d  of 
February,  and  Washington  was  indulging  the 
hope  that,  scanty  as  was  the  naval  force  sent  to 
the  Chesapeake,  the  combined  enterprise  might 
be  BQccessltil,  when  on  the  27th,  he  received  a 
letter  from  the  Count  de  Rochambeau  announ- 
<ung  its  fiiilure.  De  Tilly  had  made  his  dash  into 
Chesapeake  Day,  hut  Arnold  had  been  apprised 
by  the  British  Admiral  Arbuthnot  of  his  ap- 
proach, and  had  drawn  his  ships  high  up  Eliza- 
beth River.     The  water  was  too  shallow  for  the 
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hrgeat  Prencfa  ikipa  to  get  w 

bnu.     One  nf  De  TiUj's  fr^Me*  i 

and  wa«  got  off  with  difScBltj,  and   tfcst  < 

nModer,  ^etaag  th&t  AmcM  * 

and  fbtring  to  be  himself  blockaded  ikmld  ha 

Bitger,  pnt  to  sea  and  retoTDed  to  Newport ;  faar- 

D^  captured  during  his  crime  a  Britidi  6%ue 

of  tonj-fiyar  gona,  and  two  priimieers  with  their 

prize*. 

The  Frenid)  conunanders  now  detemuned  to 
follow  the  plan  uigg^ted  hj  Washingtoo,  and 
operate  io  the  Chesapeake  with  their  whole  fleet 
aod  a  detachment  of  land  troop«.  being,  aa  ibejr 
aaid,  ditpnced  to  risk  everjihiog  to  hinder  Amdd 
from  establishing  tunuelf  at  Fortsmonth. 

WMbingloD  »et  oot  for  Newport  to  concert 
operations  with  the  French  commaiMlers.  Before 
fai<  departure,  he  wrote  to  lAfajette,  on  tbe  1st 
of  Harch,  giving  him  intelligence  of  these  inten- 
tioDS,  and  deriring  him  to  transmit  it  to  the  Baron 
Slenben-  "I  have  receired  a  letter,"  adds  he, 
"from  GcneraJ  Greene^  by  which  it  appears  that 
Comwallis,  with  twenty-five  hnndred  men,  was 
penetrating  the  cooiitry  with  very  great  rapidity, 
and  Greene  with  a  mndi  inferior  force  retiring 
before  liim,  having  determined  to  pass  the  Boan- 
oke.  This  inlelligeiice  and  an  apprehension  that 
Arnold  may  make  his  escape  before  tbe  fleet  can 
arrive  in  the  bay,  induces  me  to  give  yon  greater 
latitude  than  you  had  in  your  original  instruc- 
UODB.  You  are  al  liberty  to  concert  a  plan  with 
the  French  general  and  naval  commander  for  a 
deaoent  into  North  Carolina,  to  cut  off  tbe  do- 
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tachment  of  tlie  enemy  which  had  nscemled  Cape 
Fear  River,  intercept,  if  possible,  Comwallis, 
and  relieve  General  Greetie  and  the  Southern 
States.  This,  however,  ought  to  be  ii  secondftry 
objeet,  attempted  in  case  of  Arnold'H  retreat  to 
New  York ;  or  in  ciiBe  his  reduction  should  be 
attended  with  too  much  delaj.  There  should  be 
strong  reasons  to  induce  a  change  of  our  first 
plan  against  Arnold  il'  he  is  still  in  Virgiuin. 

Washington  arrived  at  Newport  on  the  Gth  of 
March,  and  found  the  French  fleet  ready  for  sea, 
the  troops,  eleven  hundred  strong,  comnuinded  by 
General  the  Baron  de  Viomeiiil,  beiug  already 
embarked. 

Washington  went  immediately  on  board  of  the 
admiral's  ship,  where  he  had  an  interview  with 
the  Count  de  Rochambeau,  and  arranged  the  plan 
of  the  campuigo.  Returning  on  shore  he  was 
received  by  the  iuLabitauts  with  euihusiastic 
demonstrations  of  affection ;  and  was  gratified  to 
perceive  the  harmony  and  good  will  between 
iLem  and  the  French  army  and  fleet.  Bluch  of 
this  he  attributed  to  the  wisdom  of  the  com- 
manders, and  the  discipline  of  the  troops,  but 
more  to  magnanimity  on  the  one  part,  and  grati- 
tude on  the  other :  and  he  hailed  it  as  a  happy 
presage  of  lasting  friendship  Ijetweeu  the  two 
nations. 

On  the  8th  of  March,  at  ten  o'clock  at  night, 
he  writes  to  Lafayette :  "I  have  the  pleasure  to 
inform  you  that  the  whole  fleet  went  out  with  a 
fair  wind  this  evening  about  sunset.  We  have 
not  heard  of  any  move  of  the  British  in  Gardi- 


403  urz  or  vjsaiTGTos, 

JWiBflfuM  ft—  ftM^aoJ  Aiantt  Am! 


8iE^  bd*  jvar  «*ni  asenMtT 
YW  Bradib  ieet  ■■*■ 
Monm^t/  lb  lAtft;  w  tte 
Ac  «lHrt,  i(  wM  kap«il  A^  wnifcl  mdk  C 

pMb   8*7  befafc  tfen.     WiMapam  f 
ftnat  to  be*  mmat  Im^iM r^ii  md 

bB(  *  MMR  to  depend  ■poa  a  BavBi  f  uiiiirj, 
ami  dw  fcvee  of  Ae  t<n»  fleeta  ■  «  eqadr  Aat 
we  WHt  nlltcr  bofe  6r,  Umb  «teriw  ao  mwar 
MMB  flf  neto«7.  TIk  ««efl.  htrmem,  wmim 
Ij  oar  albs  to  JriaJigB  Ac  cno^,  m  Ykptm 
fc  «  boM  oM,  m4  riMiU  k  ba,  *B1  inmihiJMM 
tairide  ffam  to  Oe  dMfa  af  ifae  poW^.' 

o«         


tfce    30tli   of  ] 
feoad   leilen   from    General   Gneta,  i 
bim  that  he  bftd  mrtd  tU  tua  baigp^^  ■ 
•od  Mona,  aotwitfaataiidn^  tbe  bM  f 
ettmj,  aod  WM  t>ow  in  bii  inm  fblbtwing  1 
birt  ibat  be  waa  greatlj  in  seed  of  i  '  ' 

"  Hf  n^pird  Ibr  (be  public  ^ood,  and  ajrH 
d!nati<in  lo  protnoie  jronr  SDCceaa,"  writes  Warf^ 
tugton  in  ft^l;,  "  will  prompt  mc  lo  give  erery 
aMJtlaiice,  mid  la  make  ercrj  ilivenion  in  ytm 
favor.  Iliit  wluU  can  I  do  if  I  am  not  fiimiahed 
with  iho  menu  ?     Prom  what  I  skw  aod  learaed 
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white  at  the  easlwftrd,  I  am  conviiiced  the  levieB 
will  be  hite  in  the  field,  aad  I  fenr  fur  short  of 
tlie  requisition.  I  mtmt  anxiously  nait  the  eveut 
of  the  presenl  operation  in  Virginia.  If  niteDded 
wiih  success,  it  may  have  the  happiest  iiifluenoe 
on  our  Southern  affairs,  by  leaving  the  forces  of 
Virginia  free  to  act.  For  while  iliere  is  an  en- 
emy io  the  heart  of  a  country,  you  can  expect 
neither  men  nor  supplies  from  it,  in  that  full  and 
regular  manner  in  which  they  ought  to  be  given." 
In  the  mean  time  Lafayette  with  his  delacb- 
ment  was  pressing  forward  by  forced  inarches  for 
Virginia.  Arriving  at  the  Head  of  Elk  oo  the 
Sd  of  March,  he  hailed  until  ho  should  receive 
tidings  respecting  the  French  fleet.  A  letter  from 
the  Baron  Steuben  spoke  of  the  preparations  he 
was  making,  and  the  facility  of  taking  tlie  fbrtiil- 
cations  at  Portsmouth,  "  Bword  in  hand,"  The 
youthfal  marquis  was  not  so  siingiiiiic  an  the  vet- 
eran baron.  '■  Arnold,"  Baid  he, "  has  had  so  much 
time  to  prepare,  and  plays  ao  deep  a  game  ;  na- 
lure  has  made  the  position  so  respectable,  and 
some  of  the  troops  under  his  orders  have  been 
in  so  many  actions,  that  I  do  not  flatter  myself 
to  succeed  so  easily."  On  the  7th  he  received 
Wasbiuglon'ti  letter  of  the  lal,  apprising  him  of 
the  approaching  departure  of  the  whole  fleet  with 
land  forces.  Lafayette  now  conJucied  his  troops 
by  water  to  Annapolis,  and  concluding,  from  the 
time  the  ships  were  to  sail,  and  the  winds  wbioh 
had  since  prevailed,  the  French  fleet  must  be  al- 
ready in  the  Chesapeake,  he  crossud  the  bay  in 
an  open  boat  to  Virginia,  and  pushed  on  to  confer 


powdofeoone  to  be  tfae  YmA,  a^  mow  ih* 
eaftan  at  (be  trailor  wm  cetlaio.  He  hiwidf, 
AtHB  eefuin  tip»  appeared  to  be  ia  peat  flOalb- 
•km :  none  oT  hi*  »bip«  reiXared  dowa  Ibe  bay. 
Jka  oSar  of  tlw  Freocfa  tiai>jr  bora  down  to  visit 
Iha  fleet,  bat  retaraei)  urilb  tlie  atfoaD^Bg  aKlB- 
genee  llwi  it  wot  Brituli ! 

Adiitinl  Arbullmol  lisd  in  fiM  orertdken  Dea- 
toodwa  on  the  16ih  of  Mai-ch,  US'  the  ispea  at 
Vbginta.  Their  (oKt»  wtn  acarlj  equal :  eigfat 
■htpa  of  iIm  line,  ami  fuur  frigales  on  each  side, 
tbe  Frefich  luivjn;,'  mure  men,  the  Eaglisli  more 
gan*.  An  engngemcnt  took  place  which  lasted 
aboat  an  boor.  The  Britiih  van  at  Snl  took  the 
brum  of  ihu  acijuii,  and  was  tererelj  batuUcdi 
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tbe  centre  came  up  to  its  relief.  Tlie  French  tine 
WBS  broken  and  gave  way,  but  rallied,  and  formed 
again  at  some  distance.  The  crippled  Btute  of 
Eome  of  his  ships  prevented  the  British  admiral 
from  bringing  on  a  second  encounter;  nor  did  the 
Freuch  seek  one,  but  shaped  their  course  the  next 
iay  back  to  Newport.  Both  sides  claimed  a  vic- 
tory. Tbe  British  certainly  effected  the  main 
objects  they  had  in  view ;  the  French  were  cut  off 
from  the  ChcBapeake;  the  combined  enterprise 
against  Portemoulb  was  disconcerted,  and  Arnold 
was  saved.  Great  mutt  have  been  the  iippreheO' 
sions  of  the  traitor,  white  that  enterprise  threat- 
ened to  CDlrap  him.  He  knew  the  peculiar  peril 
impending  over  him  ;  it  had  been  announced  iu  the 
sturdy  reply  of  an  American  prisoner,  to  his  in- 
quiry what  his  countrymen  would  do  to  him  if 
he  were  captured.  "  They  would  cut  off  the  leg 
womided  iu  the  service  of  your  country  mid  bury 
it  with  the  honors  of  war ;  the  rest  of  you  they 
would  hang ! " 

The  feelings  of  Waahiuglon,  ou  beariug  of  the 
result  of  the  enterprise,  may  be  judged  Irom  the 
following  passage  of  a  letter  lo  Colonel  John 
Laurens,  then  minister  at  I'aris.  ~  Tlie  failure  of 
ibis  expediiiou,  which  was  most  flattering  in  the 
commencement.  Is  much  to  be  regretted  ;  because 
a  Hiceeaaful  blow  iu  that  quarter  would,  in  all 
probability,  have  given  a  decisive  turn  to  our 
affaire  in  all  the  Southern  Slates;  because  it  has 
been  attended  with  considerable  expense  ou  our 
port,  and  much  inconveuieuce  to  the  Stale  of 
Virginia,    by    ibe     assembling    of  our    miiitia ; 


Trmn  woaU  pat  W  in  eamJitimi  lo  be  actiTe, 
by  ailTWieiBg  M  momtj.   The  ram  of  tbe  eocBT'i 


schemes  woold  theo  be  certain  ;  the  bold  f 
they  are  notr  placing  would  be  the  i 
eSiMMing  it ;  for  they  would  be  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  concentrating  their  force  (tt  capital 
pointa  ;  thereby  giving  up  all  the  advantages  they 
hare  gained  in  the  Southern  States,  or  be  vulner- 
able everywhere." 

WashiugtoD's  anxiety  was  now  awakened  for 
the  safety  of  GSeneral  Greene.  Two  thousand 
troops  Lad  sailed  from  New  York  under  General 
Phillips,  probably  to  join  with  the  force  under 
Arnold,  and  proceed  lo  reinforce  Com  wall  is. 
Should  they  form  a  junction,  Gre«ue  would  be 
unable  to  withstand  them.  TVltb  these  considera- 
tions Washington  wrote  to  La&yette,  u:^ng  him, 
since  be  ww  already  three  hundred  miles,  nhi(^ 
waa  half  the  distance,  on  the  way,  to  push  on 
wiifa  all  possible  speed  to  jota  the  Southern  army, 
■ending  expresses  ahead  to  inform  Greene  of  lua 


The  letter  fbnnd  Lafayette  on  the  8ih  of  April, 
at  the  Bead  of  Elk,  preparing  to  march  back  with 
boa  tnopB  [o  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  On  his 
ratHiB  tkmo^  Virginia,  he  had  gone  oat  of  lua 
WSJ,  and  travelled  all  night  for  tbe  purpose  of  see- 
ing Wariiii^toii's  mother  at  Frederidubnrg,  and 
pttjiof  a  vim  to  Mooat  Yeniui.  He  now  ctmd 
ivadj  to  obey  Washingtai^s  otAen,  and  march  10 
naufumn  Goaenl  Graeae;  but  bi*  troops,  wbo 
WCTC  dndfy  ban  tbe  E«iav  Suio.  nnmBiired 

Upoo  Ihie  be  atf 


urz  or  wjumavToa. 


!  m  »  oM  10  keep  Hp  wilk  Urn  anj. 
a  of  Ibc  mneU,  I>&7ene  kmvmd  M 


■  Ibe  B«hn 


«r 


to  ponnM  vmMnsf  ctoriniig  nc  ni  iiuu|Mit  ^^ 
•rU^  be  WM  Mded,  loo,  hj  ifae  k£e*  </  the  atf> 
wilfa  •rhniD  be  wu  AatmHj  pcpolar. 

Tl>«  deuchmrot  Iroin  New  Tork,  under  Gen- 
eral I^illijM,  nmred  at  Parumoath  oa  tbe  3Gth 
of  March.  Tbsl  oflScer  hnmedimtelj  took  eontmmd, 
graail7  lo  the  MiisfaciioQ  of  the  Britkh  gffiani, 
who  hm&  been  acting  Ditder  Arnold.  Tbe  fbm 
DOW  collected  there  unootiied  lo  three  tbotHuid 
five  hundred  men.  Tbe  garruon  of  New  Totk 
hall  Ijuin  greatlj  weakened  in  furtibhtiig  thia 
detiichinent,  but  Comwallis  had  urged  tlie  policy 
of  iranHferriiig  tbe  ceal  of  war  va  Virfnnia,  eren  at 
llie  expense  of  abaridoDiiig  New  York  ;  dedarii^ 
that  until  that  Stale  was  ftubdoed,  the  BritiA 
hold  upoti  the  Ctiriolinas  must  be  difficult,  if  not 
precnridnik 

The  disparil]'  in  force  was  now  to  grest,  ibat 
the  Baron  Steuben  liad  lo  witlidmw  his  troops, 
Bud  remove  the  military  elorea  inio  the  iuterior 
Many  of  the  miliiia,  too,  their  term  of  three 
months  being  expired,  stacked  tbeir  arms  and  eet 
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off  for  their  homes,  ami  most  of  the  residue  bad  to 
be  discharged. 

Geneml  Phillips  had  hitherto  remained  qniet 
in  Portsmouth,  completing  the  forlificaiions,  but 
evidently  making  prepanitioDs  for  an  expedition. 
On  llie  16lh  of  April,  he  lefl  one  thousnnd  men 
in  ganisoti,  ant),  embarking  tho  rest  in  small  Tea- 
sels of  light  dranght.  proceeded  up  James  Uiver, 
destroying  armed  vessels,  public  magazines,  and  a 
ship-yard  belonging  lo  the  State. 

Landing  at  City  Point,  he  advanced  against 
Petersburg,  a  place  of  deposit  of  military  stores 
ftnd  tobacco.  He  was  met  about  a  mile  below 
the  town  by  about  one  thousand  militia,  under 
General  Ikluhlenhiirg.  who,  after  disputing  ttie 
gronod  inch  by  iuth  for  nearly  two  hours,  with 
considerable  loss  on  both  sides,  retreated  acro«s 
the  Appomattox,  breaking  down  the  bridge  behind 
hem. 

Pbiltips  entere<I  the  town,  set  fire  U>  the  ti^ 
bdcoo  warehouses,  and  dci>troyed  all  the  vesseb  ly- 
ing in  the  river.  Repairing  and  crossing  the 
bridge  over  the  Appomattox,  be  proceeded  to 
Chesterfield  Court-house,  where  be  destroyed  bar- 
neks  and  pubh'c  stores ;  while  Arnold,  with  a 
detocfament,  laid  waste  the  magajcines  of  tobaooo 
in  tbe  direotion  of  Warwick.  A  fire  was  opened 
b;  tfae  Islier  from  a  few  field-pieces  oo  the  riv«r 
iMOk.  Vfoa  k  Bquadroa  of  ^nail  armed  Tnwrln. 
wtiA  iaA  beea  intended  to  cooperate  wiib  dia 
pRDcb  fleet  against  Portsmouth.  Tbe  cte«a 
■cnUled  or  wt  fire  to  ifaecn,  aud  escaped  ia  the 
Bonh  mde  of  the  riTer. 


JJFE  OF  WABRIBeTOS. 


ing  objedof  Ifak  deaolrting  aBteiprae,  far  tkcf«  ■ 
giest  put  of  tlie  nuliur;  Uotm  o(  Uk  Stale  had 
been  eDtledfid.  FonvMtd  j,  Ia&jmic  wilk  faia 
detaobiaeat  of  un>  tfaomuid  men,  Ind  >frif«d  tbera 
bj  Ibraed  nMrcbei,  the  eTcniag  before,  aad  bci^ 
joined  by  sboat  two  ihnMwnii  mOilis  and  axxj 
'i'Tg™f*'  (the  latter  priodpsDy  Toang  YirgiiuaBa 
of  bmilf ),  bad  posted  hiiiH^  suoa^j  oo  the  high 
bnb  on  tbe  oortli  side  of  the  rirer. 

There  being  do  bridge  acroea  tbe  river  at  that 
timCf  General  PtuUips  did  not  think  it  indflat  lo 
atlempt  a  passage  in  faoeof  aocba  fareeao  poaiad; 
bat  was  extremeljr  irritated  at  bett^  thoa  failed  by 
tbe  celerily  of  bit  joutbfal  opponent,  who  now  aa- 
snmed  the  chief  commaod  of  tbe  American  lbr«ea 
in  Virginia. 

Betiiniiii|>  down  tbe  south  bank  of  the  river,.ia 
the  place  where  hb  vea^ls  awaited  him.  Gen- 
eral PbiUipa  nsembarked  on  tbe  ^  of  Uay.  and 
dropped  alowly  down  the  riyer  below  the  conlla- 
ence  of  tbe  CbickabomiDy.  Ue  was  followed 
caotioiisly,  and  hia  morvmenta  watched  by  La&y- 
etie,  who  posted  hintaelf  behind  the  last-named 

Dispatches  from  Comwallis  now  informed  Phit- 
lipa  that  his  lordship  was  adranciDg  with  all  speed 
&nm  the  Soalb  to  effect  a  juuction  with  blm. 
Tbe  general  immediately  made  a  rapid  more  to 
regain  posaesnon  of  Petenburg.  where  ibe  juno- 
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tion  was  to  take  place.  Lafayette  attempted  by 
farced  marcbcs  (a  get  there  before  hira,  but  was 
too  Ule.  Falling  back,  therefore,  he  reorowed 
James  River  and  etAtioaed  himself  uinie  miles  be- 
low Bichmouil,  to  be  at  hand  for  the  protection  of 
the  public  etores  coUecled  there. 

During  this  main  expedition  of  Phillips,  nome 
of  bis  smaller  vessels  had  curried  ou  the  plan  of 
plunder  and  devastation  in  other  of  the  riven 
emptying  into  the  Chesapeake  Bay  ;  setting  fire 
to  the  houses  where  they  met  with  resistance. 
One  bad  ascended  the  Potomac  aud  menaced 
Mount  Vernon.  Lund  Washingtoo,  who  had 
cbar^  of  the  estate,  met  the  l^ag  which  ibe  en- 
emy tent  on  shore,  aod  saved  the  property  from 
ravage,  by  furnishing  ibe  vessel  with  provisions. 
Lmfayetle,  who  heard  of  the  circumstance,  and 
was  sensitive  for  the  honor  of  Washington,  imme' 
lately  wixitc  to  him  on  the  subject.  "  Tbtn  ooo- 
dnct  of  the  penon  who  represents  you  on  jour  es- 
tate," writes  be,  ^  must  certainly  produce  a  bad 
cAed,  and  contrast  with  the  oourageous  replies  of 
■ome  of  your  neighbors,  whose  houses  in  oonse- 
qnenoe  hare  been  burnt.  You  will  do  w)>al  you 
think  proper,  my  dear  general,  but  friendship 
makes  it  my  duty  lo  give  yoa  couiideutiiilly  the 
(acu.- 

ffaahioglno,  however,  had  previoosly  receiTeal 
a  iMler  fron  Limd  himself^  staling  all  the  cwctid- 
Wiiwra  at  lltt  case,  and  bad  immediaiely  written 
hoB  ft  l«|>lj.  He  bad  DO  doubt  ibal  Luoil  bad 
acted  &«■  Lis  bat  jodgnteiid,  and  with  a  riew  to 
preacoe  the  prapeny  and  baildiogs  from  impend' 
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til)  longer  capnble  of  giving  orders.  Ho  died  (bur 
days  afterwards,  honored  and  deeply  regreired  by 
his  brotliera  iu  arms,  as  a  meritoriona  and  welt* 
tried  soldier.  What  made  his  dealh  lo  bo  nwre 
sensibly  felt  by  them  at  Iliis  moment,  wan,  that  it 
put  the  traitor,  Arnold,  once  more  in  the  general 
command. 

He  held  it,  however,  bnt  for  a  short  time,  lu 
Lord  Cornwaltis  arrived  at  Petereburg  on  the  20tli 
of  May.  after  nearly  a  month's  weary  marching 
from  Wilmington-  His  lordship,  on  taking  com- 
mand, found  his  force  augmented  by  a  ooneidera* 
ble  delsdimetit  of  Royal  Artillery,  two  batulioni 
of  light  infantry.  iLe  76tb  and  8Uth  Itritish  regi- 
menis.  a  Hesstan  regimeot,  Lientenaiii-colMiel 
Simcoes  corps  of  Qoeem'a  ranger*,  cavalry  and 
iitiiuiliy,  ooe  hmadied  jagen.  AwvM'»  legim  of 
n^alM4f,aadlbegamB(Miof  PorOiDoallL  IfewM 
diemdabobyiMriSgeBcetlwiLonl  BawAmhad 
obtajarf  M  afe— tage  owr  General  Gtwmw  befew 
Gndk^  a^  Am  ifaw  Briddi  icekMBl*  bttl  laiM 
ban  0«k  fer  CbricrtM.  HkM^-e> 
wHBawflKM  MM  villi  iv^riiB  SoMlMn  of- 

ibyr  ■ 


SMSTtSB  FOkAr  AiiASKST  CQI..   UUHi^Nf.-    %\b 

gtmoB  thai.  Uic  ttMjiiiy  wum  iu  Iwrw  uii  cliu  u^jiu- 
aoe  nde  or  ibe  UullMiti.  uuuwuJiujj  lliu  •Muouy 
on  Ae  «urtb  «!<;  uC  Crototi  Uivicr,  butl  Lu  or- 


C"". 


ten  the  ■iiiiiMiwiii*  ci  liwae  tuoigiii^  juiUm  awl 


aid  1^   Alntanat.  uoIIbpI?-  i^i-" 
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prized  by  Washinglon.  The  enterprise  against 
his  po»t  wits  something  like  iliaC  agniiist  the  post 
of  Young's  House ;  both  had  been  checks  to  the 
foragiers  of  this  harassed  region. 

Colonel  Delancej,  who  led  this  foray,  was  snc- 
cesEor  to  the  nnfortuuate  AxAri  as  adjulaut-gen- 
eral  of  the  British  army.  He  conducted  it  se- 
cretly, and  in  the  night,  al  the  head  of  n  hundred 
horse  and  two  hundred  fool.  The  Croton  was 
forded  at  daybreak,  just  as  the  night-gnard  bad 
been  wilhdrawn,  and  the  farm-houses  were  sur- 
prised and  ftssftiled  in  which  the  Aniericaus  were 
quartered.  That  occupied  by  Colonel  Greene  atid 
ft  brother  officer,  Major  Flagg,  was  first  Hurroanded. 
The  major  started  frnm  his  bed,  and  discharged 
his  pistols  from  a  window,  but  was  shot  through 
the  heaii,  and  aflerwards  dispatched  by  cuts  and 
tfarnsis  of  the  sabre. 

The  door  of  Greene's  room  was  burst  open. 
He  defended  himself  rigorously  and  cflTecrivel; 
with  his  sword,  for  be  had  great  strength,  but  he 
was  overpowered  by  numbers,  cut  down,  and  bar- 
barously mangled,  A  massacre  was  going  on  in 
oilier  quarters.  Besides  these  two  officers,  [here 
were  between  thirty  and  forly  killed  and  wounded, 
and  soreral  made  prisoners. 

It  is  said  that  Colonel  Delanccy  was  not  present 
at  the  carnage,  but  remained  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Croton  to  secure  the  retreat  of  liis  party.  It 
may  be  so ;  but  the  present  exploit  was  in  the 
spirit  of  others  by  which  he  had  contributed  to 
harry  this  beautiful  region,  and  made  it  a  "bloody 
ground."     No  foes  so  ruihlesa  bad  the  American 


DEATH  OF   COLONEL   GREENE. 


317 


patriots  to  eacouiilGr  as  tbeir  ami  lory  couutry- 

Before  the  troops  ordered  out  by  Waahtngton 
arrived  at  ihe  post,  tlie  mHraudere  had  made  a 
precipitate  retreat.  They  had  attempted  to  carry 
oir  Greetie  a  prisoDer,  but  he  died  within  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  of  tlie  liouse.  Ilis  captora, 
iks  they  passed  by  tbtt  farm-bouses,  told  the  inhab- 
itants that,  sliould  there  be  any  iuquij'y  after  the 
colo&el,  tliey  had  left  bim  dead  at  the  edge  of 
the  woods.' 

Greeue  was  but  forty-four  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  and  was  a  model  of  manly 
Btrength  and  comeliueas.  A  true  eolilier  of  the 
Revolution,  he  bad  served  at  Lexington  aud 
Bunker's  Hill ;  followed  Arnold  ihrougfa  the 
Kennebec  wilderness  to  Quebec;  fought  under 
the  walls  of  that  city;  distinguished  himself  by 
hia  defense  of  Fort  Mercer  on  the  Delaware,  and 
by  his  kiml  treatment  of  his  vanquished  and 
wounded  anlogonisl,  Colonel  Donop.  How  dif- 
ferent the  treatment  experienced  by  bim  at  the 
hands  of  bis  tory  countrymeo  ! 

The  commander-in-chief,  we  are  lold,  heard 
with  anguish  aud  indignation  the  tragical  fate  of 
(hie  his  faithful  friend  and  soldier.  On  the  snb- 
aeqaent  day,  the  corpse  of  Colonel  Greene  waa 
brought  to  head -quarters,  and  bis  funeral  solem- 
nized with  military  honors  and  universal  grief.' 

At  this  junciure,  Washington's  altention  waa 
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called  in  another  direction.  A  frigale  hnd  ax- 
rived  at  Boston,  bringing  tlic  Count  de  Barms, 
to  take  commitod  of  the  French  naval  force.  He 
was  a  veteran  about  aixty  years  of  tige,  and  hnd 
commanded  D'Estaing's  vanguard,  when  he  forced 
the  enlraiiee  of  Newport  harbor.  The  count 
brought  the  cheering  intelligence,  that  an  arma- 
meot  of  twenty  ships  of  tlie  line,  witli  land  forces, 
was  to  Bail,  or  had  sailed,  from  France,  nnder  the 
Count  de  Grasse  for  the  West  Indie?,  and  that 
twelve  of  these  ships  were  to  relievo  tiie  squad- 
ron at  Newport,  and  might  be  expected  on  the 
COBHI  of  the  United  States  in  .July  or  August. 

The  Count  de  Rochamhean,  having  received 
dispatches  from  the  court  of  France,  now  re- 
quested an  interview  with  Waahinglon.  The 
latter  appointed  Weathersfield  in  Connecticut  for 
the  purpose  ;  and  met  the  count  there  ou  the  32d 
of  Slay,  hoping  to  settle  a  definitive  plan  of  the 
campaign.  Both  as  yet  were  ignorant  of  the  ar- 
rival of  Cornwallis  in  Virginia.  The  policy  of 
a  joint  expedition  to  relieve  the  Carolinas  was 
discnaaecl.  As  the  French  ships  in  Newport  were 
Btill  blockaded  by  a  superior  force,  such  an  expe- 
dition woald  have  to  be  made  by  land.  A  march 
to  the  Southern  States  was  long  and  harassing, 
and  always  altentled  with  a  great  waste  of  lite. 
Such  would  certainly  be  the  atse  at  present,  when 
it  would  have  to  be  made  in  the  heat  of  sum- 
mer. Tlie  difficulties  and  expenses  of  land  trans- 
portation, also,  presented  a  formidable  objection. 

On  the  other  hand,  an  effective  blow  might  be 
struck   at  New  York,  the  garrison  liaving  been 
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reduced  one  half  by  delachmenta  lo  tlie  South. 
That  important  post  and  ita  dependencies  niigiht 
be  wrested  from  the  enemy,  or,  if  nnl,  ihey  might 
be  obliged  to  recall  a  part  of  their  force  from  the 
South  for  their  own  defenxe. 

It  was  determined,  therefore,  that  the  French 
troops  should  ninrch  from  Newport  oh  tioon  as 
possible,  and  form  a  junction  with  llie  American 
army  on  the  Hudson,  and  that  both  should  move 
down  to  the  rioinity  of  New  York  to  make  a 
combined  attack,  id  which  the  Count  de  Grasse 
should  be  invited  to  cooperate  with  hia  dcet  and 
a  body  of  land  troops. 

A  vessel  was  dispatched  by  De  Rocbambeau, 
to  inform  the  Count  de  Grasse  of  this  arrange- 
raeot ;  and  letters  were  addressed  by  Wasliington 
to  the  eiecutive  authorities  of  New  Jersey  and 
the  New  England  Stales,  urging  them  to  fill  up 
their  battalions  and  furnish  their  cjiiolas  of  pro- 
visions. Notwithstanding  all  his  exortiuDS,  how- 
ever, when  he  mustered  his  forcea  at  Peekskill, 
he  was  mortiiied  to  find  not  more  than  five  thou- 
sand effective  men.  Notwithstanding,  ton,  all  the 
resolutions  passed  in  the  legislatures  of  the  va- 
rious Slates  for  supplying  the  army,  it  would,  at 
this  critical  moment,  have  been  destitute  of  pro- 
visions, especially  bread,  bad  it  not  been  for  the 
zeal,  talents,  and  activity  of  Mr.  Robert  Morris, 
now  a  delegate  to  Congress  from  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  reoently  appointed  Superin- 
tendent of  Finance.  This  patriotic  and  energetic 
man,  when  public  means  failed,  pledged  his  own 
credit  in  transporting  military  stores  and  feeding 


gKTM*  of  New  Tori:  imi  beta 
agB  the  itntfu  Tan  atjMM  wck  rniiW|lilwl 
I17  Ub:om,  tfce  wawfoml  at  the  Bciiiih  wotfti 
■t  the  nortli  end  of  New  Turk  Um>I  :  Ac  odMi^ 
■  of  Dehaeej'*  aKfa  of 
TIm  attack  RpM  As 
poiia  w  Id  be  mannctod  bjr  General  LneoiBf 
irilh  a  de«aA«rt  froai  ibe  main  vwj,  wttefc  be 
WM  to  bring  down  b;  water — thaioa  Delaaeej^ 
i»q«  by  ilie  Duke  de  Lanzmi  with  bii  le^oa, 
aided  b/  Sbeldoo'*  Jnywua,  and  a  bodj  of  Ooa- 
nccticnt  trodpa.  Both  oficfalioDa  wef«  to  be  eaiiied 
inlo  eflect  on  tbe  3d  of  Jnlj.  The  dake  was  to 
narcb  down  firora  Kidgrimf;  in  Coaaedient,  for 
the  porpoae.  EreiTthing  was  to  be  nodnded 
with  secrecy  and  by  tbe  way  of  sniprnaL  Should 
anytbti^  occnr  to  preveot  Lincoln  from  altempl- 
bg  tbe  works  on  New  York  Island,  be  was  to 
land  hie  tnea  abote  Spjt  den  Daivel  Creek,  nMrdi 
to  tbe  high  grounds  in  front  of  King's  Bridge,  lie 
ooncealed  there  uiilil  ibe  duke's  aUack  on  De- 
lancey's  corpa  Bhonld  he  annonoced  by  firing  or 
other  ateaas  ;  then  to  dispose  of  his  force  in  »uch 
"HtflW*  as    to    make  Uie  enemy  think  it  larger 
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than  it  really  was ;  thereby  deterriag  Iroopa  from 
coming  over  the  bridge  to  turn  LnuKiin's  right, 
nhite  he  prevealed  the  escape  over  the  bridge  of 
DelaDcey's  refugees  when  routed  from  MorrisaQia. 
WashiDglon,  at  the  siame  time,  wrote  n  coii- 
fidentiiil  letter  to  Governor  Cliiilou,  Iiiformiug 
bim  of  deaigns  upon  the  enemy's  poats.  "  Should 
ne  be  Lappy  euough  to  succeed,"  writes  he,  "  and 
be  able  to  hold  our  conquest,  the  advuutages  will 
be  greater  than  can  well  be  imogiued.  But  I 
canuot  Sutler  myself  that  the  enemy  will  permit 
the  Utter,  unless  J  bid  suddenly  aud  considerably 
reinforced.  I  ahall  march  down  the  remainder 
of  this  army,  and  I  have  lio|>e3  that  the  French 
force  will  be  near  at  hand  at  the  lime.  But  I 
shall,  DOlwiihstandiDg,  direct  the  alarm-guns  and 
beacons  to  be  fired  in  CRse  of  success ;  and  I  have 
to  request,  that  your  Excellency  will,  upou  such 
signals,  communicate  the  meaning  of  them  to  the 
militia,  and  put  yourself  at  the  bead  of  them,  aod 
march  with  the  utmost  expedition  to  King's  Bridge, 
bringing  with  you  three  or  four  days'  provision  at 

It  was  a  service  which  would  have  been  exactly 
to  the  humor  of  George  Clinton. 

In  pursuance  of  the  plan,  Lincoln  leil  the  camp 
near  Peekstill  on  the  1st,  with  eight  hundred 
men,  and  artillery,  and  proceeded  to  Teller's  Point, 
where  they  were  embarked  in  boats  with  muffled 
oars,  and  rowed  silently  at  night  down  the  Tappau 
Sea,  that  region  of  mystery  and  secret  enterprise. 
At  daylight  they  kept  concealed  under  the  land. 
The  Duke  de  Launun  was  supposed,  at  the  a 
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time,  to  be  OD  the  waj  from  Connecticut  Wash- 
ington, at  three  o'clock  on  tbe  inommg  of  tbe  2d, 
left  bia  tents  standiug  nt  Peefcskilt,  and  commenced 
bis  march  with  his  main  force,  without  bAggage ; 
making  a  brief  halt  at  Crotoa  Bridge,  about  nine 
miles  from  Peekskill,  another  at  the  Sleepy 
Hollow  Church,  near  Tarrylown,  where  he  baited 
until  dusk,  and  completed  llie  rest  of  his  march 
in  the  uigbt,  to  Valetitine'a  Hill,  four  miles  above 
King's  Bridge,  where  he  arrived  oboul  sunrise. 
There  ho  posted  himself  to  cover  the  detached 
troops,  and  improve  any  advantages  that  might  be 
gained  faj  them. 

Lincoln,  on  the  morning  of  the  2d,  had  left  his 
fiotilla  concealed  under  the  eastern  shore,  and 
crossed  to  Fort  Lee  to  reconnoiter  Fort  Washing- 
toD  from  the  cliffs  on  llie  opposite  side  of  the 
Hudson.  To  his  surprise  and  chagrin,  he  dis- 
covered a  British  force  encamped  on  the  north 
end  of  New  York  Island,  and  a  ship-of-war  an- 
chored in  the  river.  In  fact,  the  troops  which 
had  been  detached  into  the  Jerseys,  had  returned, 
and  the  enemy  were  on  the  alert ;  the  surprisal  of 
the  forts,  therefore,  was  out  of  the  question. 

Lincoln's  thoughts  now  were  to  aid  the  Duke 
de  Lauzuh's  part  of  the  scheme,  as  he  had  been 
instrQcted.  Before  daylight  of  the  3d,  he  landed 
his  troops  above  Spyt  den  Duivel  Creek,  and  took 
possession  of  the  high  ground  on  the  north  of 
Harlem  River,  where  Fort  Independence  once 
stood.  Here  he  was  discovered  by  a  foraging 
party  of  the  enemy,  fifteen  hundred  strong,  who 
had  sallied  out  at  daybreak  to  scour  the  country. 
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An  irregular  akirmiah  ensued.  The  firing  was 
heard  by  the  Duke  de  Luuzuu,  who  was  just  ar- 
rived wiih  his  troops  at  East  Chester,  fatigued 
hy  a  loug  and  forced  march  in  sultry  weather. 
Fiodiug  the  country  alarmed,  and  all  hope  of 
Burpriaiiig  Delaucey's  corps  at  an  cud,  be  hastened 
to  the  support  of  Lincoln.  Washington  also  ad- 
vanced with  his  troops  from  Valentine's  Hill,  The 
British,  perceiving  their  danger,  retreated  lo  their 
boats  on  the  east  side  of  Harlem  liiver,  and 
crossed  over  to  New  York  Island.  A  trifling  loss 
in  killed  and  wounded  had  been  sustained  on  each 
side,  and  Lincoln  had  made  a  few  prisoners. 

Being  disappointed  in  both  objects,  Washington 
did  not  care  to  fatigue  his  troops  any  more,  but 
suffered  them  to  remain  on  their  arms,  and  spent 
B  good  part  of  the  day  reconuojtering  Ihe  enemy's 
works.  In  ihe  afternoon  be  retired  to  Valentine's 
Hill,  and  the  next  day  marched  lo  Dobbs  Ferry, 
where  he  was  joined  by  the  Count  de  Kochambeau 
on  the  6ih  of  July.  The  two  armies  now  en- 
camped ;  the  American  in  two  lines,  resting  on  the 
Hudson  at  Dobbs  Ferry,  where  it  was  covered 
by  batteries,  and  extending  eastward  toward  the 
Neperan  or  Sawmill  River;  the  French  in  a 
single  line  on  the  hills  further  east,  reaching  to 
the  Bronx  River.  The  beautiful  valley  of  He 
Neperan  intervened  between  the  encampments. 
It  was  a  lovely  country  for  a  summer  encamp- 
ment —  breeiy  hills  commanding  wide  prospects, 
umbrageous  valleys  watered  by  bright  pastoral 
sireamB,  the  Bronx,  the  Spraine,  and  the  Neperau, 
and  aboimdiug  with  never-failing  springs.     The 
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Freoch  eocampni^nt  maile  «  gallAot  display  aloi^ 
the  Grecnburgb  hiU».  Some  of  tbe  officer*,  Totug 
men  of  rank,  to  wbom  this  was  all  a  service  of 
romance,  look  a  pri<le  id  decoraliag  tbeir  lenta, 
and  forming  little  gardens  in  their  vicinity.  "  We 
have  a  rhanniug  position  aniong  rocks  and  tuder 
magniliceDl  tulip-trees ;  "  writes  one  of  them,  tbe 
CouDt  Dnmaa.  General  Wnsbiuglon  was  an  ob- 
ject of  tiieir  enlliusiasin.  He  visited  the  tents 
they  had  so  gayly  embellished ;  for.  with  all  bis 
gravity,  be  was  foud  of  the  coitipany  of  yotiiig 
men.  They  were  apprised  of  big  coiniog,  and  eel 
otil  OD  their  camp-tables  plans  of  the  battle  of 
TreDtoD,  of  West  Point,  and  other  scenes  con- 
nect!^ with  the  war.  The  f^'eatest  harmony  pre- 
vailed between  the  armies.  The  two  commanders 
had  their  respective  head-quarters  in  farm-hon9es,_ 
anii  occiutiontdly,  on  festive  occasions,  long  tables 
were  Hpread  in  the  adjacent  bams,  which  were 
converted  into  banqueting  balls.  The  young 
French  olGcera  gained  the  good  graces  of  the 
couutry  belles,  though  little  itcquainted  with  iheir 
language.  Their  encauipmeut  was  particularly 
gay,  and  it  was  the  boast  of  an  old  lady  of  the 
neighbor  I  lood  many  years  after  the  war,  that  she 
bad  (lanced  at  bead-quarters  when  a  girl  with  the 
celebrftled  Mtirshal  Berthier,  at  that  time  one  of 
the  ai^es-de-camp  of  the  Count  de  Rociiambeau.* 
Tbe  two  armies  thus  encamped  for  llireeor  four 
weeks.  In  the  menu  time  letters  urged  Washing- 
ton's presenoe  in  Vii^nia.  Richard  Henry  Lee 
advised  that  he  should  come  with  two  or  three 
1  fiolion'i  But.  of  WtlckeMtr  Co.,  vol.  i.  p.  S13. 
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ihouaand  good  troops,  and  be  clothed  with  diclato- 
rinl  powers.  "Tliere  is  nothing,  I  lliiuk,  more 
certain,"  writes  Lee,  "  than  that  your perHonnl  eall 
would  bring  into  immediate  exertion  the  force  and 
the  resouruea  of  this  State  and  the  neighboring 
0069.  which,  directed  aa  they  would  be,  will  effec- 
tually disappoint  and  balBe  tiie  deep-laid  schemes 
of  the  enemy." 

"  I  am  fully  persuaded,  and  upon  good  military 
principles,"  writes  Washington  in  reply,  "  that  the 
measures  I  have  adopted  will  give  more  effectual 
and  speedy  relief  to  the  Stale  of  Virginia,  than 
my  marching  thither,  with  dictatorial  powers,  at 
the  head  of  every  mau  I  could  draw  from  hence 
without  leaving  the  important  posts  on  the  North 
River  quite  defenseless,  and  these  States  open  to 
devaslatioD  and  ruin.  My  pree«nt  plan  of  opera- 
tion, which  I  have  been  preparing  with  all  the  zeal 
and  activity  in  my  power,  will,  I  am  morally  certalo 
with  proper  support,  produce  oue  of  two  things, 
either  the  fall  of  New  York,  or  a  withdrawal  of 
the  troops  from  Virginia,  excepting  a  garrison  at 
FotUmouth,  at  which  place  I  have  no  doubt  of 
the  enemy's  intention  of  establishing  a  permanent 
poeL" 

Within  two  or  three  days  after  this  letter  was 
written,  Washiuglou  crossed  the  river  at  Dobbs 
Ferry,  accompanied  by  the  Count  de  Rocliambean, 
General  de  Beviile,  and  General  Duportail,  to 
reconnoiter  the  British  posts  on  the  north  end  of 
New  York  Island.  They  were  escorted  by  one 
htmdred  and  fifty  of  the  New  Jersey  troops,  and 
tfeal  the  day  ou  the  Jersey  heights  ascertainiBg 
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the  exact  position  of  tiie  enemj  on  iLe  opposite 
shore.  Their  next  iDovement  was  to  reconDoiler 
the  eaeniy's  posts  at  King's  Bridge  aud  on  the 
east  Hide  of  New  York  Island,  and  lo  cut  off,  if  possi- 
ble, such  of  Delancey's  corps  as  should  be  fouod 
without  the  British  lines.  Five  thousand  troops, 
Freuf^h  and  Atnericau,  led  by  the  Coititt  de  Cbaa> 
tellux  attd  Geaeml  Lincoln,  were  to  protect  this 
reconnoissance,  and  menace  the  enemjr'a  posts. 
Everything  was  prepared  In  secrecy.  Ou  the  21st 
of  July,  St  eight  o'clock  io  the  eTening,  the  troops 
began  their  mareh  in  separate  ixiIuidus  ;  part  down 
the  Hudson  Biver  road ;  part  down  the  Sawmill 
lUver  valley  ■  part  by  the  East  Chester  road. 
Scammel's  light  tDfantry  advanced  through  the 
fields  to  waylay  the  roads,  slop  all  coinmuui cation, 
and  prevent  intelligence  gt^tting  to  the  enemy. 
Sheldon's  cavalry,  with  the  Connecticut  troops, 
were  to  scour  Throg's  Neck.  Sheldon's  infantry 
and  Lauzun'a  buicers  were  to  do  the  same  with 
the  refugee  region  of  Morrisania. 

The  whole  delacbnieiit  arrived  ul  King's  Bridge 
about  daylight,  and  formed  on  the  height  back  of 
Fort  Independence.  The  enemy's  forts  on  New 
York  Island  did  not  appear  lo  have  the  least  in- 
telligence of  U'hat  was  going  on,  nor  to  be  aware 
that  hostile  troops  were  upon  the  heights  opposite 
until  the  latter  displayed  themselves  in  full  array, 
their  arms  flashing  in  the  morning  sunshine,  aud 
their  banners,  American  aud  Freitch,  unfolded  to 
the  breeze. 

While  the  enemy  was  thus  held  in  check,  Wash- 
ington  and    De    Rocbambeau,    accompauied    by 
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engineers  and  by  [heir  Gtafis,  sei  out  under  the 
escort  of  a  troop  of  drsgoona  to  reconnoiiei'  the 
enemy's  position  and  works  from  every  poiut  of 
view.  It  was  a  wide  recontioissaiii.'e,  extmidiog 
across  the  country  outside  of  the  British  lines  from 
the  Hudson  to  the  Sound.  Tlie  whole  was  done 
slowly  and  acientifically,  esact  notes  and  dia- 
grams being  made  of  everything  that  might  be  of 
importance  in  future  operations.  As  the  "cor- 
tege "  moved  slowly  along,  or  paused  to  nuke 
obaervalion,  it  was  cannonaded  from  ibe  distant 
works,  or  from  the  armed  vessola  Biationed  on  the 
neighboring  waters,  but  without  injuring  it  or 
quickening  its  movements. 

According  to  De  Rochambeau's  account,  the 
two  recouuoilering  generals  were  at  one  time  in  an 
awkward  and  hazardous  predicemenl.  Tliey  had 
passed,  he  said,  to  an  island  separated  by  an  arm 
of  the  sea  from  the  enemy's  po»t  on  Long  Tslaud, 
and  the  engineers  were  employed  in  making  scien- 
tific observations,  regartllcss  of  the  tiring  of  small 
vessels  staiioiied  in  the  Sound.  During  this  time, 
the  two  generals,  exhausted  by  fatigue  and  sum- 
mer heal,  slept  under  shelter  of  a  hedge.  De 
Btichambeau  was  the  first  to  awake,  and  was 
startled  at  observing  the  slate  of  the  tide,  which, 
during  their  slumber,  had  been  rapidly  rising. 
Awakening  Washington  and  calling  hia  attention 
to  it,  they  hasleiied  to  the  causeway  by  which 
they  bad  crossed  from  the  mainland.  It  was 
covered  with  water.  Two  small  boats  were 
brought.  Id  which  they  embarked  with  the  sad- 
dles and  bridles  of  their  horses.     Two  American 
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dragoons  then  returned  ia  the  boaU  to  the  shore 
of  the  Islund,  where  the  horses  remained  under 
care  of  their  comrddes.  Two  of  the  horses, 
which  were  good  Bwimmere,  were  held  by  the 
bridle  and  guided  bctohs  ;  the  rest  were  driver 
into  the  water  by  the  smack  of  the  whip,  and 
followed  their  leaders;  the  boats  then  brought 
over  the  rest  of  the  party,  De  Kodiambeau  ad- 
mired lliis  maneuver  as  a  Rpeuimen  of  Aoierican 
taetiwi  in  the  managemeut  of  wild  horses ;  but  he 
thought  it  lucky  that  the  enemy  knew  nothing  of 
their  embarrassmenl,  which  lasted  nearly  an  hour, 
otherwise  they  might  literally  have  been  caught 
napping. 

While  the  enemy's  works  had  been  thoroughly 
roconnoitered,  light  troops  and  lancers  had  per- 
formed their  duty  in  scouring  the  neighborhood. 
The  refugee  posts  which  had  desolated  (be  oouo- 
try  were  broken  np.  Most  of  the  refugees,  Wash- 
ington says,  had  tied  and  hid  themselves  in  secret 
places  ;  some  got  over  by  slealth  to  the  adjacent 
islands,  and  to  the  enemy's  shipping,  and  a  few 
were  caught.  Having  effected  the  purposes  of 
their  expedition,  the  two  generals  set  off  with 
their  troops,  on  the  23d,  for  their  encampment, 
where  they  arrived  about  midnight. 

The  immediate  effect  of  this  threatening  move- 
ment of  Washington,  appears  in  a  letter  of  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  to  Comwallis,  dated  July  26tb, 
requesting  him  to  order  three  regiments  to  New 
York  from  Carolina.  "I  shall  probably  want 
them  as  well  as  the  troops  yon  may  he  able  to 
spare  me  from  the  Chesapeake  for  such  offensive 
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or  defeDBive  operations  as  may  oSer  in  ihie  quar- 
ter." • 

And  Washington  writes  to  La&yette  a  few 
dajB  Bubsequeutly :  "  I  think  we  have  already 
efl^ted  one  part  of  the  plan  of  the  campaign  set- 
tled at  Weathersfield,  thnt  is,  giving  a  aubstantial 
relief  to  the  Southern  States,  by  oliliging  the  en- 
emy to  recall  a  considerable  part  of  their  force 
from  thence.  Our  views  must  now  be  turned 
towards  endeavoring  to  expel  them  totally  from 
those  States,  if  we  find  ourselves  incompetent  to 
the  siege  of  New  York." 

We  will  now  give  the  reader  a  view  of  affairs 
in  Virginia,  and  show  how  they  were  ultimately 
affected  by  these  military  maneuvers  and  demon- 
strations in  the  neighborhood  of  King's  Bridge. 


1  drrciipiHKfaflcc  reiatite  lo  OpircUim 
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[  in  May,  WM  to  ttrika  ■  blow  at  Lh^>- 
The  DMnjini  ww  cncaonped  on  !&•  mtth 
riftn  at  ■Umea  Rtrer,  between  Wihaa  and  ffic^ 
Dwml,  with  ahoat  ooe  (boasand  r^olara,  two 
tlxniMUifl  mililia.  and  fifiy  dnigooiH.  He  wm 
waiting  Tor  rdnfon^meata  of  mtlhia.  w)d  br  tbe 
arrival  (rf  General  Wayne,  irith  the  PennsjImuK 
Viae.  Tlie  Ult«r  bad  been  ordered  to  tbe  South 
by  Wa«huigh>n.  nearly  tbree  mouilis  previooaly, 
but  unavoidably  delayed.  Joined  by  these,  La- 
ItytUa  would  Teniure  to  receive  a  blow,  -that 
l)dng  bcnten,  he  might  at  least  be  beaten  with 
decency,  atid  CorunalltB  pay  something  for  hia 
victory."  * 

1  L«tl«i  Id  Hamilioii,  hUj  XU. 
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Hia  lordship  hoped  to  draw  him  iota  r»  action 
before  thus  reinforceii,  and  with  that  view, 
luarched,  on  the  24th  of  May,  from  Petersburg 
to  James  River,  which  he  crossed  at  Westover, 
about  thirty  miles  below  Richmond.  Here  he 
was  joined  on  the  26th  by  a  reinforcement  just 
arrived  from  New  York,  part  of  which  he  sent 
under  General  Leslie  to  strengthen  the  garrison 
at  Portsmoutli.  He  vrna  relieved  also  from  nuli- 
tary  companionship  with  the  iniamous  Arnold, 
who  obtained  leave  of  absence  to  return  to  New 
York,  where  business  of  importance  was  said  to 
demand  hia  attention.  While  he  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  British  army  in  Vir^nia,  Latayetta 
had  refused  to  hold  any  correspondence,  or  recip- 
rocate auy  of  the  civilities  of  war  with  hira  ;  for 
which  he  was  higldy  applauded  by  Washington. 

Being  now  strongly  reinforced,  Comwallis 
moved  to  dislodge  Lafayette  from  Richmond. 
The  latter,  consciona  of  the  inferiority  of  his 
forces,  decamped  as  soon  as  lie  lienrd  his  lordship 
had  crossed  James  River.  "  I  am  resolved,"  said 
he,  "on  a  war  of  skirmishes,  without  engaging 
too  &r,  and  above  all,  to  be  on  my  guard  a>;ainBt 
that  numerous  and  excellent  cavalry,  which  the 
militia  dread,  as  if  they  mere  so  many  savage 
beasts."  Me  now  directed  his  marclt  toward  the 
upper  country,  inclining  to  the  north,  to  favor  a 
junction  with  Wayne.  Comwallis  followed  him 
as  &r  as  tlie  upper  part  of  Hanover  County, 
destroying  public  stores  wherever  found.  He  ap- 
pears lo  have  undervalued  La&yette,  on  account 
of  his  youth.    "  The  boy  caonol  escape  me,"  eoid 
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of  (be  aiarqaiA.  hoi««Ter.  aiiieii  the  celerit 
movetneoH ;  and  now  thai  be  had  Uie  i 
hSicj  of  aa  indepeodem  eommaiid,  bs  rastaiseA 
his  jonthfbl  fire,  and  lore  of  «nterprue>  lade 
paaAetu»  had  rendered  him  cantioas.  "  I  am 
afraid  of  mjtelt,"  said  be,  "aa  much  as  cf  ifaa 
enemy-"' 

ComwaQis  moo  foond  it  impoeaible  eidier  M 
overtake  la&yeue,  or  prevent  hU  jnnctiaa  witk 
Wayne :  he  turned  bia  aaeation.  therefore^  to 
other  otjecCa. 

Greene,  ia  his  paiaage  throngfa  Vtrgmia,  had 
argpi  the  importance  of  remoTing  boraea  ode  of 
the  tray  of  tbe  enemy ;  bis  caation  bad  been  neg- 
lected ;  the  coDMi{neoces  were  now  fell.  Tbe 
great  nttn^r  of  fine  bones  is  the  atablea  of  Vir- 
ginia geatlerocD,  wbo  are  noted  for  their  love  of 
tbe  nobie  animal,  bad  enabled  Corowallia  to  mount 
many  of  bia  troops  in  lint-rate  ityle.  These  he 
employed  m  acoaring  U>e  country,  and  destroying 
palflic  store*.  Tarleton  and  hi:i  le^ioa,  it  is  said, 
were  moanted  on  race-borses.  "  Under  tbis  dood 
of  light  troopa,"  aaid  L^ayette,  "  it  is  difficult  M 
oonuleract  any  rapid  movemeuts  they  may  c 


The  Stale  legislattire  bad  been  removed  1 
Mfoly  to  Charlottesville,  where  it  was  assembled 
for  the  purpose  of  levying  taxes,  and  drafting 
militia.  Tarleton,  with  one  huodreil  and  eighty 
cavalry  and  seventy  mounted  infantry,  was  or- 
dered by  Comwallis  to  m.ike  a  diish  there,  break 
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up  the  legislature,  and  carry  off  membera.  On 
his  wny  thither,  on  the  4th  of  June,  he  captnred 
and  destroyed  a  cotiToy  of  arms  and  clothing  des- 
tined for  Greene's  array  in  North  Carolina.  At 
another  place  he  surprised  several  persons  of  note 
at  the  house  of  a  Dr.  Wulker,  but  lingere^l  so 
long  breakfasting,  that  a  person  mounted  on  a 
fleet  horse  had  time  lo  roach  Charlottesville  be- 
fore him,  and  spread  the  alarm.  Tarleton  crossed 
the  Rivauna,  which  washes  the  hill  ou  which 
Charlottesville  is  situated ;  dispersed  a  small 
force  collected  on  the  bank,  and  galloped  into  the 
town  thinking  to  capture  the  whole  assembly. 
S«veD  alone  fell  into  his  hands;  the  rest  had 
made  their  escape.  No  better  success  attended  a 
party  of  horse  under  Captain  McLeod,  detached 
to  sarprise  the  Governor  (Thomas  Jefferson),  at 
hii  residence  in  Monticello,  about  three  miles  from 
Charlottesville,  where  several  members  of  the  leg- 
iaktore  were  his  guests.  The  dragoons  were  es- 
pied  winding  up  the  mountain ;  the  guests  dis- 
pereed ;  the  fitmily  was  hurried  off  to  tlie  resi- 
dence of  Colonel  Carter,  sii  miles  distant,  while 
the  governor  himself  made  a  rapid  retreat  on 
horseback  to  Carter's  Mountain. 

Having  set  fire  to  all  the  public  stores  at  Char- 
lottesville, Tarleton  pushed  titr  the  point  of  Fork 
at  the  confluence  of  the  Rivanna  and  Fluvanna  ; 
to  aid,  if  necessary,  a  detachment  of  yagers,  in- 
fantry, and  hussars,  sent  under  Colonel  Simcoe  to 
destroy  a  great  quantity  of  military  stores  col- 
lected at  ibat  posL  The  Baron  Steuben,  who 
was  stationed  there  with  five  hundred  Virginia 
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regulnre  and  b  fen  militia,  and  had  beard  of  the 
marcL  of  Tarleton,  had  succeeded  \a  transporting 
the  greater  pnrt  of  the  stores,  as  well  as  his 
troopji,  across  the  river,  and  aa  the  water  was 
deep  and  the  boats  were  all  on  his  side,  he  might 
have  felt  himself  secure.  The  unexpected  ap- 
pearance of  Simcoe's  infunti-y,  however,  design- 
edly spread  out  on  the  opposite  beighLt,  deceived 
him  iiiio  the  idea  lliat  it  was  the  tuii  oI'  ihe  Brit- 
ish army.  In  his  alarm  he  made  a  night  retreat 
of  thirty  miles,  leaving  the  greater  part  of  the 
stores  scattered  along  the  river  bank,  which  were 
destroyed  the  next  morning  by  a  small  detach- 
ment of  the  enemy  sent  across  in  canoes. 

On  the  lOlh  of  June,  Lafayette  was  at  length 
gladdeued  by  the  arrival  of  Wayne  with  aboat 
niue  hundred  of  the  Penusylvanin  line.  Thus  re- 
inforced, he  changed  his  whole  plan,  and  ventured 
on  the  aggrcMive.  Cornwallia  had  gotten  be- 
tween him  and  a  large  deposit  of  military  stotes 
at  Albemarle  Old  Court-house. 

The  marquia,  by  a  rapid  march  at  night, 
through  a  road  long  disused,  threw  himself  be- 
tweeu  the  British  army  and  the  stores,  and,  heing 
joined  by  a  numerous  body  of  mountain  militia, 
took  a  strong  position  to  dispute  the  advance  of 
the  enemy. 

Cornwallis  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  pursue 
this  enterprise,  especially  as  he  heard  Lafayeile 
would  soon  be  joined  by  forces  under  Uarou 
Steuben.  Tielding  easy  credence,  therefore,  to 
a  report  that  the  stores  had  been  removed  from 
Albemarle  Court-house,  he   turned  his  &ce  to- 
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ward  the  lower  part  of  Virginia,  and  marie  a  re- 
trograde march,  first  lo  Richmotiil,  aod  aflerwards 
to  WilliamBbarg. 

Lafayette,  being  joined  by  Steuben  and  his 
forces,  had  about  fuur  (houeand  men  under  him, 
one  half  of  whom  were  regulars.  He  now  fol- 
lowed the  British  army  at  the  diatanee  of  eighteen 
or  twenty  miles,  throwing  forward  his  light  troops 
10  harass  their  rear,  which  waa  covered  by  Tarie- 
ton  aod  Simcoe  with  their  cavalry  and  infantry. 

Corn  wa  I  Its  arrived  at  Williamsburg  on  the 
25th,  and  sent  out  Simcoe  wiih  his  rangers  and 
B  company  of  yngera  lo  destroy  Bome  boats  aud 
stores  on  the  Cliickaliominy  River,  and  to  sweep 
off  the  cattle  of  the  neighborhood.  Lafayette 
heard  of  the  ravage,  and  detached  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Butler,  of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  with  a 
corps  of  light  troops  and  a  body  of  horse  under 
Major  McPheraoD,  to  intercept  the  marauders. 
As  the  infantry  could  not  push  on  fast  enough  for 
the  emergency,  McPherson  took  up  fifty  of  them 
behind  fifty  of  his  dragoons,  and  dashed  on.  He 
overtook  a  company  of  Siracoe's  rangers  under 
Captain  Shank,  about  aii  miles  from  "Williams- 
burg, foraging  at  a  farm  ;  a  sharp  encounter  took 
place;  McPheraon  at  tlie  outset  was  unhorsed 
and  severely  hurt.  The  action  continued.  Sim- 
coe with  his  infantry,  who  had  been  in  ihe  ad- 
vance convoying  a  drove  of  cattle,  now  engaged 
in  the  fight.  Butler's  riflemen  began  to  arrive, 
and  supported  the  dragoons.  It  was  a  desperate 
m^l^ ;  much  execution  was  done  on  both  sides. 
Neither  knew  the  strength  of  the  force  they  were 
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coDtendtDg  wiLh ;  but  supposed  it  the  advance 
guard  of  tlie  opposite  araij.  Ati  tilarm  gun 
was  fired  by  ilie  British  oh  a  neighboring  bill. 
It  was  answered  by  alarcn  guoa  at  WiUiains- 
burg.  The  Americana  supposed  the  whole  Brit- 
ish furce  coming  out  to  assail  them,  aod  began 
to  retire.  Simcoe,  imagining  Lafayette  to  be  at 
hand,  likewise  drew  off,  and  pursued  his  march 
to  Williamsburg.  Both  parties  fought  wellj  both 
had  been  severely  handled ;  both  claimed  a  vic- 
tory, though  neither  gained  one.  The  loa.1  in 
killed  and  wounded  on  both  aides  was  severe  for 
the  number  engaged  ;  but  the  alatenients  vary, 
and  were  never  reconciled.  It  is  certain  the  re- 
sult gave  great  satisraclion  to  the  Americans,  and 
inspired  them  with  redoubled  ardor. 

An  express  was  received  by  Comwallis  at  Wil- 
liamsburg which  obliged  him  to  change  his  plans. 
The  movemeuta  of  Washington  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  New  York,  menacing  an  attack,  had  pro- 
duced the  desired  elTeot,  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
alarmed  for  the  safety  of  the  place,  had  written 
to  Comwallis,  requiring  a  part  of  his  troops  for 
its  protection.  His  lordship  prepared  to  comply 
with  this  requisition,  but  as  it  would  leave  him 
too  weak  to  continue  at  Williamsburg,  he  set  out 
on  the  4ih  of  July  for  Portamoulh. 

Lafayette  followed  htm  ou  the  ensuing  day,  and 
look  post  within  nine  miles  of  his  camp ;  iuteod- 
iog,  when  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  should 
have  crossed  the  ford  let  the  island  of  Jamestown, 
to  fall  upon  the  rear  guard.  Comwallia  suspected 
bia  deaign,  and  prepared  lo  take  advantage  of  iL 
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The  wheel  carriages,  bsi  iMrseK,  and  baggHge, 
were  p«issed  over  lo  (be  ialsnd  under  tlie  ei^nrt 
of  the  Queeu's  Rungers;  making  a  grenl  display, 
na  if  the  nwin  \>odj  had  crossed  ;  hi«  lonlsbip, 
howeTer,  with  the  greater  part  of  bJ*  forces,  re- 
ntained  on  the  main-ltincl,  his  right  covered  by 
ponds,  the  centre  and  led  bv  morasses  over  which 
a  few  tiarrow  causeways  of  logs  connected  his 
position  with  the  oountry,  and  James  Island  laj 
in  the  rear.  His  camp  was  concealed  by  a  skirt 
of  woods,  nnd  covered  by  an  outpost. 

In  the  tnoniing  of  the  6th,  as  the  Americaiis 
were  advancing,  a  negro  and  a  dragoon,  employed 
by  Tarleion,  threw  themselves  in  their  way,  pre- 
tendiof;  to  be  dejerler*",  and  informed  them  that 
the  body  of  the  king's  troops  had  passed  Jnmes 
Siver  In  the  night,  leaving  nothing  behind  but 
the  rear-guard,  composed  of  the  British  legion 
and  a  detachment  of  infantry.  Persuaded  of  the 
fact,  Lafayette  with  his  troops  crossed  the  morass 
on  the  left  of  the  enemy  by  a  narrow  causeway 
of  logs,  and  hailed  beyond  about  auiiset.  Wayne 
was  detached  with  a  body  of  riflemen,  dragoons 
and  conlinenlal  infantry,  (o  make  the  attack, 
while  the  marquis  with  nine  hundred  ConliuentHia 
and  some  militia  stood  ready  lo  support  him. 

Wayne  easily  routed  a  patrol  of  cavalry  and 
drove  in  the  pickets,  who  had  been  ordered  to 
give  way  readily.  The  outpost  which  covered  the 
camp  defeudetl  itself  more  obsliunlety,  though  ex- 
ceedingly galled  by  the  riflemen.  Wayne  pushed 
forward  with  the  Pennsylvania  liuo,  eight  hun- 
dred strong,  and  three  field-pieces  to  attack  it; 
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of  fl 


thousaod  of  Ilie  enemy 


^nnou  mora  than  two 
erged  from  their  oon- 
cealmeut,  attd  be  found  too  late  ihitt  llie  whole 
Briimb  line  was  in  battle  urrny  before  liim.  To 
reirc^at  nas  more  dangerous  tban  to  go  on.  So 
thinking,  with  that  impetuoux  valor  which  had 
gained  bim  the  name  of  Mad  Anthony,  he  or- 
dered a  charge  to  be  sounded,  and  threw  himself 
horse  and  foot  with  shoulB  upon  the  enemy.  It 
was  H  sanguinary  conQict  and  a  desperate  one, 
for  the  enemy  were  oulSauking  him  right  and 
left.  Portiiualely,  the  heaviness  of  the  fira  had 
awakeued  tlie  suspicions  of  Lafayette,  —  it  was 
loo  strong  for  the  outpost  of  a  rear-gnard.  Spar- 
ring to  a  point  of  land  which  commanded  a  view 
of  the  British  camp,  he  discovered  the  actual  force 
of  the  enemy,  and  the  peril  of  Wayne.  Gallop- 
ing back,  he  sent  word  to  Wayne  to  fall  back  to 
Genei'al  Muhlenburg's  brigade,  which  had  jusl 
arrived,  and  was  forming  within  half  a  mile  of 
the  scene  of  conflict.  Wayne  did  so  in  good  or- 
der, leaving  behind  his  three  cannon,  the  horses 
which  drew  tliem  having  been  killed. 

The  whole  army  then  retired  across  the  morass. 
The  enemy's  cavalry  would  have  pursued  them, 
but  Cornwallis  forbade  it.  The  night  was  foiling. 
The  hardihood  of  Wayne's  attack,  and  his  sudden 
retreat,  it  U  Kaid,  deceived  aud  perplexed  his  lord- 
ship. He  thought  the  Americans  mora  strong 
than  tliey  realty  were,  and  the  retreat  a  mere 
feint  to  draw  him  tnio  an  ambuscade.  That  re* 
treat,  if  followed  close,  might  have  been  converted 
into  a  disastrous  flight. 
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The  losa  of  the  Americans  iu  this  brief  but  se- 
vere conflict  is  slated  by  Lafayette  to  have  been 
one  hiiodred  and  eighteen  liillud,  wouuded  and 
prisoDers,  iududiug  tea  officers.  The  British  lose 
was  said  to  be  five  officers  wounded,  and  seventy- 
five  privates  killed  and  wounded.  ''  Our  Beld  of- 
ficers," said  Wayne,  "  were  geiteraily  dismounted 
by  having  their  horses  either  killed  or  wounded 
under  tbem.  I  will  not  condole  with  the  luarquis 
for  the  loss  of  two  of  his,  as  he  was  frequently  re- 
quested to  keep  at  a  greater  distance.  His  nat- 
ural bravery  rendered  him  deaf  to  adnionilion." 

Lafayette  retreated  to  Green  Springs,  where  be 
rallied  and  reposed  his  troops.  Comwallia  crossed 
over  lo  Jamestown  Island  aller  dark,  and  three 
days  afterwards,  passing  James  River  with  his 
main  force,  proceeded  to  Poi'tsmoulh.  His  object 
was,  in  conformity  to  his  instructions  from  the 
ministry,  to  establish  there  or  elsewhere  on  the 
Chesapeake,  a  permaTient  post,  to  serve  as  a  cen- 
tral point  for  naval  and  military  operations. 

In  his  letters  to  Washington  giving  an  account 
of  these  events,  Lafayette  says ;  "  I  am  anxious 
to  know  your  opinion  of  the  Virginia  campaign. 
The  Bubjiigation  of  this  Stale  was  incontestably 
the  principal  object  of  the  ministry.  I  think  your 
diversion  has  been  of  more  use  than  any  of  my 
maneuvers ;  but  the  latter  have  been  above  all  di- 
rected by  political  views.  As  long  as  his  lord- 
ship desired  an  action,  not  a  musket  has  been 
fired ;  the  moment  he  would  avoid  a  combat,  wo 
began  a  war  of  skimushes ;  but  I  had  always  care 
not  to  (uimpromise  the  army.     The  naval  superi- 
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ority  of  ihe  enemy,  hia  saperiority  id  esvalry,  in 
regular  troops,  and  liis  ihousand  other  advantages, 
make  mc  consider  myself  lucky  to  littve  come  off 
Bafe  uid  sound.  I  had  my  eye  fixed  an  negotia* 
tioQB  in  Europe,  aud  I  made  it  my  aim  lo  give  his 
Iordnhip  the  disgrace  of  a  retreat."^ 

We  will  now  turn  to  resume  the  course  of  Gea- 
eral  Greene's  campaigning  ia  the  Carolinas. 

1  Mamm  de  Lafaf€Ue,  L  I  p.  UG. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

Groene'e  RetrogrsdB  Opsration  In  Snuth  Csro!in».  —  Appsare 
Wore   Csmden.  —  AITHir   it   Bobkirk'a   Hill.  —  finwdon 

Greene's  Altack  on  the  Forlreis  of  Ninety  Slx.~Open- 
tiani  o^ainit  Ijnrd  RawiloD,  —  Greene  on  Ihe  High  Hill*  oT 
Suilee.  —  Sumler  imure  the  Lnwer  Coontrv.  —  DibIi  of 
Colonel  Wide  Hamplon  Bt  the  Gitu  of  ChMrleston.  — Ex- 
ploits of  Lee  uid  Hsmplon.  —  Or  CapUin  Armitrong  kt 
Quimby  Bridge.  —  Action  in  the  Neighborhood.  — Endof 
the  Campaign. 

jfc'^S'r  will  be  recollected  (hat  Greene,  on  the 
uh  |U^  ''<'i  ut'  April,  set  out  from  Deep  River  oa 
I'^'^'n^  II  retragnule  mnrch,  lo  curry  (he  war 
again  ijilii  Soulli  CaroliDa,  beginning  by  an  attack 
ou  Lord  Itawdoii's  post  at  Canideii.  Sumter  and 
Mariou  had  been  keeping  alive  tbc  revolutionary 
tire  in  ttmt  Slnle  ;  the  former  oti  l)ie  Dortheaet 
frontier,  the  latter  in  his  favorite  lighiiiig  ground 
between  tiie  PeUee  atid  Sanlee  rivers.  On  the 
reappearance  of  Greene,  they  stood  ready  to  lud 
with  heart  and  liand. 

On  his  way  lo  Camden,  Greene  detached  Lee 
to  Join  Marion  with  his  legion,  and  make  an  at- 
tack upon  Fort  Watson  by  way  of  diversion.  For 
himself,  he  appeared  before  Camden,  bul  finding 
it  too  strong  and  too  well  garrimtiied,  fell  back 
about  two  miles,  aad  took  post  at  Hobkirk's  Hill, 
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hoping  to  draw  hia  lonlnhip  oat.  He  succeeded 
bat  loo  well.  Hb  lordsblp  attacked  him  od  the 
35lh  of  April,  comijig  upon  him  parlljr  bj  surprise. 
There  was  a  hanl-rought  battle,  but  through  some 
false  move  among  part  of  his  Iroops.  Greene  was 
obliged  to  reireaL  His  lordship  did  not  pursue, 
but  shut  himself  up  in  Camden,  wailing  to  be  re- 
joined bj  part  of  his  garrisou  which  whs  absent. 

Greene  parted  bimself  neitr  Camdea  Ferry  on 
the  Waleree,  to  intercept  ihese  reinforcetneule. 
Lee  and  Marion,  who  had  succeeded  in  capturing 
Fort  Wai8on,&l»o  took  a  position  on  the  high  hills 
of  Santee  for  the  same  purpose.  Their  efforts 
were  unavailing.  Lord  Rawdon  was  rejoined  by 
the  other  pan  of  his  troops.  His  superior  force 
now  threatened  lo  give  him  the  niasrery.  Greene 
felt  the  Iwzurdoua  nnlure  of  hia  situation.  His 
troops  were  fatigued  by  their  long  marchings  ;  he 
was  disappointed  of  promised  aid  and  reinforce- 
ments from  Virginia;  still  he  was  uodisraayed, 
and  prepare<l  for  another  of  his  long  and  stubborn 
retreats.  "  We  must  always  operate,"  said  he, 
"  on  the  maxim  that  your  enemy  will  do  what  he 
ought  to  do.  Lord  Rawdon  will  push  »s  back  to 
the  mountains,  but  we  will  dispute  every  inch  of 
ground  in  the  best  manner  we  can."  .Such  were 
his  words  to  General  Davie  on  the  evening  of  the 
9th  of  May,  aa  he  sat  iu  his  lent  with  a  map  be- 
fore him  Bluiiying  the  roads  and  fastnesses  of  the 
country.  An  express  was  lo  set  oS"  for  Philadel' 
phia  the  next  morning,  and  he  requested  General 
Davie,  who  was  of  that  city,  lo  write  to  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress  with  whom  he  was  acquainted, 
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painting  in  the  strongest  colors  their  situalion  anil 
gloomy  prospects. 

The  very  next  morning  there  wns  a  joyful  re- 
verse. Greene  seut  fur  General  Davie.  "  Raw- 
don,"  cried  he,  exultiiigly,  "  is  preparing  to  evacu- 
ate Camden ;  tliat  place  waa  the  key  of  the 
enemy's  line  of  posts,  they  will  now  all  fall  or  be 
evacuated  ;  all  will  now  go  well.  Burn  your  let- 
ters. I  shall  march  immediately  to  the  Conga- 
ree." 

His  lordship  had  heard  of  the  march  of  C-orn- 
watlis  into  Virginia,  and  that  all  hope  of  aid 
from  him  was  at  an  end.  Hb  garrison  whs  out 
of  proviaious.  All  supplies  were  cut  off  by  the 
Americans  ;  he  had  uo  choice  but  to  evacuate. 
He  left  Camden  in  flames.  Immense  quantities 
of  stores  and  baggage  were  consumed,  together 
vrilh  tLe  court-house,  the  gaol,  and  many  private 
houses. 

Rapid  successes  now  attended  the  American 
arms.  Fort  Motte,  the  middle  post  between  Cam- 
den and  Ninety  Six.,  Wits  taken  by  Alarion  and 
Lee.  Loe  next  captured  Granby,  and  marched 
to  aid  Pickens  in  the  siege  of  Augusta ;  while 
Greene,  having  acquired  a  supply  of  anus,  ammu- 
nition, and  provisions,  from  the  captured  forts,  sat 
down  before  the  fortress  of  Ninety  Sii,  on  the 
22d  of  May.  It  was  the  great  marl  and  strong- 
hold of  the  royahsts,  and  was  principally  garri- 
soned by  royalists  from  New  Jersey  and  New 
York,  commanded  by  Colonel  Cruger,  a  native  of 
New  York.  The  siege  lasted  for  nearly  a  mouth. 
'Gi&  place  was  valiantly  defended.     l«e  arrived 
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wiUi  his  legioo,  having  ^iled  before  Anguaia.  aod 
invested  a  stockaded  fort  wbjcli  foniied  pan  of 
the  vorks. 

Word  was  brought  that  Loni  Kawdoo  was 
ptesung  forward  with  reinforcements,  and  but  a 
few  miles  distant  on  the  Saltidu.  Greene  eo- 
deavored  lo  get  np  Samter,  Marion,  and  Fiekena, 
to  his  as^ifeiance.  bat  thej  were  loo  far  on  the 
right  of  Lord  Rawdou  to  form  a  junction.  The 
troops  were  tager  to  atonn  the  works  before  hts 
lordship  ahonld  arrive.  A  partial  assault  was 
made  on  the  I8th  of  June.  It  w&s  a  bloodj'  eon- 
leaL  The  stockaded  fort  whs  laken,  but  the 
troops  were  repntsed  from  the  main  works. 

Greene  retreated  acrosi  the  Saluda,  and  halted 
at  Bush  River,  at  twentj'  miles  distance,  to  ob- 
serve the  motion  of  the  enemj.  In  a  letter  thence 
to  Washington,  be  writes :  "  My  fears  are  priud- 
pally  from  the  enemy's  superior  cavalry.  To  the 
northward  cavalry  is  nothing,  from  tlie  numerous 
fences  ;  but  to  the  soathward,  &  disorder,  by  a 
superior  cavalry,  may  be  improved  into  a  defeat, 
and  a  defeat  into  ft  rout  VirgiDia  and  North 
Carolina  could  not  be  brought  to  consider  cavalry 
of  Huirh  great  importance  as  they  are  to  the  secu- 
rity of  the  army  and  the  safety  of  a  country." 

Lord  Rdwdon  entered  Ninety  Six  on  the  21st, 
but  sallird  forth  again  on  the  34th,  taking  with 
him  all  the  troops  capable  of  fatigue,  two  thou- 
sand in  number,  without  wheel  carriage  of  any 
kind,  or  even  knapsacks,  hoping  by  a  rapid  move 
to  overtake  Greene.  Waul  of  provisions  soon 
obliged  bim  to  give  up  the  pursuit,  and  return 
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to  Ninety  Six.  Leaving  about  olio  tmlf  of  \\\» 
force  tliere,  under  Colonel  Cruger,  Ijo  HuIUod  a 
second  time  from  Ninety  Six,  nt  the  lioml  of 
eleven  huiiilred  infantry,  with  oavali-y,  «rtill«ry, 
and  field-pieces,  raarcliing  l)y  the  wutli  niile  of 
the  Saludu  for  the  Congaree. 

He  was  now  pursued  in  hi»  turn  by  Greene 
and  Lee.  In  thia  march  more  than  fitly  of  hU 
lonUhip's  soldiers  fell  deiul  from  heat,  lutifjue,  and 
priraiion.  At  Orangeburg,  where  ha  arriv»}il  on 
ibe  8il)  of  July,  his  lonlship  was  joined  by  a  large 
detadunent  onder  Culouel  Stuart. 

Greene  bad  followed  him  closely,  and  buviug 
collected  all  hb  detachments,  and  iM^iiig  joiiiud  by 
Sttinier,  appeared  wi^iii  four  milea  of  ()rang»- 
txDK  on  the  lOih  of  July,  aud  offered  tmltle. 
The  otter  waa  not  accepted,  &nd  tli«  poiatiiuii  of 
Jf»i  BawdoD  wai  too  itrtmg  to  be  altoeked. 
aioed  lliere  two  or  three  day* ;  when, 
t  Colonel  Cniger  waa  advaocnig  willl 
e  of  ibe  fcmxe  fruu  S'tttttj  Six.  wtikfa 
wmM  igMii  ipve  faik  lortlnliip  a  sa|MnorUy  ol 
tmta,  he  mored  off  wiUi  l^»  iu&ouy  on  the  nigbt 
tfthe  13th«f  Jaly,cn)aMidibetMlada,au4paMMl 
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eomed  \j  tbe  CDDcentntHO  of  tkir  fatom  at 
Owaneliarg.  Under  Sumter  leted  Marion,  Lee, 
dM  HanpbMw,  ud  other  enteipcini^  portkM*. 
The7  were  lo  act  fle|wi>tri j  in  braakiBg  op  ibe  bh 
Bcr  porti  M  aad  aboat  DwcbeMer.  but  lo  wtiie  at 
Monk'*  Comer,  where  Ijeiii™ant-<»loneI  Coates 
was  (tati'JDed  wrih  the  oinih  lament.  "Yint  post 
anried,  they  were  to  renoile  with  Greene's  annj 
OB  dw  hi^  failk  of  Santee. 

Scarce  waa  Sumter  on  his  march,  when  be  re- 
«Ani  a  letter  fron  Greene,  dated  Jul;  14tb.«Ut- 
ing  that  Cmgcr  had  formed  a  jnnction  wHh  Lord 
BawdoD  the  [rreceditig  oigbt ;  no  time,  ifaerefbre, 
waa  lo  be  losL  "  Pmh  yottr  oper&cioDB  night 
and  i\»j :  statioti  a  part;  to  watch  the  enei^a 
moLions  at  Orangcbarg.  Keep  Colonel  Lee  and 
Oeiierul  Marion  ndvised  of  all  matters  from  abore, 
and  tell  Colonel  Lee  to  thunder  even  at  the  gates 
of  Cbarlexton." 

CoQfnmiably  to  the«e  orderg,  Colonel  Henry 
Hampton  with  a  party  was  posted  to  keep  an  eje 
on  Orangeburg.  Lee  with  his  legion,  accompan- 
ied bj  LieutenaDl-cotooel  Wade  Hainptoo,  and 
a  detachment  of  cavalry,  was  seDt  lo  carry  Dor- 
Ghest«r,  and  then  prrss  forward  to  the  gates  of 
Charleston  ;  while  Sumter,  with  the  main  body, 
took  up  his  line  of  march  along  the  road  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Congaree,  towards  Monk' 
Comer. 
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As  Lee  approached  Dorcbester,  Colonel  Wade 
Hampton,  with  his  caTnlry,  passed  to  the  east  of 
that  place,  to  a  bridge  on  Goose  Creek,  to  cut 
off  all  communication  between  the  garrison  and 
Honk's  Corner.  Ilia  sadden  appearance  gave 
the  alarm,  the  gnrrison  abandoned  its  post,  and 
when  Lee  airiveil  there  he  found  it  deserted.  He 
proceeded  to  secure  a  number  of  horses  and 
wagons,  and  some  fixed  ammunition,  which  the 
garrison  had  left  behind,  and  to  send  them  off  to 
Hampton.  Hampton,  kept  in  auRpense  by  this 
delay.  lost  patience.  He  feared  that  the  alarm 
would  spread  through  the  country,  and  the  dash 
into  the  vicuiily  of  Charleston  be  prevented  — 
or,  perhaps,  that  Lee  might  intend  to  make  it  by 
himself.  Abandoning  the  bridge  at  Goose  Creek, 
therefore,  he  set  off  with  his  cavalry,  clattered 
down  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  lines,  and  threw 
the  city  into  confusion.  The  bells  rang,  akrm 
guns  were  fired,  the  citi/eua  turned  out  under 
arms.  Hampton  captured  a  patrol  of  dragoons 
and  a  guard,  at  the  Quarter  House ;  eom|)leled 
his  bravado  by  parading  his  cavnlry  in  sight  of 
the  sentinels  on  the  advanced  works,  and  then 
retired,  carrying  ofi'  fifty  prisoners,  several  of 
them  officers. 

Lee  arrived  in  the  neighborhood  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  but  too  late  to  win  any  laurels. 
Hampton  had  been  beforehand  with  him,  made 
the  dash,  and  "  thnndered  at  the  giitc."  Both 
now  hastened  to  rejoin  Snmter  on  the  evening  of 
the  l€th,  who  was  only  waiting  to  collect  his  de- 
tachments, before  he  made  an  attAck  on  Colonel 
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CoM»  at  Miwlif*  Goner.    Tbe  tmmik  wm  to 
be  Bade  oa  tke  faOmrng  Hen^.     Dong  ifaa 


of  hw  defMrtare  wm  Uk  bantiBg  of  ivnn 
lfcmig)i  (be  tmf  of  ■brit^cbnb.wkkb  he  h^ 
and  a*  a  nagkcme,  and  wUdt 
duu  CDnld  not  be  ovried  awaj. 
aommetMMii :  Lee  with  hk  \^M 
with  tbe  State  oralry,  took  Uw  lead. 
followed  wtih  the  infiuitrj.  The  Rap^oari  of 
[be  Britidb.  abont  one  twndzed  mioi^  was  ofor- 
taken  with  the  baggage,  at  ifaedistaiKec^M^Hees 
miles.  Tbejr  wer«  new  troops,  recently  amvad 
bwa  Irelaikd.  and  had  not  aeen  senrice.  Ob 
being  efaarged  bj  the  caralry  swoid  in  hand,  thej 
throw  down  ih^  arms  witboat  firing  a  dioi,  and 
cried  for  qnarrer,  which  was  granted.  White  Lee 
was  lecnring  them,  Cspuin  Ajruirong  with  the 
first  section  of  ca^r;  poah^  on  in  pnmttt  of 
Coaiea  and  the  main  body.  That  otlicer  had 
croBKd  a  wooden  bridge  aver  Qaimbr  Creek, 
loosened  liie  planks,  and  was  only  waitizig  to  be 
rejtrineil  by  his  reaf'-guard,  to  throw  them  oS, 
and  cut  off  all  parmiL  Hb  troops  were  partlj 
on  a  causeway  beyond  ihe  bridge,  panly  irowded 
in  a  laue.  He  had  heard  no  ajatm  guns,  and 
knew  nothing  of  an  enemy  bdng  at  bnod,  until 
he  saw  Armstrong  Epurring  np  with  his  liertion. 
Coates  g»vo  onlem  for  his  troops  lo  hiitt,  form, 
and  march  np ;  a  howitzer  was  brought  to  bear 
npon  the  bridge,  and  a  fatigue  party  rushed  for- 
ward lo  Ihrow  off  the  plauks.  Armstrong  saw 
the  danger,  dashed   across  the  bridge,  with  his 
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section,  drove  off  the  artillerists,  and  captured  the 
howitzer  before  it  could  be  discharged.  The  fa- 
tigue men,  who  had  been  at  work  on  die  bridge, 
snatched  up  their  guuB,  gave  a  Tolley,  and  fled. 
Two  dragoons  fell  dead  by  the  howitzer ;  others 
were  severely  wounded.  Armstrong's  party,  in 
crossing  the  bridge,  had  displaced  some  of  the 
plonks,  and  formed  a  chasm.  Lieutenant  Carring- 
ton,  with  the  second  action  of  dragoons,  leaped 
over  it ;  the  chasm  being  thus  enlarged,  the 
horses  of  the  third  section  refused.  A  pell-mell 
fight  took  place  between  the  handful  of  dragoons 
who  had  crossed,  and  some  of  the  enemy.  Arm- 
strong and  Carrington  were  engaged  hand  to  baud 
with  Colonel  Coat«s  and  his  officers,  who  defended 
themselves  from  behind  a  wagon.  The  troops 
were  thronging  to  their  aid  iVom  lane  and  cause- 
way. Armstrong,  seeing  the  foe  too  strong  in 
&ont,  and  no  reinforcement  coming  on  in  rear, 
wheeled  off  with  some  of  his  men  to  the  left,  gal- 
loped into  the  woods,  and  puslied  up  along  the 
stream  to  ford  it,  and  seek  the  main  body. 

During  the  meliie,  Lee  had  come  up  and  en- 
deavored with  the  drasoons  of  ihe  third  section 
to  replace  the  planks  of  tlie  bridge.  Their  efforts 
were  vain  ;  the  water  was  deep,  Ibe  mud  deeper  ; 
there  was  uo  foothold,  nor  was  there  any  firm  spot 
where  to  swim  tlie  horses  across. 

While  they  were  thus  occupied.  Colonel  Coates, 
with  his  men,  opened  a  fire  gpon  them  from  Ihe 
other  end  of  the  bridge ;  having  no  fire-arms  to 
reply  with,  they  were  obliged  to  retire.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  planks  were  then  thrown  off  from 


»n  to  Om  Uoem  m  iim  rigkL  TW  emmj  w- 
UnA  trjiliin  Um  booM  aal  gardciv  aad  ItCfC  19  ■ 
•iMrp  lim  ir<im  Aann  and  wiadovi  wid  pfahOaj 
fkMoa.  I'nCjfttMMielj',  ibe  Anieficaiw  Iwd  Beg- 
iMrtwl  In  liriiiK  nn  Uitrir  artiUerjr ;  their  riflea  and 
mwhM*  mien  lull  Mttrickiit  la  lane  tbe  enera^ 
frtrm  bU  RtmiKbirld.  Having  rcpaiml  tbe  bridge, 
Um/  Mntt  off  iiir  tbo  anillery  and  a  nofplj  of  paw- 
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der,  nbich  Bccompanled  it.  The  evening  w«s  Nt 
htuid  ;  Uieir  nnimuiation  mu  exhaosied.  auil  thejf 
retirad  in  good  onler,  iiiteiidtng  to  renew  the  coni- 
Imt  (rith  iirlitlery  in  ibe  morning.  Leaving  the 
camlry  to  waich  and  control  the  movemenls  of 
the  enemy,  Ihey  drew  off  across  Quiinby  Bridge, 
and  encamped  al  the  distance  of  three  milc^ 

Here,  when  lliey  cnnie  lo  compare  notes,  il  was 
found  that  the  loss  in  billed  and  wounded  had 
chiefly  fallen  on  Marion's  corps.  Uis  nien,  from 
their  exposed  situation,  had  borne  the  brtinl  of  the 
battle;  while  Sumter's  had  snSered  but  little,  be- 
ing mostly  sheltered  in  the  huts.  Jealousy  and 
distrust  were  awakened,  and  discord  reigned  in 
the  camp.  Partisan  and  roluuteer  troops  readily 
fall  asunder  under  such  circumstances.  Many 
mored  olT  in  the  nigbl.  Lee,  accustomed  to  act 
independently,  and  unwilling,  perhaps,  to  ackuowl- 
edge  Sumter  as  hb  superior  ofRccr,  took  up  his 
line  of  inarch  for  head  quarters  without  consulting 
him.  Sumler  still  had  fores  enough,  now  that  be 
was  joined  by  the  artillery,  to  have  held  the  en< 
emy  in  a  slate  of  siege;  but  he  was  short  of  am- 
munition, only  twenty  miles  from  Cburleaton,  at 
a  pk(.«  acce^ible  by  tide-water,  and  he  appre- 
hended the  approach  of  Lord  Rawdon.  who,  it 
was  said,  was  moving  down  from  Orangeburg. 
He  therefore  retired  across  the  Sautee,  and  re- 
joined Greene  at  his  encampment. 

So  ended  thia  foray,  which  fell  far  short  of  the 
expectations  formed  from  the  spirit  and  activity 
of  the  leaders  and    their  men.     Various  errors 
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have  been  pointed  out  in  their  operatioua,  but 
coneerteJ  scliemea  are  rarely  carried  out  in  bU 
their  purti  by  pnrlisaD  troops.  One  of  the  best 
effects  of  tlie  incursion,  was  the  drawing  down 
Lord  Etawdou  from  OL-angeburg,  with  five  hun- 
dred of  his  troops.  He  returned  no  more  to  the 
upper  country,  but  sailed  not  long  after  from 
Charleston  for  Europe. 

Colonel  Sluart,  who  was  left  iu  command  at 
Orangeburg,  moved  forward  from  that  place,  and 
encamped  on  the  south  side  of  the  Congaree  River, 
near  its  junction  with  the  Wateree,  and  within 
sixteen  miles  of  Greene's  position  on  the  high  iiilla 
of  Santee.  The  two  armies  lay  in  sight  of  each 
other's  fires,  but  two  large  rivers  inlerveoed,  to 
secure  each  party  from  sudden  attack.  Both  ar- 
mies, however,  needed  repose,  nnd  military  oper- 
ations were  suspendeil,  as  if  by  mutual  consent, 
during  the  sultry  summer  heat. 

The  campaign  had  been  a  severe  and  trying 
one,  and  checkered  with  vicissitudes  ;  but  Greene 
bad  succeeded  in  regaining  the  greater  part  of 
Georgia  and  the  two  Carolinas,  and,  as  he  sud, 
only  wanted  a  little  assistance  from  the  North  W 
complete  their  recovery.  He  was  soon  rejoiced 
by  a  letter  from  Washington,  informing  him  that 
a  detachment  from  the  army  of  Lafayetie  might 
be  expected  to  bring  him  the  required  assistance ; 
but  be  was  made  still  more  happy  by  the  foUovr- 
ing  cordial  passage  iu  the  letter:  "  It  is  with  the 
wannest  pleasure  I  express  ray  full  approbation 
of  the  various  movements  and  operations  which 
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P  jour  military  conduct  has  lately  exhibited,  while 
X  confess  to  you  that  I  am  unable  to  conceive 

'  wliat  move  could  have  been  done  under  your  cir- 
(nunsbiDces,  than  liuslteen  displayed  by  your  little, 
persevering,  and  detennined  army." 

OL.  IV.  33 
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Wubicgloo  diiappainU*!  ■ 
AnnmiDRil  d«9titici]  for  i 
R(«  Tork  ponpoatd.  —  llarch  of  Uie  Annia  to  tbc  C1m>- 
■peake,  ~  Stalmgana  lo  dtwire  the  Enemj.  —  Arnold 
nrtga  Kew  London.  —  WwhisgUn  >l  PtiiUdclpluL  — 
Hanh  of  Ibc  Two  Annies  tbrougb  Ibe  Citj.  —  Coniinllia 
■1  Torkloim.  —  PrFpandDU  to  ptocetd  ngnnA  Hisu  — 
Vidl  10  Uooni  Vcmon. 

f  FTKR  the  grnnd  reconnoissanoe  of  die 
IS  on  New  York  Island,  related  in 
irnier  page,  the  confederate  armiea 
:aiiiped  about  Dobbs  Feny  and  the 
Grecnburg  liilU,  awaiting  an  angmentation  of 
force  for  their  meditated  attack.  To  Washing- 
too's  great  dlHappointment,  his  army  was  but  tar- 
dily and  scandly  recmited,  while  the  garrison  of 
New  York  was  augmented  by  tlie  arrival  of  three 
tliou«a:id  Ileasian  troops  Irom  Europe.  In  tliis 
preilicament  he  dispatched  a  circular  letter  lo  the 
gOTemmente  of  the  Eastern  States,  representing 
his  delicate  and  embarrassed  aituatioo.  "  Unable 
to  advance  with  prudence,  beyond  my  present  po- 
sition," writes  he,  "  while,  perhaps,  in  the  general 
opinion,  my  force  is  equal  to  the  commencement 
of  operations  against  New  York,  my  conduct 
must  appear,  if  Dot  blamabJe,  highly  mysterious 
at  least.     Our  alliea,  who  were  mude  to  expect 
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a  Tety  coosiderable  uugmeutatiou  of  force  by  thia 
time,  instead  of  seeing  a  proEpect  of  advancing, 
must  conjecture,  upon  good  grounds,  tlint  the 
campaign  will  waste  fruitlessly  away.  It  will  be 
no  small  degree  of  triumph  to  our  enemies,  and 
will  have  a  pernicious  iufluence  upon  our  frieuds 
in  Europe,  should  they  find  suck  a  failure  of  re- 
Bource,  or  such  a  want  of  energy  to  draw  it  out, 
that  our  boasted  and  extensive  preparations  end 
only  in  idle  parade.  .  .  The  fullillmeat  of  my 
engagements  must  depend  upon  the  degree  of 
vigor  with  which  the  executives  of  the  several 
Slates  exercise  the  powers  with  which  they  have 
been  vested,  and  enforce  the  lavrs  iatejy  parsed 
for  filling  up  and  supplying  the  army.  In  full 
confideuoe  that  the  mcaus  which  have  been  voted 
will  be  obt^ned,  I  shall  coultuue  my  operations." 

Until  we  study  Washington's  full,  perspicuous 
letters,  we  know  little  of  the  difficulties  he  had  to 
struggle  with  in  conducting  his  campitigns ;  how 
oilen  the  sounding  resolves  of  legislative  bodies 
disappointed  him  ;  how  often  he  bad  to  malutaiu 
a  bold  front  when  his  country  failed  to  back  him ; 
how  ofien,  as  in  the  siege  of  lioston,  he  had  to 
carry  ou  tlie  war  without  powder  ! 

In  a  few  days  came  letters  from  Lafayette, 
dated  2<)th  and  30th  of  July,  speaking  of  the  em- 
barkation of  the  greatest  part  of  Cornwallis's 
army  at  Portsmouth.  "  There  are  in  Hampton 
Beads  thirty  traueport  ships  full  of  troops,  most 
of  them  red  coats,  and  eight  or  ten  brigs  with 
cavalry  on  board."  He  supposed  their  destina- 
tion   lo    be    New    York,  yet,  though  wind  and 
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no  detachment  to  llie  southward,  the 
10  detaia  these  troops  until  he  heard 
iwhuiglon,  and  was  to  mfonn  Gen- 
iif  the  cause  of  their  detciitirm. 
-liiill  hear  further  from   me,"  concludea 
f  r.  "fls  soon  KB  I  have  coDcerted  plans  and 
■  ilI   dispositions  for  aeuding  a  reinforcement 
>m  hence.     In  the  mean  time,  I  have  oidy  to 
recommeud  a  coDtinuauce  of  that  prudence  and 
[ood  conduct  which  you  have  manifeal*il  through 
"  e  whole  of  your  campaign.     You  will  be  par- 
Scolarlj  careful  to  conceal  the  expected  arrival  of 
count ;  because,  if    tlie  enemy  are  not  ap- 
^liaed  of  it,  they  will  stay  on  board  their  trans- 
'a  the  bay,  which  will  be  the  ludtieat  dr- 
1  the  world." 
Wasbiuglon's  "  soul   tvufi   now    in   arms."      At 
length,  after  being  bullied  and  disnppoinled  so  of- 
1  by  the  incompetency  of  hia  means,  and  above 
itll,  thwarted  by  the  enemy's  naval  potency,  lie 
had  the  possibility  of  coping  wiili  them  both  on 
land  and  eea.     The  contemplated  expetliiion  was 
fikely  to  cotisuninmle  his  plann,  and  wind  up  the 
'ortunea  of  the  war,  and  he  determined  to  lead  it 
in  person.     He  would  lake  with  him  something 
)  than   two  thousand  of  the  American   army  ; 
ithe  rest,  chiefly    Northern    troopa,  were    lo    re- 
1  General  Ilealb.  who  was  lo  hold  com- 
mand of  West  Point,  and  the  other  posts  of  the 
Hudson. 

Perfect  secrecy  was  niainlalned  as  to  this 
bange  of  plan.  Preparniiona  were  still  carried 
o,  as  if  for  an  attack  upon  New  York.     An  ex- 
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lenaive  encampment  was  marked  out  m  the  Jer- 
seys, a.ai  ovens  erected,  and  fuel  provided  for  the 
bijcing  of  bread  ;  as  if  a  part  of  the  besieging 
force  was  lo  be  stationed  there,  theoce  to  mnke  a 
descent  upon  (he  enemy's  garrison  on  Slaten  Isl- 
and, in  aid  of  the  opemtioos  against  the  city. 
The  American  troops,  theraaelvea,  were  kept  in 
ignorance  of  their  destination.  "  General  Wash- 
ington," observes  one  of  the  shrewdeaC  of  thera, 
"  malures  his  great  plans  and  designs  imder  an  im- 
penetrable veil  of  secrecy,  aud  while  we  repose  the 
fullest  confidence  in  our  chief,  our  opinions  (as  to 
his  intenlions)  must  be  founded  only  ou  doubtful 
oonjedure."  ^ 

Previous  lo  his  decampment,  Washington  sent 
forward  a  party  of  pioneers  lo  clear  the  roads 
towards  King's  Bridge,  os  if  the  posts  recently  re- 
counoilered  were  about  to  be  attempted.  On  the 
19th  of  August,  his  Iroops  were  paraded  with  their 
faces  in  that  direction.  When  nil  were  ready, 
however,  they  were  ordered  lo  face  about,  and 
were  marched  up  along  the  Hudson  River  towards 
King's  Ferry. 

Db  Rochambeau,  in  like  manner,  broke  up  his 
eneampmenl,  and  look  the  road  by  Wliile  Plains, 
North  CaslJe,  Pine's  Bridge,  and  Crompond,  to- 
wards the  same  poinL  All  Westchester  County 
was  again  alive  with  the  tramp  of  troops,  the 
gleam  of  arms,  and  the  lumbering  of  artillery  aud 
baggage  wagons  along  its  roads. 

On  the  20th,  Washington  arrived  at  King's 
Ferry,  and  his  troops  beguu  to  cross  the  Uudsou 
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wiUi  their  baggage,  slores,  and  ouiGon,  and  en- 
camp at  BAverairaw.  He  iiimseif  crossed  in  the 
eveniug,  dud  took  up  hia  quarters  at  Colonel 
Hu^'b,  at  ttie  White  House,  Theuce  he  wrote 
confidentially  to  Lafayette,  on  lie  2l8t,  now  first 
apprising  him  of  bis  being  on  the  march  with  the 
expedition,  and  repeating  his  injunctions  that  the 
laud  and  naval  forL-es,  already  at  the  scene  of  ac- 
tion, should  so  combine  their  operations,  that  the 
English,  on  the  arrival  of  the  French  licet,  might 
not  be  able  to  escape.  He  wrote  niso  to  the 
Count  de  Grasse  (presuming  that  the  letter  would 
find  him  iu  the  Chesapeake),  urgiug  bim  to  send 
up  all  his  frigates  and  transporls  to  the  Head  of 
Elk,  by  the  Sih  of  September,  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  combined  army,  which  would  be  there 
by  that  lime.  He  informed  him  also,  that  the 
Count  de  Barras  had  resolved  to  join  him  in  the 
Chesapeake  with  his  squadron.  One  is  reminded 
of  the  tissue  of  movements  planned  from  a  dis- 
tance, which  ended  in  the  capture  of  Bnrgoyne. 

On  the  22d,  the  French  troops  arrived  by  their 
circuitous  route,  and  began  to  cross  to  Stony  Point 
with  their  artillery,  baggage,  and  stores.  The  op- 
eration occupied  between  two  aud  three  days ;  dur- 
ing which  lime  Washington  took  the  Count  de 
Kochambeau  on  a  visit  to  West  Point,  to  show 
him  the  citadel  of  the  Highlands,  an  object  of  in- 
tense interest,  in  consequence  of  having  been  the 
scene  of  Arnold's  treason. 

The  two  armies  having  safely  crossed  the  Hud- 
son, commenced  ou  the  2fith,  their  sevei'al  lines  of 
mai'cb  towards  the   Jerseys ;  the  Amcritaus    for 
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SpriDgGeld  ou  the  Rahvay,  llie  Freoch  for  Whip- 
pan^  towards  TrentoQ,  Botb  araiiea  were  edU 
kept  in  llie  dark  as  lo  the  ultimate  object  of 
tbeir  movement.  An  intelligent  observer,  already 
quotod,  wbu  HCCompaDied  tbe  armj,  writes :  "  Our 
BituAlioD  reminds  me  of  some  tbealrical  exbibilitHi, 
wliere  tbe  interest  and  expectationa  of  the  spectO' 
tora  are  coiitiimHlIy  increaeiug,  and  where  curios- 
ity is  wrought  to  the  highest  point.  Our  desti- 
nation hxs  been  for  some  time  matter  of  perplex- 
ing doubt  and  uncertaintj ;  bets  have  run  high  on 
one  side,  that  we  were  lo  occupy  the  ground 
marked  out  on  tbe  Jersey  shore,  to  aid  in  llie  siege 
of  New  York ',  and  on  the  other,  (hat  we  are  eleul- 
ing  a  mareh  on  [be  enemy,  and  are  actually  des- 
tined to  Virginia,  in  pursuit  of  the  army  under 
Coruwallia.  ....  A  number  of  bateaux 
mounted  ou  carriages  have  followed  in  our  train  ; 
supposed  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  the  troops 
over  lo  Stalen  Island."  ' 

The  mystery  was  at  length  solved.  "  "We  have 
now  passed  all  the  enemy's  posis,"  continues  the 
foregoing  writer,  "and  are  pursuing  our  route,  with 
increasetl  rapidity,  toward  Philadelphia.  Wagons 
liave  been  prepared  to  carry  the  soldiers'  packs, 
that  they  may  press  forward  with  greater  facil- 
ity. Our  destination  can  no  longer  be  a  se- 
cret- Comwallis  is  unquestionably  the  object  of 
our  present  e;(pedition His  Excel- 
lency, General  Washington,  having  succeeded  in 
a  masterly  piece  of  geiuralekip,  has  now  the  satis- 
faction of  leaving  his    adversary  to  ruminate  on 
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his  own  mortifying  situation,  and  to  aotioipiile  Ihe 
perilous  fate  which  awnita  his  frieticl,  Lord  Com- 
wallia,  in  a  different  quarter."  ' 

Washiogton  bad  in  fact  reached  the  Delaware 
with  his  troops,  before  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was 
Bware  of  their  doslination.  It  was  too  late  to  op- 
pose their  march,  even  had  his  forces  been  ade- 
quate. As  a  kind  of  counterplot,  therefore,  and  in 
iha  hope  of  diHtnicting  the  attention  of  the  Amer- 
ic»n  eotnmandei',  and  ikawing  off  a  part  of  his 
troops,  he  hurried  off  an  expedition  to  tlie  east- 
ward, to  insult  the  State  of  Conuecticul,  and  at- 
tack her  seaport  of  New  London. 

The  command  of  this  expedition,  which  was  to 
be  one  of  ravage  and  destruction,  was  given  to  Ar- 
nold, as  if  it  was  necessary  to  complete  the  meas- 
ure of  his  infamy,  that  he  should  carry  lire  and 
Bword  into  his  native  Stale,  and  desecrate  the  very 
cradle  of  his  infancy. 

On  the  ()lh  of  September  ho  appeared  off  the 
harbor  of  New  London  with  a  fleet  of  ships  and 
transports  and  a  force  of  two  thousand  infantry 
and  three  hundred  cavalry ;  partly  British  troops, 
but  a  great  part  made  up  of  American  royalists 
and  refngees,  and  Heasian  yagers. 

'  W«»hiiiglon  Msanl  yeare  «ftenrarila,  speaking  of  this  im- 
poiUnt  march  in  a  letter  lo  ?4oah  Websteri  viriles;  "Tbat 
much  trouble  naa  lakeu,  anil  tiniiui]  utvd,  to  mlagiiido  and 
bewilder  Sir  Henry  Clinton  in  regard  to  the  real  obje<!l,  by 
flctitiong  romiDunicatiuDS,  u  well  an  by  making  a  deceptivs 
provigioD  oT  ovena,  furage,  aad  boats  in  bin  neigh bortiDod,  la 
ceiUin.  Nor  were  leM  paimi  taken  to  deceive  our  own  army, 
tor  I  bad  alwayc  conceived  when  the  imposition  doen  not  com- 
plelely  take  plate  at  borne,  il  would  nerer  auffldenlly  Bueceed 
•broad."  —  Sparks,  in.  4IH. 
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Ejre  received  a  morlnl  wound  near  (lie  works; 
Major  Montgomery  took  bis  place;  a  negro  tbmat 
him  through  with  a  Bpear  as  he  mounted  the  par- 
apet ;  Mitjor  Bromfield  succeeded  to  the  command, 
and  carried  the  fort  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 
In  fact,  after  the  enemj'  were  within  the  walls, 
the  fighting  waa  at  an  end  and  tlie  slaughter  com- 
menced.  Colonel  Ledyard  had  ordei'ed  hia  men 
to  lay  down  iheir  arms ;  but  the  enemy,  exnsper- 
Bted  by  the  resistance  they  had  experienced,  and 
by  the  death  of  their  officers,  continued  the  deadly 
work  of  the  musket  and  the  bayonet.  Colonel 
Ledyard,  it  is  said,  was  thrust  through  with  his 
own  sword  after  yielding  it  up  lo  Major  Bromfleld. 
Seventy  of  the  garrison  were  slain,  and  thirty-live 
desperately  wounded :  aod  most  of  them  after  the 
fort  bad  been  taken.  The  massacre  was  cliiofly  per- 
petrated by  the  lories,  refugees,  and  Hessians. 
Major  Bromfield  himself  was  a  New  Jersey  loy- 
alist. The  rancor  of  such  men  against  their  pa- 
triot countrymen  waa  always  deadly.  The  loss  of 
the  enemy  was  two  officers  and  forty-six  soldiera 
tilled,  and  eight  officers  and  one  buudred  and 
thirty-five  soldiers  wounded. 

Arnold,  in  the  mean  time,  had  carried  on  the 
work  of  destruction  at  New  London.  Some  of 
the  American  shipping  had  effected  their  eacnpe 
up  the  river,  but  a  number  were  burnt.  Fire, 
too,  was  sot  to  the  public  stores ;  it  communicated 
to  the  dwelling-houses,  and,  in  a  little  while,  the 
whole  place  was  wrapped  in  flames.  The  destruc- 
tion was  immense,  not  only  of  public  but  private 
properly :  many  families  once  living  in  affluence 
were  ruined  and  rendored  homeless. 


364 


LIFE  OF   WASniXGTOfS. 


Having  completed  his  ravRge.  Arnold  retreated 
to  his  boats,  leaving  ihe  town  slill  burning.  AUnn 
guns  had  ruii'iuil  tlie  country ;  ibe  Iniitar  n'ss  por- 
■lied  by  the  exasperated  yeomanry  ;  he  escaped 
their  well-merited  vengeance,  but  several  of  his 
men  were  killed  and  wounded. 

So  ended  his  career  of  infamy  in  his  URlive 
Und ;  a  Und  which  hiid  once  delighled  to  honor 
him,  but  in  which  hi»  name  was  never  thenceforth 
to  be  proDonnced  without  a  malediction. 

The  expedition,  while  it  added  one  more  hate- 
liil  and  disgraceful  incident  to  this  unnatural  war, 
failed  of  ii3  main  object  It  had  not  diverted 
Washington  from  the  grand  object  on  which  he 
had  Hxed  his  mind.  On  the  30th  of  AngMst,  hei 
with  his  suite,  had  arrived  at  Fhilndelphia  about 
nooD,  and  alighted  at  the  city  tavern  amidst  en- 
thusiastic crowds,  who  welcomed  him  with  accla- 
mations,  but  wondered  at  the  object  of  this  visit. 
During  his  sojourn  in  the  city  he  was  hospitably 
entertained  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Morris,  tlie  patri- 
otic financier.  The  greatest  difficulty  wilh  which 
he  had  to  contend  in  his  present  enterprise,  was 
the  want  of  funds,  part  of  his  troops  not  having 
received  any  pay  for  a  long  time,  and  having  oc- 
casionally given  evidence  of  great  discontent.  The 
service  upon  which  they  were  going  was  disagree- 
able to  the  Northern  regiments,  and  the  doueeftr 
of  a  little  hard  money  would  have  an  effect,  Wasb- 
inglon  thought,  to  pnt  them  into  a  proper  temper. 
In  this  emergency  he  whs  accommodated  by  the 
Count  de  Bochnmbeau,  with  a  loan  of  twenty 
thousand  bard  dollars,  which  Mr.  Robert  Morris  en- 
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ga^ed  lo  repny  by  the  first  of  Oclober.  This  pe- 
cuniary pressure  was  relieved  by  Uie  nrrivtil  in 
BoeloD,  on  Uie  Soih  of  Aagust,  of  ColoDel  Johu 
lAurens  from  his  miAjioQ  lo  Fraoce,  bringing 
with  him  two  aod  a  half  millioDS  of  livres  in  cash, 
being  pan  of  a  auheidy  of  eix  millions  of  livres 
granted  by  the  Freodi  king. 

On  the  2d  of  September  the  American  troops 
passed  tlirongh  Philadelphia.  Their  line  of  march, 
iDcludiDg  appendages  and  attend  hiiIs,  exiended 
nearly  iwo  miles.  The  general  officers  and  their 
BlaSb  were  well  dressed  and  well  moimt«d,  and 
followed  by  servants  and  baggage.  In  the  r«ar 
of  every  brigade  were  several  field-pieces  with 
ammunition  wagons.  Tbe  soldiers  kept  step  to 
the  sound  of  the  drum  and  Sfe.  In  (he  ruiir  fol- 
lowed a  great  number  of  wagons  laden  with  tents, 
provisions,  and  baggage,  beside  a  few  soldiers' 
wives  and  children.  The  weather  whs  warm  aiid 
dry.  Tlie  troops  as  they  marched  raised  a  cloud 
of  dust  "  like  a  sraoiheriiig  BDow-stortn,"  which  al- 
most blinded  them.  The  begriming  effect  was 
especially  mortifying  lo  the  campaigner  whom  we 
qoote,  "as  ladies  wei-e  viewing  iliem  from  the 
windows  of  every  house  as  they  passed."  Not- 
with  standing  the  duaty  and  somewhat  ragged 
plight  of  tbe  soldiery,  however,  they  were  cheered 
with  enchusiaam  by  the  populace,  who  hailed  them 
.  BB  the  war-worn  defenders  of  the  couniry. 

The  French  troops  entered  on  the  folloiiing  day, 
but  in  different  style.  Hailing  within  a  mile  of 
tbe  city  they  arranged  their  arms  and  accoutre- 
tnenta ;  brushed  the  dust  oS*  of  their  gay  whiia 
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Dnifonna  fiiced  with  green,  and  then  marched  io 
with  bnojniit  slep  and  brilliant  army  to  the  swell- 
ing music  of  a  military  band.  Tbe  alreeta  were 
again  thronged  by  the  shouting  populace.  The 
windows  were  crowded  with  ladies  ;  among  whom 
probably  were  some  of  the  beauliea  who  had 
crowned  the  British  knights  in  the  cbivalroua 
mime  of  the  Miscbianza,  now  ready  to  beatow 
amilea  and  wreaths  on  their  Gallic  rivals. 

At  Philadelphia  Washington  received  dispatches 
from  Lafayette,  dated  the  21et  and  '24lh  of  Au- 
gust, from  his  camp  at  the  Forks  of  York  Rii'er 
in  Virginia.  The  embarkation  at  Portsmouth, 
which  the  Marquis  had  supposed  might  be  in- 
tended for  New  York,  waa  merely  for  Yorktown, 
where  CornwaJlie  had  deteimitied  to  establish  the 
permanent  post  ordered  in  his  inBtructloa^. 

Yorktown  was  a  small  place  situated  ou  a  pro- 
jecting bank  on  the  south  side  of  York  River, 
opposite  a  promontory  called  Gloucester  Point. 
The  river  between  was  not  more  than  a  mile  wide, 
but  deep  enough  to  admit  ships  of  a  large  size 
atid  bnrthen.  Here  concentrating  bis  forces,  he 
had  proceeded  to  fortify  the  opposite  points,  cal- 
culating to  have  the  works  finished  by  the  begin- 
ning of  Ottober ;  at  which  time  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
intended  to  recommence  operations  on  Iho  Chesa- 
peake. Believing  that  be  had  no  present  euemy 
but  Lafayette  to  guard  against,  Comwallis  fell  so 
secure  in  bia  position,  that  he  wrote  to  Sir  Henr; 
on  tbe  22d  of  August,  offering  to  detach  a  thou- 
sand or  twelve  hundred  men  to  slrenglben  New 
York  against  the  ^preheuded  attack  of  the  com- 
bined armies. 
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While  Comwallis,  undervaluing  his  youthful 
adversary,  felt  thus  secure,  Lafayette,  in  con- 
formily  lo  the  instrnctions  of  Washington,  was 
taking  measares  to  cut  ofT  any  retreat  by  land 
which  hia  lordship  might  attempt  ou  the  arrival 
of  De  Grasse.  With  this  vievr  he  called  upon 
General  Thomas  Nelson,  the  Governor  of  ^^rginia, 
for  six  hundred  of  the  militia  to  be  collected  upon 
Blackwater ;  detached  troops  to  the  south  of 
James  River,  under  pretext  of  a  design  to  dislodge 
the  British  from  Portsmouth,  and  requested  Gen- 
'  erul  Wayne  to  move  southward,  to  be  ready  to 
CTDBS  James  River  at  Weaiover. 

Ab  to  himself,  Lafayette  was  prepared,  as  sooa 
aa  be  should  hear  of  the  arrival  of  Dc  Grasse,  to 
march  at  once  10  Williamsburg  and  form  a  junction 
with  the  troops  which  were  to  be  landed  from  the 
fleet  Thos  a  net  was  quietly  drawn  round  Corn- 
wailis  by  the  youthful  general,  while  the  veteran 
felt  himself  so  secure  that  he  was  talking  of  de- 
taching troops  to  New  York. 

Lafiijette,  at  tlie  time  of  writing  iiis  dispatches, 
was  ignorant  that  Washington  had  taken  command 
of  the  expedition  coming  to  his  aid,  aud  expressed 
an  afieclionatc  solicitude  on  the  subject  "In  the 
present  slate  of  affairs,  my  dear  general,"  writes 
he,  "  I  hope  you  will  come  yourself  to  Virginia, 
and  that,  if  the  French  army  moves  this  way,  I 
will  have  at  least  the  satisfaction  of  beholding 
you,  myself,  at  the  head  of  the  combined  armies." 
lu  concluding  his  letter,  he  writes  ;  "  Adieu,  my 
dear  general.  I  heartily  thank  you  for  having 
ordered  me  to  remain  in  Virginia ;  and  to  your 
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goodnesH  to  me  I  am  owing  the  moat  beftutifnl 
prospect  I  may  ever  behold." 

The  letter  of  Lafnyetie  gave  no  ncconnt  of  the 
Count  de  Granse,  and  WashiiigtoD  expressed  him- 
self  distressed  beyond  measure  to  know  what  had 
become  of  that  coramatider.  He  hod  heard  of  an 
English  fleet  at  sea  aleering  for  the  Chesapeake, 
and  feared  it  might  arrive  and  friislrate  all  the 
flattering  prospects  in  that  quarter.  Still,  as  usual, 
he  looked  to  the  bright  side.  "  Of  many  COD- 
tiugeaciea,"  writes  he,  "  we  will  hope  for  the  most 
propitious  events.  Should  Che  retreat  of  Lord 
Cornwallia  by  water  be  cut  off  by  the  arrival  of 
either  of  the  French  fleets,  I  am  persuaded  you 
will  do  all  in  your  power  to  prereut  bia  eseape  by 
land.  May  that  great  felicity  be  reserved  for 
you." 

Washington  lea  Philadelphia  on  the  5ch  of 
September,  on  his  viaj  lo  the  Head  of  Elk. 
About  three  miles  below  Chester,  he  was  met  by 
an  express  bearing  tidings  of  the  arrival  of  the 
Count  de  Grasse  in  the  Chesapeake  vriih  twenty- 
eight  s!iL[is  of  the  line.  Washington  instantly  rods 
back  lo  Chester  to  rejoice  with  the  Count  de 
Rochambeau,  who  was  coming  down  to  that  place 
from  Philadelphia  by  water.  They  had  a  joyous 
dinner  together,  after  which  Washington  proueeded 
in  the  evening  on  his  destination. 

The  express  meantime  reached  Philadelphia 
most  oppoi'tunely.  There  had  been  a  grand  re- 
view  of  the  French  troops,  at  which  the  President 
of  Congress  and  all  the  faahioii  of  the  city  were 
present.     It  was  f<illowcd  by  a  banquet  given  to 
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Ibe  offioers  by  the  Frem^  IGoisier,  tbe  Oievalier 
de  Loseme.  Scmrce  were  tbe  comiianv  ^eaiwl  »t 
toUe,  wIkg  dicfatabtt  eaxue  maooandiig  tlie  a.r- 
md  of  De  Gruee  uxl  the  Undiag  of  throe  tbou- 
aud  traopa  under  the  MftrquU  Su  Simon,  who,  it 
vat  kdded,  had  o(«oed  n  eommuDicatioo  TCitb  L«- 

AU  now  irss  malual  gTBluIation  *l  the  baiM|uet. 
The  news  soon  w«nt  fonh  ukI  ^rtHtl  throughout 
tbe  atj.  Accliimaiioie  nerv  to  be  bcanl  ou  ill 
tiics,  and  crowds  asKinbliiig  before  tlie  house  of 
Ibe  French  Minister  rent  tbe  air  wiilt  bcAity 
hoEzas  for  Loub  the  Siiteeuib. 

Washington  reachtxl  the  Heiul  of  Elk  on  iho 
6th.  Tbe  troops  nod  a  gretii  part  of  tlto  slor«s 
were  already  arrived,  and  begiuuiiig  l«  embark. 
Tbence  be  wrote  lo  tbe  Count  Du  Grasso,  felici- 
tating him  on  bU  arrival ;  aud  inlbrmiiig  bim  that 
tbe  Tan  of  the  two  armies  were  about  lo  embark 
and  lall  down  the  Chesnpeake,  fonn  m  jtinctioti 
will)  tbe  troops  under  the  Count  de  Su  Simon  aud 
die  Murquis  de  Lafajetie,  and  cooperate  in  block- 
ing up  Comwullia  in  York  River,  so  as  lu  prevent 
bb  retreat  by  land  or  liia  gellitig  any  supplies 
from  the  country.  "  As  it  will  be  of  ibe  greatest 
importance,"  writes  be,  "  to  prevent  the  escape  of 
his  lordship  from  bia  present  position,  I  am  per- 
suaded that  every  mcHSure  wliii^h  prudence  can 
dictate  will  be  ndopted  for  that  purpose,  until  ibe 
urival  of  our  complete  force,  when  1  hope  his  kird- 
ship  will  be  compelled  to  yield  bis  ground  to  the 
snperior  power  of  our  combined  forces." 
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Everything  hud  thus  far  goue  on  well,  but 
there  were  not  vessels  enough  at  tlie  Head  of 
Elk  Tor  llie  immediate  triLiisportation  of  ull  the 
troops,  onlnauce,  and  stores  ;  a  part  of  the  troops 
would  have  to  proceed  to  Baltimore  by  land. 
Leaving  Gieneral  Heath  lo  bring  on  the  Aniericao 
forces,  and  the  Baron  de  Viomeiiil  the  French, 
Washington,  accompanied  by  De  Rochanibeau, 
crossed  the  Susquehanna  early  on  the  Sch,  and 
pushed  forward  for  Baltimore.  He  was  met  by  a 
deputation  of  the  citizens,  who  made  him  a  public 
address,  to  which  he  replied,  and  his  arrival  was 
celebrated  in  the  evening  with  illuminations. 

Ou  the  9ih  he  left  Baltimore  a  little  after  day- 
break, accompanied  outy  by  Colouel  Humphreys ; 
the  rest  of  his  suite  were  to  follow  at  Ilieir  ease; 
for  himself,  he  was  determined  to  reach  Mount 
Vernon  that  evening.  Six  years  had  elapsed  since 
last  he  was  under  its  roof;  six  wearing  years  of 
toil,  of  danger,  and  of  constant  anxiety.  During 
all  that  time,  and  amid  all  hie  military  cares,  he 
had  kept  up  a  regular  weekly  correspondence 
with  his  steward  or  agent,  regulating  all  the  affairs 
of  his  rural  estahlishment  with  as  much  exaciuess 
as  he  did  those  of  the  army. 

It  was  a  late  hour  when  he  arrived  at  Monnt 
Vernon ;  where  he  was  joined  by  his  suite  at 
dinner  time  ou  the  following  day,  and  by  the  Count 
de  Uochambeau  iu  the  eveumg.  General  Chaa- 
lellux  and  his  aides-de-camp  arrived  there  on  the 
11th,  and  Mount  Vernon  was  now  crowded  with 
guests,  who  were  all  entertained  in  the  ample  style 
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of  tAA  Tn^giiuaD  boepiulitj.  On  the  li!th,  tearing 
himself  awaj  onoe  more  irom  tlie  Ijome  of  his 
heart.  Wasliingloii  wilb  his  mililary  afMiciates 
oouunDecl  anward  to  join  LafayeUe  at  WiUiams- 
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Comwallis  aroused  to  his  Duiger.  — His  Relnal  to  tha 
CsroUuM  cut  off.— Slrengtlieaa  liis  Works.  — Actiou  be- 
tween the  FreBcb  and  Rritii>b  Pleeta.  —  Wuhingtoi)  and 
Do  Rochnmbean  visil  the  French  Flwt.  —  Opeialions  bft- 
fore  Yorklown. 


JORD  CORNWALLIS  hail  been  com- 
pletely roused  from  his  drenm  of  secu- 
rity by  tbe  flppenrrniL-e,  ou  the  28th  of 
August,  of  the  fleel  of  Couut  de  Grasse  wichiu 
the  Capes  of  ihe  Delaware.  Three  French  ships 
of  the  hue  and  a  frigate  soon  anchored  at  the 
mouth  of  York  River.  The  boats  of  the  fleet 
were  i  nil  tied  lately  busy  conveying  three  thousand 
three  hundred  land  forces,  under  the  Marquis  de 
St.  Simon,  up  James  Kiver  to  form  the  precon- 
certed junction  with  those  nnder  Lafayette. 

Awakened  to  his  danger,  Cornwallis,  as  Waah- 
tnglon  had  foreseen,  meditated  a  retreat  to  the 
Carolina^.  It  was  loo  late.  York  River  was 
blocked  up  by  French  ships ;  James  River  was 
filled  with  armed  vessels  covering  the  tmnapor- 
tatiou  of  the  troops.  His  lordship  reconuoilered 
Williamsburg ;  it  was  too  strong  to  be  forced,  and 
Wayne  had  urosaed  James  River  to  join  his  troops 
to  those  under  the  marquis.  Seeing  his  retreat 
cut  off  in  every  directiou,  Coniwallis  proceeded 
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to  streugtlien  his  works;  sending  o 

apprise  Sir  Henry  Clinton  of  his  peril- 
ous situation. 

The  Count  do  Grasse,  eager  to  return  to  the 
West  Indites,  urged  Lafayette  to  make  an  imme- 
diate attack  upon  the  British  army,  with  the 
Aniencan  and  French  troops  under  his  command, 
without  waiting  for  tlie  combined  foi'ce  uuder 
Washington  and  Bochambeau,  otfering  to  aid 
him  with  marines  and  saiiors  from  tlie  ships. 
The  admiral  was  seconded  by  the  Marquis  de  St. 
Simon.  They  represented  tliat  tlie  works  at 
Yorktown  were  yet  incomplete ;  and  that  that 
place  and  Gloucester,  immediately  opposite,  might 
be  carried  by  storm  by  their  superior  force.  It 
was  a  brilliant  achievement  which  they  held  out 
to  tempt  the  youthful  commander,  but  he  re- 
mained  nndazzlt;!!.  Uh  would  not,  for  the  sake 
of  personal  distinction,  lavish  the  lives  of  the 
brave  men  confided  to  him  ;  but  would  await  the 
arrival  of  the  combined  forces,  when  success 
might  be  attained  with  little  loss,  and  would 
leave  (o  Washington  the  coup  tie  grace;  in  all 
probability  the  closing  triumph  of  the  war. 

The  Count  de  Grasse  had  been  but  a  few  days 
anchored  within  the  Chesapeake,  and  fifteen  hun- 
dred of  his  seamen  were  absent,  conveying  the 
troops  up  James  River,  when  Admiral  Graves, 
who  then  commanded  the  British  naval  force  on 
the  American  coast,  appeared  with  twenty  sail 
off  the  capes  of  Virginia.  De  Grasae,  anxious  to 
protect  the  squadron  of  the  Count  de  Bairas, 
wliich    was    expected   from    Rhode    Island,  and 
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which  it  was  the  object  of  Gmves  to  intercept, 
imtnediately  slippeJ  his  cablee  am]  put  lo  sea 
with  twenty-four  ships,  leaving  the  rest  to  block- 
ade York  and  James  rirera. 

Washinglon  received  iiifbnnation  of  the  sailiog 
of  the  fleet  from  the  capes,  ahortlj  afler  his  de- 
parture from  Mount  Veroon,  and  instantly  dis- 
patched missives,  orderiug  the  troops  who  were 
embarked  at  tlie  Head  of  Elk  to  stop  until  the 
receipt  of  further  intelligence,  fenring  Ihsl  the 
navigatioD  in  Chesapeake  Bay  might  not  be  se- 
cure. For  two  days  he  remained  in  anxioas  un- 
cerlaiulj,  until,  at  Bowling  Green,  he  was  relieved 
by  favorable  rumors  concerning  the  fleet,  which 
were  confirmed  on  his  arriiiing  at  WilliaiDsbui^ 
OD  the  evening  of  Ihe  14th. 

Admiral  Graves,  it  appeared,  on  the  sallying 
forth  of  the  French  fleet,  immediately  prepared 
for  action,  altliongh  he  had  Ave  ships  less  than 
De  Graase.  Tlie  latter,  however,  was  not  dis- 
posed to  accept  the  challenge,  his  force  being 
weakened  by  the  absence  of  so  many  of  his  sea- 
men,  employed  in  transporting  troopa.  His  plan 
was  lo  occupy  the  enemy  by  partial  actions  and 
skillful  maneuvers,  so  us  to  retain  his  possessioD 
of  the  Chesapeake,  and  cover  Ihe  arrival  of  De 
Barras. 

The  vans  of  the  two  fleets,  and  some  ships  of 
the  centre,  engaged  about  four  o'clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon of  the  7th  of  September.  The  conflict 
Boon  became  animated.  Several  ships  were  dam- 
aged, and  many  men  killed  and  wounded  on  boih 
sides. 
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De  Grasse,  who  bad  the  advunlage  of  ifie 
wind,  drew  off  aAer  auuset;  Baliii[ii;<i  with  ihe 
damuge  done  auil  sustained,  and  uot  disposed  for 
a  general  action;  nor  was  the  British  admiral 
iocliued  to  push  [he  engagement  so  near  night, 
and  on  a  hostile  coast.  Among  his  ahiptt  that 
had  BuCTered,  one  had  been  so  severely  hatidled, 
ihat  she  was  no  longer  seaworthy,  and  hiul  lo  be 
burnt.  For  four  dnys  liie  fleets  ri'miiined  in 
sight  of  each  other,  repairing  damages  and  ina- 
neavering ;  hut  the  French  hnving  still  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  wind,  maintained  their  prudent 
policy  of  avoiding  &  general  engagement.  At 
lengih  De  Grasse,  learning  that  De  Barraa  was 
arrived  within  the  capes,  formed  a  junction  with 
him,  and  returned  with  liim  to  bis  former  anchor- 
ing ground,  with  two  English  frigates  which  he 
had  captured.  Admii'al  Graves,  disappointed  in 
bis  hope  of  intercepting  De  Darras,  and  finding 
the  Ciiesapenke  gnnrded  by  a  superior  force  with 
which  he  could  not  prudently  contend  ;  having, 
moreover,  to  encounter  the  autumnal  galeH  in  the 
battered  state  of  several  of  hia  ebips,  left  the 
coast  and  bore  away  for  Now  York.  Under  con- 
voy of  Ihe  squadron  of  De  Barros  crnne  a  fleet 
of  transports,  conveyint;  land  forces  under  M. 
de  Choisy,  with  siege  artillery  and  military  stores. 
It  should  be  mentioned  lo  the  credit  of  De  Bai^ 
ms,  thai,  in  his  orders  from  the  French  minister 
of  marine  lo  come  to  America,  he  was  left  at 
liberty  to  toake  a  cruise  on  the  banks  of  New- 
foundlaud,  so  as  not  to  be  obliged  to  serve  un- 
der  De  Grasse,  who  was  bis  inferior  in  rank,  but 
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wliom  the  minisler  iviahed  la  continue  in  the 
commaiKl.  •■  But  De  BnrrBS,"  writes  Lafnvette, 
**  Dobly  look  the  pari  of  cor  id  ii  cling,  himself,  the 
arlillery  from  Rhode  Islniid,  Hiid  of  cuining  with 
all  hia  vessels  and  placing  himself  under  the  or- 
ders of  tin  admiral  big  junior  in  Hervin:."  ' 

From  WJlliamshurg,  Washinglou  sent  forward 
Count  Fcrsen,  one  of  the  atdes-de-ciinip  of  De 
Rocliamheau,  to  hurry  oq  the  French  truops  with 
all  possible  dispatch.  He  wrote  to  the  same  pur- 
port to  General  Lincolu ;  "  Every  day  we  now 
lose,"  said  he,  "  is  comparatively  an  age  ;  as  soon 
aa  it  is  in  oar  power  with  safely,  we  ought  to 
take  our  position  near  the  enemy.  Hurry  on, 
then,  my  liaar  sir,  wiih  your  troops,  on  the  witigs 
of  speed  The  wiuit  of  our  men  and  stores  is 
DOW  all  that  retards  our  immediate  operalioDB. 
Lord  Coriiwiillia  b  improving  every  moment  to 
the  beat  advantage  ;  and  every  day  thai  is  given 
him  to  innke  his  preparations  may  cost  us  many 
lives  to  encounter  them." 

It  was  with  great  satisfaction  Washington 
learned  that  Admiral  de  Barras  had  anticipated 
bis  wisiies,  tn  sending  transports  and  prize  ves- 
sels up  the  bay  to  assist  in  bringing  on  the  French 
troops.  In  the  mean  time  he  with  Count  dfl 
Bocbambeau  was  desirous  of  having  an  interview 
with  the  admiral  on  board  of  his  ship,  provided  he 
oould  send  sonic  fitst-sailing  cutter  to  receive  them. 
A  small  ship,  the  Queen  Charhtlt,  was  furnished 
by  the  admiral  for  the  purpose.  It  had  been  cap- 
tured on  its  voyage  fi-om  Charleston  to  New  York, 
1  Mtmoifi  of  Ln/ai/tUe,  torn.  i.  p.  167. 
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liaviag  Lord   Rawdon  on   board,  and  had  been 
coRiniodiously  fitted  np  for  his  lordship's  recep- 

On  board  of  this  vessel  Woshiuglon  and  De 
Eochambeau,  with  the  Clievalier  de  Chaatellux 
and  generals  Knox  and  Duportail,  embarked  on 
the  18th,  and  proceeding  down  Jatnea  River, 
came  the  nest  morning  in  Bight  of  llie  French 
fleet  riditig  at  anchor  iu  Lynn  Haven  Bay,  just 
under  the  point  of  Cape  Henry.  About  hood 
thej  got  along  side  of  the  admiral's  ship,  the  ViVx 
de  Paris  and  were  received  on  board  with  great 
ceremony,  ami  naval  and  military  parade.  Ad- 
miral de  Grasse  was  a  Cull,  fine-looking  man,  plain 
iu  his  address  and  prompt  in  the  discharge  of 
business.  A  plan  of  cooperation  was  noon  ar- 
ranged, to  be  carried  into  effect  on  tlie  arrival 
of  the  American  and  French  armies  from  the 
North,  which  were  actually  on  their  way  down 
the  Chesapeake  from  the  Head  of  lolk.  Busi- 
ness being  dispatched,  dinner  was  served,  aller 
which  they  were  conducted  throughout  (lie  ship, 
and  received  the  visits  of  the  officers  of  the  fleet, 
almost  all  of  whom  came  on  board. 

About  sunset  Washington  and  his  companions 
took  their  leave  of  the  admiral,  and  relumed  on 
board  of  llieir  own  little  ship;  when  the  yards  of 
all  the  ships  of  the  fleet  were  manned,  and  a  part- 
ing salute  was  thundered  from  the  ViSe  de  Parii. 
Owing  to  storms  and  contrary  winds,  and  other 
adverse  circumstances,  the  party  did  not  reach 
Williamsburg  until  the  22d,  when  inielligenoe 
VHa  received  that  threatened  to  disconcert  all  the 
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plans  formed  in  tlie  recent  counci]  on  board  ship. 
Admiral  Digby,  it  appeared,  hud  arrived  in  Net* 
York  with  s\x  ahips  of  the  line  and  a  r&iiforce- 
ment  of  troops.  This  intelligence  Woahiugton 
ioBtantty  tnuiBmitted  to  the  Count  de  Graase  hj 
one  of  the  Count  de  Roclianibeau'a  aidea-<le-canip. 
De  Graaae  in  reply  expressed  great  concern,  ob- 
serving that  tlio  position  of  aifatrs  was  changed 
by  the  arrival  of  Digby,  "The  enemy,"  wrilea 
he,  "  ia  now  nearly  equal  to  us  in  strength,  and 
it  would  be  imprudent  in  me  to  place  myself  in 
a  situation  thut  would  prevent  my  attacking  them 
should  they  attempt  to  alTord  auewir."  He  pro- 
posed, therefore,  to  leave  two  vessels  at  the  mouth 
of  York  Biver,  and  the  corvettes  and  frigates  in 
James  River,  which,  with  the  French  troops  on 
shore,  would  be  suffiuieut  assistance  ;  and  to  put 
to  sea  with  the  rest,  either  to  intercept  the  enemy 
and  tight  them  where  there  was  good  sea  room,  or 
to  blockade  them  in  New  York  should  tbey  not 
have  sailed. 

On  reading  tliis  letter.  Washington  dreaded 
that  the  present  plan  of  couperation  might  like- 
wise &l]  through,  and  the  fruits  of  nil  his  schemes 
and  combinations  be  lost  when  within  Lis  reach. 
With  the  assistance  of  the  fleet  the  reduction  of 
Yorklown  was  demonstrably  cerbiin,  and  the  bbi^ 
render  of  tlie  garrison  must  go  for  to  terminate 
the  war ;  whereas  the  departure  of  the  ships,  by 
leaving  an  opening  for  suocor  to  the  enemy,  might 
frustrate  these  brilliant  prospects  and  involve  the 
whole  enterprise  in  ruin  and  disgrace.  Even  a 
momentary  absence  of  the   French  fleet  might 


cot  dowB  and 
ItA  mith  iIm)  tmadK*  ponued  ovtward. 

OhmecMier  Vo\M  hwl  likeviK  been  fortified — 
iu  tatiAric*,  irith  thoM  of  Yorktown,  command- 
big  Uw  inlDTTAntiig  river.  Ships  of  war  vera 
lilwiriwi  ktotionM  on  it,  jaoteoid  hj  the  gnns 
iif  Oin  Cirls,  iui4  the  channel  was  obstructed  bj 
viinkHN  VHMteli. 

Thn  d(^f*iiito  of  Gloucester  Point  was  oonfided 
to  [.iiiiili-riniitHjuloncl  Dundas,  with  six  or  seven 
hiitiilriHl  men.  Tlxt  enemy's  miuD  army  was  ea- 
lurnptxl  nlioiit  Yorktuwn,  within  the  range  of  die 
uui*r  rBrtouliU  hiiU  llnld-worka. 

Washington  and  his  staff*  bivouacked  that  night 
uu  the  ground  in  tlie  open  air.  He  slept  nndcF 
a  inullicrry  li-eo,  tlie  root  terving  for  hk  pilkrw. 
Oil  thtt  billowing  momitig  the  two  aiuuui  drew 
out  ^n^  eai'h  xlde  of  Be«v«r  Dun  Cr«ek.  The 
Auierli-au*.  lormtng  the  right  wing,  look  Msdua 
<ui  the  MMl  side  of  the  cre«k ;  the  Frakdt,  Sana- 
ing  the  kit  wing,  on  the  west. 

Thitt  evvuuig  Comwallia  received  dispaCchei 
fruui  Sir  llrury  Clttitoa.  infonniu^  him  of  the 
arrfval  <ji  Admiral  r>ia:by.  and  ch^Lt  a  fte«t  uf 
tweuty-lbn.-c  ^i)nt  of  ehe  line,  with  aJwuc  tiva 
ihoutiaud  triM>p8,  would  siil  Co  his  aBBistiuice  pmb- 
My  on  Lbe  Hlh  of  0.-tuber.  A  heavy  tirtug 
wuuid  be  Qiade  hy  them  on  arriving  ut  di«  en- 
tiwice  of  Uiu  Oiesipeake.  On  boamg  it.  if  ^ 
weut  on  wuU  nc  Yurktown.  Lis  lordship  was  to 
nudw  ihreii  jepamUi  uulumna  of  smoke  :  wid 
tbur.  should  he  «tiU  pusMw  the  poa 
^iut. 


I 
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CornwoUis  immediate!}'  wrote  in  reply  :  "  I 
have  ventured  these  last  two  days  to  look  Gen- 
eral Wasbingtou's  whole  force  in  tbe  tace  in  the 
position  on  the  outside  of  my  works,  aud  have 
the  pleasure  to  assure  your  Excelleucy,  Lliiit  there 
is  but  one  wish  throughout  the  army,  whiiih  la 

that  the  enemy  would  advance I 

shall  retire  this  night  within  the  works,  and  have 
no  doubt,  if  relief  arrives  in  any  reasonable  time, 
York  and  Gloucesiter  will  be  both  in  tlie  jMsses- 
aion  of  His  Majesty's  troops.  I  believe  your 
Excellency  must  depend  more  on  the  8ouad  of 
our  cannon  than  the  signal  of  smokes  for  infor- 
mation ;  however,  I  will  attempt  it  on  the 
Gloucester  side,"  ' 

That  night  his  lordship  accordingly  abandoned 
his  outworks,  and  drew  his  troops  within  the 
town ;  a  measure  strongly  censured  liy  Tarleton 
in  his  Commentaries  an  prematui'e ;  as  cooping  up 
the  troops  in  narrow  quarters,  and  giving  up  a 
means  of  disputing,  inch  by  inch,  the  approaches 
of  the  besiegers,  and  thus  gaining  time  to  com- 
pete the  fortifications  of  tiie  town. 

The  outworks  thus  abandoned  were  seized 
upon  the  next  morning  by  detachments  of  Amer- 
ican light  infantry  and  French  troops,  and  served 
to  cover  the  troops  employed  in  throwing  up 
breastworks.  Colonel  Alexander  ScAmniel,  olB- 
oer  of  the  day,  while  reconnuitering  the  ground 
abandoned  by  the  enemy,  was  set  upon  by  a  party 
of  Hessian  troopers.  He  attem]>ted  to  escape, 
but  was  wounded,  captured,  anil  citrried  olf  to 
1  Omt^KKHlmct  relative  la  Difnat  of  York,  p.  lUS. 
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Yorktown,  Washingtoa,  to  whom  he  bod  for- 
merly acted  as  aide-de-cump,  inierested  liimself  in 
his  &vur,  and  at  Ilia  request  Goruwullis  permitted 
him  to  be  removed  to  WilliamKburg,  where  he 
died  in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  He  was  an 
officer  of  much  merit,  and  his  death  was  deeply 
regretted  bj  Wushiugtoa  and  the  armj. 

The  combined  French  and  American  forces 
were  now  twelve  thousand  strong,  ezdusive  of  the 
Virginia  militia  which  Governor  Nelson  had 
broughl  into  the  field.  An  iuatance  of  patriotic 
■elf-devotiou  on  the  part  of  this  functionary  it 
worthy  of  y)ed»l  record.  The  treasury  of  Vir- 
ginia was  empty  i  the  governor,  fearful  that  the 
militia  would  ilishand  for  wont  of  piky,  bad  en- 
deavored to  procure  a  loan  from  a  wealthy  indi- 
vidual on  the  credit  of  the  State.  In  the  preca- 
rious altuiition  of  affairs,  the  guarantee  was  not 
deemed  eullicicnL  The  governor  pledged  his  o' 
property,  awl  obtained  the  loan  at  his  iudividual 

On  llie  morning  of  the  2dth  of  September,  the 
couibiDerl  armies  inarched  from  Williomshurg  to- 
ward Yorktuwn,  about  twelve  miles  distant,  and 
encampi^d  at  night  within  two  miles  of  it,  driving 
in  the  pickets  and  some  patrols  of  cavalry.  Gen- 
eral de  Choisy  was  sent  across  York  River,  with 
Lauzun's  legion  and  General  Weedon's  brigade 
of  militiu,  to  watch  the  enemy  on  the  side  of 
Gloucester  PoinL 

By  tlie  first  of  October  the  line  of  the  besi^' 
ers,  nearly  two  miles  from  the  works,  formed  a 
semicircle,  each  end  resting  on  the  river,  so  that 
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L  hj  Iftiid  V 


mplete ; 


nhite  iho 


the  iDTestmeDt  t 

Count  de  Grasse,  with  the  main  fleet,  rt 

Lynn  Haven  Bay,  to  keep  off  Rssistaocu  by  sen. 

About  this  time  the  Americuna  threw  ii])  two 
redoubts  in  tlie  uight,  which,  on  being  diHxivereil 
in  the  morning,  were  severely  caanotimled.  Three 
of  the  men  were  killed  and  several  severely 
wounded.  While  Washington  was  m i peri n tend- 
ing the  works,  a  shot  struck  the  ground  dose  by 
Mm,  throwing  np  a  cloud  of  dust,  Thtt  Itev.  Mr. 
Evaua,  chaplain  in  the  army,  wito  was  ntanding 
by  him,  wag  greatly  agitated.  Tiikiug  oS  his  hnt 
and  showing  it  covered  with  onnd,  "  See  bure, 
General,"  exclaimed  he.  "  Mr.  Evans,"  mid 
Washington  with  grave  pleaKaiitry,  "you  had 
better  carry  that  home,  and  show  it  to  your  wife 
and  children." ' 

The  besieged  army  began  now  to  bo  greatly 
diatressed  for  want  of  forage,  and  hud  to  kill 
^nany  of  iheir  horsea,  the  carca«ses  of  whioh  were 
oootinually  floating  down  the  river.  In  llie  even- 
ing of  the  2d  of  October,  Tarleton  with  hin  le- 
giim  and  the  mounted  iubntry  were  passnl  over 
the  river  to  Gloiicmter  Point,  to  assist  in  foraging. 
At  daybresk  IJeatenant-eolonel  Dundas  led  oat 
part  of  hie  garriaon  to  forage  the  neighboring 
ocnmlrj.  About  ten  o'dock  the  wagons  and  bat 
hones  laden  with  Indian  com  were  returning, 
ODvered  by  a  party  of  infantry,  with  Tarleton  and 
hia  dragoons  as  a  rear-guard.  Thft  wagons  and 
in&ntry  had  nearly  reached  Yirk  River,  when 
word  was  brought  that  an  enemy  was  advancing 

1  Tluclwr'a  .VXlarg  Joanvd,  p.  338. 
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The  nexL  Uay  General  Choisy,  beinj;  reinforced 
hj  a  detachment  of  marince  from  the  (leel  of  De 
Grasse,  cut  off  all  commuuicatiou  by  land  be- 
tween Gloitcestfir  and  the  country. 

At  this  momentous  time,  whi^n  the  first  paral- 
lel before  the  besiegfd  city  was  about  to  be  opened, 
WftshiDgton  received  dispatches  from  liis  faithful 
coadjutor.  General  Greene,  giving  him  important 
intelli^nce  of  bis  cooperations  in  the  South ;  to 
consider  which  we  will  suspend  for  a 
e  of  affaire  before  Torktowu. 


CHAPTER   XXVII. 

Greene  on  the  High  Hills  oT  Sant«.  —  The  Enemy  hmruied. 
~~  Grst'ne  niarchee  »Kaiiiit  Slusrl.  —  Battle  new  Enl«W 
Springs. 

^Q^I|nR  iionie  weeks  in  Ihe  moniha  of  Jnl^ 
fl^T^  arid    August,  General    Greene  had  n- 

on  ilie  liii;!i  liilla  of  Sanlee,  refrealiing  And  diadpUo- 
ing  Wis  men,  niid  awniting  the  nrriral  of  promised 
reiDforcemeiils.  He  was  coDalantly  looking  to 
Washington  as  his  polar  star  by  which  to  steer, 
and  reared  diapntches  from  him  had  been  inter- 
cepled.  "  I  wail  with  impatience  for  intelligenoe," 
said  he,  "  by  which  I  mean  lo  govern  my  own 
operatioDB.  If  things  are  flattering  in  the  North, 
I  will  hazard  less  in  the  South  ;  but,  if  otherwise 
there,  we  must  risk  more  here."  In  the  mean 
time,  Marion  with  hia  light  Iroopa,  aided  by 
Colonel  Washington  with  his  dragoons,  held  control 
over  the  lower  Sanleo.  Lee  was  detached  lo 
opemtc  with  Siiniler's  brigade  on  the  Congaree, 
and  Colonel  Harden  with  his  mounted  mililia  was 
scouring  the  country  about  the  Edislo.  The  en- 
emy waa  thus  faarassed  in  crery  quarter;  lli^r 
convoys  and  foraging  parties  waylaid,  and  Sluart 
WAS  obliged  to  obtain  all  his  supplies  from  below. 
Greene  was  disappointed  as  to  reinforcements. 
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AU  ihftt  he  received  were  Iwo  hundred  North 
Cftrolioa  levies  and  five  hundred  South  Carolina 
militia ;  still  he  prepared  for  a  bold  effort  to  drive 
ihe  enemy  from  their  retnaiaing  posts.  For  that 
purpose,  on  the  22tl  of  Aaguat  he  broke  up  his 
encnnipmeiit  on  the  "  benigo  hilb  of  Sitntee."  to 
march  against  ColoDel  StuarL  The  tatter  still 
lay  encamped  about  sixteen  railea  distant  in  a 
straight  line;  but  the  Congnree  and  Wnteree  lay 
between,  bordered  by  swamps  overflowed  by  recent 
rains ;  to  cross  them  aiid  reach  the  hostile  camp, 
it  was  necessary  to  make  a  circuit  of  seventy 
miles.  While  Greene  was  making  it,  Stuart 
abaodoned  his  position,  and  moved  down  forty  mitea 
to  the  vicinity  of  Eutnw  Springs,  where  lie  was 
reinforced  by  a  detachment  from  Cliarleslon  with 
provisions. 

"ireene  followed  on  by  easy  marches.  He  had 
been  joined  by  General  Pickens  with  a  party  of 
the  Ninety  Sis  militia,  and  by  the  Stale  troops 
under  Lieutenant-colonel  Henderson ;  and  now 
moved  slowly  to  give  time  for  Marion,  who  was 
ecDoring  the  country  about  the  Rdisto.  to  rejoin 
"  "ra.  Thia  was  done  on  the  5ih  of  September 
Laurens'  place,  within  seventeen  miles  of 
Stuart's  camp.  Here  baggage,  tents,  everything 
that  could  impede  motion,  was  leil  behind,  and  on 
the  afiemoon  of  the  seventh  the  army  was  pushed 
1  within  seven  miles  of  the  Entjiws,  where  it 
bivouacked  for  the  night,  Greene  lying  on  the 
ground  wrapped  in  his  cloak,  with  the  root  of  n 
tree  for  a  pillow. 

At  four  o'clock  in  the  moruiug  his  little  army 
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i  motion.  Ills  whole  foroe  at  that  time  tlid 
it  exceed  two  thousand  men  ;  ihal  of  llie  enemy 
be  WB?  seeking,  about  twentj- three  hundred. 
The  AmericHos,  however,  were  superior  in  caralry. 
Owing  to  the  diStcully  of  receit^ing  informaliaii, 
and  the  cunntrjr  being  covered  with  fbreats,  tlw 
enemj  were  not  aware  of  Greene's  apfiraacb  HBtQ 
be  was  cloi^  upon  them. 

Hia  army  ndvanced  in  two  column?,  which  were 
to  fonn  the  two  lines  of  battle.  The  first  colnmit, 
oomnianded  bj  General  Marion,  wns  composed  of 
two  battalions  of  Xorth  and  two  of  South  Caro- 
lina militia.  The  second  column  of  three  brigades ; 
one  of  North  Carolina,  one  of  Virginia,  and  OtM 
of  Maryland  continental  troops.  Colonel  Lee 
with  his  legion  covereil  the  right  ftatib,  Colonel 
Henderaon  the  left.  Colonel  Washington,  with 
his  dragoons  and  the  Delaware  troops,  formed  the 
reserve.     Eadi  column  had  two  field-pieces. 

Within  four  miles  of  Eutaw  they  met  with  k 
British  detachment  of  one  hundred  nn<l  (idj  in- 
fiintry  and  fifty  cavalry  under  Major  Coffin,  sent 
forward  to  reconnoiler;  it  was  put  lo  flight  after  a 
severe  skirmish,  in  which  a  number  were  killed 
and  wounded,  and  several  taken  prisoners.  Sup- 
posing this  to  be  the  rati  of  the  enemy,  Greene 
halted  liis  columns  and  formed.  The  South  Caro- 
linians ill  equal  divisions  formed  the  right  and 
UCl  of  the  first  line,  the  North  Carolinians  the 
centre.  General  ilarion  commanded  the  right  ( 
General  Pickens,  the  left ;  Colonel  Malinejy,  the 
centre.  Colonel  Heudereon  with  the  State  troops 
covered  the  left  of  the  line ;  Colonel  Lee  with  hia 
legion  the  right. 
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or  the  Becoiid  line,  composed  of  regitlars,  the 
North  Carolinians,  uoder  General  ISumner,  were 
on  tbe  right ;  the  Maryliitider§,  undei'  Colonel 
'Williams,  on  [he  left  ;  the  VirginiaoH,  uiiiler  Col- 
onel Campbell,  in  the  cenlre. 

Colonel  Washington  with  his  cavalry  followed 
in  the  rear  as  a  corpi  de  reterve. 

Two  three-pounders  moved  on  the  road  in  the 
centre  of  the  first  line.  Two  siK-ponnders  in  a 
like  poaiiioQ  in  the  second  line. 

In  this  order  the  troops  moved  forward,  keeping 
their  lines  as  well  us  they  could  through  open 
woods,  which  covered  the  country  on  each  «ide  of  ' 
the  road. 

Within  a  mile  of  the  camp  they  encountered  a 
body  of  infantry  thrown  forward  by  Colonel 
Stuart,  to  check  their  advance  while  he  had  time 
lo  form  lib  troops  in  order  of  bntlle.  These  were 
drawn  np  in  line  in  a  wood  two  hundred  yards 
west  of  Entaw  Springs.  The  right  resiled  on 
Entaw  Creek  (or  brook),  and  was  covered  by  a 
battalion  of  grenadiers  and  infantry  under  Major 
Majoribanks,  partly  concealed  among  thickets  on 
the  margin  of  the  stream.  The  left  of  the  line 
extended  across  the  Cliarlesloo  road,  with  a  re- 
servo  corps  in  e.  commanding  situation  covering 
the  I'oad.  About  fihy  yards  tu  the  rear  of  the 
British  line  was  a  cleared  fleld,  in  which  was  their 
encampment,  with  the  tents  all  standing.  Adjoin- 
ing it  was  a  brick  honso  with  a  palisadoed  gardea 
which  Colonel  Rtuart  intended  as  a  protection,  if 
too  much  pressed  by  cavalry. 

The  advanced  party  of  infantry,  which  bad  re- 


-MPMp   the  icU  wtik  dw  b^VWL* 
WM  mmM  fajr  CoImkI  C^Bfibdl  with  I 

(iniaiw.  Tlw  order  m*  pIIaRiIj  obtjtd. 
iWivcTwl  k  ilecdlj  Tullejr  at  fbrtj  yaiia'  d' 
awl  ttmn  wIrMtced  M  s  biid(  me,  whli  load 
•IxniU  am]  tnulcd  amw,  prepared  to  make  the 
lUxuily  iliruvt.  The  lirtiisb  reooilrd.  Wbile  the 
Marjlnixltirn  and  Virginiiuis  atincked  them  ia 
froul,  1^00  with  bu  legion  taroed  their  fell  Hank 
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and  charged  them  in  rear.  Colonel  Hampton 
with  the  Slate  cavalry  made  a  great  number  of 
prisoners,  and  Colonel  Washington,  coming  up 
with  his  reserve  of  horse  and  foot,  completed  their 
defeat.  Thej  were  driven  back  through  their 
camp  ;  manj  were  captured ;  manj  fled  along  the 
Charleston  road,  and  others  threw  themeelveij  into 
the  brick  house. 

Major  MnjoribaukH  and  his  troops  could  utill 
enfilade  the  left  flank  of  the  AmcricnuB  from 
their  covert  among  the  thickets  on  the  border  of 
the  stream.  Greene  ordered  Colonel  Wasliing- 
tou  with  his  dragoons  and  Kirkwood's  Delaware 
in&ntry  to  dislodge  them,  and  Colonel  Wade 
Hampton  to  assbt  with  the  Stal«  troops.  Col- 
onel Washington  without  waiting  for  the  infiintrj, 
dashed  forward  with  his  dragoons.  It  was  a  rash 
move.  The  thickets  were  impervious  to  cavalry. 
The  dragoons  separated  into  small  squads,  and 
and  endeavored  to  force  their  way  in.  Horses 
and  riders  were  shot  down  or  bayoneted  ;  most 
of  the  ofGcers  were  either  killed  or  wounded. 
Colonel  Washington  bad  hb  horse  shot  mider 
him  ;  he  himself  was  bayoneted,  and  would  have 
been  slain,  bod  not  a  British  officer  interposed, 
who  took  him  prisoner. 

By  the  time  Hampton  and  Elrkwood  came  np, 
the  cavalry  were  routed  -,  the  ground  was  strewed 
with  the  dead  and  the  wounded ;  horses  were 
plunging  and  struggling  in  the  agonies  of  death  ; 
others  were  galloping  about  without  their  riders. 
While  Hampton  rallied  the  scallereid  cavalry, 
Kirkwood  with  his  Delawarea  charged  with  bay- 
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onets  npon  the  enemy  in  tlie  tliicket,  Mi^ri- 
banks  fell  bui.'k  nith  Ilia  troops  aud  made  a  Btand 
in  the  palisadoed  garden  of  the  brick  house. 

VicUiry  now  seemed  certain  oa  the  aide  of  tlte 
AmericaiiB.  Thej  hud  driven  the  British  from 
the  field,  and  had  taken  poaaessioti  of  their  camp; 
uttfortuDatety,  the  soldiers,  thinking  the  day  their 
own,  fell  to  plundering  the  i«utB,  devouring  the 
food  and  carousing  on  the  liquors  found  there. 
Many  of  them  liecame  intoxicated  aud  unman- 
ageable —  the  olticere  interfered  in  viun  ;  all  waa 
riot  and  disorder. 

The  enemy  in  the  mean  time  recovered  from 
their  confusion  and  opened  a  fire  from  every 
window  of  tlie  house  and  from  the  palisadoed 
garden.  There  was  a  scattering  tire  also  from 
the  woods  and  thickets  on  the  right  and  left. 
Four  cannon,  one  of  which  had  been  captured 
from  the  enemy,  were  now  advanced  by  the 
Americans  U>  batter  tlie  house.  The  tire  from 
the  windows  was  so  severe,  that  most  of  the  offi- 
cers and  men  who  served  the  oaimon  were  dtber 
killed  or  wounded.  Greene  ordered  the  survivora 
to  retire ;  they  did  so,  leaving  the  cannon  behind. 

Colouol  Stuart  was  by  this  time  rallying  his 
lefl  wing,  aud  advaudng  to  support  the  right ; 
when  Greene,  finding  his  nramuniiion  nearly  ei- 
hausEed,  determined  to  give  up  the  attempt  to 
dislodge  the  enemy  from  their  places  of  refuge, 
since  he  could  not  do  it  without  severe  loss ; 
whereas  the  enemy  could  maintain  their  posts  but 
a  few  hours,  and  he  should  have  a  better  op- 
portunity of  attacking  them  ou  their  retreat. 
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eicepting  those  who  were 
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too  mach  uuder  the  fire  of  the  house,  and  then, 
leaving  Colonel  Haniplou  with  a  strong  picket  on 
the  field,  he  returned  lo  the  position  seven  miles 
off*  which  he  hud  lefl  in  the  morning  -,  not  find- 
ing water  anywhere  nearer. 

The  enemy  decamped  in  the  night  after  de- 
stroying a  large  quantity  of  provisions,  staving 
many  barrels  of  rum,  and  breaking  upwards  of 
a  thousand  stand  of  arms  which  they  threw  into 
the  springs  of  the  Eutaw ;  they  left  behind  also 
seventy  of  their  wounded,  who  might  have  im- 
peded the  celerity  of  their  retreat.  Their  loss 
iu  killeil,  wounded,  and  captured,  in  this  action, 
was  six  hundred  and  tbirly-three,  of  whom  five 
hundred  were  prisoners  in  the  bunds  of  the  Amer- 
icans ;  the  loss  sustained,  by  the  latter  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing,  was  five  huiidi-ed  and  thir- 
ty-five. One  of  the  slain  most  deplored  was 
Colonel  Campbell,  who  hod  so  bravely  led  on 
the  Virginians.  He  fell  in  the  shock  of  the 
charge  with  the  bayonet.  It  was  a  glorious  cIdbs 
of  a  gallant  career.  In  Ijis  dying  moments  he 
was  told  of  the  defeat  of  the  enemy,  and  is  said 
to  liuve  utteretl  the  celebrated  ejacululiou  of  Gen- 
eral Wolfe,  "  I  die  coDtented." 

In  the  luornmg,  Gieneral  Greene,  who  knew 
not  liiat  the  enemy  had  decamped,  detached  Lee 
and  Marion  to  scour  the  country  belweeii  Eutaw 
Springs  and  Charleston,  lo  intercept  any  rein- 
forcements which  might  be  coming  to  Colonel 
Stuart,  and  to  retard  the  march  of  the  latter 
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shonld  he  be  retreatjng.  Stuart,  however,  had 
met  with  reiDfoTcements  about  fourteen  milea 
from  Eutaw,  but  continued  hie  retreat  to  Monk's 
Corner,  within  twenty-five  milea  of  Cliarleston. 

Greene,  nhen  luforoied  of  the  retreat,  bad 
followed  with  his  main  force  almost  to  Monk's 
Comer ;  finding  the  number  and  position  of  the 
enemy  too  stroug  to  be  atlacked  with  prudence, 
he  fell  back  to  Eutaw,  where  he  remained  a  day 
or  two  to  rest  hb  troops,  and  then  returned  hy 
easy  marches  to  his  old  poaiUon  near  the  heights 
of  Son  tee. 

Theuce,  as  usual,  he  dispatched  an  account  of 
affiurs  to  Washington.  "  Since  1  wruto  to  you 
before,  we  have  had  a  most  bloody  battle.  It 
was  by  far  the  most  obstinate  fight  I  ever  saw. 
Victory  was  ours ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  one 
of  those  little  inddeota  which  frequently  happen 
in  the  progress  of  war,  we  should  have  takea 
the  whole  British  army I  am  try- 
ing to  collect  a  b(Hly  of  militia  to  oppose  Lord 
Comwallis  should  he  attempt  to  escape  through 
North  Carolina  to  Charleston.  Charleston  itself 
may  be  reduced,  if  you  will  bend  your  forces  this 
way,  and  it  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  joiu 
your  Excellency  in  the  attempt ;  for  I  shall  be 
equally  Inippy,  whether  as  a  principal  or  subor- 
dinate, so  that  the  public  good  Is  promoted." 

Such  was  the  purport  of  the  intelligence  re> 
ceived  from  Greene.  Washington  considered  the 
afiair  at  Eutuw  Springs  a  victory,  and  sent 
Greene  his  congratulations.  "  Fortune,"  wntea 
he,  "  must  have  been  coy  indeed,  had  she  itot 
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yielded  at  last  lo  so  persevering  a  pursuer  as  you 
have  been." 

"  I  cao  sftj  wiih  sincerity,  Ibnt  I  feel  with  the 
highest  degree  of  pleasure  the  good  eSeel!i  wbieh 
yaa  mention  aa  resulting  from  the  perfect  good 
nnderslandiiig  between  you,  the  marquis,  and  ray* 
self.  1  hope  it  will  never  be  interrupted,  and  I 
am  sure  it  never  can  be  nhile  we  are  nil  influ- 
enced by  the  same  pure  motive,  that  of  love  to 
our  country  and  iuteresl  in  the  cause  in  which 
we  are  embarked." 

We  will  now  resume  our  narrative  of  the  siege 
of  Torktown. 


CHAPTER    XXVIII. 


S^fflENERAL  LINCOLN  had  ihe  hrrnor, 
KQhS  oil  ilie  night  of  the  6th  of  October,  17SI, 
|KxS}cl|  of  opening  the  lirst  parallel  before  York- 
town.  It  was  within  six  hundred  yaiiis  of  the  en- 
emy; nearly  two  miles  in  extent,  and  the  founda- 
tions were  laid  for  two  redoubts.  He  had  under 
him  a  large  detachment  of  French  and  American 
troops,  and  the  work  was  conducted  with  such 
e  atid  secrecy  in  a  night  of  extreme  dark- 
er* not  aware  of  it  until 
iDDonade  was  then  opened 
;  but  Ihe  men  were  under 
orking  —  the  greatest  emn- 
lation  and  good-will  prevailing  between  the  ofSoera 
and  soldiers  of  the  allied  armies  thus  engaged. 

By  Ihe  ariemoon  of  the  9th  the  parallel  was 
completed,  and  two  or  three  batleries  were  ready 
to  fire  upon  the  town.  "  General  Washinglon  put 
the  match  to  the  Brst  gun,"  aays  an  observer  who 
was  present ;  "  a  furious  discharge  of  cannon  and 
mortars  immediately  followed,  and  Earl  Cornwal- 
lis  received  his  first  salutation."  ^ 

Governor  Nelson,  who  had  so  nobly  pledged 
his  own  properly  to  raise  funds  for  Ilie  public  eer- 

I  Tlucher'B  ^tUilary  Journal. 


ness,  thai  the  enemy  n 
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vice,  gave  another  proof  of  iiU  aelf-SHcrificing  pa- 
triotiBin  oa  this  occaaiau.  Ue  whh  luked  which 
part  of  the  town  could  be  moat  efToHively  canQOn- 
aded-  lie  pointed  to  a  large  handsome  house  on 
a  rising  gronnd  as  the  probable  head-qiiartors  of 
the  enemy.     Ii  proved  to  be  his  own.' 

The  governor  had  lui  ancle  in  the  town,  very 
old,  and  afflicted  with  the  gout,  lie  bud  been  for 
thirty  years  aeeretary  under  the  royal  colonial 
government,  and  was  still  called  Mr.  Secretary 
Nelson.  He  had  taken  no  part  iu  the  Revolution, 
unfitted,  perhsp*,  for  the  struggle,  by  Ills  advanced 
age  and  his  infirmities ;  and  had  remaiued  in 
Torktoim  when  taken  poaeesaion  of  by  the  Eng- 
lish, not  having  any  personal  enmity  to  apprehend 
frcnn  them.  He  had  tno  sons  in  Washington's 
army,  who  now  were  in  the  utmost  alurm  for  bis 
safety.  At  their  request  Wosbtugton  »ent  in  a 
flag,  desiring  tbal  their  father  might  be  pemiitied 
to  leave  the  place.  ■*  I  waa  a  witnen,"  write*  the 
Count  de  Chastellux  in  his  merooim,  "of  the 
cruel  anxiety  of  one  of  (hoae  young  men,  oa  h« 
kept  bis  eyes  fixed  npon  tbe  gate  of  the  town  by 
which  the  flag  wonU  come  onl.  It  teemed  aa  tf 
be  were  awaiting  bis  own  sentence  in  the  reply 
thM  was  to  he  raeemd.  Lord  Coniwnllis  bad 
not  tbe  inbnaiaiiitf  to  refnie  ao  just  a  n-cincst-" 

The  apfiearanee  of  ibe  veaerable  ■etrretary.  hia 
tt»tAy  penok,  neUe  ODnaievnnce,  and  gray  bain, 
■*■——' "*— '  retpeel  and  Tcnermlion.  "  I  aa 
aenr  recall  wiUmU  eakotioa,"  wriiea  tbe  anaeep- 
tiUe  tomt,  "bia  artinl  at  ibe  head-quailen  of 
radaArrcw   Srarfcs, viiL xo. 
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OeoenI  Wasliiagun.  He  ma  amed.  bU  tMmdk 
vt  the  gunt  ctill  cwitiniui^,  and  while  we  Blood 
MOand  bim,  be  rebted  wiib  %  lerene  vinige  what 
bad  bem  the  tSeet  of  ovr  batteria."  ' 

Hu  boose  bad  raceiTed  aome  of  the  fin4  rinto  ; 
one  of  his  oegroefl  had  been  killed,  sod  the  bead- 
<{fl&rlen  of  l.ord  Corawallb  bsd  be^n  so  battered, 
that  he  bad  been  driveD  oat  of  tbcm. 

The  csoDoiuide  was  kept  Dp  almost  inceMantlj 
for  three  or  fonr  days  from  the  batteries  abort) 
meniioiied,  and  frora  three  others  managed  by  the 
French.  "  Being  in  ihe  treoches  every  other 
night  and  day,"  writes  an  observer  already 
qaoted,*  "  I  have  a  fine  opportimily  of  witness- 
ing the  snblime  and  stnpendous  scene  which  is 
continaally  exhibiting.  The  bomb-shetia  from 
the  besiegers  and  the  besieged  are  incessantly 
crossing  each  other's  path  in  the  air.  They  are 
clearly  visible  in  the  farm  of  a  black  ball  in  the 
day,  but  in  the  night  they  appear  like  a  fiery 
meteor  with  a  blazing  tail,  most  beantifnlly  bril- 
liant, ascending  majestically  from  the  mortar  to  a 
certain  altitude,  and  gradunlly  descending  to  the 
spot  where  they  are  destined  to  execute  their 
work  of  destruction.  When  a  aliell  falls,  it  whirls 
round,  burrows  and  excavates  the  earth  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  and,  bursting,  makes  dreadful 
havoc  around."  "  Some  of  our  shells,  over-reach- 
Jng  Urn  town,  ore  seen  lo  fall  into  the  river,  and 
bursting,  throw  np  columns  of  water  like  the 
spouting  monsters  of  the  deep." 

The  half- finished  works  oT  the  enemy  suffered 
'  CbuMllux,  vot.  j[.  pp.  19-aj.  3  Thschu. 
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severely,  the  guns  were  diBiaounted  t 
and  many  men  killed.  The  red-hot  shoi  from  the 
French  batleriea  iiorihwest  of  the  town  reached 
the  English  shipping.  The  Chnron,  r  forty-four 
gunsliip,  and  three  large  transports,  were  set  on 
Are  by  them.  The  flames  ran  np  llie  rigging  to 
the  tops  of  the  masta.  The  conflagntion,  seen  in 
the  dnrkncss  of  the  niglit,  with  the  accompanying 
flash  and  thunderiug  of  cannon,  «n'l  soaring  and 
bursting  of  shells,  and  the  tremendou!!  esplosiODS 
of  the  ships,  all  presented  a  scene  of  mingled 
magaiflceace  and  horror. 

On  the  night  of  the  lllh  the  secnud  parallel 
was  opened  by  the  Baron  Steuben's  dirision, 
within  three  hundred  yards  of  the  works.  The 
British  now  made  new  embrasures,  and  for  two 
or  three  days  kept  up  a  galling  lire  upon  those  at 
work.  The  latter  were  still  more  annoyed  by 
the  flanking  fire  of  [wo  redoubts  three  hundred 
yards  in  front  of  the  British  works.  As  they 
enfUaded  the  entrencliments,  and  were  supposed 
also  to  command  the  communication  between 
Torklown  and  Gloucester,  it  was  resolved  to 
storm  them  both,  on  the  night  of  the  14lh  ;  the 
one  nearest  the  river  by  a  detachment  of  Amer- 
icans commanded  by  Lafayette ;  (he  other  by  a 
French  detachment  led  by  the  Baron  de  Vio- 
tnenil.  The  grenadiers  of  the  regiment  of  Gati- 
nais  were  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  French  de- 
tnchment.  This  regiment  had  been  formed  out 
of  that  of  Auvergne,  of  which  De  Ruchambeau 
had  been  colonel,  and  which,  by  its  brave  and 
honorable  conduct,  had  won  the  appellaliou  of  the 


re^ment  ITAuwrgiu  $aju  laehe  ( 
out  a  fluio).  IVIiea  De  Roctuunbeau  i 
the  GtUioitis  gretmd'ien  their  poet  in  ti 
he  addrcMed  to  them  a  few  soldier-like  i 
"  My  lads,  I  have  need  of  job  this  night,  and 
hope  70a  will  not  forget  that  we  have  Berred  to- 
gether in  that  brave  regiment  of  Aavergne  aaos 
tacbe."  They  ioBtanily  replied,  that  if  be  would 
promise  to  get  their  old  name  restored  to  them, 
ihey  wonld  sncritice  themaelTes  to  tlie  last  man. 
The  promise  was  given. 

Iq  the  arrangement  for  the  American  assanll, 
Lafayette  had  given  the  honor  of  leading  ibe 
advance  tu  his  own  aide-de-camp,  Lieuienaut- 
oolonel  Gimat.  Ttiia  instantly  loached  the  mil- 
itary pride  of  Hamilton,  who  exclaimed  agunat 
it  as  aa  unjust  preference,  it  being  his  tour  of 
doty.  The  marquis  excused  himself  by  alleging 
Ibe  arrangement  bad  been  sanctioned  by  the 
commander- 1 n-«hief,  anil  could  not  be  changed 
by  him-  Hamlllon  forthwith  made  a  spirited  ap- 
peal by  letter  to  Washington,  Tbe  latter,  who 
was  ignorant  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case^ 
sent  fur  tlie  marquis,  and,  finding  that  it  really 
was  Hamilton'))  (our  of  duty,  directed  that  be 
should  be  reinstated  in  it,  which  was  done.'  It 
was  therefore  arranged  that  Colonel  Gimat's  bat- 
talion sliouid  lead  the  van,  and  be  followed  by 
that  of  Hamilton,  and  lliat  the  latter  should  com- 
mand the  whole  advanced  corps.' 


I  tee't  Uimoiri  of  Iht  War,  ii.  343. 
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Abont  eight  o'clock  \a  the  evening  rockets 
rere  sent  up  aa  Bignnts  for  the  aimiiltaiieoiis  at- 
tack. HamiltoD,  to  his  great  joy,  led  the  advance 
of  the  AmericBiis.  The  men,  without  waiting 
for  the  sappers  to  demolish  the  abnlis  in  I'egular 
style,  pushed  them  aside  or  pulled  them  down 
with  their  luiuds,  and  scrambletl  over,  like  rough 
bnsh-lighujra.  Hamillon  was  the  first  to  mount 
the  parapet,  placing  one  Toot  on  the  shoulder  of  a 
soldier,  who  knelt  on  one  knee  for  the  purpose.' 
The  men  mouuted  after  him.  Not  a  musket  was 
lired.  The  redoubt  was  carried  at  the  point  of 
the  hayonet.  Tho  loss  of  the  Americans  was  one 
sergeant  and  eight  privates  killed,  seven  nlliuers 
and  twenty-five  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates wounded.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  eight 
killed  and  seventeen  taken  prisoners.  Among 
the  lutler  was  Major  Campbell,  who  bad  com- 
manded the  redoubt.  A  New  Hampshire  cap- 
tain of  artillery  would  have  taken  his  life  in 
revenge  of  the  death  of  his  favorite  Colonel 
Scammcl,  but  Colonel  Hamilton  prevented  him. 
Not  B  man  was  killed  after  he  ceased  to  resist.^ 

The  French  stormed  the  other  redoubt,  which 
tvaa    more    strongly  garrisoned,  with   equal  gal- 

'  Lcike'B  Ufo  of  Ml,  Lnml,  p.  259. 

1  Thaeber,  p.  MI. 

N.  B.  — Genlon,  inlilsbttlorr  Df  thewir,  asMrli  (hut  Li- 
hi7«tte,  wiUi  Ibe  coDsanC  of  WubinBtun,  ordered  tliat,  iu 
rapturing  (be  radoubl,  no  qusrler  should  be  ahown;  in  re- 
tatlitioa  of  B  mnssacre  perpetruted  Bt  Fort  Grisn'old,     II  is 

ten  ot  botb.    It  hu  been  dvoiFd  by  botb   Lsfaj-etls  nnd 
HamllloD.    Kot  one  of  tbe  enemy  wu  killed  unlets  in  action. 
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lantry.  but  less  precipitation.  Thej  proceeded 
according  to  mle.  The  soldiers  paused  wfaile 
the  wppers  removed  the  abatis,  daring  which 
lime  ihej  were  exposed  to  a  deatructire  fire,  and 
lost  more  tnen  than  did  the  Americans  in  their 
hendlmi!;  nltacb.  iVs  liie  Baron  de  Vionienil. 
who  led  the  parly,  wj»  iliua  wnitio^  Mnjur  Bar- 
bour, Lnfiiyelte's  aide  de-camp,  came  ibrough  tbe 
tremeodoii^  fire  of  the  enemr,  with  a  message 
from  the  marquis,  letting  hiiD  know  ibat  be  was 
in  bis  redoubt,  and  wished  to  know  where  Uie 
baron  wan.  "  Tell  the  marquis,"  replied  the  tat- 
ter, "thai  I  am  uot  in  mine,  but  will  be  iu  it  in 
five  minutes." 

The  abatis  being  remoTed,  tbe  troops  rushed 
to  the  assjiull.  The  Chevalier  de  Litmelb,  La- 
fayelt^'s  adjutant-general,  was  die  first  to  mount 
the  parapet  of  the  redoubt,  and  received  a  votl^ 
at  armn'  length  from  the  Ueaaiana  who  manued  it- 
Shot  through  both  knees,  be  felt  back  into  the 
ditch,  and  was  conveyed  away  under  care  of  his 
friend,  the  Count  de  Dumas.  The  Count  de 
DeusjNtnts,  leading  on  the  royal  greuadiera  of 
the  Barae  name,  was  likewise  wounded. 

The  grenadiers  of  the  Gatinuis  regiment  re- 
membered the  promise  of  De  Rocbambcuu,  and 
fought  with  true  Gallic  fire.  One  third  of  tbem 
were  slain,  and  amoitg  tbem  Captain  de  Sirenili 
H  vidinnt  officer  of  chaa»eura ;  but  the  regiment 
by  ita  bravery  on  this  occacion  regaiued  from  the 
king  its  proud  name  of  tbe  Royal  Awergne. 

WashiiigloD  was  an  intensely  exciiod  spectator 
of  these  assaults,  on  the  result  of  which  so  much 
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depended.  He  had  dUinounlciI,  givi^ii  hU  horM 
to  a  servant,  and  takeu  liis  slmid  in  (lio  gritud 
battery  with  generals  Kwox  niid  Lincoln  «uii 
their  slnffg.  Tlie  risk  he  ran  uf  u  clinncu  Hlu>t, 
ile  watcfaiiig  the  atlauk  through  an  embritKiiru. 
insde  those  about  him  uneasy.  One  of  hi»  ftidun- 
de-carop  ventured  to  observe  that  the  situation 
was  very  mucli  exposed.  "  If  you  think  bij,"  re- 
plied he  gravely,  "you  are  at  liberty  to  »lop 
back." 

Shortly  anerwarde  a  musket  ball  Hlruck  tiie 
cannon  in  the  einLrusure,  rolled  aloii);  il,  ond  fell 
at  his  feet.  General  KnoK  grn»|iod  his  (irni. 
"  My  dear  general,"  excUifued  he,  "  we  cun't 
•pare  you  yeu"  ■"  It  is  a  spc-nl  ball,"  replied 
Washington  quietly  ;  "  uo  barm  is  done." 

Wlien  all  was  over  and  tl;e  redoubtn  were 
taken,  be  drew  a  long  breath,  aud  turning  to 
Knox,  observed,  -Tbe  work  is  done,  aii-l  ""U 
diM</'  TiMiu  called  u>  bis  aervant,  "  William, 
fanigmB  atj  bone." 

In  his  diapaubea  he  declared  tliat  in  these  as- 
■nlB  tKMhii^  ooHld  exceed  tbe  finaueM  >ud 
bnxerj  at  ilie  tnwfis.  LaStyetU  alto  Utni^ed 
to  tte  eonduct  of  Colooel  HamiHoo.  "  wbwe 
*'eII-ktiowTi  tnijwic  fv^  gtBaairj," 
"were   oat    this 


-=    nidoBbu  tbua    taken  *«"=    iifit^^  ^^ 

— »  —atm  ibem  tl«  fciUowiug  d»y.    Tb« 

TOdaoed  Lord  Con'«»»»  '^"^^ 
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to  despair.  Writing  tb.at  same  iliiy  to  Sir  Heniy 
Cliuton,  he  observes,  "  Sly  utuBtion  now  becomes 
very  critical ;  ne  dare  not  show  a  gtiu  to  their 
old  batteries,  and  I  eijiect  that  their  new  o 
will  oj>eii  to-morrow  morning.  .  .  ,  The 
safety  of  the  place  is,  therefore,  so  precarious, 
that  I  cHniiot  rerammend  that  the  lleet  and  army 
should  run  grent  riiik  in  endeavoring  to  suve  us,'* 
—  a  generous  abnegation  of  self  on  the  jiari  of 
the  beleaguered  commander.  Had  the  fleet  and 
army  saileil,  as  he  hod  been  given  to  expect,  about 
the  5th  of  October,  they  might  have  arrived  i 
time  to  save  his  lordship ;  but  at  the  date  of  the 
above  letter  they  were  still  liagvring  in  port.  1 
lay  of  naval  succor  was  fatal  to  British  operations 

The  second  parallel  was  now  nearly  ready  to 
open.  Comwallis  dreaded  the  effect  of  ila  bat- 
teries on  his  almost  (Usmuntled  works.  To  r«litn1 
the  danger  as  much  as  possible,  he  ordered  an 
tack  on  two  of  the  luitteries  that  were  in  the 
greatest  slate  of  forwardness,  their  guns  to  be 
spiked.  It  was  made  a  little  before  daybreak  of 
the  liith.  by  about  tliree  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant-«olonel  Aber- 
cromhie.  He  divided  his  forces ;  a  detachment 
guards  and  a  company  of  grenadiers  attacked  one 
battery,  and  a  corjM  of  light  infantry  the  other. 

The  redoubts  which  covered  the  batteries  were 
forced  in  gallant  style,  and  several  pieces  of  artil- 
lery spiked.  Qj  this  time  the  supporting  troops 
itova  the  trenches  cnme  up,  and  the  enemy  were 
obliged  to  retreiit,  leaving  behiud  them  seven 
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eight  (lead  and  six  prisoners.  The  French  who 
had  gunrd  of  this  part  of  the  trenches,  had  four 
otiiuers  and  twelve  privates  killed  or  wounded, 
mid  tlie  Americans  lost  one  sergeant.  The  mis- 
chief had  been  done  too  linstily.  The  apikta 
were  eerily  extracted,  and  before  evening  all  the 
batteries  and  the  parallel  were  nearly  complete. 

At  this  time  the  garrison  could  not  show  a  gun 
on  the  side  of  the  works  exposed  to  attack,  and 
the  shells  were  nearly  expendeil ;  (he  place  was 
no  longer  tenable.  Rather  than  suneuder,  Com- 
wallU  cletermined  to  attempt  an  escape.  His  plan 
vas  to  leave  his  sick  and  wounded  and  his  bag* 
gage  behind,  cross  over  in  the  utght  to  Gloucester 
Point,  attack  Choisy's  cuinp  before  daybreak, 
mount  his  infantry  on  the  captured  cavalry  horses, 
and  on  such  other  as  could  be  collected  on  the 
road,  push  for  the  upper  country  by  rapid  marches 
untjl  opposite  the  fords  of  the  great  rivers,  then 
turn  suddenly  northward,  force  his  way  through 
Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Jerseys,  and  join 
Sir  Henry  Ointon  in  New  York. 

It  was  a  wild  and  daring  scheme,  but  his  situ* 
atioii  was  desperate,  and  the  idea  of  surrender 
intolerable. 

Ill  pursuance  of  this  design,  sixteen  large  boats 
were  secretly  prejiareii ;  a  detachment  was  ap- 
pointed to  remtuu  aud  capitulate  for  the  town's 
people,  the  sick  and  the  wounded ;  a  large  part 
of  the  troops  were  trausporteil  to  the  Gloucester 
side  of  the  river  before  midnight,  and  the  second 
division  had  actually  embarked,  wheu  a  violent 
Blorm  of  wind  and  rain  scattered  the  boats,  and 
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drore  them  a  cooridenMe  d 

Tbey  w«re  tunecUd  wiih  diflicBl^. 

too  laU  to  effect  the  pi— ge  of  tbe  s 

km  before  daybfcak,  and  an  cffiirt  « 

gel  back  the  dhisioQ  which  haA  i 

It  iras  not  done  nutfl  the  monung  1 

vanced.  mid  the  trDojM  ii 

to  the  fin  of  the  Americaii  iMtieries. 

Tbe  hopes  or  Lord  Cornwallia  irera  dot  at  an 
end.  Hie  woils  were  tumbling  in  nuna  about 
him,  nnder  an  ince»ant  cannonade  ;  his  garrinn 
was  redaced  in  nnmber  by  sickness  and  death,  and 
ezfasiuled  by  couaiunt  wHt>:^Dg  and  terere  datj. 
Unwilling  to  expose  tbe  rcaidoe  of  the  brave 
troops  which  hod  Blood  bj  him  eo  ^thliilly.  to 
the  dangers  and  horrora  of  an  aseault,  which 
could  not  fail  to  be  euccessful.  be  ordered  a  par- 
ley to  be  beaten  about  !«□  o'clock  on  the  manung 
of  the  I7Lh,  and  dispatched  a  flag  with  a  letter 
to  Washington  proposiog  a  cessation  of  liosdli- 
ties  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  that  two  offijC«n 
might  be  appointed  by  each  side  to  meet  and  set 
tie  terms  for  the  Burreuder  of  tlie  posts  of  York- 
town  and  Glouceeter. 

Washington  felt  unwilling  lo  grant  such  delay, 
when  reinforcementA  might  be  on  the  way  for 
Comwallis  from  New  Tork.  In  reply,  therefore, 
he  requested  that,  previous  to  the  meeting  of  com- 
missioners, his  lordship's  proposiils  might  be  sent 
in  writing  to  the  American  lines,  for  which  pur- 
pose a  snB}ieuBion  of  hostilities  during  two  hours 
from  the  delivery  of  the  letter,  would  be  granted. 
This  was  complied  with;  but  as    the  proiiosals 
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offered  by  Comwallis  were  not  all  admissible, 
Washington  drew  up  a  scliedule  of  such  terms  as 
he  woultl  gniut,  and  trauanutted  it  to  his  lordship. 

The  armistice  was  prolouged.  CooimissiDuers 
met,  the  Viacoimt  de  Nonilles  mid  Lieutenant' 
colonel  Laurens  on  the  part  of  the  allies  ;  Colout;! 
Danilaa  nnd  Mujor  Uuhs  on  the  part  of  the  Bi'il- 
isL  After  muuh  discussiou,  a  rough  drafl  was 
made  of  the  terms  of  capitulation  to  be  submit- 
ted to  the  British  general.  These  WMhington 
caused  to  be  promptly  trauscrihed,  and  sent  to 
Lord  Cornwallts  early  in  the  morning  of  tho  19th, 
with  a  note  expressing  his  expectation  tliut  they 
would  be  signed  by  eleveu  o'clodt,  and  that  the 
garrison  would  be  ready  Co  march  out  by  two 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Lord  CornwMllia  was 
&in  to  comply,  aud,  accordingly,  on  the  same  day, 
the  posts  of  Yorktown  aud  Gloucester  were  sur- 
rendered to  General  Washington  as  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  combined  army ;  and  the  ships  of 
war,  transports,  and  other  vessels,  to  the  Couut  de 
Graase,  as  commander  of  ilie  French  flecL  The 
garrison  of  Yorktown  and  Gloucester,  including 
the  officers  of  the  navy  and  seamen  of  every  de- 
nomination, were  lo  surrender  as  prisoners  of 
war  to  the  combined  army ;  the  land  force  to  re- 
main prisoners  to  the  United  States,  the  seamen 
to  the  King  of  France. 

The  garrison  was  to  be  allowed  the  same  hon- 
ors grunted  to  the  garrison  of  Charleston  when  it 
surrendered  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  The  officers 
were  to  retain  ttieir  side  arms  ;  botli  officers  and 
Boidiera   their  private  property,  and  no  part  of 
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thdr  haggago  or  papers  was  to  be  snbject  to 
eearcli  or  iospectun.  The  soldiers  were  to  be 
'kffpi  in  Tu-giDW,  Huyl&ud.  or  Pcnnsylraiuft.  as 
much  tif  rc^meDts  as  possiMe,  and  supplied  with 
the  same  ratioBi  of  provislous  as  the  American 
soldieK.  The  officers  were  to  be  petmitted  to 
pnv<e^  upon  parole,  to  Europe  or  to  any  t&an- 
time  port  on  the  oontineot  of  America  in  poaaes- 
siub  of  British  traops.  The  -BmeUo  sloop-of- 
war  was  to  be  al  the  disposal  of  Lord  CornwaUia; 
to  convej  an  Mde-de-camp,  with  di^iatclieB  to 
Sir  Hcnnr  Clinton,  mih  mdi  soldiers  as  he  mi^iC 
think  proper  to  seod  to  New  York,  and  was  to 
sail  witiiont  examination.  (We  will  here  obserre 
that  ill  iliis  vessel,  tLaa  protected  from  serotinj, 
a  uumtxT  of  royalists,  whose  conduc-t  had  r«D- 
dded  ilieia  peenliariy  odious  to  their  ootmtiTineii, 
privntely  took  their  departure.) 

It  was  arranged  in  the  allied  camp  that  Gen- 
eral lioooln  sbonM  reed-ve  tbe  sabndssioii  of  the 
Toyal  army,  predsely  in  the  manner  in  which  the 
snbmisaoD  of  haa  own  anny  had  been  reoeivod  on 
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the  surrender  of  Charleston.  An  eye-witness 
has  given  us  a  graphic  description  of  the  ceremony. 

"  At  about  twelve  o'clock  the  combined  army 
was  drawn  up  in  two  lines  more  than  a  mile  in 
length,  the  Americana  on  the  right  side  of  the 
the  road,  the  French  on  tlieir  left.  Wanhington, 
mounted  on  n  noble  isteed,  and  attended  by  his  staff, 
was  in  front  of  the  former ;  the  Count  de  Rocham- 
beau  and  his  suite,  of  the  latter,  Tlio  French 
troops  in  complete  uniform,  and  well  equipped, 
made  a  brilliant  appearance,  and  hail  marched  (o 
the  ground  with  a  band  of  music  playing,  wliicli 
was  a  novelty  in  the  American  service.  The 
American  troops,  but  part  in  uniform,  and  all  in 
garments  much  the  worse  for  wear,  yet  had  a 
spirited,  soldier-like  air,  and  were  not  the  worse  in 
the  eyes  of  their  countrymen  for  bearing  the 
marks  of  hard  service  and  great  privations.  The 
concourse  of  spectators  from  the  country  seemed 
eqoal  in  number  to  the  military,  yet  silence  and 
order  prevailed. 

"  About  two  o'clock  the  garrison  sallied  forth, 
and  passed  through  with  shouldered  arras,  slow 
and  solemn  steps,  colors  cased,  and  drums  beat- 
ing a  Britisli  march.  They  were  all  well  clad, 
having  been  funiished  with  new  suits  prior  to  the 
capitulation.  They  were  led  by  General  O'Hara 
on  horseback,  who,  riding  up  to  General  Wash- 
ington, took  oW  his  hat  and  apologized  for  the 
non-appearance  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  on  account 
of  indisposition.  Washington  received  him  with 
dignified  courtesy,  but  pointed  to  Major-general 
Lincoln  as  the  officer  who  was  to  receive  the  sub- 
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roiasioo  of  the  garrison.  By  liim  the;  were  oon* 
ducted  into  a  field  where  Ihe;  were  to  ground 
their  arms.  In  paesiug  through  the  line  fonoeil 
by  the  ullied  army,  tlieJr  march  was  careless  and 
uregDliir,  and  their  aspect  sulleo,  the  order  to 
"ground  arma"  waa  given  by  iheir  plutoon  offi- 
cer with  a  tone  of  deep  chagrin,  aitd  many  of  the 
soldiers  threw  down  their  musketa  with  a.  violence 
BuHicie&t  to  break  them.  This  irregularity  was 
checked  by  General  Lincoln  ;  yet  it  was  exoiua- 
ble  iu  brave  men  in  their  unfortunate  predica- 
ment. This  ceremony  over,  tliey  were  conducted 
back  to  Torktown,  to  remain  under  guard  untO 
removed  lo  tJieir  places  of  destination.**  ^ 

On  the  following  morning,  Washington  in  gen- 
eral orders  congratulated  ibe  allied  armies  on  the 
recent  victory,  awarding  high  praise  to  the  offi- 
cers and  troa|>s  both  French  and  Americiuij  for 
their  conduct  during  the  siege,  and  specifying  by 
name  several  of  the  generals  and  other  officers 
who  hod  especially  distinguished  themselves.  All 
those  of  his  army  who  were  under  arrest,  were 
pardoned  and  set  at  liberty.  "  Divine  service," 
it  was  added,  "is  to  be  performed  to-morrow  in 
the  several  farigades  and  divisions.  Tlie  com- 
mander-in-diief  earnestly  recommends  that  the 
troops,  not  on  duty,  should  universally  attend, 
with  that  seriousness  of  deportment  and  gratitude 
of  heart  which  the  recc^nitiou  of  such  rdterated 
and  astonishing  interpositions  of  Providence  de- 
mand of  ua.*' 

Cornwallis  felt  deeply  the  humiliation  of  this 
1  Tbicher,  p.  316. 
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close  to  all  hia  wide  and  wild  campitigning,  nod 
was  made  more  sensitive  on  the  subject  by  cir- 
camstancea  of  which  he  soon,  becnmo  appmed. 
On  the  very  day  that  he  had  been  compelled  to 
lay  down  his  arms  before  Torktown,  the  linger- 
ing armament  intended  for  his  relief  sailed  from 
New  York.  It  consisted  of  twenty-five  ships  of 
the  line,  two  fifty-gun  ships,  and  eight  frigates ; 
with  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  seven  thousand  of 
his  best  troops.  Sir  Henry  arrived  off  the  Capes 
of  Virginia  on  the  24th,  and  gathered  informa- 
tion  which  led  him  to  apprehend  that  Lord 
Comwallis  had  capitulated.  He  hovered  off  the 
month  of  the  Chesapeake  until  the  29th,  when, 
having  fully  ascertained  that  he  bad  come  too 
late,  he  tomed  bis  tardy  prows  toward  New 
Tork. 

Cornwallis,  in  a  letter  written  snljseqnently, 
renders  the  following  testimony  (o  the  condnct 
of  his  captors  :  "  Tlie  treatment,  in  general,  that 
we  have  received  from  the  enemy  suice  onr  sur- 
render has  been  perfectly  good  and  proper  ;  but 
Ihe  kindness  and  atrention  that  has  been  shown  to 
us  by  the  French  officers  in  particular,  their  deli- 
cate sensibility  of  our  situation,  their  generous  and 
pressing  offer  of  money,  both  public  and  private, 
to  any  amount,  has  really  gone  beyond  what  I 
can  possibly  describe,  and  will,  I  hope,  make  an 
impression  in  the  breast  of  every  officer,  when- 
ever the  fortune  of  war  shall  put  any  of  them 
into  our  power." 

In  the  mean  time,  the  rejoicings  which  Wash- 
ington had  commenced  with  appropriate  solemni- 
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i  camp,  had  apresd  through' 
out  the  Union.  "  Comwullis  is  taken  !  "  was  the 
universal  acclaim.  It  was  considered  a  death- 
blow to  the  war. 

Congress  gave  way  to  traasporta  of  joy. 
Thanks  were  voted  to  the  commander-in-chief,  to 
the  Counts  De  Kochambeau  and  De  Grasse,  to 
the  ofBeei-s  of  the  allied  armies  generally,  find 
to  the  corps  of  artillery  and  engineers  especially. 
Two  stands  of  coloi's,  trophies  of  the  capitulation, 
were  voted  to  Washington,  two  pieces  of  field  ord- 
nance to  De  Rochambeau  and  De  Grasse ;  and 
it  was  decreed  Uiat  a  marble  column,  commemo- 
rative of  the  alliance  between  France  and  tlie 
TTiiited  States,  and  of  tho  victory  achieved  by 
their  assodated  arms,  should  be  erected  in  York- 
town.  Finally,  Congress  issued  a  proclamation, 
Appointing  n  day  for  general  thanksgiving  and 
prayer,  in  acknowledgment  of  this  signal  inter- 
jiosiiion  of  Divine  Providence- 
Far  different  was  the  feeling  of  the  British 
miiiiKtry  when  news  of  tlie  event  reached  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic  Lord  George  Ger- 
mnine  was  the  first  to  announce  it  to  Lord  North 
at  his  ofGce  in  DoHiiing  StreeL  "  And  how  did 
he  take  it  ?  "  was  the  iniiuiry.  "  As  he  would 
have  taken  a  ball  in  the  breast,"  replied  Lord 
George,  "  for  he  opened  his  arms,  exclaiming 
wildly  us  he  paced  up  and  down  the  apartment, 
.  0  God  !  it  is  all  over ! '  "  » 

■  Wnuatl's  BUtorictii  litmairt,  vol.  ii.  p.  09. 
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CHAPTER  XXIX. 

DiswlutioQ  of  Ihe  Combined  Ariuiei.  —  Wnshington  al  Ei- 
thain — U<alh  of  Jolin  Psrke  Cualis.  —  Waahington  at 
Hnunl  Vcnioa.  —  ComapDodcnce  about  the  Next  Cam- 
paign.—  LBfafettB  Bails  for  France. —  Wasbingtan  stimu- 
latee  Corgreu  to  Military  Prpparationn.  —  Project  to  aur- 
priu  und  cany  olT  Prince  William  Henry  Crom  Nevr  York. 
—  Tho  Case  of  CnpWio  Asgill. 

j^ralASHINGTON  wc.W  have  followed  up 

@a^|  billed  operation  agtiiiist  Charlealon,  and 
addresxcil  ii  letter  to  the  Count  de  Grnsse  on  the 
BDbjecl,  but  the  couut  ikllegtd  in  reply  that  the 
orders  of  bis  court,  ulterior  projects,  aod  his  en- 
gRgemeiiis  with  the  SpiLniards,  rendered  it  iinpoa- 
Bible  to  remain  the  neceBsary  time  for  the  opera- 

The  prosecution  of  the  Southern  war,  there- 
fore, upoa  the  broad  scale  which  Washington  had 
mpjated,  had  to  be  relinquished  ;  for  without 
shipping  and  a  convoy,  the  troops  and  everything 
necNsary  for  a  siege  would  have  to  be  traneported 
by  land  with  immense  trouble,  expense,  and  delay; 
while  the  enemy,  by  means  of  their  fleets,  could 
reinforce  or  withdraw  Ihe  garrison  at  pleasure. 

Under  these  circuni9l4mces,  WaBhinglon  had  to 
t  himself,  for  the  preaenl,  with  detaching 
two  thousand  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Vir- 
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ginia  coDtinentftl  troops,  iioder  General  S<-  Clair, 
for  the  support  of  General  Greene,  trusting  that, 
with  this  aid,  he  would  be  able  lo  command  the 
interior  of  South  Carolina,  and  confine  the  ea^nj 
to  the  town  of  Charleaton. 

A  dissolution  of  the  combined  forces  now  took 
ptiice.  The  Murquia  St.  Simon  embarked  Ilia 
troops  on  the  last  of  October,  and  the  Count  de 
Gra^ae  made  »ai!  on  the  4th  of  November,  taking 
with  him  two  beautiful  horses  which  WaBhington 
had  preaeuted  lo  him  in  token  of  cordial  regard. 

Lafuyette,  seeing  there  was  no  probabililj''  of 
further  active  service  in  the  present  year,  resolved 
to  return  lo  Prance  on  a  visit  to  his  family,  and, 
with  Washington's  approbation,  set  out  for  Fhil> 
adelphia  to  obtain  leave  of  absence  from  Con- 

The  British  prisoners  were  marched  to  Win- 
chester in  Virginia,  and  Frederickatown  in  Mary- 
land, and  Lord  Comwallia  and  his  principal  offi- 
cers sailed  for  New  York  on  parole. 

The  main  part  of  llic  American  army  embarked 
for  the  Head  of  Elk,  and  returned  northward 
under  the  command  of  General  Lincohi,  to  be 
cantoned  for  the  winter  in  the  .Jerseys  and  on  the 
Hudson,  so  ns  to  be  ready  for  operations  against 
New  York,  or  elsewhere,  in  the  next  year's  cam- 
paign. 

Tlie  French  army  were  to  remain  for  the  win- 
ter, in  Virginia,  and  the  Count  de  Rochambeau 
established  his  head-quarters  at  Williamsburg. 

Having  attended  in  person  to  the  distribution  of 
ordnance  aud  t^torea,  the  departure  of  prisoners, 
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end  Ihe  embarkation  of  iLe  troops  under  Lincoln, 
Washington  left  Yorktown  on  llie  5th  of  Novem- 
ber, and  nrriTed  the  aarae  day  at  Eltiitini,  the 
Beat  of  his  friend  Colonel  Bussett.  He  arrived 
just  in  time  to  rbceivc  the  last  brcatli  of  John 
Parke  Cuslis,  tha  son  of  Mrs.  Washiuglon,  na 
he  had,  aeveral  years  previously,  rendered  tender 
and  pious  ofitces  at  the  death-bed  of  his  sister, 
Miss  Custis.  The  deceased  hod  been  an  object 
of  WaBhinglon'a  care  from  childhood,  and  been 
cherished  by  Eiim  with  pnternal  affection.  Formed 
under  his  guidance  and  inslrui^tions,  he  had  been 
fitted  to  take  a  part  in  the  public  concerns  of  his 
country,  and  had  acquitted  hiinself  nith  credit 
OS  a  member  of  Ihe  Virginia  Legislature.  He 
was  but  twenty -eight  years  old  at  the  time  of  hia 
death,  and  lefl  a  widow  and  four  young  childreo. 
It  was  an  unexpected  eveiil,  and  the  dying  scene 
was  rendered  pecidiarly  afTecting  from  the  pres- 
ence of  the  mother  and  ivife  of  the  deceased. 
WaBhiuglon  remained  several  days  at  EUliam  to 
comfort  them  in  their  afflictions.  As  a  consolation 
to  Mrs.  Washington  in  her  bereavement,  he 
adopted  the  two  youngest  children  of  the  de- 
ceased, a  boy  and  girl,  who  ihenceforlh  formed 
a  part  of  his  immediate  family. 

From  Ehham,  Washington  proceeded  to  Mount 
Vernou  ;  but  public  cares  gave  him  little  leisure  to 
dllend  to  Ilia  private  concerns.  We  have  seen  bow 
repeatedly  his  steady  mind  had  been  csercised  id 
Ihe  darkest  times  of  the  revolutionary  struggle, 
in  buoying  up  the  public  heart  when  sinking  into 
despondency.     He  had  now  an  opposite  task  to 
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pQrfbrm,  1o  guard  ngHiiist  an  overweeulrig  con- 
fidence iiitipired  by  (lie  recent  Iriumpli.  In  a  let- 
ter to  General  Greene,  he  writes  :  "  T  sliall  re- 
main but  u  few  days  bere,  and  sliall  proceed  la 
PhilHdelphia,  wbcii  I  shall  attempt  to  stimulala 
~  I   the  best   improvement  of  our  laie 

ss,  by  taking  ihe  moat  vigorous  and  effeclual 
I  be  ready  for  an  early  and  decisive 
campaign  the  next  year.  My  greatest  fear  is, 
that  Congress,  viewing  this  stroke  in  loo  impor- 
tant a  point  of  light,  muy  think  our  work  loo 
nearly  closed,  and  will  fall  into  a  stale  of  languor 
and  relaxHlion.  To  prevent  this  error,  I  shall 
employ  every  means  in  my  power,  and  if,  unhap- 
pily, we  sink  iuio  that  falal  miatake,  no  part  of 
the  blame  shall  be  mine." 

In  a  letter  written  at  tlie  same  time  to  La&y- 
eite,  who,  having  obtained  from  Congress  an  in- 
definite leave  of  absence,  was  about  to  sail,  tie 
saya  :  "  I  owe  it  to  your  friend^tliip  and  to  my 
affectionate  regard  for  you,  my  dear  mai-quis,  not 
to  let  you  leave  this  country,  without  carrying 
with  you  IVcsh  marks  of  my  attachment  to  you, 
and  new  expressions  of  the  high  aenae  7  euterl^n 
of  your  military  conduct,  and  other  important 
services  in  the  course  of  the  last  campaign."  la 
reply  to  inquiries  which  tlie  marquis  hod  made 
respecting  llie  operations  of  the  coming  year,  he 
declai'es  that  everthing  must  depend  ateolutely 
for  success  upon  the  naval  force  to  be  employed 
in  these  seas  and  the  time  of  its  appearance.  **  No 
land  force,"  writes  he,  "  can  act  decisively  luiless 
it  is  accompanied  by  a  maritime  superiority ;  nor 
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can  more  than  negative  BdvatitagcB  be  expected 
withoat  it.  For  proof  of  this  we  have  only  to 
recur  to  the  instances  of  the  case  and  liicility 
with  which  the  Briiish  shifted  their  ground,  aa 
advantages  were  to  be  obtained  at  eittier  extrem- 
ity of  the  continent,  and  to  their  lale  heavy  loss 
the  momeut  they  failiid  in  their  naval  superiority, 

.  .  .  A  doul>t  did  not  exist,  nor  does  it  at 
this  moment,  in  any  raaii's  miud,  of  the  total  ex- 
t.irpalioti  of  the  British  force  in  the  Carolinas  and 
Georgia,  if  the  Count  de  Grasse  could  have  ex- 
tended  hb  cooperation  two  months  longer." 

We  may  add  here  that  Congress,  after  resolu- 
tions highly  coinplimeulary  to  the  marquis,  had, 
through  the  secretary  of  foreign  affuirs,  recom- 
mended to  the  ministers  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States,  resident  in  Europe,  to  confer  with 
the  marquis,  and  avail  themselves  of  his  iufomia- 
tioQ  relative  to  the  situation  of  national  atfairs, 
wbich  information  the  various  beads  of  depart- 
ments were  instructed  to  furnish  him ;  and  he 
was  furthermore  made  the  bearer  of  a  letter  to 
his  sovereign,  recommending  him  in  the  strongest 
terms  to  the  royal  (Mnsideraiion.  Much  was  an- 
ticipated from  tlie  generous  zeal  of  Lafayette,  and 
the  influence  he  would  be  able  to  exercise  in 
France,  in  favor  of  the  American  cause. 

Towards  the  end  of  November,  Wasliingtou  was 
in  Philadelphia,  wliere  Congress  received  hiin 
with  distinguished  honors.  He  lost  no  lime  in 
enforcing  the  policy  respecting  the  ensuing  cam- 
paign, wliich  he  had  set  tiirlh  in  his  letters  to  Gen- 
eral Greene  and  the  marquis.     His  views  were 
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met  by  the  military  comrailtee  of  Congre 
wliich  he  WHS  in  fi-equent  cuns  alia  lion,  and  by  the 
secretaries  of  war,  diitiiicti,  and  public  tiffiurs,  who 
attended  their  ooufereiices.  Under  liis  impulse 
nud  personal  supervision,  the  military  arraugemenls 
for  1782  were  matte  with  unusual  dispatch.  On  the 
lOth  ofDecumber  resolutions  were  pnsaed  ia  Coa- 
gress  for  requbilioos  of  men  and  money  from  the 
several  States;  and  Washington  backed  those  req- 
uisitions by  letters  to  the  respective  governors, 
urgiug  prompt  coRipliancM.  Strenuous  exertions, 
too,  were  mode  by  Dr.  Franklin,  then  o 
France,  to  secure  a  coulinuance  of  elficiuut  aid 
from  that  power ;  and  a  loan  of  iVL  millioua  had 
been  promised  by  the  king  aller  beariug  of  the 
capitulation  of  Yorktot 

The  persnnsiun  that    peace  was  at  band  was, 
however,  too  prevalent  for  the  public  to  be  roused 
to  new  sacrilices  and  toib  to  maintain  what  n 
considered  the  mere  shadow  of  a  war.    The  Stat«B 
were  slow  in  furnishing  a  small  part  of  their  i 
epective  quotas  of  troops,  atid  still  slower  in  a 
sWering  to  the  rcqnisitions  for  money. 

After  remaining  four  months  iu  Philadelphia, 
Washington  set  out  in  March  lo  rejoin  the  army 
at  Newburg  ou  the  Hudson, 
rislowu  in  the  Jei'aeya  on  the 
project  was  submitted  to  bin 
iliias  Ogden,  of  the  Jersey  liui 
Henry,'  son  of  the  king  of  England,  who  was 
serving  as  a  midshipman  in  the  fleet  of  Admiral 
Digby,  was  at  thut  liiue  in  New  York  with  the 

1  Afterwards  WilJiim  IV. 


,  Mor- 
28th,  when  a  bold 
I  by  Colonel  Mat- 
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admiral,  an  object  of  great  iiLleiiliou  to  tbe  Rriuj, 
and  lite  lory  part  of  tbu  inhikbitanta.  The  proj- 
ect of  Colonel  Ogden  wiis  to  surprise  tbe  prince 
and  tbe  admiral  at  their  quarters  in  the  city,  ami 
bring  Cliem  off  prisouers.  He  was  to  be  aided  in 
the  enterprise  by  a  capiuin,  a  subitheni,  three  aer- 
geunts,  aud  iliirly-siK  men.  They  were  to  embark 
I'l'om  the  Jersey  shore  ou  a  raiuy  night  iu  four 
wbole-boata,  well  maimed,  and  rowed  with  muffled 
uai-3,  aud  were  to  laud  in  Xew  York  at  ball-pasl 
a!ue,  at  a  wharf  not  far  from  the  quarters  of  the 
priuce  and  admiral,  mbicb  were  iu  Hauover  Sijuiire. 
Fart  of  tbe  men  were  to  guard  the  boats,  wliile 
Colonel  Ogdeu  with  a  stroug  party  was  to  proceed 
to  the  house,  force  the  doors  if  necessary,  aud  cap- 
ture tbe  priuce  and  admiral.  Iu  returning  to  the 
boats,  part  of  (be  men,  armed  with  guns  aud  bayo- 
nets, were  to  precede  tbe  prisoners,  aud  part  to  fol- 
low at  half  a  guusbut  distance,  to  give  front  to  ihe 
euemy  until  ail  were  embarked. 

Tbe  plan  was  approved  by  Washington,  but 
Colonel  Ogdeu  was  ehai'ged  to  be  careful  that  uo 
insult  or  indignity  be  ofii^red  to  tbe  prince  or 
ndmiruj,  sbonld  tbey  be  captured.  Tbey  were,  ou 
the  contrary,  to  be  treated  with  all  possible  re- 
epooi,  and  conveyed  without  delay  to  Congress. 

How  fur  an  attempt  was  made  to  carry  this 
plan  into  operation,  is  not  known.  An  exagger- 
ated alarm  aeeius  to  have  been  awakened  by  ex- 
travagant reports  ciruuluied  in  New  York,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  following  citation  from  a  paper  ot 
letter  dated  April  23d,  aud  iraiismitted  by  Wasb- 
iuglou  to  Ogden ;  — 
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'•  Great  stem  lo  be  iheir  apprehensione  here. 
About  a  forinight  ago  a  number  of  (lal-boata  were 
discovereJ  by  a  Aeiitinel  from  llie  baak  of  iLe 
river  (IIlhIsod),  wliicb  are  saM  lo  have  been  in- 
leaded  to  fire  the  suburbs,  nud  in  die  height  of 
the  coDHiigralion  to  make  a  ileaceot  on  the  lower 
pnrt  of  the  city,  aad  vrrest  Iruni  our  embraces  his 
Excellency  Sir  Heiiry  CUuton,  Prince  William 
Henry,  and  several  other  illaalrioua  personages  — 
since  which,  great  precautious  have  heeii  taken 
for  the  security  of  those  genlleraBn,  by  Bugment- 
ing  the  guards,  and  to  render  tlieir  persons  ae  lit- 
tle exposed  as  possible." 

These  precautions  very  probably  disconcerted 
the  project  of  Colonel  Ogden,  of  which  we  Und  uo 
other  traces. 

In  a  recent  letter  to  General  Greene,  Washing- 
ton had  expressed  himself  strongly  on  tlie  subject 
of  retalinlion.  "  Of  all  lavrs  it  is  the  most  diffi- 
cult to  execute,  where  you  bare  not  the  traus- 
gressor  himself  ia  your  possession.  Humanity 
will  ever  interfere,  and  plead  strongly  against  the 
sacrifice  of  an  innocent  person  for  the  guilt  of 
another." 

It  was  but  three  or  four  months  after  this  writ- 
ing, thut  his  judgment  and  feelings  were  put  to 
the  proof  in  this  respect.  We  have  had  occasion 
lo  notice  the  marauds  of  the  New  York  refugees  in 
the  Jerseys.  One  of  their  number  by  tlie  name  of 
Philip  White  had  been  captured  by  the  Jersey  peo- 
ple, and  killed  iu  attempting  to  escape  from  those 
who  were  conducting  him  to  Monmouth  jail.  Hie 
partisans  in  New  York  determined  ou  a  signal  re- 
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veDge.  Captaiu  Juaepii  Huddy,  an  ardent  whig, 
who  had  been  captured  wheti  bravely  defeiidiog  a 
block-house  iu  Moomoulh  Connty,  atid  carried 
captive  to  New  York,  wna  now  drawn  fortli  from 
prison,  conducted  into  the  Jerseys  by  a  parly  of 
refugees,  headed  by  n  capiaiu  Lippencotl,  tinil 
banged  ou  the  lieighis  of  Middlelowu  with  n  la- 
bel  affixed  to  his  breast,  bearing  the  inscription, 
"  Up  goes  Hnddy  foi-  Philip  While." 

Tlie  neigliboring  country  cried  out  for  retiilJa- 
tioii>  Washington  aubmicted  the  matter,  wiili  nil 
the  evidence  furnished,  to  n  board  of  general  and 
field  officers.  It  vius  unanimously  determined  thnt 
the  offender  should  l>e  demanded  for  cxeculiaii, 
and,  if  Dot  given  up,  that  retaliation  should  be  ex- 
ercised  on  a  British  prisoner  of  equal  rank. 
Washioglon  accordingly  sent  proois  to  Sir  Henry 
Clinloti  of  what  he  aligmatizeil  as  a  raunler,  and 
demanded  that  Captain  Lippencott,  or  the  officer 
who  commanded  the  execution  of  Cttjilain  Huddy, 
should  he  given  up  i  or  if  that  officer  should  be 
inferior  in  rank,  to  maiiy  of  the  perpetraLors  as 
would,  according  lo  iho  tariff"  of  exchange,  be  hu 
equivalent.  "To  do  this,"  said  be,  "will  mark  the 
justice  of  your  Excellency's  character.  In  failure 
of  it,  I  shall  hold  myself  justifiable  in  the  eyes  of 
God  and  man,  for  the  inuaaure  to  which  I  will  re- 

Sir  Henry  declined  a  compliance,  but  stated 
that  he  hail  ordt;re<l  a  strict  inquiry  into  the  cii'- 
cumstances  of  Ciiplain  Iluddy's  death,  and  would 
bring  the  perpetrators  of  it  lo  immediate  trial. 

Washington  about  the  same  time  received  the 
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copy  of  a  resolution  of  Congress  approving  of  his 
firm  and  judicious  conduct,  in  his  application 
the  British  general  at  New  Tork,  and  promising 
to  support  him  "  in  bis  fixed  purpose  of  exemploiy 
relHliaiioQ." 

He  accordingly  ordered  a  selection  to  be  made 
hy  lot,  for  the  above  purpose,  from  among  tlie 
British  officers,  prisoners  at  Lancaster  in  Penn' 
aytvania.  To  enhance  the  painful  nature  of  tlie 
case,  the  lot  fell  upon  Captain  Charles  Asgill,  of 
the  Guards,  a  youth  only  nineteen  years  of  age,  of 
au  amiable  character  and  high  hopes  and  expec- 
tations, being  only  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Charles 
Asgill.  a  wealthy  baronet 

The  youtli  bore  his  lot  with  firmness,  but  his 
fellow  prisoners  were  incensed  at  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  for  exposing  him  to  such  a  fate  by  ri 
fusing  to  deliver  up  the  culprit.  One  of  their 
number,  a  son  of  the  Earl  of  Ludlow,  solicited 
permission  from  Washington  to  proceed  to  New 
Tork  and  lay  the  case  before  Sir  Guy  Carletnr 
who  had  succeeded  in  command  to  Sir  Heury 
Clinton.  In  granting  t(,  Washington  intimated 
that,  thougli  deeply  affected  by  the  unhappy  fate 
to  which  Captain  Asgill  was  subjected,  and  de- 
voutly wishing  that  his  life  might  be  spared,  there 
was  but  one  alternative  that  could  save  bira,  of 
which  the  British  commander  must  be  awiire. 

The  matter  remained  for  some  time  in  sus- 
[>ense.  Washington  had  ordered  that  Capisio 
Asgill  should  be  treated  "  with  every  tender 
n  and  politeness  (consistent  with  his  pr 
')n),  which  his  rank,  fortune,  and  con- 
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nectiuns,  together  with  lib  utifortutiiite  stale,  de- 
raatided,"  and  the  captain  liimself  acknowledged 
ID  nrltiDg  the  feeling  aud  attentive  manner  in 
which  those  commaDds  were  executed.  Bnt  on 
the  question  of  retaliation   Washiugloa  remained 

Lippeneolt  was  at  length  tried  by  a  court-inar- 
tial,  but,  after  a  long  sitting,  acquitted,  it  appear- 
ing tliat  he  had  acted  under  the  verbal  orders  of 
Governor  Frniiklin,  president  of  ihe  board  of  as- 
sociated loyalists.  The  British  mniiDander  rep- 
robated the  death  of  Caplaiu  Huddy,  and  broke 
up  ihe  board. 

These  circiimstances  cJinngeJ  in  some  degree 
the  ground  u[Hin  which  Washington  was  proceed- 
ing. He  laid  the  wliole  matter  before  Congress, 
admitted  Captain  Asgill  on  paiole  at  Morristown, 
and  subsequently  intimated  to  the  BecretAry  of 
war  bis  private  opinion  in  favor  of  his  release, 
with  permiftsion  to  go  lo  his  friends  in  Europe. 

In  Ihe  mean  time  Lady  Asgill,  the  mother  of 
the  youth,  had  written  a  pathetic  letter  to  the 
Count  de  Vergennes,  the  French  minister  of  state, 
imploring  his  intercession  in  beliulf  of  her  son. 
The  letter  was  shown  lo  the  king  aud  queen,  and 
by  their  direction  the  count  wrote  to  Washington 
soliciting  llie  liberation  of  Asgill,  Washington, 
as  has  been  shown,  had  already  suggested  liis  re- 
lease, and  was  annoyed  at  the  delay  of  Cungress 
in  the  matter.  Ho  now  referred  to  that  body 
Llie  communication  from  the  count,  aud  urged  a 
favoruble  decision.  To  his  great  relief,  he  re- 
ceived tlieir  directions  to  set  Captaiu  Asgill  at 
liberty. 
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Tfaii,  like  tbe  case  of  itie  nnlbniuuie  Andr^ 
waa  one  of  the  painlnl  and  trying  predicKnMfUs 
io  whidi  a  strict  sense  of  poUic  dul/  oUiged 
WasfaiDglon  (o  do  violeuoe  U>  his  nslural  int- 
pnbes,  aod  be  declares  in  ooe  of  bis  kiiets,  tint 
the  ahuatiaa  of  Capiain  AsgO]  ofteo  filled  him 
with  the  keenest  aogatsh.  "  I  felt  for  him  on 
tnaaj  aocoanls ;  and  uot  the  least  when,  viewing 
him  as  a  maa  of  honor  and  sentimeut,  I  ooosiit- 
ered  how  unfonunale  it  was  for  bitn  llmi  a  wretdi 
who  powessed  neither,  should  be  the  means  of 
canstng  faim  a  single  pang  or  a  disagreeable  sen- 


SOTE. 

White  IbcM  p*f!t*  "n  goiiiE  through  the  press,  re  have  be- 

ton  ua  ID  uulante  of  tlul  consdeitlloiu  regatd  lor  joatwe 
which  ijartsned  Wii<hiiiglaD'«  condnct- 

A  fiToHle  *ide-de  ounp.  Colonel  SudimI  B.  WeMi.  who 
hsd  been  wonaded  in  Ifae  iBtllei  of  Bnnker't  ail)  and  WblU 
Plains,  wan  captured  in  Decculfer.  17T7,  when  commanding  a 
CoBDecticui  njginwat.  and  owompanj'iiig  General  Panoai  in 
a  dcKCDt  npoD  Ijing  Inland.  He  wt*  then  but  !4  yea*  of 
age,  aiul  Ihe  ; oangeat  colonel  in  Ibc  amij.  Proamuig  upMi 
tlie  TaTor  of  General  Wathington,  vbo  had  pronoanced  him 
one  of  tbc  mMt  accompliahcd  gcntlemeD  in  ihe  KrriiK,  b» 
wrote  10  him,  repoidng  hii  captare,  and  bcg^n);  mnal  una- 
uouslf  for  an  immediate  exchange.  Ue  receired  a  prompt, 
but  diMppoinling  repl/.  n'afhington  laniented  bis  anlor- 
luniite  niuditLou-  "It  would  ^ve  me  pleaiure,"  Mid  he, 
"  lo  render  yon  any  tervicet  in  my  power,  but  it  is  imposd- 
lile  for  nw  In  comply  with  your  requeef,  without  violating  Iha 
principles  of  jueti»,  and  Incuiring  a  char^n  "''  partiality." 

ta  (kct,  several  officeni  of  Colonel  Webb's  rank  had  Iweu  ■ 
long  time  in  dnrauce,  and  it  was  a  rule  with  Wanbiiiginu  that 
those  lirM  captured  should  lie  Gnl  released.     Tii  thii  rule  he 
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iDflciiblji  idhered,  bowever  bii  recliii)^  migbt  plead  for  its 
infringement.  Colonel  Webb,  in  coDsequente,  WM  not  ait- 
chanced  unlil  Ihe  preient  year;  vben  WaahiogCon,  still  on 
principles  of  jUBticB.KBvB  hini  tbo  brevet  rank  of  lirigadiet- 
general  and  ibe  cDnunand  of  (be  light  iulaotry. 


CHAFrER  XXX. 


Wajhlnglon  rotitiuues 
brings  Pacific  Nam 
Inwrdiniiiy  Letler  fn 


ilioM.  -  Sir  Guy  Carlelon 
lend  of  the  Armv — Ex- 
Kicola.  —  IndigniDC  Reply 
-  Joiut  Letter  of  Sir  Guy  Qu-leion  awl 
-JnnctiDn  of  Ibe  Allied  Armis  oa  Iht 
mplated  ReJnclJon  of  the  Army. 


^U'l^N  disposing  of  the  case  of  Captain  As- 
S£  |5l  gill^  ne  have  anticipated  dates,  and  must 
yrytSlH  rtvert  to  the  time  when  Wushiugton 
again  established  his  iiead-quarlBrs  at  Kewburg 
on  the  Hudson.  The  soiiciiude  fell  by  him  on 
account  of  the  universal  relaxation  of  the  sioews 
of  war,  was  iiot  allayed  by  reports  of  pacific 
speeches,  aud  taotioiia  made  in  the  Brilish  Par- 
liameot,  which  might  be  delusive.  "  Even  if  the 
iiRtiou  and  parliament,"  said  he,  "  arc  resAllj  in 
earnest  to  obtain  peace  with  America,  it  will,  un- 
doubtedly, be  wisdom  in  us  to  meet  them  with 
great  caution  and  circumapeclion,  and  bj  all 
means  to  keep  our  arms  firm  in  our  hands;  and 
instead  of  relaxing  one  iola  in  our  exertiooa, 
rather  to  spring  forward  with  redouliled  vigor, 
that  we  may  take  the  advantage  of  every  favor- 
able opportunity,  uulil  our  wishes  are  fully  ob- 
tained. No  nation  ever  yet  suQered  lu  treaty  by 
preparing,  even  in  the  monienl  of  negoli^ition, 
most  vigorously  for  the  field." 
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Sir  Guy  Carlelon  arriveil  in  New  York  early 
in  May  to  lake  tlie  place  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
who  lind  solicited  his  recall.  In  a  Iciter  dated 
May  7th,  Sir  Guy  informed  Washington  of  his 
being  joined  with  Admiral  Digby  in  tbs  comtnis- 
siou  of  peace  ;  he  transmitted  at  the  same  time 
printed  copies  of  the  proceedings  in  tlie  House  of 
Comraoua  on  the  4th  of  March,  respecting  an  ad- 
dress to  the  king  in  favor  of  peace  ;  and  of  a  bill 
reported  in  consequence  thereof,  authorizing  tho 
king  to  conclude  a  peace  or  truce  with  the  re- 
volted provinces  of  North  America.  As  this  bill, 
however,  had  not  passed  into  a  law  when  Sir 
Guy  left  England,  it  presented  no  basis  for  n  ne- 
gotiation ;  and  wna  only  cited  by  him  to  show  the 
pa(nfic  disposition  of  tbe  Dritisb  nation,  with  which 
he  professed  the  most  zealous  concurrence.  Still, 
though  multiplied  circumstances  gradually  per- 
suaded Washington  of  a  real  disposition  on  tbe 
part  of  Great  Britain  to  terminate  the  war,  he 
did  not  think  lit  to  relax  bis  preparations  for  hos- 

Great  discontents  prevailed  at  litis  time  in  the 
army,  both  among  officers  and  men.  The  neglect 
of  tbe  Stales  to  furnish  tbeir  proportions  of  the 
sum  voted  by  Congress  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
wRT,  had  lefi  tbe  army  almost  destitute.  There 
was  Bcaroe  money  suflicient  to  feed  tbe  troops 
from  day  to  day ;  indeed,  there  were  days  when 
they  were  absolutely  in  want  of  provisions.  The 
pay  of  the  officers,  too,  was  greatly  in  arrear; 
many  of  them  doubted  whether  they  would  ever 
receive  the  half-pay  decreed  to  them  by  Congress 
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pob&e  at  krpv  lo  tlie  existii^  fbfB  of  gi 
He  toiAtMtei  »  wpaMicmB  bra  ■■  i: 
wiiK  MOioiMl  pnapetitj.  Mid  adnatA  i 
l^tTVcrnmnt  like  tb^  of  Eoglaad  ;  wbidt,  he  (mI 
fw  douW,  on  iu  benefiti  being  properlj  poinled 
ooL,  would  be  readilj  adnpled.  **  In  dial  cue,' 
he  ttdib,  "  it  will,  I  believe,  be  imooDtroTertod, 
thai  llie  Maine  abilities  wbich  bave  led  as  ifaroi^ 
(iilTiciillie*  apparently  ioAunnountable  hj  hmnra 
power,  to  victory  and  glory  ;  llioee  i^nalitiea  that 
have  meriled  and  obtained  the  universal  esteem 
ami  veneration  of  an  army,  would  be  moet  likely 
to  conduct  and  direct  ua  in  the  smoother  pallia  a( 
peace.  Some  people  have  bo  coniujcled  the  idea 
of  tymnny  and  mtjuarchy,  ae  to  find  tl  very  dif- 
Hoult  to  tepurate  tliem.  It  may,  therefore,  be 
roquinite  to  give  tlie  bead  of  such  a  constitution 
IU  I  pruptwe,  some  title  apparently  more  moderate ; 
but,  if  all    other    ibJuga  were   once    ndjueted,  I 
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believe  strong  arguments  miglil  be  produced  for 
admitting   the  title  of  King,  which,  I  cooce 
would  be  atleoded    with  some    maierial    ad' 

^  that  Nicola  whs  but 
the  organ  of  a  military  fnctioD,  liispoeed  lo  make 
the  army  the  Wis  of  nn  eueigetic  goTernment, 
and  to  place  iiim  at  the  bead.  The  sugfre^tio: 
backed  by  the  opportunity,  might  have  templed  a 
man  of  meatier  ambitioo :  from  him  it  drew  the 
fi)llowing  indignant  letter:  — 

"  With  a  mixture  of  great  aurprbe  and  astonish- 
nKDi,  I  have  read  with  attention  the  senllmente 
you  have  submitted  to  my  perusal.     Be  assured, 
sir.  no  occiirreDce  in  the  course  of  the  war  has 
given  nie  more  painful  sensations,  than  your  ii 
fonnation  of  there  being  such  ideas  exisiing  : 
the  army,  as  you  have  expressed,  and  I  muat  vie 
with    abborrenoe,  and    reprehend    with    severity. 
For  the  present,  the  communication  of  them  will 
rest  in  my  own  bosom,  unless  some  further  agitsiion 
of  llie  matter  shall  make  a  disclosure  necesaaiy. 

"  I  am  mudi  at  a  loss  to  conceive  what  part  of 
my  conduct  could  have  given  encouragement  to 
an  address,  which  to  me  seeras  Ug  with  the  great- 
est  miscJiiefs  that  can  befull  my  country.  If  I  am 
not  deceived  in  the  knowledge  of  myself,  yon 
could  not  have  fbuDd  a  person  to  whom  your 
acbemea  are  more  disagreeable.  At  the  same  lime, 
in  justice  to  my  own  feeliogv,  I  must  add.  that 
no  man  possesses  a  more  sincere  wish  to  see  ample 
jtiBiioe  done  to  the  army  ihan  I  do ;  and  as  far  ai 
my  powers  ai>d  influence,  in  a  cooslilutionat  way. 
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exteud,  lliey  gbull  be  empluyeil  to  the  utmost  of 
my  abilities  to  efEL-ut  it,  bIiouIiI  there  be  taiy  oo- 
casion.  Let  me  conjure  you,  then,  if  you  have 
any  regard  for  your  country,  concern  for  yourself, 
or  poaterity,  or  reapect  for  me,  to  bauish  these 
thouglita  from  your  mind,  uiid  never  cominuniote, 
as  from  yourself  or  nuy  one  else,  a  sentiment  of 
the  like  nalure." 

On  ibu  2d  of  August,  Sir  Guy  Carleton  and 
Admiral  Digby  wrote  a  joiut  letter  to  Washington, 
informing  him  thai  tbey  were  acqutiiiiled,  by 
authority,  that  negotiatioua  for  a  general  peace 
had  already  been  eommenced  at  F»ris,  and  thai 
the  independence  of  the  United  States  would  be 
'  iu  the  first  instance  by  the  British  oom- 
',  instead  of  beiug  made  a  condition  of  a 
general  treaty. 

Even  yet,  Washington  was  wary.  "  From  the 
former  infatuation,  duplicity,  and  perverse  system 
of  British  policy,"  said  ho,  "  I  confess  I  am  in- 
duced to  doubt  everything ;  to  suspect  every- 
thing." ..."  Whiilever  the  real  intention 
of  the  enemy  may  be,  1  think  the  strictest  attentioR 
and  exei'tion,  which  have  ever  been  exercised  on 
our  part,  instead  of  being  diminished,  ought  to  be 
increased.  Jealousy  and  precautiou  at  least  can 
do  no  harm.  Too  much  confidence  and  supineueea 
may  be  pernicious  in  the  extreme." 

What  gave  force  to  this  policy  was,  thai  as  yet 
no  offers  had  been  made  on  llie  part  of  Great 
Britain,  for  a  general  cessation  of  hostilities,  and, 
although  the  British  conuhandera  were  in  a  manner 
liud  dowu  by  the  resolves  of  the  llouse  of  Com- 
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mons,  to  a  defensive  war  only,  in  llie  Uuited 
States,  tliey  might  be  at  liberty  to  transport  pan 
of  their  force  to  the  West  Indies,  lo  act  against 
the  Freoch  pussessioas  in  that  quarter.  With 
these  considerations  he  wrole  to  the  Count  de 
Bdchambeau,  then  iit  Bulliinore,  advi;«ing  him,  for 
the  good  of  tile  mmrnou  cause,  tu  inarcli  his  troops 
to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson,  and  form  a  junction 
wilh  the  Aniericau  army. 

Tlie  junction  took  place  about  Ihe  middle  of 
September.  The  Freuch  army  crossed  the  Hud- 
Bou  at  King's  Ferry  to  Verplanck's  Point,  where 
the  American  forces  were  puraded  under  arms  to 
welcome  ihcm.  The  clothing  and  ariaa  recently 
received  from  France  or  captured  ai  Torktown, 
Buabled  them  to  make  an  unusually  respectable 
appearance.  Two  lines  were  formed  from  the 
lamling-place  to  head -quarters,  between  which 
Count  Rochambeau  pas^,  escorted  by  a  troop 
of  cavalry  ;  after  whicli  he  took  his  station  beside 
Generid  Washington  :  the  music  struck  up  a 
French  march,  and  the  whole  army  passed  in  re- 
view before  them. 

The  French  army  encamped  on  the  left  of  the 
American,  near  Cromptnid,  about  teu  miles  from 
Verplnnek's  FoinL  The  greatest  good  will  con- 
tiuued  to  prevail  between  the  allied  forces,  though 
the  Americuns  had  but  little  means  of  showing 
hospitality  to  their  gay  Gallic  friends.  "  Oaly 
conceive  the  mortification  ihey  must  suffer,  even 
the  general  officers,"  says  Washingtoa  in  a  letter 
to  the  secretary  of  war,  "  when  they  cannot  invite 
ft  French  officer,  a  visiting  friend,  or  a  travelling 
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actiuaiutance,  to  a  belter  repast  Uisb  wliiakey  hot 
trom  tlie  alill,  and  not  always  tltnl,  and  a  bit  of 
beef  without  vegetables  will  afford  them." 

Spenki[ig  o(  a  con teni plated  reduction  of  the 
army  to  take  place  on  the  1st  of  January :  "  White 
I  premise,"  said  he,  "  that  no  one  I  huve  Been  or 
heard  of  appears  opposed  to  the  principle  of  re- 
ducing the  army  as  circumstances  may  require; 
yet  I  cnnnot  help  fearing  the  reaolt  of  the  meas- 
ure in  contemplation,  under  present  circumstances, 
when  I  Bee  such  a  number  of  men,  goaded  by 
a  thousand  sliugs  of  reflection  on  the  past,  and 
of  anticipation  ou  the  future,  about  to  be  turned 
into  the  world,  soured  by  penury,  and  what  they 
call  ingratitude  of  the  public,  Involved  in  debts, 
without  one  farthing  of  money  to  carry  them 
home,  after  having  spent  the  flower  of  their  days, 
and  many  of  tbem  tbeir  patrt monies,  in  estab- 
lishing  the  freedom  and  independence  of  their 
country,  and  suffered  everything  that  human  na> 
ture  is  capable  of  enduring  on  this  side  of  death, 
—  I  repeat  it,  that  when  I  consider  the^e  irrita- 
ting circumstances,  without  one  thing  to  soothe 
their  feelings  or  dispel  the  gloomy  prospects,  I 
cannot  avoid  apprehending  that  a  train  of  evils 
will  follow,  of  a  very  serious  and  distressing  Da* 

"  I  wish  not  to  heighten  the  shades  of  the  pic- 
ture so  far  as  the  reality  would  justify  me  in  do- 
ing iL  I  could  give  anecdotes  of  patriotism  and 
distress,  which  have  scarcely  ever  been  paralleled, 
never  surpassed  iu  the  history  of  mankind.  But 
you  may  rely  upon  it,  the  patience  and  long-suf- 
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fering  of  thia  army  are  ftlmoat  exlmusted,  anil 
that  there  was  Dover  bo  great  a  spiril  of  discou- 
tent  as  at  this  inataat.  Wliile  in  the  field,  I 
thiuk  il  niity  be  kept  from  breaking  out  into  acts 
of  ontrago ;  but  when  we  retire  into  winter-quar- 
ters, unless  the  storm  is  previously  dissipated,  I 
CMonot  be  at  eaae  reapeoling  the  consctjuences. 
It  is  high  time  for  a  petLce. 


CHAPTER  XXXL 
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a  lean  of  Washington  id  r»> 

Ignrd  to  what  mi^t  take  place  on  the 
upproacliing  redaction  of  the  army,  were 
ill  «oni<:-  ile^eo  realized.  After  the  meeting  with 
the  French  army  at  Yerplauck's  Point,  he  had 
drann  up  his  forces  to  his  fbnner  encampment  at 
Newburg,  where  he  established  hia  head-quartera 
for  the  winiur.  In  the  leisure  and  idleness  of  s 
winter  camp,  the  diecoutents  of  the  army  had 
time  to  fermeDC.  The  arrearages  of  pay  became 
a  topic  of  ungry  and  conslimt  cammeut,  as  well 
us  the  question,  whether  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress, granting  half  pay  to  officers  who  should 
serve  to  the  end  of  the  war,  would  be  carried 
iiiUi  etiect.  Whence  were  the  funds  to  arise  for 
such  hnlf  pay?  The  national  treasury  was  empty; 
the  States  were  slow  to  tax  themselves ;  the  re- 
source iif  foreign  loans  was  nearly  exhausted. 
The  articlps  of  confederation  required  the  con* 
curronco  of  nine  States  to  any  net  appropi-iaLing 
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public  money.  There  had  novcr  been  nine  Ststea 
in  &Tor  of  the  half  pay  establishment ;  was  it 
probable  that  as  many  would  concur  in  applying 
any  scanty  funds  that  might  accrue,  and  which 
would  be  imperiously  demanded  for  many  other 
purposes,  lo  the  payment  of  claima  known  to  be 
unpopular,  and  to  the  support  of  men,  who,  the  . 
necussity  for  their  services  being  at  an  end,  might 
be  regarded  as  drones  in  the  community  ? 

The  result  of  these  boding  conterences  waa  a 
memorial  to  Congress  in  December,  from  the  offi- 
cers in  camp,  on  behalf  of  the  army,  representing 
the  hardships  of  the  case,  and  proposing  that  a 
specific  sum  should  be  granted  them  for  tbe 
money  actually  due,  and  as  a  commutation  for 
half  pay.  Three  officers  were  ileputcd  to  pre- 
sent the  memorial  to  Congress,  and  watch  over 
and  promote  its  success. 

The  memorial  gave  rise  to  animated  and  long 
(iiscusaona  in  Congress.  Some  members  were 
for  admitting  tbe  cMms  as  founded  on  engage- 
ments entered  into  by  the  nation ;  others  were 
For  referring  them  to  (he  respective  Stales  of  the 
claimants.  The  winter  passed  away  without  any 
definite  measures  on  the  subject. 

On  the  lOih  of  March,  1783,  an  anonymous 
paper  was  circulated  through  the  camp,  culling  a 
meeting  at  eleven  o'clock  the  next  day,  of  the 
general  and  field  officers,  of  an  officer  from  each 
company,  and  a  delegate  from  tbe  medical  staff, 
lo  consider  a  leiler  just  received  from  their  rep- 
resentatives in  Philadelphia,  and  what  measures, 
if  any,  should  be  adopted  to  obtain  that  redress 
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of  grievancea  which  they  aeemed  to  have  solic- 
ited in  vain. 

On  the  foliowitig  moruiug  au  anoDjmous  ad- 
dress to  the  officers  of  the  army  was  privittely 
put  into  circiiUtioD.  It  professed  to  be  irom  a 
fellow-soldier,  who  had  shared  in  their  toils  and 
mingled  in  their  daDgers.and  who  till  very  lately 
'  had  believed  iu  die  juatice  of  hia  country. 

"  After  a  pursuit  of  seven  long  years,"  observed 
he,  "  the  object  for  whicb  we  set  oat  is  at  length 
brought  within  our  reach.  Yes,  my  JKends,  thM 
suffering  courage  of  yours  was  active  once ;  it 
baa  conducwid  the  United  Slatea  of  America 
through  a  doubtful  and  bloody  war;  it  has  placed 
ber  iu  ihe  chair  of  independency,  and  peace 
returns  to  bless  —  whom?  a  country  willing  to 
redress  your  wrongs,  cherish  your  wortfa,  and 
reward  your  services?  a  country  couriiug  your 
return  to  private  life,  with  tears  of  gratitude  and 
amilea  of  admiration,  longing  to  divide  with  you 
that  independency  which  your  gaUantiy  has  given, 
and  those  riches  which  your  wounda  have  pre- 
served ?  Is  this  the  case  ?  or  is  it  rather  a  coun- 
try that  tramples  upon  your  rights,  disdains  your 
cries,  and  insults  your  distresses  ?  Have  you  not 
more  than  once  suggested  your  wishes,  and  made 
known  your  vrants  to  Congress  —  wants  and 
wishes,  which  gratitude  and  policy  should  bare 
anticipated,  rather  than  evaded  ?  And  have  you 
not  lately,  in  the  meek  language  of  entreatii^ 
memorials,  begged  from  their  justice  what  you 
could  no  longer  exjiect  from  their  favor  ?  How 
have  you  been  anawerert  ?  Let  the  letter,  which 
you  are  called  to  consider  to-morrow,  make  reply  I 
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"  If  this,  tben,  be  your  treatment,  nhile  the 
Bworiia  you  wear  are  oecessary  for  the  defeuae  of 
America,  what  tiave  you  to  expect  from  peace, 
when  your  voice  shall  sink,  and  your  strength 
dissipate  by  dlviaion ;  nhen  those  very  swords, 
the  iuatruments  and  companions  of  your  glory, 
shall  be  taken  from  your  sides,  and  no  retnainiiig 
mark  of  military  distinction  lefl  but  your  wants, 
iuftrmitieB,  and  bcstb?  Can  you  then  consent  to 
be  the  only  sufferers  by  this  Revolution,  and,  re* 
tiring  from  the  field,  grow  old  in  poverty,  wretch- 
edness, and  contempt?  Can  you  consent  U>  wade 
through  the  vile  mire  of  dependency,  and  owe 
the  miserable  remnant  of  that  life  to  charity, 
which  has  hitherto  been  spent  in  honor?  If  you 
can,  go,  and  carry  with  you  the  Jest  of  tories, 
Mtd  the  scorn  of  whigs ;  the  ridicule,  and  what 
is  worse,  the  pity  of  the  world !  Go,  starve  and 
be  forgotten  !  But  if  your  spirits  should  revolt 
at  this ;  if  you  have  sense  enough  to  discover, 
and  spirit  sulGcieut  to  oppose  tyranny,  under 
whatever  garb  it  may  assume,  whether  it  lie  the 
plun  coat  of  republicanism,  or  the  splendid  robe 
of  royalty ;  if  yon  have  yet  learned  to  diwn-im- 
inata  between  a  people  and  a  caas«,  between  men 
and  prindples :  awake,  attend  t«  your  situation, 
and  redresd  yourselves !  If  the  preaeot  moment 
be  lost,  every  future  effort  is  in  v«in :  and  your 
threats  then  will  be  as  empty  as  your  entreaties 

DOW. 

"  I  would  advise  you,  therefore,  to  come  10 
gome  final  opinioD  upon  what  you  can  bear,  and 
what  yon  will  sufier.     If  yoor  detenoinatkin  b« 
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ID  any  proportion  to  yoar  wrongs,  carry  joax  Bp> 
peal  froni  the  justice  to  the  tean  of  goveniniratt 
Change  the  mQk-aii'l- water  stjie  of  jottr  last  me- 
morial. Awnme  a  bolder  tone,  decent,  but  livelj, 
spirited,  and  determined ;  and  snspect  the  man 
who  woold  advise  to  more  moderation  and  longer 
forbearance.  Let  two  or  three  men,  who  con 
feel  at  well  as  write,  be  appointed  to  draw  np 
yonr  leut  remonstranre,  for  I  wonld  no  longer  give 
it  the  ming,  sofl,  unsucce^ful  epithet  of  tnenoritd. 
Let  it  represent  in  language  that  will  neither  dia- 
honor  you  by  ita  rndeness,  nor  betray  yon  by  its 
fcsn.  whiit  has  been  promised  by  Congress,  and 
what  has  been  performed ;  how  long  and  how  pa- 
tiently you  have  suffered ;  how  little  yoo  have 
asked^  and  how  mnch  of  that  little  baa  been  de- 
nied. Tell  them,  that,  though  you  were  the  first, 
aai  would  wish  to  be  the  last  to  encoanter  dan- 
ger, though  despair  itself  can  never  drive  you  into 
dishonor,  it  may  drive  yon  from  the  field ;  that 
tlie  wound,  often  irrilat«d  and  never  healed,  may 
at  length  become  iucursble :  and  that  the  slight- 
est mark  of  indignity  from  Congress  now,  must 
operate  like  the  grave,  and  part  you  forever; 
that,  in  any  political  event,  the  army  bos  its  alter- 
native. If  peace,  that  nothing  shall  separate  yoo 
from  your  arms  but  death  ;  if  war,  that  courting 
the  auspices,  and  inviting  the  direction  of  yoor 
illustrious  leader,  you  wiU  retire  to  some  unset- 
tled country,  smile  in  your  turn,  and  'mock  when 
their  fear  cometh  on.'  But  let  it  represent,  also, 
tliat  should  ihey  comply  with  the  request  of  your 
late  memorial,  it  wonld  make  you  more  happy 
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and  them  more  respectalilo ;  UihI,  wlillf  witr 
should  continue,  you  would  follow  Uiiiir  kImii'IujiI 
into  tbe  field :  and  nhen  It  euuiu  lo  mi  timl,  ym 
would  withdraw  into  the  ithiulu  of  jiriviil''  Ma, 
and  give  the  world  another  Bubject  ol'  <fmiuU<t 
and  applause  —  an  army  victorJoui  ovor  iU  oiiu- 
miee,  victorious  over  itself." 

This  bold  and  eloi(ueiit.  but  duti|((!niui>  u|<|hiiiI, 
fbnnded  as  it  wm  ujxiu  tiie  ttrutig*  anil  mitltii- 
ings  of  a  gallant  annf  and  tlie  abaiuuful  watii  ut 
sympathy  in  lardy  le^alaton,  callad  fur  Um  full 
exerciM  of  WailuDgtoo'a  dMracterutic  linumiM, 
cautioD,  aod  dHcriHUHatioa.    la  general  imluf*  h« 


e,  \at  m>  As  «inie  jxirinR  wMk  Out  ilmr.  ■*•' 
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wishes  alone ;  his  oslcosible  sileuce  has  unthor- 
ized  your  meetings,  and  his  private  opinion  sanc- 
tified your  claima.  Ilad  he  diBliked  the  object  u 
view,  would  not  the  eamo  sense  of  duty  which 
forbade  you  from  meeting  on  the  third  day  of  the 
week,  hnve  forbidden  you  from  meeting  oa  the 
seventh  P  Is  not  the  same  subject  held  up  to 
your  view?  and  has  it  not  pussed  the  seal  of 
office,  and  taken  all  the  solemnity  of  an  order? 
ThiH  will  ^ve  system  to  your  proceedings,  and 
stability  to  your  resolves,"  etc,  etc. 

On  Saturday,  the  15th  of  March,  the  meeting 
took  place.  Washington  had  previously  sent  for 
the  officers,  one  by  one,  in  private,  and  enlarged 
on  the  loss  of  character  to  the  whole  army,  dtat 
would  result  from  iutemperule  resolutions.  At 
the  meeting.  General  Gates  was  called  to  the 
chair.  Washington  rose  and  apolo^zed  for  ap- 
j>earing  there,  which  lie  had  not  intended  to  do 
when  he  issued  the  order  directing  the  ossem- 
bUge.  The  diligence,  however,  whicb  had  been 
used  in  circulating  anonymous  writings,  rendered 
it  necessary  he  should  give  his  sentiments  to  the 
army  on  tlie  nature  and  tendency  of  them.  He 
had  taken  this  oppoilunity  to  do  Eo,aud  had  com- 
mitted his  thoughts  la  writing,  which,  with  the  in- 
dulgence of  his  brother  officers,  he  would  take 
the  liberty  of  reading  to  them. 

He  then  proceeded  to  read  a  forcible  and  feel- 
ing address,  pointing  out  the  irregularity  and  im- 
propriety of  the  recent  anonymous  summons,  end 
the  dangerous  naturo  of  the  anonymous  address  ; 
a  production,  as  he  observed,  addressed  more  to 
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the  Teelinga  and  passions  thRn  to  llie  jtidgment ; 
drawn  with  great  art,  calculated  to  impress  the 
mind  with  au  ideii  of  premeditated  injustice  in 
the  sovereign  power  of  Ihe  United  Stales,  and  lo 
rouse  oU  those  resentments  which  must  nnaToida- 
\Ay  flow  from  such  a  belief. 

On  these  principles  he  hud  opposed  the  irregular 
and  haslj  meeting  appointed  in  the  anonymous 
Bummons,  not  from  a  disinclination  to  afford  ofii- 
cers  every  opportunity,  consistent  with  their  own 
honor  and  the  dignity  of  the  army,  to  make  known 
their  grievances.  "  If  my  conduct  heretofore," 
said  he, "  has  not  evinced  to  you,  that  I  have  been 
a  faithful  friend  to  the  army,  my  declaration  of  it 
at  this  time  would  be  equally  unavailing  and 
improper.  But  as  I  was  among  the  first  who 
embarked  in  the  cause  of  our  common  country  ; 
OS  I  have  never  leEl  your  side  one  moment,  but 
when  called  from  you  on  public  duty ;  as  I  have 
been  the  constant  companion  and  witness  of  your 
distresses,  and  not  among  the  last  to  feel  and 
acknowledge  your  merits ;  as  I  have  ever  con- 
sidered my  own  military  reputation  as  inseparably 
connected  with  that  of  the  army ;  as  my  heart 
has  ever  expanded  with  joy  when  I  have  heard  its 
pra'tfes,  and  my  indignation  lias  arisen  when  the 
mouth  ofdelraction  has  been  opened  against  it; 
it  con  scarcely  be  supposed  at  this  last  singe  of  the 
war  that  I  am  indifferent  to  its  interests."  .... 

"  For  myself,"  observes  he,  in  another  part  of  his 
address,  "  a  recollection  of  the  cheerful  assistance 
Mid  prompt  obedience  1  have  experienced  from 
you  under  every  vicissitude    of  fortune  and  the 
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BiDoere  affection  I  feel  for  an  army  I  hare  so  long 
had  the  honor  to  Miniitiand,  will  oblige  me  lo 
declare  in  lliis  public  and  solemD  manner,  that 
for  ttie  atlainraenC  of  complete  jnatice  for  all 
your  toilit  and  diuigera,  and  the  fp^tificalion  of 
every  niali,  bo  far  as  may  be  duue  conaiatenlly 
with  the  great  duty  I  owe  my  couiilry  aad  those 
powers  we  are  bound  to  respect,  you  may  fully 
commaod  my  Herviues  to  the  ulmoat  extent  of  my 
abilities. 

"  While  I  give  you  tliese  assurances,  and  pledge 
myself  in  the  most  unequivocal  manner  to  exert 
whatever  abilities  I  am  posne&sed  of  iu  your  favor, 
let  me  entreat  you,  gentlemen,  on  your  part,  i»ot  to 
take  any  measures  which,  viewed  in  the  calm 
light  of  reason,  will  lessen  the  dignity  and  sully 
the  glory  you  have  hitherto  muiulaiued ;  let  me 
request  you  to  rely  on  the  plighted  faith  of  your 
country,  and  place  a  full  confidence  in  the  purity 
of  the  intentions  of  Congress ;  that,  previous  to 
your  dissolution  as  an  army,  they  will  cause  all 
your  accounts  to  be  fairly  liquidated,  as  directed  ia 
the  resolutions  which  were  published  to  you  two 
days  ago  ;  and  that  they  will  adopt  the  most  efl^ct- 
oal  measures  in  their  power  to  render  ample  jus- 
tice lo  you  for  your  faithful  and  meritorious  ser- 
vices. And  let  me  conjure  you,  in  the  name  of 
our  common  country,  as  you  value  your  own 
sacred  honor,  as  you  respect  the  rights  of  human- 
ity, and  as  you  regard  the  military  and  national 
diaracter  of  America,  to  express  your  utmost  hor- 
ror and  deleslntion  of  the  man  who  wishes,  under 
any  specious  pretenses,  to  overturn  the  liberties  of 
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our  counlrj ;  nnd  who  wickedly  attempts  to  open 
the  flood-gHies  or  civil  discard,  and  deluge  oar 
rising  empire  in  blood.  By  thus  determining  mid 
thus  acting,  jou  will  pursue  the  plaio  and  direct 
road  to  the  attainment  of  your  wishes ;  yon  will 
defeat  the  insidious  designs  of  our  enemies,  who 
are  compelled  to  resort  from  open  force  to  secret 
artifice ;  you  will  give  one  more  distinguished 
proof  of  unexampled  patriotism  and  patient  virtue 
rifling  superior  to  the  preasure  of  the  most  com- 
plicated sufTerings ;  and  you  will,  by  the  dignity 
of  your  conduct,  afford  occasion  for  posterity  to 
say,  when  speaking  of  the  glorious  example  you 
have  exhibited  to  mnnkinil :  '  Had  this  day  been 
wanting,  the  world  had  never  seen  the  last  stage 
of  perfection  to  which  human  nature  is  capable  of 
attaining.' " 

AtVer  he  had  concluded  the  address,  he  observed, 
that  as  a  corroborating  testimony  of  the  good  dis- 
position in  Congress  toward  the  army,  be  would 
cotnmnnicale  to  them  a  letter  received  from  a 
worthy  member  of  Ihai  body,  who  on  all  occasions 
had  approved  himself  their  fast  friend.  lie  pro- 
duced an  able  letter  from  the  Hon.  Joseph  Jones, 
nhich,  while  it  pointed  out  the  difficulties  and 
embarrassments  of  Congress,  held  up  very  forcibly 
the  idealliat  the  army  would  at  all  events  be  gene- 
rously dealt  with. 

Major  Shaw,  who  was  present,  and  from  whose 
memoir  we  note  this  scene,  relates  that  Washing- 
Ion,  after  reading  the  first  paragraph  of  the  letter, 
made  a  short  pause,  took  out  his  spectacles,  and 
begged  the  indulgence  of  his  audience  while  be  put 
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them  ua,  observing  at  the  s. 
grown  gray  t,     '   ' 


le  lime  that  he  had 
tnd  note  Jouad.  him- 
lelf  growing  Mijid.  "  There  was  Boraetbing,"  adds 
Shaw,  "so  DAtural,  SO  unaSected  Id  this  appeal,  aa 
rendered  it  superior  lo  the  most  studied  ornlory ; 
it  forced  its  way  to  the  heart,  and  you  might  see 
sensibility  moisten  every  eye." 

"  Happy  for  America,"  continues  KEajor  Shaw, 
"  that  she  has  a  patriot  army,  and  equally  eo  thai 
Washington  is  ita  leader.  I  rejoice  in  the  oppor- 
tunity I  Lave  had  of  seeing  this  great  man  in  s 
variety  of  situations  — culm  and  intrepid  when 
the  battle  raged  ;  patient  and  persevering  nader 
the  pressure  of  misfortune ;  moderate  and  possess- 
ing himaelf  iu  the  full  career  of  victory.  Great 
as  these  qualifications  deservedly  render  him,  ha 
never  appeared  lo  me  more  truly  so  than  at  the 
assembly  we  have  been  speaking  of.  On  other 
occasions  be  has  been  supported  by  the  exertions 
of  ati  army  and  the  countenance  of  bis  friends  ; 
but  on  this  he  stood  single  and  alone.  There  woa 
no  saying  where  the  passions  of  an  army  which 
were  not  a  little  iufinmed,  might  lead ;  but  it  was 
generally  allowed  that  further  forbearance  was 
dangerous,  and  modernlion  bad  ceased  to  be  k 
virtue.  Under  these  circumstances  he  appeared, 
not  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  but,  as  it  were,  in 
opposition  to  them ;  and  for  a  dreadful  moment 
the  interests  of  the  army  and  its  general  seemed 
to  be  ID  competition  1  He  spoke  —  every  doubt 
was  dispelled,  and  the  tide  of  patriotism  rolled 
again  in  ita  wonted  course.  Illustrious  man  I 
What  he  says  of  the  army  may  with  equal  jus- 
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mill  not  only  coutiroi  their  claim  to  the  justice, 
but  will  iucretue  their  title  b>  the  gratitade  of 
their  couDtry. 

"H&ving  seen  the  proceediuga.on  the  part  of 
the  aruiy  terminate  with  perfect  uoaDimity,  and 
in  a  muuuer  entirely  conaonant  to  toy  wiahee ; 
beiug  impressed  with  the  liveliest  senUroenta  of 
affection  for  those  who  have  so  long,  so  patiently, 
and  BO  cheerfully  suffered  and  tbught  nuder  my 
immediate  direction ;  having,  from  motives  of 
juBtice,  duty,  and  gratitude,  spoDloueously  offered 
myself  as  an  advocate  for  their  Hghts  ;  and  hav- 
ing been  requested  to  write  to  your  Excellency, 
earnestly  entreating  the  most  speedy  dedsion  of 
Congress  upon  the  subjects  of  the  late  address 
from  the  army  to  that  honorable  body ;  it  only 
remiuus  for  me  to  (lerform  the  task  I  have  aa- 
Bumed,  and  to  intercede  on  their  behalf,  as  I  now 
do,  that  tlie  sovereign  power  will  be  pleased  to 
verily  the  predictions  I  have  pronounced,  and  the 
oonlidenoe  the  army  have  reposed  in  the  justice 
of  their  country," 

Afmr  referring  to  further  representations  tnade 
by  hicn  to  Congress,  on  the  subject  of  a  half  pay 
to  be  grants  to  olticers  for  life,  he  adds :  ^  I^ 
besides  the  simple  payment  of  their  wages,  a 
further  compensation  is  not  due  id  the  sufferings 
and  sacrifices  of  the  officers,  then  have  I  been 
mistaken  indeed.  If  the  whole  army  had  not 
merited  whatever  a  grateful  people  can  bestow, 
then  I  have  been  beguiled  by  prejudi<»  and  built 
opinion  on  the  basis  of  error.  If  this  country 
should   not,  in    the    event,   perform    everything 
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nhicb.  has  been  requested  in  the  last  memorial 
\a  Cotigresa,  then  will  my  belief  become  vain, 
and  lliti  hojio  Lhitt  hiu  been  excited,  void  of  tbun- 
datioii.  And  if,  as  has  keen  suggested  I'or  the 
purpose  of  iuflHmiug  their  paseioiia, '  the  officers 
of  the  army  are  h)  bo  the  only  Gufferers  by  the 
Revolution  ;  ii^  retiriug  from  the  field,  they  ure 
to  grow  old  in  poverty,  wretchedness,  aiid  con- 
tempt ;  if  they  are  to  wade  tlirough  the  vile  mire 
of  dependency,  and  owe  the  miserable  remnant 
of  that  life  to  charity,  which  has  hitherto  been 
spent  in  houor ; '  then  shall  I  have  learned  wliat 
iugratitude  is,  then  shall  I  have  realized  a  tale 
which  will  embitter  every  moment  of  my  future 
life.  But  I  am  under  no  such  apprehensions.  A 
country,  rescued  by  their  arms  &om  Impending 
ruin,  will  never  leave  unpaid  the  debt  of  grati- 
tude." 

This  letter  to  the  President  was  accomgianied 
by  other  letters  to  members  of  Congress ;  all 
making  similar  direct  and  eloquent  appeals.  The 
object  was  again  taken  up  io  Cougitiss,  nine 
States  coucurred  in  a  resolution  commuting  the 
half  pay  into  a  sum  equal  to  five  ye:irs'  whole 
pay  ;  and  the  whole  matter,  at  oue  moment  so 
frttoght  with  danger  lo  the  republic,  through  the 
temperate  wisdom  of  WasluDgton,  wa^  happily 
adjusted. 

The  anonymous  addresses  to  the  army,  which 
were  considered  at  the  time  so  insidious  and  in- 
flammatory, and  which  certainly  were  ill-judge>l 
and  dflugerous,  have  since  been  avowed  by  Gen- 
eral John  Armstrong,  a  man  who  has  sustained 
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Kem  at  Vftcr.^Lttur  of  Wuhingliin  Id  tohnir  of  lli" 
Annj.  — CewMion  of  Hotlililin  proclaimed.  — Order  nf 
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IT  length  anived  Die  w'uhal-foT  newi 
of  peace.  A  general  treaty  hwl  boeu 
Offted  at  Paris  on  the  £OUi  of  Jauiurr. 
An  aimed  Tenel.  the  Trimnph,  Mou^ng  to  tlte 
OoDDt  d'EEtaing's  Mpiadrau,  arrived  ai  PbilwW' 
plna  fron  Ca^  on  the  Kid  of  Harub,  brinipng 
a  letter  from  ibe  MangoiB  de  I^^ij-eue,  bi  iJw 
Pre£id«sit  of  CoFOgresa.  ootnmiitiKaliiig  iW  iabA- 
%eiKe.  Ia  a  few  daji  Sir  Oa;  Cai4«U»  »• 
Ibnoed  WadiiDgUc  bf  kMcr,  ibat  he  vac  ofdtwij 
■  of  boatililMii  by  MM  and 


AfA     BoHg  BaaooanijNBwd  tgr  aoy  iuatrvcCioH 
'  ^^te^Smtkarp  ttf  dw  part  d"  Ike  anajr 
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those  of  his  troops  that  had  engsged  "  for  die 
war,"  that  a  speedy  discharge  must  lie  the  couae- 
quence  of  the  proclamation.  Moat  of  them  could 
not  distinguish  between  a  proclaaialiOR  of  a  ces- 
BBtion  of  hostilities  and  a  defiQitive  declanilton 
of  peace,  and  might  consider  any  further  claim 
on  their  military  serrices  an  act  of  injustice.  It 
was  becoming  difficult  to  enforce  the  dis«pliue 
necesanry  to  the  coherence  of  an  army.  Wash- 
ington represented  these  circumstances  in  a  letter 
to  the  Fresideut,  and  earnestly  eutrented  a  prompt 
determination  on  the  part  of  Congress,  as  to  what 
was  to  be  the  period  of  the  services  of  these  men, 
and  how  ho  was  to  act  respecting  their  discharge. 
One  suggestion  of  his  letter  is  expressive  of  his 
strong  Ryrapalliy  with  the  patriot  soldier,  and  hia 
knowledge  of  what  formed  a  mailer  of  pride  with 
the  poor  fellows  who  had  served  and  suffered  no- 
der  him.  He  urged  tbat,  in  discharging  those 
who  had  been  engaged  "  for  the  war,"  the  non- 
commisaiooed  officers  and  Kildlers  should  be  al- 
lowed to  lake  with  them,  as  their  own  property, 
and  as  a  gratuity,  llieir  arms  and  accoutrements. 
"  This  aol,"  observes  he,"  would  raise  pleasing  sen- 
sations in  the  minds  of  thet<e  worthy  and  faiiliful 
men,  who,  from  their  early  engaging  iu  the  war  at 
moderate  bounties,  and  From  their  patient  coniinu- 
enco  under  iuiiumernble  distresses,  have  not  only 
deserved  nobly  of  iheir  country,  but  have  oblaiiivd 
an  honorable  distinction  over  those  who,  with 
shorter  terms,  have  gained  large  pecnuiary  re- 
wards. This,  at  a  comparatively  small  expense, 
would  be  deemed  an  honorable    testimonial  from 
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Congress  of  the  regard  tbey  bear  to  these  distio- 
guislied  worthies,  atid  tho  sense  tbej  huve  of  their 
sufleriug  virtues  aud  servicer 

"These  coustauc  coinpaiiiuus  of  their  toils,  pre* 
served  with  sacred  uiteution,  would  be  banded 
dowu  from  the  preseut  possessors  lo  their  cliililreit, 
as  Iioiiurarj  badges  of  bruvery  uud  military  merit ; 
aad  would  probably  be  brought  Ibrth  ou  some  fu' 
tare  occasion,  with  pride  aud  eKultatioo,  lo  be  im- 
proved with  the  same  military  ardor  and  emula- 
tion la  the  hnnds  of  posterity,  as  they  have  been 
used  by  their  forefathers  iu  the  present  eatablish- 
rncot  aud  fouiidution  of  our  national  independence 
and  glory." 

This  letter  dispatclied,  he  notified  in  geueral  or- 
ders that  the  cessation  of  hosiilities  should  be  pro- 
claimed at  uoou  ou  the  followiug  day,  aud  read  in 
the  evening  at  llie  bcud  of  every  regiment  aad 
corps  of  Ihe  army,  "after  which,"  adds  he,  "the 
chaplains  with  the  several  brigades  will  render 
thanks  lo  Almighty  God  for  all  his  mercies,  par- 
ticularly for  his  overruling  the  wrath  of  man  to 
tiis  own  glory,  aud  causiug  the  rage  of  war  to 

Having  noticed  that  this  auspicious  day,  the 
19th  of  April,  completed  the  eighth  year  of  the 
war,  and  was  the  anniversary  of  the  eventful  con- 
Qict  at  Lexington,  he  went  on  in  geueral  orders, 
to  impress  upon  the  army  a  proper  idea  uf  the  dig- 
nilied  part  they  were  culled  upon  to  act. 

"  The  generous  task  for  which  we  first  flew  to 
arms  being  accomplished ;  the  liberties  of  our 
country  being  fully  acknowledged,  and  lirnily  ae- 
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cured,  and  Ibe  ciiuracters  of  thoae  who  have  per- 
severed llirough  every  extremity  of  liordsliip,  suf- 
fering, and  danger,  being  immortaliBed  by  the 
appellntioQ  of  the  patriot  army,  nothing  now  re- 
maiiia,  but  for  the  actora  of  this  mighty  scene  to 
preserve  a  perfect,  unvarying  consistency  of  char- 
acter, through  the  very  la«t  act,  to  close  the  druna 
with  applause,  and  to  retire  from  the  military 
theatre  with  the  some  approbation  of  angels  and 
men  which  has  crowned  all  their  former  virtuous 
actions." 

Tbe  letter  which  he  bad  written  to  the  Presi- 
dent produced  a  resoluliou  in  Congress,  that  the 
service  of  the  men  engaged  in  the  war  did  not  ex- 
pire until  Uiu  rntilication  of  the  deGuiiive  articles 
of  peace  ;  but  that  tbe  commander-in-chief  might 
grant  furlougba  to  such  as  he  thought  proper,  and 
that  they  should  be  allowed  to  take  their  arms 
with  them. 

Woshinglon  availed  himself  freely  of  this  per- 
mission :  furloughs  were  granted  without  stint ;  tbe 
tneo  set  out  singly  or  in  small  parties  for  their 
rustic  homes,  and  the  danger  and  iuconveaieuce 
were  avoided  of  disbanding  large  masses,  at  a  time, 
of  unpaid  soldiery.  Now  and  then  were  to  be 
Been  three  or  four  iu  a  group,  bound  probably  to 
tbe  same  neighborhood,  beguiling  tbe  way  with 
camp  jokes  and  camp  stories.  The  war-worn  sol- 
dier was  always  kiudly  i-eceived  at  tbe  farm-houses 
along  the  road,  where  he  might  shoulder  his  gun 
and  fight  over  his  battles.  The  men  thus  dbmissed 
on  furlough  were  never  called  upon  to  rejoiu  the 
army.    Ouce  at  home,  they  sank  into  domestic  life  i 
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tlieir  weapoDs  were  hung  up  over  their  lire-pluces, 

military  trophies  of  ike  Involution  to  be  prised 
by  future  geuuratioDS. 

In  the  mean  lime  Sir  Guy  Ciu'letoii  was  mak- 
ing prepamtioDS  for  tlie  evacuation  of  the  city  of 
New  York.  The  moment  lie  hud  received  the 
royal  order  for  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  he  had 
written  for  all  the  shipping  that  could  be  procured 
from  Europe  and  the  Weat  Indies.  Aa  early  as 
the  27lb  of  April  a  fleet  had  sailed  for  diSeront 
parts  of  Nova  Scotia,  uarryiiig  oS  about  seven 
thousand  persons,  with  all  their  eflects.  A  great 
pari  of  these  were  troops,  but  mniiy  were  royalists 
and  refugees,  exiled  by  the  laws  of  the  United 
Slates.  They  looked  iijrwitrd  with  a  dreary  eye 
to  their  voyage,  '■  bound,"  as  one  of  thera  said,  "  to 
a  country  where  there  were  uine  months  of  win- 
ter and  thnie  munths  of  cold  weather  every  year." 

On  the  Gih  of  May  a  personal  conference  look 
place  belweeu  Waghiugion  and  Sir  Guy  at  Or- 
angelown,  about  the  transfer  of  posts  in  the  United 
Stales,  held  by  the  British  troops,  and  the  delivery 
of  all  property  stipulated  by  the  Irenly  to  bo  given 
up  to  the  Americans,  On  the  8th  of  Jlay,  Egbert 
BenBou,  William  8.  Smith,  and  Daniel  Parker, 
were  commissioned  by  Congress  to  inspect  and  su- 
perintend at  New  York  the  erabarkalion  of  per- 
sons and  propei'ty,  in  fulfillment  of  the  seventh  ar- 
ticle of  the  provisional  treaty. 

While  sadness  and  despair  prevailed  among  the 
tories  and  refugees  in  New  York,  ihe  officers  in 
in  the  patriot  camp  on  the  Hudson  were  not  with- 
out gloomy  feelings  ut  the  thought  of  their  ap- 
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preaching  Beparation  from  eadi  otlier. 
years  of  dangers  aud  hanlsltips,  shared  iu 
aud  uably  sustained,  bud  welded  ttieir  hearts  to- 
gether, and  made  it  Lard  to  reud  tbem  asunder. 
Prompted  by  sucli  Teelings,  General  Kuox,  ever 
Doted  for  generous  impuises,  suggested,  as  a  mode 
of  perpetaating  the  friendships  thus  formed,  and 
keeping  alive  the  brotherhood  of  the  camp,  the 
forraaLJoQ  of  a  society  composed  of  the  officers  of 
the  army.  The  suggestion  met  with  universal 
J,  aud  the  lieariy  approbation  of  Waeh- 


Meetiags  vera  held,  at  which  the  Baron  Sleu- 
beu,  as  senior  officer,  presided.  A  plan  was 
draf^d  by  a  commitlue  composed  of  generals 
Knox,  Hand,  and  lluutingdou,  aud  Captain  Shaw ; 
and  the  society  weis  organized  at  a  meeting  held 
on  the  13Lh  of  May,  at  tbe  baron's  quarters  iu  the 
old  Verplauck  House,  near  Fiahkill. 

By  its  formula,  the  ofiicei's  of  the  American 
army  iu  the  moat  solemu  mauuer  combined  them* 
selves  into  one  society  of  friends :  to  endure  bs 
long  as  they  should  endure,  or  any  of  their  eldest 
male  posterity,  aud  iu  failure  thereof,  their  oollat' 
eral  branches  who  might  be  judged  worthy  of 
being  its  supporters  and  members.  In  memory 
of  the  illustrious  Roman,  Lucius  Quintius  Ctn- 
ciunatuB,  who  retired  from  war  lo  the  peaceful 
duties  of  the  citizen,  it  was  to  be  called  "  Tlie 
Society  of  the  Cincinnati."  The  objects  proposed 
by  it  were  to  preserve  inviolate  the  rights  aud  lib- 
erties tbr  wbicb  they  bad  contended ;  to  promote 
and  cherish  uationul  honor  and  union  between  the 
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States :  to  raaintain  brotherly  kitidubRS  toward 
ench  otiier,  and  extend  reJief  lo  audi  officers  and 
their  families  as  might  staad  in  need  of  iL 

Id  order  to  obiaiu  fuuds  for  the  purpose,  each 
oilit^r  was  to  coutribulti  one  moniL's  pay,  tlic  in- 
lerest  ouly  to  be  appropriated  to  thu  relief  of  ihu 
unfortunate.  The  geuerul  souiely,  for  the  sake 
of  frequent  communications,  wus  to  be  divided 
into  State  eocieties,  and  these  again  into  districta. 
The  general  society  was  to  meet  HunuiiUy  oii  the 
first  Monday  in  May.  the  State  societies  on  ouch 
4th  of  July,  the  districts  as  often  ns  should  be 
agreed  on  by  the  State  society. 

The  society  was  lo  have  an  iusigitia  called 
"  The  Order  of  the  Ciucinuati."  It  was  to  be  a 
golden  American  eagle,  bearing  on  its  breast  em- 
blematical  devices  ;  this  was  to  be  suspended  by 
a  deep-blue  ribbou  two  iuches  wide,  edged  with 
white ;  siguilicalive  of  the  union  of  America  with 
Franco. 

Individuals  of  the  respective  States,  distiii' 
guished  for  patriotism  and  talents,  might  be  ad- 
mitted as  honorary  members  tor  life ;  their  num- 
bers never  to  exceed  a  ratio  of  one  to  four.  The 
French  ministers  who  had  ofScialed  at  Philadel- 
phia, and  the  French  admirals,  generals,  and 
colonels,  who  had  served  in  the  Uuittid  States, 
were  to  be  presented  with  the  insignia  of  the  or- 
der, aud  invited  to  become  members. 

Wasliington  was  chosen  unaoimously  to  offi- 
ciate as  president  of  ii,  until  the  first  general 
meeting,  lo  be  held  in  filay,  178-1. 

On  the  8th  of  June,  Washington  adressed  a 
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lelter  to  the  govertiors  of  the  seveml  States  on 
the  subject  of  the  dissolution  of  the  arniy.  Tbe 
opening  of  it  breathes  th>it  aspiration  after  the 
serene  quiet  of  private  life,  which  had  been  his 
dream  of  happiuess  ibroughout  the  stonns  and 
trials  of  his  atixious  career,  bnt  the  full  fruition 
of  which  he  was  never  to  renlize. 

"  The  great  object,"  said  lie,  "  for  whicli  I  liod 
the  honor  to  bold  on  appointment  iu  the  service 
of  my  country  being  accoraplislied,  I  am  now  pre- 
paring to  return  to  that  domestic  retirement  which, 
it  ia  well  known,  I  left  wit!)  the  greatest  reluc- 
tance ;  a  retirement  for  which  I  never  ceased  \o 
sigh,  through  a  long  and  painful  absence,  and  in 
which  (remote  from  (he  noise  and  trouble  of  the 
world)  I  meditate  to  pass  the  remainder  of  life  in 
a  state  of  undisturbed  repose." 

His  letter  then  described  the  enviable  condi- 
tion of  the  citizens  of  America.  "  Sole  lords  and 
proprietors  of  a  vast  tract  of  continent,  compre- 
hending all  the  various  soils  and  climates  of  the 
world,  and  abounding  with  all  Uie  necessaries 
and  conveniences  of  life  ;  and  acknowledged  pos- 
sessors of  '  absolute  freedom  and  independency. 
This  is  the  time,"  said  he,  "  of  their  political 
probation  ;  this  is  the  moment  when  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  world  are  turned  upon  them ;  this  is 
the  moment  to  establish  or  ruin  their  national 
character  forever.  This  is  the  favorable  moment 
to  give  suci)  a  (one  to  the  federal  goveniment,  as 
will  enable  it  lo  answer  the  ends  of  iis  instiiulion  j 
or  this  may  be  the  moment  for  relaxing  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Union,  annihilating  tlie  cement  of  the 
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oon  federal  ion,  nnd  esposing  us  to  become  the 
sport  of  Europesn  poHlica  wliicb  msy  p):iy  one 
Stdte  agninst  unotber,  (o  prevent  their  growing 
importance,  nnd  to  serve  their  own  interested 
purposes. 

"  Wilh  thiB  conviction  of  the  importance  of  the 
present  crista,  silence  in  me  would  be  a  crime. 
I  will  therefore  »peak  the  language  of  freedom 
and  sincerity  without  disguise. 

"  I  am  aware,  however,"  oonlinues  he,  mod- 
estly, "  that  those  who  differ  from  me  in  political 
sentiment  may  perhaps  remnrk,  that  I  am  step- 
ping out  of  the  proper  line  of  my  duty,  atid  may 
possibly  ascribe  to  arrogance  or  osteutiiliou,  what 
I  know  is  llie  result  of  the  puiest  intention. 
But  the  rectitude  of  my  own  heart,  which  dis- 
dains such  unworthy  motives;  the  part  I  have 
iiitherto  acted  in  life ;  the  determination  I  have 
formed  of  not  taking  any  share  in  public  busi- 
ness hereafter;  the  anient  desire  I  feel,  and  shall 
continue  to  manifest,  of  quietly  eiyoyiug,  in  pri- 
vate life,  af^er  all  the  toils  of  war,  the  benefits  of 
a  wise  Bnd  liberal  government ;  will,  1  flatter  my- 
self, sooner  or  later  convince  my  countrymen  that 
I  could  have  no  sinister  views  in  delivering,  with 
80  Utile  reserve,  the  opinions  contained  in  this  ad- 
He  then  proceeded  ably  and  eloquently  to  dis- 
cuss what  he  considered  the  four  things  essential 
to  the  well-being,  and  even  the  existecice  of  the 
United  States  as  iin  independent  power. 

First.  An  indissoluble  uuion  of  the  Slates 
under  one  federal  head,  and  a  perfect  acquiescence 
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3verFtl  Stales,  in  the  full  eiercbe  of  tbe 
I  Tested  in  sucli  a  head  by  the  mnsti- 
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prerogativi 

tulioD. 

Second.  A  sacred  regard  to  public  jostioe  in 
discharging  debts  and  fullilliag  contracts  made  bj 
Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  war. 

Third.  The  adoption  of  a  proper  [lence  estab* 
lishaient ;  in  which  cnre  should  be  lakea  to  place 
the  militia  lliroughoui  the  Union  on  a  regular, 
nniform,  and  efficient  footing.  "  The  militia  of 
this  country,"  said  he,  "must  be  conniJered  as 
the  palladium  of  our  security,  and  the  Srst  effect- 
ual resort  in  case  of  hostility.  It  is  essential, 
iherefore,  that  the  same  system  should  pervade 
the  whole :  that  the  formntion  and  discipline  of 
the  militia  of  the  continent  should  be  absolutely 
uniform,  and  that  the  same  species  of  arms,  ac- 
coutrements, and  military  apparatus  should  be  in- 
troduced in  every  part  of  the  United  States." 

And  Fourth.  A  disposition  among  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  to  forget  local  prejudices 
and  policies  ;  to  make  mutual  concessions,  and  to 
sacrifice  individual  advaiitages  to  the  inleresta  of 
the  commuuity. 

These  lour  things  Washington  pronounced  the 
pillars  ou  which  the  glorious  character  must  be 
supported.  "Liberty  is  the  basis;  and  whoso- 
ever would  dare  to  sap  the  foundation,  or  over- 
turn the  structure,  under  whatever  specious  pro- 
text  he  may  attempt  it,  will  merit  the  bitterest 
execration  aud  the  severest  punishment  which 
can  bo  inflicted  by  his  iujured  country." 

We  forbear  to  go  iulo  the  ample  and  adnur- 
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aUe  reosoiuDg  with  which  he  exputialcs  od  ihese 
heads,  aud  above  all,  enforces  the  sacred  inviola- 
bility of  the  Union ;  they  have  become  I'amiliar 
with  every  American  miud,  and  ought  to  govern 
every  American  lieart.  Nor  will  ire  dwell  upon 
his  touching  appeal  on  the  subject  of  the  hiilf  pay 
eonimutatioti  promised  to  the  army,  and  ivhich 
began  to  be  considered  iu  the  odious  light  of  a 
pension.  "  That  proviaiou,"  said  he,  "  should  be 
viewed  as  it  really  was  —  a  reasonable  campeusa- 
lion  oflered  by  Congress,  at  a  time  when  they 
bad  iiolhiug  else  to  give  the  olBcers  of  the  army 
for  services  then  to  be  performed.  It  was  the 
only  means  to  prevent  a  total  dereliction  of  the 
eervice.  It  was  a  part  of  their  hire.  I  may  be 
allowed  to  say  it  waa  the  price  of  their  blood  and 
of  your  independency  ;  it  is  therefore  more  than 
a  common  debt,  it  is  a  debt  of  honor." 

Although  we  have  touched  upon  but  a  part  of 
this  admirable  letter,  we  oannot  omit  its  aflecltng 
close,  addreeaed  as  it  was  to  each  individual  gov- 
ernor. 

"  1  have  thus  freely  declared  what  I  wished  lo 
make  known,  before  I  surrendered  up  my  public 
trust  to  those  who  committed  it  to  me.  The 
task  is  now  accomplished.  1  now  bid  adieu  to 
your  Excellency,  as  the  chief  magistrate  of  your 
State,  at  ilie  same  time  I  bid  a  last  farewell  lo 
the  cares  of  oIKce  and  all  the  employments  of 
public  life. 

"  It  remains,  then,  to  be  my  final  and  only  re- 
quest, that  your  Excellency  will  communicate 
Uieae  senUmeiita  to  your  legislature  at  their  next 
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meeting,  aiid  that  they  may  be  consiiierei]  the 
legacy  of  ooe  who  has  ardently  nbhed,  on  all 
occasious,  to  be  useful  to  his  country,  nud  who, 
even  in  the  shade  of  retiremeDt,  will  uoi  fail  to 
implore  the  divine  benediciion  oD  it. 

*'  I  tiow  make  i[  my  earnest  prayer,  that  Crod 
would  hiive  you,  and  the  State  over  which  you 
preside,  iu  his  holy  protection ;  that  he  would 
incline  the  hearts  of  the  citizens  to  cultivate  a 
spirit  of  subordination  and  obedieuce  to  govera- 
meut,  to  entertain  a  brotherly  affection  and  love 
(or  one  another,  for  their  fellow-citizens  of  the 
United  States  at  large,  aud  particularly  for  breth- 
ren who  have  served  in  the  field ;  and  finally, 
that  he  would  most  graciously  be  pleased  to  dis- 
pose us  all  to  do  justice,  to  love  mercy,  and  to  de- 
mean ourselves  with  that  charity,  humility,  and 
pacific  temper  of  mind,  which  are  the  character- 
istics of  the  Divine  Author  of  our  blessed  relig- 
ion, and  without  whose  example  iu  those  things 
we  can  never  hope  to  be  a  happy  nation." 

While  the  patriot  army,  encamped  under  the 
eye  of  Washington,  bore  their  hardships  aud  pri- 
vations without  flinching,  or  returned  quietly  to 
their  homes  witli,  as  yet,  no  actual  reward  but 
the  weapons  with  which  they  had  vindicated  their 
country's  cause,  about  eighty  newly  recruited  sol- 
diers of  the  Pennsylvania  Hue,  stationed  at  Latt< 
caster,  suddenly  mutinied  and  set  off  in  a  body 
for  Phihidelphia,  to  demaud  redress  of  fancied 
grievances  from  the  legislature  of  the  State.  Ar- 
riving at  that  city,  tliey  were  Joined  by  about 
twelve  hundred  comrades  from  the  barracks,  and 
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proceeded  od  the  2d  of  Jnne  nith  beai  of  drum 
Hud  fixed  bayonets  to  llie  State  House,  vtiere 
Congress  and  t)ie  supreme  executive  couucil  of 
Peiiiisylvatiia  were  in  session. 

PIftcing  sentiueU  at  every  door  to  prevent 
egre»e,  tijey  sent  in  a  written  message  lo  the 
President  and  council,  Iht'eftleQiDg  military  vio- 
lence if  their  demands  were  not  complied  with  in 
the  course  of  tweuly  minutes. 

Though  these  menaces  were  directed  against 
the  State  goveniment.  Congress  felt  itself  out- 
raged by  being  ihaa  surrounded  aud  blockaded 
for  several  hours  by  an  armed  soldiery.  Fearing 
lest  the  Slate  of  Peuu^ylvania  might  not  be  able 
to  furnish  adequate  protection,  it  adjourned  to 
meet  within  s  feiv  days  at  Princeton  ;  sending 
infurtna^ou,  in  the  menu  time,  to  Washington  of 
this  mutinous  outbreak. 

The  latter  immediately  detached  General  Howe 
with  fifteen  hundred  men  lo  quell  the  mutiny  and 
punish  the  ofTenders ;  at  tlie  same  time,  in  a  letter 
to  the  President  of  Congress,  he  expressed  bis 
indiguntion  aud  distress  at  seeing  a  handful  of 
men,  "  conlemplible  in  numbers  and  equally  so 
in  point  of  service,  and  not  worthy  lo  be  called 
soldiers,"  insulting  the  sovereign  aulhorily  of  the 
Union,  nnd  that  of  their  own  Slale.  He  viudi- 
caled  the  army  at  large,  however,  from  the  stain 
the  behavior  of  these  men  might  cast  npou  it. 
These  were  mere  recruits,  soldiers  of  a  day,  who 
had  not  boroe  llie  heat  and  burden  of  the  war,  aud 
bad  iu  reality  few  hurdahips  to  complain  of.  He 
coQlrasted  their  conduet  with  ihat  of  the  soldiers 
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recently  furloogbed  retersn^  who  bad  patieallj 
endured  hunger,  nakedneas,  and  oidd ;  who  Itnd 
suffervd  mid  bled  nithout  a  marmnr,  and  who 
had  retinal  \a  perfed  good  order  (o  ibeir  hanKS, 
witbuul  a  M^llletoBuC  of  their  accoQais  or  a  farth- 
Ug  of  money  in  their  pockets.  While  he  gKve 
vent  to  his  indigiuilion  and  »oom,  roused  by  the 
"  Brrognnoe  and  folly  aud  wickedness  of  the  ma- 
tineen,"  he  declared  that  Le  could  not  sufficicutly 
admire  the  fidelity,  br&very,  and  pairiotism  of  tbe 
rest  of  the  army. 

Fortunately,  before  the  troops  under  General 
Howe  reuched  PhiladelphU,  tbe  mutiny  had  been 
suppressed  willioul  bloodshed.  Several  of  the 
inutitieere  were  tried  by  a  court-martiuL  two  wero 
condemned  to  death,  but  ultimately  pardtmed,  and 
four  received  corporal  pauishmenl. 

Wnabington  now  found  his  situation  at  head- 
quartera  irksome ;  there  was  little  to  do,  and  he 
WHS  liable  to  be  iticessautly  teased  with  applica- 
tiotis  and  demands,  which  he  had  neither  the 
means  nor  power  to  satisfy.  He  resolved,  there- 
ibre,  to  while  away  part  of  tbe  lime  that  most 
intervene  before  the  arrival  of  the  definitive 
treaty,  by  making  a  tour  to  tbe  northern  and 
western  parts  of  the  Stale,  and  visiting  the  placea 
which  had  been  the  theatre  of  important  military 
transactions.  He  had  another  object  in  view  ; 
he  desired  to  facilitate  as  fur  as  in  his  power 
the  operations  which  would  be  necessary  for  occu> 
pying,  as  soon  us  evacuated  by  British  troops, 
the  pu?ls  ceded  by  the  (reiiiy  of  peace. 

Governor  Clinton  accowputiied  him  on  tbe  ex- 
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pedltion.  They  set  out  by  water  from  Newburg, 
asccudeil  ibe  Hmlsoa  lo  Albany,  visit o4  Snrntoga, 
Riid  llie  scene  of  Burgoyiie'a  aurreuder,  embarked 
on  Liike  George,  where  light  boats  hud  been  pro- 
Tiiloil  for  tUum,  traversed  thni  beuuliful  hike  so 
full  ofhbloric  interest;  proceeded  to  Ticoiideroga 
Hiiil  Crown  Point ;  aud  Hftor  reconuoiieriiig  those 
eventful  poals,  returned  lo  Schenectady,  wbenoa 
they  proceeded  up  the  viilley  of  the  Mohnwk 
River,  "  lo  have  a  view,"  writes  Wushinglou,  "  of 
that  tract  of  oountry  which  is  SO  much  celebrated 
for  the  fei'tility  of  its  soil  and  the  beauty  of  its 
siluatiau."  Having  reiiched  Fort  Schuyler,  form- 
erly Fort  Slauwix,  they  crossed  over  lo  Wood 
Creek,  which  empties  into  Oneida  Lake,  and 
aflbnla  the  water  communication  with  Ontario, 
They  then  traversed  the  couiiiry  to  the  head  of 
the  eastern  branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  and 
viewed  Lake  Otsego  and  the  portage  between 
that  take  and  the  Itlolmwk  River. 

Washington  returneil  to  head-quarters  at  New- 
burg on  the  tith  of  August,  atler  a  tour  of  at 
least  seven  hundred  and  tifiy  miles,  performed  in 
uiuetecD  days,  and  for  the  most  part  on  horse- 
back. In  a  letter  (u  the  Chevalier  de  Chustellus, 
written  two  or  three  monihx  aAerwards,  and  giv- 
ing a  sketch  of  his  tour  through  what  was,  as  yet, 
nn  unstudied  wilderness,  he  writes :  "  Prompted 
by  these  actual  observations,  I  could  not  help  tak- 
ing a  more  extensive  view  of  the  vaat  inland  nnv- 
ig&iiou  of  these  United  Stated  from  maps  and  tlie 
information  of  others ;  and  could  not  but  he  struck 
with  the  immense  extent  and  im[)ortanco  of  it,  and 
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wilii  llie  goodness  of  Uiat  I'rovideDce  wlilcb  has 
dealt  its  fBTurs  la  us  witli  so  profuse  a  baud  ; 
would  lo  God,  ive  raay  liave  wisdom  enough  to 
improve  them.  I  shall  not  rest  contented  till  I 
have  explored  the  western  country,  and  traversed 
those  lines,  or  a  great  part  of  them,  which  have 
given  bonnds  to  a  iiew  empire."  The  vast  ad- 
vantages of  inlernal  communication  between  the 
Hudson  and  the  great  lakes,  which  dawiied  upon 
Washington's  mind  i[i  the  course  of  tLia  tour, 
have  since  been  realized  in  that  grand  arteiy  of 
□Bliouul  wealth,  the  Erie  Canal. 
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CHAPTER    XXXIII. 

The  Armv  lo  be  diicliarj;c<l.  —  Fnrtliig  A<1dr»i  of  Wiahing- 
ton.  —  Eraciuiion  of  New  York.  —  I'lrllng  Scone  of  Wath- 
ingtonwitli  his  Officers  »t  New  York,  — Waatinglon  ro- 
Bigiis  liis    Cum  miaeion   to  Congras.  —  Retires  lo  Uoont 


R^9^'  ^  procUmntioii  of  Cod greu,  dated  IHtb 
K  u3  ^^  October,  all  officers  and  Eoldiera  ul>- 
Bl23  ^"^  <"'  furlough  were  dischurgt:il  from 
further  aerTice  ;  and  nil  others  who  had  eiigiiged  to 
serve  tluriiig  the  war,  wtsre  to  be  discharged  fhjm 
aud  u^r  the  3(1  of  Novem1>er.  A  Bisall  force  only, 
composed  of  those  who  had  enUsted  Ibr  a.  deliiiite 
time,  were  to  be  retuiaed  in  Bervice  until  the  pence 
GBtablisbment  should  be  organized. 

In  general  orders  of  November  2d,  Washing- 
ton, after  adverdng  to  this  prockmatioo,  ailda:  "It 
only  remains  for  the  command er-iu-cliief  to  ad- 
dress himself  once  more,  and  that  tor  the  last 
time,  to  the  armies  of  the  United  St.itea,  however 
widely  dispersed  the  individuals  who  compose 
them  may  be,  and  to  bid  them  an  affectionate  and 
a  long  farewell." 

He  iheD  goes  on  to  make  them  one  of  those 
paternal  addresses  which  so  eminently  character- 
ize his  relationship  with  his  army,  so  ditfei'cnt 
from  that  of  any  other  commander.     He  takes  a 
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brief  new  of  the  ^orions  struggle  from  whicli 
they  bad  jost  emerged  ;  the  unpromuiug  ctmiin- 
stances  nn<Jer  which  they  bad  nndertaken  it,  and 
Uie  eignal  interi>osition  of  Providence  in  l>cbalf  of 
tlicir  feeble  conditioD  ;  the  unparalleled  persever- 
ance of  the  American  snaies  for  eight  long  years, 
through  almost  erery  possible  sufiering  and 
ooiirogement,  a  per»everauce  which  be  jnstly  pro- 
nounces to  be  little  short  of  a  ttanding  miracle. 

Adverting  iben  U)  the  enlarged  prospects  of 
happiness  opened  by  the  conflrmation  ef  naiional 
independence  and  sovereignty,  imd  the  ample  ami 
profitable  employments  held  out  in  a  fCepahlic  so 
happily  circumstanced,  he  exhorts  them  to  it 
Uiu  the  strongest  attachmeut  lo  the  usiox.  and 
to  carry  with  them  into  civil  society  ilte  most  con- 
ciliatory dispositions ;  proving  themselves  not  l«sa 
virtuous  ftnd  usefiil  as  citizens,  thoii  they  bad  been 
victorious  as  soldiers;  feeling  assured  that  the 
private  virtues  of  economy,  prudence,  and  indtis- 
try  would  not  be  less  amiable  in  dvil  life,  tliui  the 
more  splendid  qualities  of  valor,  perseverance, 
and  enterprise  were  in  the  field. 

After  ft  warm  expressioa  of  thanks  to  tJie  offi- 
cers and  men  for  the  assistance  he  had  received 
tram  every  class,  and  in  every  instance,  he  ttdde: 

"  To  the  various  branches  of  the  army  the 
general  lakes  this  last  and  solemn  opporluni^ 
of  professing  his  invariable  attachment  and  frieud- 
ship,  lie  wishes  more  than  bare  professions  were 
iu  his  power ;  ttuit  be  was  really  able  to  be  useful 
to  them  all  in  future  life.  He  llutters  himself 
however,  they  will  do  him  the  justice  to  believe, 
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tliAt  whatever  cuuld  with  propriety  be  attempted 
by  him  has  beeu  done. 

"  Aud  bciug  now  to  coiicludo  these  his  last  pub- 
lic orders,  to  take  bis  ultimate  leave  iu  a  ahurt 
time  (if  the  millLiry  cbumotar,  and  to  bid  a  lliiiil 
adieu  to  the  anuies  he  lias  ao  long  had  tlie  honor 
to  command,  he  can  only  offer  io  their  behalf  his 
recommendatioua  to  their  grateful  country,  and 
hie  prayers  to  the  God  of  armies.  May  ample  jus- 
tice be  done  them  here,  and  may  the  choicest  of 
Heaven's  favors,  both  here  and  hereafter,  attend 
those  who,  uuder  the  Divine  auspices,  have  secured 
innumerable  blessings  for  others.  With  these 
■wishes,  and  this  beuediciion,  the  commander-in- 
chief  is  about  to  retire  from  serviee.  The  cur* 
tain  of  separation  will  soon  be  drawn,  and  the 
militBry  scene  to  him  will  be  closed  for  ever." 

There  was  a.  straightforward  simplicity  in 
Washington's  aildresses  to  his  army ;  they  were 
BO  void  of  timiid  phrases  or  rhetorical  embellish- 
ments ;  the  counsels  given  in  them  were  so  sound 
and  practicable ;  the  feelings  expressed  in  them 
so  kind  and  benevolent,  and  so  perfectly  in  ac- 
cordance with  itis  character  and  conduct,  that  they 
always  had  an  irresistible  etTcct  on  the  rudest  and 
roughest  hearts. 

A  person  who  ivas  present  at  the  breaking  up 
of  the  army,  and  whom  we  have  hod  frequent  oc- 
casion to  cite,  oliserves,  on  the  conduct  of  the 
troops,  "  The  advice  of  their  beloved  eommander- 
in-chief,  aud  the  resolves  of  Congress  to  p.ty  and 
oompensale  them  in  such  maimer  as  the  ability  of 
the  United  Slates  would  permit,  operated  to  keep 
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tliem  quiet  aud  prevmit  tumult,  but  no  description 
would  Iw  adeijuate  to  the  pidniiil  circumetaiioca  of 
the  purling  scene."  "  Both  officers  and  soldierH, 
long  unaccustomed  to  the  affairs  of  private  life, 
turned  loose  on  the  world  lo  starve,  and  to  be- 
come the  prey  to  vullure  speculators.  Never  can 
ihnt  melancholy  day  be  forgotten  when  Mends, 
companions  for  seven  long  years  in  joy  and  in 
sorrow,  were  torn  asunder  witliout  the  hope  of 
ever  meetiug  again,  aud  with  prospects  of  a  mis- 
erable subsistence  in  future." ' 

Notwithslandiug  every  exertion  had  been  made 
for  the  evacuation  of  New  York,  bul-H  was  the 
□umber  of  persons  and  the  quantity  of  effects  of 
all  kjoda  to  be  conveyed  away,  that  the  month  of 
November  was  far  advanced  before  it  could  be 
completed.  Sir  Guy  Carleton  had  given  notice 
to  Wushiugton  of  the  time  he  snpposed  tlie  dif- 
ferent posts  would  be  vacated,  that  the  Ameriauia 
might  be  prepared  to  lake  possession  of  them. 
In  conseiiuence  of  this  notice.  General  George 
Clinton,  at  that  lime  Governor  of  New  York,  had 
summoned  the  members  of  the  Slate  council  to 
convene  at  East  Cheater  on  the  21at  of  Novem- 
ber, for  the  purpose  of  establishing  civil  govern- 
ment in  the  districts  hitherto  occupied  by  the 
British;  and  a  detachment  of  troops  was  marched 
&om  West  Point  to  be  ready  to  take  possesaiou 
of  the  posts  as  they  were  vacated. 

On  tlie  2lBt  the  British  troops  were  drawn  in 

from  the  oft-disputed  post  of  King's  Bridge  and 

&om  H'Gowau's   Pass,    also    from    the   various 
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posts  ou  the  easiera  part  of  Loug  IslaDiI.  Pau- 
lu8  Hook  was  relinquiahed  on  the  following  day, 
and  Uie  atleruoon  of  the  2dtk  of  November  was 
appoiuted  by  Sir  Guy  for  the  evacuutiou  of  the 
city  and  the  opposite  village  of  Brooklyn. 

WaBtuQgtoQ,  in  the  mean  time,  had  Uikeii  hia 
station  at  Harlem,  aciximpauied  by  Governor 
Clinton,  who  in  virtue  of  his  olSce,  was  to  take 
charge  of  the  city.  They  found  there  General 
Knox  with  Uie  detachment  from  West  Point. 
Sir  Guy  Carleton  had  intimated  a  wish  tliat 
Washington  would  be  at  hand  to  lake  immediate 
possession  of  the  city,  aud  prevent  all  outrage,  aa 
he  had  been  informed  of  a  plot  to  plunder  the 
place  whenever  the  king's  troops  should  be  with- 
drawn. He  hod  engaged,  also,  that  the  guards 
of  the  redoubts  on  the  East  River,  covering  the 
upper  part  of  the  towti,  should  be  ttke  first  to  be 
withdrawn,  and  that  an  officer  should  be  sent  to 
give  Washington's  advanced  guard  iuformatiou  of 
their  retiring. 

Although  Washington  doubted  the  existence 
of  any  such  plot  as  that  which  had  been  reported 
to  the  British  commander,  yet  he  took  precau- 
tions accordingly.  On  the  morning  of  the  25th 
the  American  troops,  composed  of  dragoons,  light 
iii&ntry  and  artiilerj',  moved  from  Harlem  to  the 
Bowery  at  the  upper  part  of  the  city.  There 
they  remained  uutil  the  troops  in  that  quarter 
were  withdrawn,  when  they  marched  uito  the  city 
and  took  posseasiou,  the  British  embaikiug  from 
the  lower  parts. 

A  formal  entry  then  took  place  of  the  military 
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ill"  enl«red  (lie  bnrge,  he  turned  lo  ihem,  look  off 
his  lint  and  waved  a  silent  adieu.  They  replied 
ill  the  same  manner,  and  having  watched  the  barge 
until  the  iDtervenitig  point  »f  the  Battery  shut  it 
from  sight,  returned,  still  BoleniD  and  ailent,  to  the 
place  nhere  they  bad  assembled.^ 

On  his  way  lo  Annapolis,  WashingtoD  slopped 
for  a  few  days  at  Pliiladelphia,  where  with  his 
iiBiial  exactness  in  miiiiers  of  business,  he  acljtisleil 
with  llie  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  his  accounts 
from  the  commencement  of  the  war  down  to  the 
13th  of  the  actual  month  of  December.  Tlioie 
were  all  in  his  own  hniidwriling,  and  kept  in  the 
cleanest  and  most  accurate  manner,  each  entry 
beii>g  accompanied  by  a  sEatemeut  of  the  occasion 
and  object  of  the  charge. 

The  gross  amount  was  about  fourteen  thousand 
tire  hundred  pounds  aierling ;  in  which  were  m~ 
cludud  moneys  expended  for  secret  intelligence 
and  service,  and  iu  various  incidental  charges. 
All  this,  it  must  be  noted,  wsb  an  account  of  money 
actually  expended  in  (he  progress  of  ihe  war ;  Dot 
for  arrearage  of  pay  ;  for  it  will  be  recnllecled 
Washington  accepted  uo  pay.  Indeed,  on  the  flaal 
adjuslment  of  his  accounts,  he  found  himself  & 
conniderahle  loaer,  having  frequently,  in  the  hurrjr 
of  business,  neglected  lo  credit  himself  wilh  sums 
drawn  from  his  privaie  purse  in 
exigency. 

The  schedule  of  his  public  acci 
not  the  least  among  the  mniiy  noble  i 
lessons  taught  by  his  characler  and  t 
1  Uinbsll's  Sjife  •>/  Watltifis^m. 
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L  elanda  a  touch-alone  of  honesty  in  oHioe,  aiid  k 
luting  rebuke  oq  that  lavisli  expenditure  of  the 
public  money,  too  oHen  heedlessly,  if  not  ivilirullyt 
imlulged  by  military  commauders. 

Ill  passing  through  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Bnd  Maryland,  the  scenes  of  bis  auxious  ntid  pre- 
^  carious  campsigas,  Washington  was  everywiiere 
L  hailed  with  enthugia.4m  by  tbe  people,  and  greeted 
with  addresses  by  legislative  asseniblies  and 
learned  and  religious  institutions.  He  accepted 
tbem  all  with  that  modesty  inberenl  lu  his  nature  ; 
little  liiinking  that  this  present  popularity  was  but 
the  early  outbreaking  of  a  fame,  that  was  to  go  on 
widening  and  deepening  from  generation  to  gen- 
eration, and  extending  over  the  whole  eirilixed 
world. 

Being  arrived  at  Annspolis,  he  addressed  S 
letter  to  tlie  President  of  Congress,  on  the  '^>ib 
of  December,  requesiing  to  know  iu  what  uianu«r 
it  would  be  most  proper  to  offer  bis  rv*'i'^iiMiou  ; 
whether  in  writing  or  at  ou  audieuoe.  The  latter 
■node  was  adopted,  and  the  Uall  of  Cuiigrees  ap- 
pointed Ibr  liie  oercniooial. 

A  letter  from  Wusbiugtou  to  the  Baron  Steuben, 
written  (Ml  tbe  23d,  concludes  as  follows  ;  "  This 
IB  the  laM  letter  I  sliall  write  trhiie  X  uuutjuiu:  iii 
the  service  of  my  country.  The  hour  uf  my  res- 
ignatioa  is  fixed  at  twelve  lo-dsy,  after  which  I 
■ball  beoMBQ  a  private  cillz«u  on  the  banks  of  the 
PotORMc" 

At  twdre  u'uluck  the  gallery,  and  «  great  part 
rf  the  floor  of  tlie  Hall  of  Congress,  wrre  filksil 
with  ladies,  wiUi  public  fuucliooari«s  of  llie  MKt«, 
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and  with  general  otBcera.  The  menibers  of  Con- 
gresa  were  aeattiil  aad  covered,  as  represenluUves 
nf  tbe  sorereignty  of  the  Union.  The  geullcmeQ 
present  as  epectalors  were  staading  aud  lutcov- 
ered. 

Wasbiogtooenlered,  conducted  bylhe  Sucrelary 
of  Congi'ess,  and  took  his  sent  in  a  dlair  appointed 
for  him.  Aflura  brief  pause  tbe  president  (Geu- 
erol  Sllfilia)  iulbnued  tiim,  that "  the  United  States, 
in  Congress  lusembled,  were  prepared  to  receive 
his  communication." 

Wasbington  then  rose,  and  in  a  dignified  and 
impressive  manner,  delivei'ed  a  short  address. 

"  Tlie  great  events,"  said  he,  "  ou  which  my  res- 
ignation depended,  having  at  lengtli  taken  place, 
I  now  have  the  honor  of  offering  my  sincere 
congratulations  to  Congress,  and  of  presenting 
myHelf  before  them,  lo  surrender  into  their  lianda 
the  trust  committed  to  me,  and  to  claioi  the  in- 
dulgence of  retiring  from  the  service  of  my  coun- 
try." 

After  expressing  his  obligations  to  the  army  in 
general,  and  acknowledging  the  peculiar  services 
and  distinguished  merits  of  the  confidential  officers 
who  had  been  attnched  to  bis  person,  and  eompoaed 
his  family  during  the  war,  and  whom  he  especially 
recommended  to  the  favor  of  Congress,  he  cou- 
linued,  — 

"  I  consider  it  an  indispensable  duty  to  dose 
this  last  solemn  act  of  my  olRcitd  life,  by  comtneud- 
ing  the  interests  of  our  dearest  country  to  the 
protection  of  Almighty  God;  and  those  who  have 
the  eupcrintendeuce  of  them,  to  his  holy  keeping. 
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"  HaTing  now  finished  the  work  aesigiied  me, 
I  retire  from  the  great  theatre  of  action ;  Aud, 
bidding  nn  afFectionale  fiirewell  to  this  august  body 
uuder  wbose  orders  I  have  long  acted,  I  here  offer 
mj  comniiasioD,  and  take  my  leave  of  all  the 
employ  men  IS  of  public  life." 

"  Few  tragedies  erer  drew  bo  many  tears  from 
HO  many  beautiful  eyea,"  says  a  writer  wlio  was 
present,  "  as  tbe  moring  manner  in  which  his 
Excellency  look  his  Hiial  leave  of  Congress,"  ' 

Having  delivered  his  commiBsioa  into  the  hands 
of  the  president,  the  latter,  in  reply  to  bis  address, 
bore  testimony  to  the  patriotism  with  which  he 
had  answered  to  the  call  of  his  country,  and  de- 
fended its  invaded  rights  before  it  had  formed  jJ- 
Uances,  and  while  it  was  without  funds  or  a  gov- 
ernment to  support  him  ;  to  the  wisdom  and  for- 
titude with  which  he  had  condacled  the  great 
military  contest,  invariably  regarding  the  rights 
of  the  civ3  power,  through  all  diiiaiiers  and 
changes.  "  You  retire,"  added  be,  "  from  the 
theatre  of  action  with  the  bleflsings  of  your  fel- 
low'Citizens ;  but  the  ^ry  of  your  virtues  will 
not  lermiuHle  with  yoor  military  commauil  ;  it 
will  coDtiBue  to  animate  remotest  ages." 

The  very  next  morning  Waabiij;i;ti>a  left  An- 
napolis, *od  basteried  to  bis  beloved  Mount  Ver- 
non, where  be  am'reil  the  same  day,  on  Christ- 
mas-eve, ID  a  frame  of  mind  suited  to  enjoy  the 
BOoed  and  genial  festival 
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ter  to  Governor  Clinton  :  "  I  feel  inyaelf  eased  of 
a  load  of  public  cure.  I  hope  to  spend  the  re- 
mnindcr  of  my  duys  in  ciiltivatiag  the  sffections 
of  good  meu,  hdJ  in  the  practice  of  the  domestic 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

Wmhinglon  at  Mount  Vernon.  —  A  Soldier's  Repose.  —  Plans 
of  Domestic  Uft.  —  Kind  Offer  of  the  Council  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. —  Hiatoriul  Applications.  —  News  of  Jacob  Van 
Braam.  —  Opening  of  Spring.  —  Agricultural  Life  resumed. 
—  Recolleiliona  of  the  Fairfaxes — Maeting  of  the  Order 
of  Cincinnati.  —  Tour  of  Washington  and  Dr.  Cfaik  to  the 
West.  —  ldea«  of  Intetual  ImproTemont.  —  Pftrting  with 

|0R  some  time  after  hia  relurti  to  Mount 
niou,  Washitigtoii  was  in  a  manner 

II  locked  up  bj  the  iue  aui]  snow  of  tin  im- 
commotily  rigorous  winter,  30  that  social  inter* 
course  was  interrupted,  and  he  could  not  even 
pay  a  Ti»it  of  duty  and  affectiou  tu  hia  aged 
mother  at  Fredericksburg.  But  it  was  enough 
for  him  at  present  that  he  was  at  length  at  liomo 
at  Mount  Vernon.  Yet  the  habitudes  of  the 
camp  still  haunled  him ;  he  could  hardly  realize 
that  he  TCiks  free  from  militarj  duties ;  on  waking 
in  (he  muruiug  he  almosl  expected  to  hear  the 
drum  going  its  stirring  rounds  and  beating  the 
reveille. 

"  Strange  as  if  may  seem,"  writes  he  to  Gen- 
eral Knox,  "it  is  nevertheless  true,  tliat  it  was 
not  until  very  lately  I  could  get  the  better  of  my 
usual  custom  of  rumiutiting  as  soon  as  1  wiiked 
in  the  morning,  on  the  business  of  the  ensuing 
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day ;  and  of  niy  surprise  at  finding,  after  revnlv- 
ing  roEiny  [liings  in  my  miud.thut  I  was  no  Ion; 
B  public  man,  nor  had  anylhin^  to  do  wilL  public 
trauaaclioQB.  I  feel  now,  bowerer,  as  I  conceive 
a  weary  traveller  must  do,  who,  after  treading 
many  a  weary  step,  with  a  heavy  burthen  on 
ahoulderg,  a  eased  of  the  latter,  having  reached 
the  haven  to  which  all  the  former  were  directed, 
and  from  his  house-lop  is  looking  back,  and  tra- 
cing, with  an  eager  eye,  tlie  oiejtnilers  by  which 
he  escaped  the  quicksands  and  mires  which  lay 
iu  his  way:  and  iuto  which  none  bnt  ttie  all- 
powerful  Guide  (inJ  Dispenser  of  human  eve 
could  have  prevenleil  his  falling." 

And  in  a  letter  to  Lafayette  he  writes  ;  "  Free 
from  the  bustle  of  a  camp  and  the  bu»>y  ecei 
of  public  life,  I  am  solacing  myself  with  those 
tranquil  enjoyments  which  the  soldier,  who  is  ever 
in  pursuit  of  fame,  the  statesman,  whose  watchfiil 
days  and  sleepless  uiglits  are  spent  in  devising 
eohemes  to  promote  the  welfare  of  his  own,  per- 
haps the  ruin  of  other  countries  —  as  if  this  globe 
was  insufficient  for  us  all ;  and  the  courtier,  who 
is  always  watching  the  countenance  of  his  prince 
in  hopes  of  catching  a  gracious  smile,  can  have 
very  Hltle  conception.  I  have  not  only  retired 
from  all  public  employments,  but  I  am  retiring 
within  myself,  and  shall  be  able  to  view  the  sol- 
itary walk,  and  tread  the  paths  of  private  life 
with  heartfelt  satisfaction.  Envious  of  none,  I 
ftm  determined  to  be  pleased  with  all;  and  this, 
my  dear  friend,  being  the  order  of  my  march,  I 
will  move  gently  down  the  stream  of  life  until  I 
sleep  with  my  fathere." 
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And  subsequently,  in  a  letter  to  the  Mar- 
i  diioness  de  Lafuyette,  inviting  her  to  America 
e  the  country,  "  young,  rude,  and  uncuSti- 
L  VBted  B9  it  i.t,"  fur  tlie  liberties  of  which  her  hus- 
band had  fought,  bled,  and  actjnired  much  glory, 
Bnd  where  everybody  lulmired  and  loved  him,  he 
adds :  "  I  am  now  enjoying  domestic  case  under 
the  Bhadow  of  my  own  Tine  and  my  own  fig-tree, 
in  a  small  villa,  with  the  implements  of  husbandry 

and  lambkins  abont  me Come,  then, 

let  me  entreat  you,  and  call  my  cottage  yonr 
own ;  for  your  doors  do  not  open  to  you  with 
more  readiness  than  niijie  would.  You  will  see 
the  plain  manner  in  which  we  live,  and  meet  with 
rustic  civility  ;  and  you  shall  taste  the  simplicity 
of  rural  life.  It  will  diversify  the  scene,  and  may 
give  you  a  higher  relish  for  the  gayeties  of  the 
court  when  you  reluni  to  VereailleB." 

During  tho  winter  storms,  he  enlicipates  the 
time  when  the  return  of  the  sun  will  enable  hiro 
to  welcome  his  friends  and  companions  in  arms 
to  partake  of  his  honpitality ;  and  lays  down  hia 
unpretending  plan  of  receiving  the  curious  vis- 
itors who  are  likely  to  throng  in  upon  him. 
"  My  manner  of  living,"  writes  he  to  a  friend, 
"  is  plain,  and  I  do  not  mean  to  be  put  out  of  it. 
A  glass  of  wine  and  a  bit  of  mutton  are  always 
ready  ;  and  such  as  will  be  content  to  partake 
of  them,  are  always  welcome.  Those  who  ex- 
pect more  will  be  disappointed." 

Some  degree  of  economy  was  necessary,  for 
bis  financial  concerns  had  suffered  during  the 
war,  and  the  products  of  his  estate  had  fallen  off 
during  hia  long  absence. 
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lu  Uie  meao  tirae  Ibe  supreme  council  of 
FeansylvitDia,  properly  npprecialiiig  the  diaiuter^ 
esleduesa  of  his  couduct,  nnd  awam  that  popuUr 
bve  and  popular  curiosity  would  aliract  crowds 
of  visitors  to  Mount  Vernon,  and  subject  him  w 
extmordiuary  expenses,  had  iostructed  tbeir  del- 
egates in  Congress  to  call  the  atlenliou  of  timt 
body  lo  these  circurostaiices,  with  a  view  la  pro- 
duce some  national  reward  fur  his  emiiieut  ser- 
vices. Before  acting  upon  these  insiructions, 
the  deiegHies  were  directed  to  send  a.  copy  of 
them  to  Washingloti  for  his  approbaliou. 

Ue  received  the  document  while  buried  In  ac- 
counts and  calculations,  and  when,  had  he  been  of 
merceriHry  disposition,  the  offered  iuierfentioa  in 
his  favor  would  have  seemed  most  seasonable ;  but 
he  at  once  most  gmlefully  and  respectfully  de- 
clined it,  jeiklously  maintaiuiug  the  satisfaction  of 
having  served  his  country  at  the  sacridce  of  his 
private  interests. 

Applicalioas  began  to  be  made  to  him  by  per- 
sona desirous  of  writing  the  history  of  Ihe  ItevD- 
lulion,  for  access  to  the  public  papers  in  his  pos- 
sessioD.  He  excused  himself  from  submitting  to 
their  inspection  those  relative  to  the  occurreuces 
and  transactions  of  bis  late  command,  until  Con- 
gress should  see  lit  to  open  their  arcliivbs  lo  tha 
historian. 

His  old  friend,  Dr.  Craik,  made  a  similar  ap- 
plication to  Wasbiugtou  in  behalf  of  a  person  who 
purposed  lo  write  his  memoirs.  He  replied,  that 
any  memoir  of  his  life  distinct  and  unconnected 
nith  the  general  history  of  the  war,  would  rather 
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'hurt  his  feelings  th«n  flatler  liis  pride,  wliile  he 
flould  Dot  furnish  the  papers  and  informatiou  cod- 
necled  with  it  witliout  subjecting  himself  to  tlie 
imputation  of  Tanilj',  ndding ;  "  I  had  rather 
le«ve  it  to  posterity  to  think  and  eay  wiml  tliejr 
please  of  mu,  thati,  by  nnj  act  of  mine,  to  have 
Tflnily  or  osientnlion  imputed  to  me," 

It  waa  a  curiouH  circumstHnce,  thnt  scnrce  httd 
■Washington  retired  from  the  boBile  of  arms  and 
hung  up  his  aword  at  Mount  Vernon,  when  he 
received  a  letter  from  the  worthy  who  had  first 
tanght  him  the  use  of  that  sword  in  these  very 
halK  In  a  word,  Jacob  Van  Braam,  his  early 
teacher  of  the  sword  exercise,  his  fellow  oim- 
paigner  and  unlucky  interpreter  in  the  afiiiir 
of  the  Great  Meadows,  turned  up  once  more. 
His  letter  gave  a  glance  over  the  current  of  liis 
life.  It  would  appear  lliat  after  the  close  of  the 
French  war,  he  had  been  allowed  half  pay  irj  coii- 
eideraljon  of  his  services  and  misadventures  ;  and, 
in  process  of  time,  had  married,  and  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Wales  with  his  wife  and  hia  wife's  mother. 
He  had  cnrried  with  him  to  England  a  strong 
feeling  in  favor  of  Americn,  and  on  the  lireakhig 
out  of  ttie  Itevoluiion  had  been  very  free,  and,  oa 
he  seemed  to  think,  eloquent  and  effective  hi 
speaking  in  nil  companies  and  at  country  meetings 
against  the  American  war.  Suddenly,  as  if  to 
stop  his  mouUi,  he  received  orders  from  Lord 
Amherst,  then  commander-in-chie^  to  join  his 
regiment  (the  60tb),  in  which  he  waa  apfiohited 
eldest  captain  in  the  3d  battalion.  In  vuin  he 
pleaded  his  rural  occupations ;  his  farm  cultivated 


3 


4S-2 


LIFE   OF    WASniSGTOS. 


at  so  much  cost,  for  which  he  wiis  in  debt,  and 
which  mast  go  to  ruin  ehouM  he  nbfindoD  it  so 
abruptly.  No  excuse  was  ndmitted — he  j 
embark  and  aai!  for  Ensl  Kloridu,  or  lose  his 
pay.  Re  accordingly  Bailed  for  St.  Augustic 
the  beginning  of  1776,  with  a  couple  of  hundred 
recruits  picked  up  in  London,  resolving  lo  sell  out 
of  the  ar(ny  on  the  first  opportunity.  By  a  series 
of  cross-purposes  he  was  prevenl^ij  from  doing  » 
until  1770,  liaving  in  ihe  interim  made  ft  cam- 
paign in  Georgia.  "  He  quitted  the  ("erviee,**  hs 
odds,  '■  with  OS  much  pleasure  ^s  ever  a  young 
man  entered  it," 

He  then  returned  lo  England  and  took  up  liu 
residence  in  Devonshire ;  but  liis  invinrabte  pro- 
pensity to  talk  against  the  ministry  made  his 
residence  there  uncomfortable.  His  next  n 
therefore,  wna  to  the  old  fertile  province  of  Orlean- 
nois  in  France,  where  he  was  still  living  n( 
Malesherbes,  apparently  nt  his  ense,  enjoying  I 
inendship  of  the  distinguished  personage  of  ibat 
name,  and  better  versed,  it  is  to  he  hoped,  it 
French  language  thno  when  he  oihciated  as  in- 
terpreter in  the  capitulation  ut  llie  Great  Blead* 
owB.  The  worthy  major  appeared  to  contemplate 
with  joy  and  pride  the  eminence  to  which  his 
early  pupil  in  the  sword  esercise  had  attained. 

"  Give  me  leave,  sir,  before  I  conclude,"  writ* 
he,  "  to  pour  out  the  sentiments  of  my  soul  in 
congralulalioTia  for  your  successes  in  the  Amerioin 
contest  1  and  in  wishing  you  a  long  life,  to  eqjoy 
the  blessing  of  a  great  people  whom  you  1ih« 
been  the  chief  instrument  in  freeing  from  bond- 
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So  disappears  from  [he  scene  one  of  tbe  enrli- 
est  personages  of  our  liiatory. 

As  spring  advanced.  Mount  Vernon,  as  had 
been  anticipaleJ,  began  to  attract  numerous  vis- 
itors. Thej  were  received  in  the  frank,  unjire- 
tending  !i[yle  Wtisliington  lind  delennined  upon. 
It  was  truly  edir^iag  to  beh'ild  how  easilj  and 
couleuledly  he  subsided  from  the  authoritative  coiii- 
mauder-io-chicf  of  armies,  inlo  the  quiet  coun- 
try gentleman.  There  was  tiotliing  awkward  or 
violent  in  the  transition.  He  seemed  to  be  in 
his  natural  eleraeul.  Mrs.  Washington,  loo,  who 
had  presided  with  quiet  dignity  at  head-qutirters, 
ood  cheered  the  wintry  gloom  of  Valley  Forge 
with  her  preaeuce,  presided  with  equal  amenity 
and  grace  at  the  simple  board  of  Mount  Vernon. 
She  had  a  cheerful  good  sense  that  always  made 
ber  ftu  agreeable  companion,  and  was  an  excel- 
lent niBunger.  She  has  been  remarked  for  an 
inveterate  habit  of  knitting.  It  had  been  ac- 
quired, or  at  least  fostered,  in  the  wintry  encamp- 
mentB  of  the  Revolulioii,  where  she  UHed  to  set 
an  example  to  her  lady  visitors,  by  diligently  ply- 
ing her  needles,  knitting  stockings  for  the  poor 
destttut«  soldiery. 

In  enleriug  upini  the  oat-door  management  of 
hia  estate,  Washington  was  but  doing  in  penuin 
what  be  had  long  been  doing  tbrougli  others. 
He  Lad  never  virtually  ceased  to  be  tbe  agricul- 
lar!»t.  Thniughuiit  nil  his  campaigns  he  had 
kept  himself  informed  of  tbe  oourae  of  rural  af- 
&in  at  Momil  Veruon.  liy  meaoi  of  maps  on 
which  every  field  was  kid  dowu  and  numbered, 
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he  wiu  enabled  to  give  directions  for  lixm  wtt- 
t:ral  cultivation,  Biid  receive  acconnla  of  their  sev- 
eral crops.  So  Lurry  of  affairs  prevented  a  OOt- 
reapondeuce  with  bis  overseer  or  Bgenti  vd  1m 
exacted  weekly  reports.  Thoa  bis  ruml  were 
iaterwDven  with  his  mtlilar^  cares;  the  agricoW 
turiat  was  mingled  with  the  soldier;  and  those 
fiirang  sympathies  with  the  hones)  cultivators  of 
the  soil,  and  that  paternal  care  of  their  iotereeta 
to  be  noted  tbroughoat  bb  military  career,  may 
be  ascribed,  in  a  great  measnre,  to  the  sweetening 
influences  of  Mount  Vernon.  Yet  as  spring  re> 
liimed,  and  he  resnined  his  rides  about  the  bem- 
tiful  neighborhood  of  this  haven  of  hb  hopes,  he 
roust  have  been  mournfully  sensible,  now  and  iheiK 
of  the  changes  which  time  and  events  bad  effected 

The  Fairfaxes,  the  kind  friends  of  his  boyhood, 
and  social  companions  of  his  riper  years,  were  no 
longer  at  hand  to  share  hb  pleasures  and  lighten 
his  carea.  There  were  no  more  hunting  dinners 
at  Belvoir.  He  paid  a  sad  visit  to  that  happy  re- 
sort of  his  youth,  and  contemplated  with  a  moam- 
fnl  eye  its  charred  ruins,  and  the  desolalJoo  of 
its  once  ornamented  grounds.  George  William 
Fairfax,  its  former  possessor,  was  in  England  ; 
hb  political  principles  bad  detained  him  there 
during  the  war  and  part  of  bis  property  had 
been  sequestered ;  still,  thongli  an  exile,  he  con- 
tinned  in  heart  a  frieud  to  America,  hb  band  had 
been  open  to  relieve  the  distresses  of  Americana 
in  £[igland,  and  he  kept  up  a  cordial  correspond- 
ence with  Washington. 
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Old  Lord  FairfRx,  the  Nirarnd  of  Greenway 
Court,  Washiugton's  enrly  frieiid  mid  piitron,  with 
whom  he  bad  first  learned  lo  follow  the  hounda, 
hud  lived  on  in  a  greeu  old  age  at  his  sylvan  re- 
treat io  the  beautiful  valley  of  the  Shenandoah  ; 
popular  with  bis  neighbors  and  unmolested  by  the 
Whigs,  although  frunk  and  open  in  hia  Bdheren(;o 
(o  Great  Britain.  He  had  attained  his  ninety- 
second  year  when  tidings  of  the  Hurrendei'  of 
Yorktowa  wounded  the  national  pride  of  the  old 
cavalier  to  the  quiuk,  and  snapped  the  attenuated 
thread  of  his  existence. ' 

The  time  was  now  approaching  when  the  first 
general  meeting  of  the  Order  of  Cincinnati  wae  to 
be  held,  and  Washington  saw  with  deep  concern  a 
popular  jealonay  awakened  concerning  it.  Judge 
Burke,  of  South  Ciirulina,  had  denounced  it  in  n 
pamphlet  as  an  attempt  lo  elevate  the  military 
above  the  civil  classes,  niid  to  institute  an  order 
of  nobility.      The    legislature   of  MaBsacbusella 
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BOQDdeJ  an  altirtn  that  waa  echoed  id  Connediimu 
HDd  prolonged  from  Stule  to  State.  The  whola 
Union  waa  put  on  ils  guard  against  tbis  eBbrt 
10  form  a  hereditary  aristocracy  out  of  the  mili- 
lary  cbie&  aiid  powerful  families  of  the  several 

WuBhiuglon  endeavored  to  allay  this  jealoosy, 
III  hia  letters  ia  the  presidents  of  the  Stale  s( 
lies,  notifying  the  meeting  which  was  to  be  bdd 
in  Philadelphia  on  the  1st  of  &Iay.  he  expressed 
his  earueat  solicitude  that  it  should  be  respeciablo 
for  numbers  and  abilities,  and  wise  and  deliberate 
iu  its  proceedings,  so  as  to  convince  tlie  public 
that  the  objects  of  the  institution  were  patriotic  and 
trustworthy. 

The  society  met  at  the  appointed  time 
place.  Washington  presided,  and  by  his  sagacioni 
counsels  effected  modilicalioas  of  iis  coiistitutioo. 
The  hereditary  principle,  and  the  power  of  eleot- 
ing  boDoi-ary  members,  were  abolished,  and  it  w 
reduced  to  the  harmless,  but  highly  respectable 
fooling  ou  which  it  still  exists. 

I[|  notifying  the  French  military  atid  naval  ofli' 
cers  included  in  the  society  of  the  changes  which 
had  taken  place  iu  its  constitution,  he  expressed 
his  nrdont  hopes  that  it  would  render  permanent 
iliose  friendships  and  connections  which  had  hap- 
pily taken  root  between  the  officers  of  the  i 
nations.  All  cliiinors  against  the  order  a 
tuised.  Il  became  a  rallying  plaea  for  old  ct 
rades  in  Arms,and  Washington  continued  to  pre- 
side over  it  until  his  death. 

In  a  letter  to  the  Chevalier  de  Cliastiillux,  fur 
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whom  lie  felt  an  especial  regurd,  aflcriDvitiiig  biot 
[o  the  meeting,  he  adds :  ''  I  will  oaly  repent  to 
you  the  assuraDces  of  my  friendsbip,  and  of  the 
pleasure  I  should  feel  in  aeeing  you  in  (lie  shade 
of  those  trees  which  my  hands  have  planted  ;  and 
which,  by  their  rapid  growth,  at  once  indicate  u. 
knowledge  of  uiy  deuliuing  years,  and  llieir  disposi- 
tioD  to  (spread  their  mantleB  over  me,  before  I  go 
hence  to  return  no  more." 

On  the  17lh  of  August  he  was  gladdened  by 
having  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  under  his  roof, 
who  had  recently  arrived  from  France,  The 
marquis  passed  a  fortnight  with  him,  a  loved  and 
cherished  guest,  at  the  end  of  which  he  departed 
for  a  lime,  to  be  present  at  the  ceremony  of  a 
treaty  with  the  Indians. 

Washington  now  prepared  for  a  tour  to  the  west 
of  the  Appalachian  Alounlains,  to  visit  his  lauds  on 
tbe  Ohio  and  Kanawha  rivers.  Dr.  Craik,  the 
tompanbii  of  bis  various  campaigns,  and  who  had 
accompanied  hiin  in  1770  on  a  similar   tour,  was 

ho  his  fellow-lraveller.  The  way  tliey  were  to 
travel  may  be  gathered  from  Washington's  direc- 
tions lo  the  doctor :  "  You  will  have  occasion  to 
take  nothing  from  home  but  a  servant  to  look  nfler 
your  horses,  and  such  bedding  as  you  may  think 
proper  to  make  use  of.  I  will  corry  a  mai'quee, 
eome  camp  utemiils,  and  a  few  stores.  A  buut,  or 
kind  of  vessel,  will  be  provided  for  ilie 
voyage  down  the  river,  either  at  my  place  on  the 
Youghiogheny  or  Fort  Pill,  measures  for  this  pur- 

Ipose  having  already  been  taken.  A  few  medicinea, 
Bud  hooks  and  lines,  you  may  probably  want." 


tl 
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Tliis  soldier-like  lour,  made  iti  lianly  mililtuy 
Btyle,  with  tent,  pnek-liorses,  and  frngiU  BuppUes, 
took  him  once  more  among  the  scenes  or  his  yuiilh' 
fal  expeditions  when  h  Innd  surveyor  in  the  employ 
of  Lord  Fairfnx,  a  leader  of  Virginia  militia,  or 
nn  Aide-de-camp  of  the  unfortunate  Braddock. 
A  veteran  now  in  years,  and  a  general  reuowned 
in  arms,  he  soberly  permitted  his  steed  lo  pick  his 
way  across  the  mountains  hy  the  old  military  route, 
still  called  Braddoch's  Bottd,  over  which  he  haxl 
apurrod  in  ihe  days  of  youthful  ardor.  His  orig- 
inal intention  had  been  to  surrey  and  inspect  bis 
lauds  ou  the  Monongahela  River  ;  then  (o  descend 
the  Ohio  to  the  Great  Kanawha,  where  also  he  had 
large  tracts  of  wild  land.  On  firriving  on  the 
Monongahela,  however,  he  heard  sudi  accounts  of 
discontent  and  irritation  among  the  Indian  tribes, 
that  be  did  not  consider  It  prudent  to  venture 
among  them.  Some  of  his  land  ou  the  Mononga- 
hela waB  settled ;  the  rest  was  in  the  wilderness, 
and  of  little  value  in  the  present  unquiet  state  of 
the  country.  He  abridged  his  tour,  therefore ; 
proceeded  no  further  west  than  the  Mouongahela ; 
ascended  that  river,  and  then  struck  soulhwanl 
through  the  wild,  unsettled  regions  of  the  Allc- 
ghanies,  until  he  came  one  into  the  Shenandoah 
Valley  near  Staunton.  He  returned  to  Mount 
Vernon  on  the  4ih  of  October ;  hnving,  since  the 
1st  of  September,  travelled  on  horseback  sis  hun- 
dred and  eighty  miles,  for  a  greot  part  of  the  time 
in  wild,  mountainous  country,  where  he  was 
obliged  Ut  encamp  at  nigbl.  This,  like  his  tour  to 
the  northern  forts  with  Giovernor  Clinton,  jj;nve 
proof  of  hb  uit&iluig  vigor  and  activity. 
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Daring  nil  ibis  tour  \\a  Imd  carelully  ob^ci'vud 
>  the  course  and  diameter  of  the  strcnins  flowing 
from  the  weal  into  the  Ohio,  and  the  tlistatico  of 
their  oHvigiible  parts  from  the  bead  Davigalion  of 
the  rivers  east  of  the  mountaius,  with  tlie  nearest 
Bnd  best  portage  between  them.  For  many  years 
he  had  beeo  courinced  of  the  praclieabilily  of  an 
easy  and  fihort  communicatioa  between  the  Polo- 
mac  anil  James  rivers,  and  the  waters  of  the 
Ohio,  and  Ihcuce  on  to  the  great  chain  of  laki», 
and  of  the  vast  advantages  that  would  result 
therefrom  to  the  Stales  of  Virginia  and  Maryland. 
He  had  even  attempted  to  xl  n  company  oji  foot 
to  mtderuke  at  their  own  expense  the  opening  of 
Buob  a  communication,  but  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Revolution  had  put  a  stop  to  the  enterprise. 
One  object  of  his  recent  lour  was  to  make  obser- 
vations and  collect  information  on  the  subject; 
Bud  all  that  he  had  seen  and  heard  quickened  hb 
solicitude  to  carry  the  scheme  into  eSecl, 

Political  aa  well  as  commercial  interests,  he 
conceived,  were  involved  in  the  enterprise.  He 
had  noticed  that  the  flanks  and  roar  of  the  United 
States  were  possessed  by  foreign  and  formidable 
powers,  who  might  lure  the  Western  people  into 
8  trade  and  alliance  with  them.  The  Western 
Slates,  he  observes,  stood  as  it  were  upon  a  pivot, 
so  that  the  touch  of  a  feather  might  turn  them 
any  way.  They  had  looked  dosvn  the  Mississippi, 
and  been  tempted  in  that  direction  by  the  facil- 
ities of  sending  everything  down  tlie  streamj 
whereas  they  hod  no  means  of  coming  to  us 
bat    by   long   laud    traii  a  portal  ions    and    rugged 
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roaclH.  The  jealooa  and  uutoward  UUposition  of 
tbu  SpHiii»rilH,  it  was  true,  almost  barred  the  d 
of  ihe  Mississippi ;  but  they  might  cIiaDge  their 
policy,  Ekod  iuvite  trade  io  that  direclion.  The 
retentiou  by  the  British  government,  also,  of  tl 
posts  of  Detroit,  Niagara,  and  Osvcgo,  though 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  treaty,  shut  up  the 
chanoel  of  trade  io  thut  quarler.  These  posts, 
howeTer,  would  eveutually  be  given  up;  and  theu, 
he  was  persuaded,  tlie  people  of  New  York  would 
lose  no  tirne  in  removing  every  obstacle  in 
way  of  a  water  commuuication  ;  and  "  I  shall  be 
mistakeu,"  said  be,  "  if  they  do  not  build  vessels 
for  the  navigation  of  the  lakes,  which  will  super- 
sede the  necessity  of  coasting  on  either  side." 

It  behooved  Virginia,  therefore,  to  lose  do  time 
io  availing  herself  of  the  present  favorable  coo- 
Juncture  Io  secure  a  share  of  western  trade  by 
connecting  the  Potomac  and  James  rivers  with 
the  waters  beyond  the  mountains.  The  industry 
of  the  wesleru  settlers  bad  hitherto  been  dieoked 
by  the  want  of  outlete  to  their  products,  owing  to 
the  before-mentioned  obstacles :  "  Uut  smooth  the 
road,"  said  he.  "  and  make  easy  the  way  for  tl 
and  then  see  what  an  influx  of  articles  will  pour 
upon  us  ;  bow  amazingly  our  exports  will  be  in- 
creased by  them,  and  how  amply  all  shall  be  com- 
peosated  for  any  trouble  and  expense  we  may  en- 
counier  to  effect  it." 

Such  were  some  of  the  ideas  ably  and  amply  set 
forth  by  him  in  a  letter  to  Benjamin  Harrison, 
Governor  of  Virginia,  who,  struck  with  bis  plan 
for  opuniug  the  navigation  of  the  western  waters, 
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lud  ilie  tetter  before  the  $Me  L«^ttlui«.  Ttw 
tkror  with  wluch  it  was  rewLved  iiiiluveJ  Wnshiiig- 
Ion  to  repair  lo  Richmond  mkI  givo  hi»  porsunnl 
support  to  the  meftsare.  He  arriveil  llivm  on  ihe 
I5lh  of  November.  On  tlie  following  iiiuruiug 
ft  committee  of  live  awmbera  of  ilie  House  of 
Assembly,  headed  by  Pfilriek  Henry,  wkiKhI  on 
him  in  behalf  of  th«t  body,  to  losiify  thoir  rovop- 
ence  for  his  character  niiil  affection  for  liio  |)ur- 
son,  and  their  sense  of  thu  |>n>ofB  given  by  lilm, 
l^ce  his  relum  to  prirnle  life,  thai  no  olinnge 
ftf  fiitimtion  could  turn  hi^  ihoughia  I'rotn  ilio  wui- 
of  his  country.  The  siigguBtioiis  of  Wiki>h> 
ington  in  his  letter  to  the  governor,  mid  liin  rHp* 
resenlations,  dnring  this  viitU  to  Kiuiimnnil,  gave 
the  first  impulse  to  the  great  Byfltem  of  intorrial 
improvement  since  pursued  throughout  (lie  Uriited 
Blatett. 

At  Richmond  ha  wa«  joined  by  the  Mnrqiii*  do 
Lafayette ;  who  since  their  sejiaration  lirvl  ncom- 
panied  tlie  commiBsioners  to  Kort  Schuyler,  atul 
been  present  at  the  formAtion  of  a  triMty  with 
the  Indituis ;  after  which  he  had  niaih]  n  tour  of 
the  Etulem  Slates,  "  erowued  everywhere,"  writes 
Washington,  "  with  wreaths  of  love  and  re* 
sped."  ' 

They   returned    Logetliter   to   Mount    Vvruoa, 
I^&yetle    agats  |>a«M»d   M:vcral   dayi,  a 
inmate  ot  the  duiiie*lic  (.-iri'le. 

euded,  Waahiogtoo,  lo  4e- 
■oeoe,  aoconipaiiirbd  biui  to  Aiuw|>- 
Mtiuut  Vtntou.  ba  wroi« 
lilt  ttardiWiMH  in  L^b/iKU. 
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a  farewell  letter  to  the  inanjuie,  bordering  more 
upon  tlie  sentimeulal  tlian  dmost  any  other  in 
his  multifurious  mrrespomleiice. 

"  lu  tlie  moment  of  our  separation,  upon  t 
roaJ  as  I  have  tnivelleil,  ond  every  hour  siaee.  I 
have  felt  all  ibnt  love,  respect,  and  attachment  for 
you,  with  which  length  of  years,  close  connection, 
and  your  merits  have  inspired  me.  I  oilen  asked 
my»eir,  as  our  carriages  geparaled,  whether  that 
was  the  last  sight  I  ever  should  have  of  you  ? 
And  though  I  wished  to  answer  No,  my  (ears  au- 
ewercd  Ves.  I  called  to  uiiud  tlie  days  of  my 
youth,  and  found  they  had  long  since  fled  to  i 
turn  no  more ;  that  I  waa  now  descending  t 
hill  I  had  been  fifty-two  years  climbing,  and  that, 
though  I  was  blessed  with  a  good  constitution,  I 
was  of  a  short-lived  family,  and  might  soon  ex- 
pect to  be  entombed  in  the  miiuaiou  of  my  fathers. 
These  thoughts  darkened  the  shades,  and  gure  ■ 
gloom  to  the  picture,  and  consequently,  to  my 
prospect  of  ever  seeing  you  again." 


CHAPTER  XXXV. 

Scbeme  of  Inland  NavigmioD.  —  Sbnrts  ol  Slock  oSered  to 
Wwhinglon.  —  Declini'd.—  Riirnl  ImproTOinpnts.  —  The 
T«i  Of  Letter-writing.  —The  Tax  of  Silting  for  l-its- 
nenaiBk  —  Omameata!  Gardening.— Uanagemcnt    of  the 

I        Estate UomBttic  Lifa.  — Visit  of  Mr.  Watson. —Be veiv 

entiaJ  Awe  inspired  by  Wellington.—  Irksome    to  him.  — 

I  Insianees  of  hia  Feaike  Gayetj'.- Of  hia  Lant^liing.— 
Passion  for  Hunting  revived.  — Dimlh  of  General  Greene  — 
His  Cbarncter.  —  Washington 'a  Regreta  and  Eocaminmi. 
Letun  to  Ihe  French  Noblemen. 

jHBEBASHINGTON'S  zeal  for  Ihe  public  good 
BpWkHJ  had  now  fouiitl  a  new  chaimel ;  or,  rntlier, 
Qjgjgl  his  Inle  tours  into  the  iuterior  of  the 
TJiibn  had  quickened  ideas  long  existing  in  his 
mind  on  the  subject  of  internid  navigation.  In 
a  letter  to  Richard  Henr;  Lee,  recently  chosen 
President  of  Congress,  hti  urged  it  upon  his  at- 
tention ;  su^esting  that  the  western  waters  should 
be  explored,  their  navigable  capnbilitiea  ascer- 
tained, and  that  a  complete  raap  should  be  made 
of  the  country ;  that  in  all  grants  of  land  bj  the 
United  States,  there  should  be  a  reserve  made  for 
Bpecial  sole  of  all  mines,  mineral  and  salt  npririgs ; 
that  a  medium  price  should  be  adopted  for  the 
western  landi*,  sufficient  to  prevent  monopoly,  but 
not  to  discourage  useful  settlers.  He  had  a  sal- 
utary horror  of  "  land  jobbers  "  and  "  roaming 
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speculators,"  prowling  about  the  country  lilce 
wolvBs ;  mai'kiug  and  surveying  valuable  spots 
to  the  great  disquiet  of  the  Indian  tribes.  "  Tlie 
spirit  of  emigration  is  great,"  said  be ;  "  people 
liave  gut  impHiieut,  uiid  (hough  you  cauoot  slop 
the  road,  it  b  yet  in  your  power  to  mark  the 
way  ;  it  little  wliile,  and  you  will  not  be  able  to 
do  either." 

In  the  latter  part  of  Dccetaber  he  watt  at  An- 
napolis, at  the  request  of  the  Assembly  of  Vir- 
ginia, to  arrange  matters  with  the  Ae^mbly  of 
Mnrylmid  respecting  the  communicatiou  between 
the  Potomac  and  the  western  waters.  Through 
his  indefatigable  exertions  two  coropaniea  were 
formed  under  the  pntronage  of  the  governments 
of  Ibese  Stales,  fur  opening  the  uaTigation  of  the 
Potomac  and  James  rivers,  and  he  was  appointed 
president  of  both.  By  a  unanimous  Tote  of  the 
Assembly  of  Virginia,  fifty  shares  in  the  Poto- 
mac, and  one  hundred  in  the  James  River  Com- 
pany, were  appropriated  for  his  benefit,  to  the 
end  that,  while  the  great  works  he  bud  promoted 
would  remain  moaumentB  of  liis  glory,  they  might 
abo  be  monuments  of  the  gratitude  of  bis  oouD- 
try.  The  aggregate  amount  of  these  shares  was 
about  forty  thousand  dollars. 

Washington  was  exceedingly  embarrassed  by 
the  appropriation.  To  decline  so  noble  and  une- 
quivocal a  testiinonial  of  the  good  opinion  and 
good-will  of  bis  countrymen,  might  be  construed 
into  disrespect,  yet  he  wished  to  be  perfectly  free 
to  exercise  his  judgment  and  express  bis  opiuioos 
in  the  matter,  without  being  liable  to  the  least 
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saspicion  of  inlcreste<l  motives.  It  liail  been  his 
fixed  delermi nation,  abo,  when  he  surrendered  his 
military  commaDd,  never  to  hold  anj  other  office 
under  govemmeut  to  which  emolumeut  might  be- 
come a  necessary  appendage.  From  this  resolu- 
tioH  his  mitid  hod  never  swerved. 

While,  however,  he  declined  to  receive  the 
proSercd  shares  fur  his  own  benefit,  he  intimated 
a  disposition  to  receive  them  in  trust,  to  be  ap- 
I  -plied  to  the  use  of  some  object  or  itistilutioo  of  a 
Kiblic  nature.  His  wislies  were  complied  with, 
tnd  the  shares  were  nliimalely  appropriated  by 
I  institutions  devoted  to  public  edu(»tion. 
^Tet,  though  the  love  for  his  country  would  thas 
tsterfere  with  his  love  for  his  home,  the  dream  of 
oral  retirement  at  Mouut  Venion  still  went  on. 

"The  more  I  am  acquainted  vrith  agricultural 
iffaira,"  he  say?,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend  in  England, 
*Ihe  better  I  am  pleased  with  them;  iiisirmuch 

t  I  can  nowhere  find  so  much  salinfaction  as  in 
those  iiinoca^nl  and  useful  pursuits.  While  indulg- 
ing tliese  feelings,  I  am  led  to  reflect,  how  mudi 
more  delighlful  to  an  undebauched  mind  is  tbo 
Utsk  of  making  improvements  on  the  larili,  than 
all  the  vainglory  iliat  can  be  acquired  rn>m  rav- 
aging it  by  the  most  uninterrupted  career  of  con- 
quest." 

"  How  pitiful,  in  the  age  of  reason  and  relig- 
ion, is  that  false  ambition  which  de«olale«  the 
world  with  lire  and  sword  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
quest  and  fitme,  compared  to  the  milder  virtues 
of  malting  our  neighbors  and  our  fellow-men  as 
happy  as  their  frnil  convictions  and  perishable 
_  natares  will  permit  Uiem  to  be." 
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ttnitj  ottat,'  writes  be  to  die  govtnot,  ' 

be  glad  lo   rcccns  Ifce   lMl«n»-ti«es   or 

wbicli  joa  mkj  tUsk  earicMa  mmI  exotic  ■ 

M   I  sn  endoiroring  to  improTfl   ibe  ; 

about  toy  bouM  in  this  iraj."     H«  I 

lo  the  giTTemor'B  care  cer 

cfaoiixat  kioda  for  tlie  table,  wUcb  c 

Chevalier  de  Lnzerne  had  engaged  to  n 

France,  and  wbti^  miut  he  about  lo  arm*  it^ 

New  York.     He  is  literally  going  I 

his  own  vine  and  his  own  fi^tree,  and  devote  biio-  I 

self  (o  the  qoiel  pleasares  of  rural  life. 

At  the  opening  of  the  year  (1785)  the  eittries    I 
in  his  diary  show  him  diligenilj  employed  in  prep-  j 
aratinns    (o  improve    his  groves  and  shmbberj. 
On  the  lOch  c^  January  he  notei  that  the  white 
thom  i.4  Tnll  in  berry.     Oq  the  20th  be  b^ns  to  t 
clear  the  ptnegrovefl  of  noilergrowth. 

In  February  he  transplants  ivy  under  tiie  « 
of  the  garden  to  which  it  atill  clings.     In  March 
he  ts  planting  hem  lock-trees,  tlutl  most  bcsutiful    ' 
species  of  American  eyergrecD,  numbers  of  which    | 
bad    beeu    brought    hither  Erora    Occoquan.     lu 
April  he  is  sowinic  holly  berries  in  drills,  some  nd- 
joining  a  green-briar  Iiedge  on  the  north  side  of 
the  garden  gate ;  others    in  a   semicircle  on  tita-   | 
luwu.     Klany  of  the  holly  buabes  thus  produced,    , 
arc  Htill  HourishiDg  about  the  place  in  fiill  vigor. 
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jSe  hnd  learnt  the  policy,  not  suflicieally  adopted 
In  our  conatry,  of  clatliing  his  ornaraenled  grounds 
u  mucb  as  possible  witti  evergi'eens,  whicb  resist 
the  rigore  of  our  winter,  and  keep  up  a  ctiecriog 
verdare  tbroughout  the  year.  Of  the  li-eea  Gtied 
ibr  shade  in  paalure-lond  he  noKs  the  locust,  ma- 
ple, black  mulberry,  black  walnut,  black  gum, 
dogwood.  Kaii  sassafras,  none  of  which  he  observes, 
outteritilly  iujure  the  grass  beneath  them. 

Is  iheu  for  once  a  aoldier'a  dreiim  realized? 
Is  be  in  perfect  eujoyment  of  that  seclusion  from 
the  world  and  its  distractions,  which  he  bad  so  of- 
ten pictured  to  himself  amid  the  hardships  and 
turmoils  of  the  camp  ?  Aliis,  no  !  The  •'  post," 
that  "  herald  of  a  noisy  world,"  invades  his  quiet 
and  loads  his  table  with  letters,  until  correspond- 
ence becomes  an  intolerable  burden. 

He  looks  in  despair  at  the  daily  accumulating 
nuiss  of  unanswered  letters.  "  Many  miatnkenly 
thiok,"  writes  he,  "  that  I  am  retired  t«  ease,  and 
to  that  kind  of  tranquillity  which  would  grow 
tirewme  for  want  of  employment ;  but  at  no  pe- 
'my  life,  not  in  the  eight  years  I  served  the 
public,  have  I  been  obliged  to  write  so  much  my- 
ilf,  as  I  have  done  since  my  reiirement."  ^ 
Lgain,  "  It  is  not  the  letters  from  my  friends 
'hich  give  me  trouble,  or  add  aught  to  my  per- 
plexity. It  ia  references  lo  old  matters,  with 
which  I  have  nothing  lo  do;  applications  which 
oden  cannot  be  complied  with  ;  inquiries  which 
would  require  the  pen  of  a  historian  to  satisfy; 
letters  of  compliment  as  uimieaniug  perhaps  as 
t  Lfltter  to  Bieharil  Henry  Leo. 


k  of  tins  drudgerj  ctf  tka  p 
mkmummtij  idieved  hj  Mr.  T~ 
jmu^  ytlewu  of  New  ITimpifc 
flf  Hvnrd  CoOc^e,  wlw  mettd  i 
RoMw^,  and  at  the  wtmm  tine  I 
lite  lUMnKtion  ef  the  bndhiURBi 
Rvfce  CMtb,  wbam  WvUi^laB  b  

There  WW  aBotlcr  tax  uapoted  bjr  Ua  « 
ritj  Bptn    kit  tiaie   aad  palien 
wne  eontbHwDj  laade  to  hioi  to  nt  fcr  Ut  £ 
MM.     Tbe  fUfanring  b  ha  «p>»cti»«  i    '        ~ 
FnuKiB  Hopkinaou,  who  applied  ii 
Fine:  — 

"  •  £)  Jbr  a  peiutji  in  /or  a  ye 
i^*ge.     I  am  bo  hacknej^  to  ilie  londtea  of  ll 
painters'  pencil,    Uiat    I  am   altogether   i 
be«k,  and    sit  Mike    Patieace   on  a  mor 
whiUi  they  are  delineating  the  lines  of  mj  Ii 
II  is  a  proor  among  man;  others,  of  what  I 
and  natam  can  scooinplish.     At  first  1  was 
patient  at  the  retjuesi,  and  as  restive  under 
operation    an  a  colt  is    under  tbe    saddle. 
ncKi  lime  I  submitted  very  cetuclnntly.  bnt  v 
lest  flouncing.     Now  no  dray-horse  moves 
readily  to  hb  ibill.  than  I  to  the  painter's  t 
It  may  easily  be  conceived,  therefore,  that  I  yieUl 
a  ready  obedience  to    your  requeisl,  and  to  tbej 
Tiewg  of  Mr.  Pine." 
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It  WBA  oot  long  nfler  ihis  that  M.  Hauilon,  an 
Brtist  of  great  merit,  chosen  by  Mr.  Jefferson  aud 
Dr.  Frankliti,  arrived  from  Furis,  to  make  a  study 
of  Washington  for  a  statue,  for  the  Legislature 
of  Virginia.  He  remained  a  fortnight  at  Mouot 
Vernou,  and  having  formed  his  model,  took  it  with 
lum  to  Paris,  where  he  produced  that  exi:elleut 
statue  and  likeness,  to  be  seen  in  the  State  House 
in  Ricbmoud,  Virginia. 

Being  now  in  some  measure  relieved  from  the 
labors  of  the  pen,  Washington  had  more  time  to 
devote  to  hia  plan  for  ornamental  cultivaliou  of 
the  grounds  about  his  dwelling. 

We  find  in  hia  diary  noted  down  with  curious 
exactnesa,  each  day'a  labor  and  the  share  he  took 
in  it  1  his  freqent  rides  to  the  Mill  Swamp  ;  (he 
Dogue  Creek ;  the  "  Plantation  of  the  Neck," 
and  other  places  along  the  Potomac  in  quest  of 
young  elms,  ash-trees,  white  thorn,  crab-apples, 
maples,  mulherries,  willows,  aud  lilacs  ;  the  wind- 
ing walks  which  he  lays  out,  and  the  trees  and 
ebrubs  which  he  plants  along  them.  Now  he 
sows  acorns  and  buck-eye  nuts  brought  by  him- 
self from  the  Mononguhela  ;  now  he  opens  vistas 
through  the  Pine  Grove,  commanding  distant 
views  through  the  woodlands ;  and  now  he  twines 
round  his  columns  scarlet  honeysuckles,  which 
his  gardener  tells  him  will  blow  all  the  summer. 

His  care-worn  spirit  freshens  up  in  these  em- 
ployments. With  him  Mount  Vernon  is  a  kind 
of  idyl.  The  transient  glow  of  poetical  feeling 
which  ouco  visited  his  bosom,  when  in  boyhood 
be  rhymed  beneath  its  groves,  seems  about  to  re- 
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turn  ODce  more ;  and  we  please  oarselvea  with 
noting  among  the  trees  set  out  b;  him,  a  group 
of  joung  horse-cheslnnta  from  Westmorelaod,  liifl 
nalire  country,  ibe  haunt  of  his  schoolboy  days 
whicb  hnd  been  sent  to  him  by  Colonel  Lei 
(Lighl-hone  Harry),  the  eoo  of  his  "lowland 
beauty." 

A  diagram  of  the  plan  in  which  he  had 
out  his  grounils,  atill  remaios  among  Iu5  papers 
at  Mount  Vernon  ;  the  places  are  marked  on  it 
for  particular  Irees  aud  shrubs.  Some  of  thorn 
trees  and  ehrnba  are  still  to  be  fonnd  in  the  places 
thus  assigueil  to  them.  In  the  present  neglected 
state  of  Mount  Vemon,  its  walks  are  overgrown, 
aud  regetaljon  rnns  wild ;  but  it  is  deeply  inter- 
esting siill  to  find  traces  of  these  toils  in  wbidi 
WEkshinglon  delighted,  and  lo  know  thai  many  of 
the  trees  which  gave  it  its  present  uinbrageoin 
beanty  were  planted  by  his  hand. 

The  ornamental  cultivation  of  which  we  bare 
spoken,  was  corifined  to  the  grounds  appertain' 
ing  to  what  was  allied  the  raansion-honse  C 
all  but  his  estate  included  four  other  farms, 
lying  contiguous,  and  containing  three  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  sixty  acres ;  each  farm 
having  its  bailiff  or  overseer,  with  a  house  for 
liis  accommodation,  bams  and  out-houses  for  thft 
produce,  and  cabins  for  the  negroes.  On  a  gen- 
eral map  of  the  estate,  drawn  out  by  Washington 
himself,  these  farms  were  alt  laid  down  accurately 
and  their  several  fields  numbered :  he  knew  thfi 
soil  aud  local  qualities  of  ench,  and  regulated  tbs 
culture  of  them  accordingly. 
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In  Rildiliou  to  lliese  five  fiirms  there  were  Bev- 
eral  hundred  acres  of  fine  woodland,  so  thai  [he 
estate  presented  a  beitutifiil  diversity  of  land  and 
water.  lu  ibe  attkblt^  nisar  ibe  mnnaloii-houae 
were  the  carriage  aud  saddle  horses,  of  whicb  be 
was  very  choice  ;  on  the  four  farina  there  were 
S4  draft  horses,  12  mules,  317  bead  of  llAck  cat' 
tie,  360  sheep,  and  a  great  utimber  of  swine, 
which  lust  rail  at  large  lu  the  woods. 

Ue  uoiT  read  much  on  husbaiiilry  arid  gankn- 
ing,  and  copied  out  treali»tu!  on  tliose  subjects. 
He  curreiipunded  also  with  the  celebitited  Arthur 
Toung,  from  whom  he  obtained  seeds  of  all 
kinds,  improved  ploughs,  plans  for  liiyiiig  out 
iarm-yards,  and  advice  on  various  parts  of  rural 
economy. 

"  Agriciiltoi-e,"  writes  he  to  him,  "  has  ever 
been  among  the  most  favored  of  my  amtisemeuls. 
though  I  have  never  jMsscssed  much  skill  in  the 
art,  and  nine  years  total  inattention  to  it  has 
added  nothing  to  a  knowledge,  whicb  is  bu»t  un- 
derstood from  practice ;  but  witli  the  meuos  you 
have  been  bo  obliging  as  to  furnish  me,  I  shiill 
return  to  it,  though  rather  late  in  the  day,  with 
more  alacrity  than  ever." 

In  tiiB  management  of  his  estate  he  was  re< 
markably  exact.  No  negligence  on  the  pari  of 
the  overseers  or  those  under  them  was  passed  un- 
noticed. He  seldom  used  many  words  on  the 
subject  of  his  plans;  rarely  asked  advice;  but, 
when  once  determined,  carried  them  directly  and 
silently  into  execution  ;  and  was  not  easily  dis* 
auoded  from  a  project  when  once  commenced. 
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We  Iiave  shoffD,  in  a  former  chapter,  hk 
apponioiiiDg  (ime  at  MoqoI  Venton,  priioi 
Becolntion.  The  eame  system  was.  in 
measure,  reflnmed.  Hia  active  day  began  i 
time  before  the  dawn.  Much  of  his  correspondeDce 
waa  diapalched  before  breakfast,  which  took  place 
nt  hnlf-pfutt  sereo.  After  breakfast  he  CDonnted 
liig  horse  which  stood  ready  at  the  door,  and  n^ 
out  to  differetit  parts  of  hia  estate,  a§  he  used  to 
do  to  varioas  pans  of  the  camp,  to  «ee  that  all 
was  right  at  the  outpoeCa,  sod  every  one  i 
duty.     At  half-past  two  he  dined. 

If  there  was  no  company  he  would  write  anlil 
dark,  or,  if  pressed  by  business  until  nine  o'doak 
iu  the  evening,  otherwise  lie  read  in  the  eveuing, 
or  amused  himself  with  a  gnme  of  whist. 

His  secretary,  Mr.  Lear,  al\er  two  years'  res- 
idence in  the  family  on  the  moat  confidential  foot- 
ing, says,  "  Geueml  Washington  is,  I  believe,  the  , 
ouly  man  of  an  exnlled  character  who  doea  not 
lose  some  part  of  his  respectability  by  an  itilimttle 
actpmintnnce.  I  have  never  found  a  single  thing 
timt  could  lessen  my  respect  for  him.  A  com- 
plete knowledge  of  hIa  honesty,  uprightness,  and 
candor  in  all  hia  private  iransocIioDS,  has  some- 
time)) led  me  to  think  him  more  than 

The  children  of  Parke  Cuatis  formed  a  lively  . 
part  of  his  household.  He  was  fond  of  ohildrea 
end  apt  lo  unbend  with  them.  Miss  Custis,  re- 
calling in  after  life  the  scenes  of  her  childhood, 
writes,  "  I  have  somelimea  made  him  laugh  e 
heai'lily  from  sympathy  with  my  joj-ous  and  ex- 
travagant apii'ils  ;  "  she  observes,  however,  that 
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''he  was  a  silenl,  thoughlful  man.  He  apoke 
liltle  gtuerolly  ;  never  of  binisclf.  I  uever  lieard 
him  rutute  a  single  act  of  hia  life  during  the  war. 
I  bftre  ofleu  seen  bim  perfectly  abstracted,  his 
lips  moving  ;  bill  no  sound  was  perceptible." 

Au  observant  traveller,  Mr.  Elkanah  Watson. 
ivbo  visited  Mount  Vornoa  in  the  winter  of  17Sd. 
bearer  of  a  letter  of  introduction  from  General 
Greene  and  Colonel  Fitzgerald,  gives  a  home 
picture  of  Washington  in  his  retirement.  Though 
sure  that  bis  credentials  would  secure  bim  a  re- 
spectful reception,  he  says,  "  I  trembled  with  awe, 
as  I  came  into  the  presence  of  this  great  man.  I 
found  liim  at  table  with  Mrs.  Wiishington  and 
bis  private  family,  and  was  received  in  the  native 
dignity,  and  nilh  that  urbanity  so  peculiarly  com- 
bined in  the  character  of  a  soldier  and  an  eminent 
private  gentleman.  He  soon  put  me  at  my  ease, 
by  uobendiug  in  a  free  and  atfable  conversation. 

"  The  cautious  reserve  which  wisdom  and  pol- 
icy dictated,  whilst  engaged  in  rearing  tlie  glori- 
I  ous  iabric  of  our  indepeudcuee,  was  evideutly  tlie 
I  result  of  consummate  prudence  and  not  chiiracier- 
I  isiic  of  his  nature.     I  observed  a  peculiarity  io 
his  smile,  whicli  seemed  to  illuminate  his  eye ;  his 
'   whole  countenance  beamed  with  intelligence,  while 
it  commanded  conlhlence  and  respect. 

*■  I  found  him  kind  and  benignant  in  the  do- 
slic  circle  %  revered  and  beloved  by  all  around 
n  ;  agreeably  social,  without  ostentation  %  de- 
lighting in  anecdote  and  adventures ;  without  as- 
lumption ;  his  domestic  Brrangemeuis  harmonious 
&ud  systematic.     His  servants  seemed  to  walch 
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The  late  Bishop  Whilo,  in  aubatqiieiit  ytiiire, 
speaking  of  Waabitigtou's  UDassuming  mantierfi, 
observes :  "  I  know  no  man  wlio  so  cnrefully 
guni'ded  agaiuEt  itie  discoursing  of  himself  or  of 
hiR  00(3,  or  of  unjtliing  that  perlaiut;d  to  him  ; 
and  it  hns  occasionally  occurred  to  me  trheu  in 
his  compHii}',  that,  if  a  stranger  to  his  person  were 
present,  he  would  never  have  known  from  any- 
thing Haid  by  him  that  he  was  conscious  of  hav- 
ing distinguished  himself  in  the  eye  of  the  world." 

An  anecdote  ia  told  of  Washington's  conduct 
while  commander-in-ehief,  illustrative  of  his  be- 
nignant attention  to  others,  and  hia  freedom  from 
all  Hsaumption.  While  the  army  was  encamped 
At  Morriatown,  he  one  day  attended  a  religious 
meeting  where  divine  service  was  to  be  cele- 
brated in  the  open  air.  A  chair  had  lieen  set  out 
for  his  use.  Just  before  the  service  commenced, 
B  woman  bearing  a  child  in  her  arms  approached. 
All  the  seals  were  occupied.  Washington  imme- 
diately rose,  placed  her  in  the  chair  which  had 
been  assigned  to  him,  and  remained  standing 
during  the  whole  service.' 

The  I'everential  awe  which  his  deeds  and 
elevated  position  threw  around  him  was  often  a 
source  of  annoyance  to  him  in  private  lifu ;  es- 
pecially when  he  perceived  its  effect  upon  the 
young  and  gay.  We  have  been  told  of  a  case  in 
point,  when  he  made  his  appearance  at  a  private 
ball  where  all  were  enjoying  themselves  with  the 
utmost  glee.  The  moment  he  entered  the  room 
the  buoyant  mirth  was  clieeked ;  the  dance  lost  its 
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aDimatlon  ;  every  face  was  grave ;  every  tongue 
waa  aileaC  He  remaiued  for  a  time,  endeavoring 
to  engage  m  conversaliun  with  some  of  the  younj; 
people,  and  to  break  the  spell;  finding  it  in  vain, 
he  retired  sadly  to  the  compaoy  of  ibe  elders  in 
an  adjoining  room,  expressing  liis  regret  that  his 
presence  should  operate  aa  such  a  damper.  Af- 
ter a  little  while  light  laughter  and  happy  voices 
again  resouuded  from  the  ball-roam ;  upon  which 
he  roue  ciiutioualy,  approached  on  lip-toe  the 
door,  which  was  ajar,  aud  ihero  stood  for  sotue 
time  a  delighted  spectator  of  the  youthful  revelry. 

Washington  lu  fact,  though  habitually  grave 
and  thoughtful,  was  of  n  social  disposition,  and 
loved  cheerful  society.  He  was  fond  of  the 
dance,  aud  it  was  the  boast  of  raauy  ancient 
dames  in  our  day,  who  bad  been  belles  in  the 
time  of  the  Revolution,  thai  they  hud  ilanoed 
roinneLj  with  him,  or  had  him  for  a  partner  in 
contra-dances.  There  were  bulls  in  camp,  iu 
some  of  the  dark  times  of  the  B«volution.  '■  We 
had  a  little  dance  at  my  quarters,"  writes  Gen- 
eral Greene  from  Middlebrook,  in  March,  1779. 
"  His  Excellency  aud  Mrs.  Greene  danced  up- 
wards of  three  hours  without  once  sitting  down. 
Upon  the  whole,  we  had  a  pretty  little  frisk."  • 

A  letter  of  Colonel  Teuch  Tilghman,  one  of 
Washington's  aides-de-camp,  gives  aji  instance  of 
the  goueral's  festive  gayely,  when  in  the  above 
year  the  army  was  caotoned  near  Morristown, 
A  large  coinpany,  of  which  the  guneral  and  Mrs. 
Washington,  general  and  Mrs,  Greeue,  aud  Mr. 

»  Greene  to  Cul.  Watlsworti.    MS. 
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■nd  Mrs.  Oltie;  were  part,  dioed  witli  colonel 
■nd  Mrs.  Biddle.  SoiM  liUle  (inw  after  the  la- 
dies had  Kdml  from  the  Uble,  Hr.  Ohitj  S<A- 
lowed  ibeiD  itilo  the  oezt  room.  A  cUnvTr  wu 
nJsed  aguoal  him  ■*  a  deserter,  and  it  aru  re- 
>olTed  thai  a  parlj  rixniU  be  aeat  to  dcmanil 
fatm,  and  thai  if  the  ladtea  rrfoaed  to  give  hini 
np.  be  sbonld  be  hwifthl  bf  fanB.  WaafaingtMi 
bomored  the  joke,  asd  oCtmd  lo  head  ibe  party. 
'  '  it  with  great  faraalitj  lo  ibe  door  uf  the 
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The  followJDg  is  anotUer  which  ooourred  At  the 
catupal  Mori-iatown.  Woslungton  had  purchased 
a  jouug  horse  of  great  spirit  and  power.  A 
braggudu<!io  of  the  army,  vain  of  his  horseman- 
abip,  asked  Ihe  privilege  of  breaking  it.  Wash- 
iuglon  gave  his  consent,  and  with  some  of  hia  of- 
ficers attended  to  see  the  horse  receive  his  first 
lesaon.  After  much  preparation,  the  pi-elender 
to  equitation  mouuled  into  the  saddle  and  was 
makiug  a  great  display  of  hia  science,  when  tlie 
horse  suddenly  planted  his  fore  feet,  threw  up  bia 
heela,  and  gave  the  unlucky  Gambado  a  somer- 
set  over  his  head.  Washington,  a  thorough  horse- 
man, and  quick  to  perceive  the  ludicrous  iu  these 
matters,  was  ao  convulsed  with  laughter,  that,  we 
are  told,  the  tears  ran  down  his  cheeks.' 

Still  another  instance  is  given,  which  occurred 
at  the  return  of  peace,  when  he  was  sailing  tn  a 
boat  ou  the  Hudson,  and  was  so  overcome  by  the 
drollery  of  a  story  told  by  Major  Furliu  of  New 
York,  of  facetious  memory,  that  he  fell  baok  in 
the  boat  in  a  paroxysm  of  laughter.  In  ihal  fit 
of  laughter,  it  was  sugoly  presumed  that  he  threw 
ofi"  the  burden  of  care  which  had  heen  weighing 
down  his  spirits  throughout  the  war.  He  certainly 
relaxed  much  of  his  thoughtful  gravity  of  de- 
meanor when  he  had  no  longer  the  anxieties  of  ft 
general  command  to  harass  him.  The  late  Judge 
Brooke,  who  had  served  as  an  officer  in  the  le^on 
of  Light-horse  Harry,  used  to  tell  of  having  ire- 
quently  net  Washington  on  hia  visits  to  Freder- 
icksburg after  the  Revolutionary  Wtir.  and  how 
i  Notes  of  the  Hev.  Mr.  Tnltle.    MS- 
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"  I  bnve  a  Que  pair,  general,"  replied  Lee, 
"  but  you  cannot  get  tbem." 

"  Why  not  ?  " 

"  Because  you  will  never  pay  more  than  half 
price  for  anylliiiig ;  and  I  must  have  full  price 
for  my  horses." 

The  bantering  reply  set  Mrs.  Washiiiglon  laugh- 
ing, Hud  her  parrot,  perched  beside  her.  joined  in 
the  laugh.  The  general  Cook  this  familiiu-  assault 
upon  hb  dignity  in  great  good  part,  "Ah,  Lee, 
you  are  a  fiinuy  fellow,"  said  hej  "see,  tlwt 
bird  is  laughing  at  you."  ' 

Hearty  laugliler,  however,  was  rare  with  Wash- 
ington. The  sudden  explosions  we  bear  of  were 
the  result  of  somo  sudden  and  ludicrous  surprise. 
His  general  habit  was  a  adm  tieriousness,  easily 
soHening  into  a  benevolent  smile. 

lu  some  few  of  his  familiar  letters,  yet  pre- 
served, and  not  relating  lo  business,  there  is  oo 
casioually  a  rein  of  pleasantry  and  even  of  humor  i 
but  almost  invariably,  tliey  treat  of  mutters  of  too 
grave  import  lo  admit  of  anything  of  the  kind. 
It  is  lo  be  deeply  regretted  that  most  of  bis  family 
lellera  have  been  purposely  destroyed. 

The  passion  for  hunting  had  revived  with  Wash- 
inglon  on  returning  to  his  old  huutiug-grounds ; 
but  he  bad  no  bounds.  His  kennel  hod  been 
broken  up  when  he  went  to  the  wars,  and  the 
dogs  given  away,  and  it  was  not  ea<ty  to  replace 
them.  After  a  time  he  received  .several  hounds 
from  France,  sent  out  by  Lafayette  and  other  of 
1  CoDUDaolcatBd  to  lu  in  a  [eller  fkiin  ■  son  or  Celood 
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at  thia  trouble,  I  wau!<l.  tny  good  sir,  now  wish 
to  relieve  yon  from  it,  us  Mr.  Ogle  of  Slarylnud 
has  been  so  obliging  as  lo  preeeut  me  six  fiiwng 
from  his  park  of  Eaglieh  deer  at  Bellair.  With 
tliese,  and  tolerable  care,  I  fhall  kood  have  a  full 
etock  for  my  amall  paddock."  ' 

While  WasliiogtoQ  whs  thus  calmly  enjojing 
himself,  came  a  letter  from  Henry  Jjee.  who  was 
DOW  in  Congress,  conveying  a  mouruful  piece  of 
inlelligoDce :  "  Your  friend  and  second,  the  patriot 
aud  noble  Greene,  is  no  more.  Uuiversol  grief 
rcigiis  here."  Greene  died  on  the  18th  of  Ji 
at  his  estate  of  Mulberry  Grove,  on  Savanuftli 
River,  presented  to  him  by  the  Stale  of  Geoi^a. 
His  last  illness  was  brief;  caused  by  a  stroke  of 
the  sun ;  he  was  but  forty-four  years  of  age. 

The  news  of  his  death  struck  heavily  on  Wnah' 
ington's  heart,  to  whom,  in  the  most  arduous  tri- 
als of  the  Revolution,  he  had  been  a  aei^ond  oAt 
He  had  taken  Washington  as  his  model,  aud  pOB- 
sessed  naturally  many  of  his  great  qualities.  Like 
him,  he  was  sound  in  judgment ;  persevering  in 
the  midst  of  discountgements ;  calm  and  self-poft- 
sessed  in  time  of  danger ;  heedful  of  the  safety 
of  others ;  heedless  of  his  own.  Like  him,  be 
was  modest  and  unpretending,  and  like  him  he 
hod  a  [>erfect  command  of  temper. 

I  George  WillUin  F»irf»x  retided  in  Balli,  vhont  ha  difd 
on  the  3il  of  April,  1T87,  in  ttic  risly-lbird  yvai  of  liig  age. 
Tbaogh  hia  income  wu  greatly  rcduGi>d  by  llw  conflseitioa 
of  bin  ptDperty  in  Virginia,  he  contributed  generoUBly  diving 
th  Revututionai?  War  to  the  relief  of  Amer 
—  SpMka'   WaMitsI"^'*   VTritingt,  tdI.  ii.  p,  5 
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l^eM  and  good  hmd  1 "  ms  Wash- 
enlogj  on  him  ;  and  in  « 
to  Lafityette  he  write* :  "  Greene's  dnuli  ia 
ut  whicli  baa  pnax  such  genenJ  eonoeni, 
ao  mnc^  regretted  by  his  naincntu  fnenda, 
that  I  can  scarce  pennude  myself  to  toodi  u|.wn 
it,  even  m>  for  as  to  eaj  that  in  him  yon  1o»t  » 
nuui  who  aSectlouately  regarded,  uid  was  a  un- 
oere  admirer  of  you."  * 

Other  deaths  pressed  upoo  Washington's  seiisi- 
Inlity  about  the  same  time.  Tfant  of  Geticral 
UcDoagall,  who  had  wrved  his  country  rnitlifiitly 
throogh  the  war,  aud  since  with  wionl  Hdelii;  in 


1  We  ire  luippy  Id  l«ra  i 
•HTMpmidciicc  of  GinenI  Gr 
bit  worthy  and  bighly  culti' 
iagloa  Greene.  II  ii  ■  work 
ITBfUnjr'"!,  tbonld  (aim  •  pi 


■1  ■  mmplelr  cnllKlian  of  Iht 
nt  it  ■bi.iil  10  br  publiibnl  liy 
iWd  unaitoB,  Grotffs  Wurii- 

lli«l.  Iik»  Sp«rk.'  WrIllKffi  of 
1  of  Bi-ery  American  libreiy. 
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Congress.  ThBt,  too,  of  Colonel  Tench  Tdgh- 
man,  for  a  long  dme  one  of  Wasbiuglon'a  udea- 
<le-camp,  and  "  who  left,"  writes  he,  "  as  ftur  B 
reputation  a.s  ever  belonged  to  a  hnmau  charao- 
i«r,"  "  Thtis,"  Jidda  he,  "  some  of  the  pillars  of 
the  Revolution  fall.  Others  are  moulderiug  hy 
insensible  degrees.  M«y  our  country  never  w&ul 
props  lo  support  the  glorious  fabric !  " 

In  his  correspondence  about  this  time  with  sev- 
eral of  llie  Fi-eiich  noblemen  who  had  been  his  as- 
GociiLlea  in  arms,  bis  letters  breathe  the  spirit  ol 
peace  which  was  natural  lo  him ;  for  wai 
had  only  been  a  matter  of  patriotism  and  public 

To  the  Marquis  de  la  Rouerie,  who  hail 
bravely  but  modestly    fought  under  the  title  of 
Colonel  Arniand,  lie  writes  :    "  I  never  erpect  Iff 
draw  my  sword  again,     I  can  scarcely  conceive 
the  cause  that  would  induce  me  to  do  it.     My 
time    is  now  occupied  by  rural  amusements, 
which  I  have  great  satisfaction  ;  and  my  first  n 
is  (although  it  is  ag^nst  the  profession  of 
and  would  clip  the  wings  of  some  of  i 
soldiers  who  are  soaring  after  glory)  to  see  t 
whole  world  in  jieace,  and  the  iiihn)>itants  of  it 
one  bund  of  brothers,  atriving  who  should 
tribute  most  to  the  happiness  of  mankind." 

So,  also,  in  a  letter  to  Count  Rochambeao, 
dated  July  Slst,  1780  :  "It  must  give  pL 
writes  he,  "  to  the  friends  of  humanity,  i 
this  distant  section  of  the  globe,  to  find  that  the' 
clouds  which  threatened  to  burst  in  a  slonn  of 
war  on  Europe,  have  dissipated,  and  leA  a  still 
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Iniglitar  horizon As  the  raice  of 

conqneat,  which  in  times  of  barburlij'  HtliiiulnUid 
nations  to  blood,  has  in  a.  grent  meaituro  ccssort  i 
oi  the  objects  nliich  formerly  gnve  birth  to  wani 
■re  ilaily  diminishing ;  tuiil  us  matikinJ  am  l>n> 
coming  more  enlighteneil  uiid  bumatiixed,  I  tun- 
not  but  flatter  myself  with  the  pleiulng  prmpcvl, 
that  a  more  liberal  policy  and  more  pnciflc  ityt- 
tems  will  take  place  amungst  ihem.  To  indiilgo 
ihia  idea  affonU  n  souihiug  coiiwilatiun  to  n  phi- 
lanthropic mind ;  inaomu':)i  that,  althriui^li  it 
shoold  be  found  an  illuaiou,  one  would  Iiardly 
wish  to  be  directed  of  on  error  to  grateful  in  ib- 
self  and  so  innocent  in  iu  oanM<jWsni»*.~ 

And  in  another  letter,    "  f  I  m  thus,  ym  »»<, 
my  dear  Count,  in  redmnnem  upon  tny  ban  I 
ttpon  the  bte  of  natioaa.  aauuittg  mj- 


iHf  Siv*  WT""  ""^  benw.* 


1  will » 


S  b«dMMT«'l 


n  Ike  Ha  of  iIm  pa»tEMiiU%  «< 

Theae  InlcTM  Jnmmi  *4  mif 

M{^  m  dtt  wry  «««,  m  % 

i  Vnmk  KmfatiM,  «Ur.fc  «m  i» 


CHAPTER   XXSVI. 

Waahiiiglon  doublg  lite  Solidity  of  rh«  CDnTpdentian.  —  Co(' 
reapondcDca  with  John  .lav  on  Ehs  Subject.  —  PUn  of  ■ 
Convention  of  M  Urn  Slil»  M  retiw  tbe  FedenI  Syttem. 
—  WuhiiiKlDn  liowli  (he  VirgiDia  Delegitioa.  —  luoiTse- 

^^1  ^^^Ql"*^^^  '''^  quiet  retreat  of  Itlount  y^noa, 

^^1  K  ^M<ji  Wasliingtnn,    though    ostensibly    with- 

^^M  imSfwl  •|r;iwn  from  public  alTairs,  nms  tratc^liiag 

^^M  wiili  intense  solicituclc  tlie  working  togeUi^  of 

^^m  tlie  Bcvcral  parts  in  the  great  poli^cal  coii^«r- 

^H  acy  i  aaxioQs  to  kooir  whether  the  thirteeo  dis- 

^H  tinct  Stataa,  under  the  present  organiiatioii,  coidJ 

^H  form  a  sufficiently  efficient  general  government. 

^H  He  was  duly  becoming  more  and  more  iloablful 

^H  of  the  solidity  of  the  fabric  he  hnd  assisted  to 

^H  raise.      The   form  of    eonfederation   which  h^d 

I 
I 
I 

L 


bound  the  .States  together  and  met  ihe  public  es- 
during  the  Revolution,  when  there  was  a 
preieure  of  eslernal  danger,  was  daily  proving 
more  incompetent  to  the  purposes  of  s 
nationid  government.  Congress  had  devised  a 
Bystem  of  credit  to  provide  for  the  national  ex- 
penditure and  the  extinction  of  tbe  national  debw, 
which  amounted  to  something  more  ttiati  forty 
of  dollars.    Tile  system  eiperienced  nag- 
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,]0Ct  from  some  Sl.ites  and  oppoiition  from  olhttrs  i 
couBultiiig  iu  local  inkreiU  niid  prujtiJiouii, 
hI  of  tliu  iuUtreatH  and  obligiitiuiia  ul'  tltu 
.wliole.  la  like  maunor  trcitiy  stipuiiiCiuiiH,  wliich 
bound  the  good  faith  of  tlie  whole,  wore  eli^'lib^, 
if  Dot  vioJated  by  individunl    Staloti,  a|i{i»riiutly 

'  ma  that  they  must  euch  aliuru  in  llm  din- 
credit  tlius  brought  upon  tltu  uutitiual  imnie. 

letter  to  Jhiucs  Wai'reri,  who  hui)  fui'marly 
been  president  of  the  Uitasiivliusiits  Provinuinl 
Congress,  Woshingiuti  writes:  "The  eoiil'vili'm* 
ilion  appears  to  mo  to  be  little  more  lliun  n  diiiduw 
without  the  BubBtunce,  ami  CutigrcMi  u  uuguloi'y 
body,  tbeir  ordinHiices  being  lillle  Kiteiiited  to. 
To  me  it  is  a  sulecisni  in  poliiicsj  indeed  It  i«  oiib 
of  tlie  most  extruordinory  ihiiigs  iu  nnturu,  ihnt 
should  confederate  lu  a  nuliun,  and  yi-t  be 
■a&itid  to  give  (lie  rulerit  of  ibul  iiuliun  (wlxi  are 
creatures  of  our  owii  making,  appointed  iiir  it  lim- 
ited aiid  short  duration, and  wiio  ore  oinitnahle  for 
every  action  and  may  be  recttllisl  at  any  mudwui, 
^fnd  are  nibjeel  tu  oil  the  eviU  wliicli  lliey  ratty 
>be  iutlniflieDtal  in  producitig)  i>u(B«ienl  |)ow«ri 
order  aud  direct  tbe  aflttin  of  the  Mine,  liy 
.■Itch  policy  as  tliw  the  wheel*  of  (lovcnuiuut  ar« 
tAoggoi,  and  our  brigbletl  (ironpecU,  and  tliat  l>tf(b 
vxpecuuion  wlucli  waa  eoieruiuMd  of  u*  try  ilui 
^Wwderii^  world,  an  luriwd  into  a«io(iul>(nciii ', 
'  bwa  tbe  Ugb  grovml  m  which  w«  •'.uud,  w« 
•re  Af*a*tK\»^  labi  lite  vob  at  tmufiMkia  oud 
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Wiisbingloii  had  been  viF>iled  at  Mount  Vernon 
by  commissioners,  wlio  hai)  tieen  appoiDled  by  tiie 
legislatures  of  Virgiiiiii  ami  Mnryluml  to  form  « 
compact  relative  to  ihn  iiavigHtioii  of  the  nver'S 
Potomnc  ami  Pocoinoke,  aud  of  psrt  of  the  Chcs- 
npeaku  Bay,  and  who  bad  vael  at  Alexniidrin  for 
the  pnrpoBe.  During  Iheir  visit  tit  Mount  Ver- 
non, iLe  policy  of  maintaining  a  naval  force  on 
the  Chesapeake,  and  of  establishing  a  tariff  of 
duties  OQ  imports  to  which  the  lawa  of  boili 
States  should  conform,  was  discussed,  and  it  wa» 
agreed  tlmt  the  commissioners  should  propose  to 
the  governments  of  iheir  respective  Slates  the 
appointment  of  other  commissioners,  with  pow- 
ers to  make  conjoint  arrangemeuls  for  the  above 
purposes  ;  to  which  the  assent  of  Congress  was 
to  be  Bolidted. 

The  idea  of  conjoint  arrangements  between 
Stolen,  thus  suggeslwi  in  the  quiet  councils  of 
Mount  Vernon,  was  a  step  in  the  right  direcliori, 
and  wilt  be  found  to  lead  to  important  results. 

From  a  leller,  wrilleu  (no  or  three  months 
subsequently,  we  gather  some  of  the  ideas  on 
national  policy  which  were  oecnpying  Washing- 
ton's mind.  "  I  have  ever  been  a  friend  to  ade- 
quiile  powers  in  Congress,  without  which  it  is 
evident  to  me,  we  never  sliiill  establish  a  national 
eiianicter,  or  be  considered  as  on  a  respectable 
Jijoliiig  by  the  powers  of  Europe,  —  We  are 
either  a  united  people  under  ote  head  and  tov 
federal  pni'poses,  or  we  are  thirteen  independent 
sovereignties,  eternally  counleracting  each  other. 
—  If  the  former,  whatever  such  a  majority  of 
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ihe  Sidles  as  ihe  conalitution  points  oul,  conceives 
to  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  wliole,  should  iu  my 
humble  opiaiou,  be  BubmiKed  to  by  tlie  luiiionlj'.  — 
I  can  foresee  no  evil  greater  than  disunion  ;  thnn 
those  unreaionable  JealouaicB  (I  any  unrGiuonable, 
because  I  would  have  a  proper  jealousy  uVxnyB 
awake,  and  the  United  States  on  the  wut:;li  lo 
prevent  individudl  Slates  from  infracting  the  con- 
stitution with  impunity)  which  are  continually 
poisoning  our  minds  and  filling  tbem  with  imngin- 
ary  evils  for  the  prevention  of  real  onca." ' 

An  earnest  correspondence  took  place  snmc 
months  subsequently  between  Washington  and 
the  illufllrious  i>atriol,  John  Jay,  at  that  lime  Sec- 
retary of  Foreign  Affairs,  wherein  the  signs  of  the 
times  wore  feelingly  discussed. 

"  Our  affairs,"  writes  Jay,  "  seem  to  lead  to 
some  ci'isia,  something  tliHt  I  cannot  foresee  or 
conjecture.  I  am  uneasy  and  apprehensive,  moi'e 
80  than  during  ibc  war.  Then  we  bad  a  fixed 
object,  and  though  the  means  tiud  time  of  Dbialn- 
ing  it  were  problematical,  yet  I  did  firmly  belii:ve 
that  we  should  ultimately  succeed,  because  I  did 
firmly  believe  that  justice  was  with  us.  The 
case  is  now  altered.  We  are  going  and  doing 
wrong,  and  tiierefore  I  look  forward  lo  evils  and 
calamities,  but  witbout  being  able  lo  guess  at  the 

instrument,  nature,  or  measure  of  tbem 

What  I  most  fear  is,  that  the  better  kind  of  peo- 
ple, by  which  I  mean  the  people  who  are  orderly 
and  inJustrions,  wlio  are  conient  with  their  situa- 
tions, and  not  uneasy  in  their  circumstunces,  will 

1  See  Letler  to  Jiune«  McHtmry.     Spuks,  ix.  131. 


MMranaUie  beat  alcalried  tor  Oht  a 

witlKNK  iIm  iaUrttaiim  cf  eamm  | 

4s  noC  ennccm  wb  tarn  uJK  loag  ■ 

M^lboat   Mpof,  aomtwhtn,  *  pamtr  wUdi  wall 

pcrvwlc  Uw  whole  Unon  iumta 

M  Ibe  MlWiljraf  (be  State  p 

ovor  tbe  «*«»)  St«i«i    To  be  fevfol  of  lavcM- 

lug  Coogtwt,  cooMimied  ■>  ibat  bod/  i^  «ilh«, 

■npU  aDtborUim  tar  twrinnal  pttrpoaea, « 

tn  nui  tlw  very  cUnuuc  uf  popoUr  ■ ' 

BMilneM.     CmiU  Cvugre 

il«triiaen(  of  ibe  people,  wiihoni  injariog  J 

mIcm  ill  au  BquHl  or  greater  proportiaa 

iiot    Iho'it  jnUmtW    !ii»epantti]y  ooiuiectcil    with 

IIhhh)  irf  (Ixiir  eouilituenU  ?     By  lt>e  roUlian  of 

n|>[x>iiitrni'iiU  iDunl    lliey   not   miagle  frequently 

willi  iliu  nuiM  uf  llie  cilizeiia?     la  it  not  ratber 

1')  liu  n|ipn]lton<lut1,  if  llicy  were  uot  pouessed  of 

tliu  jHiwum  befiiru  iktwrtlMMl,  that  iLc  iiuliridnikl 

itKimlwrn  Wdulil  b«  iiiduccil  U>  use  tUera,  on  inaay 

ucciuiiontt,  viiry  timidly  oiiil  inctfiuHciooHly,  for  fear 
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of  loaing  their  popularity  and  future  election?  We 
It  tnke  huinitn  nature  as  we  find  it ;  perfection 
I  not  to  the  share  of  mortals. 
What  then  ia  to  be  tJone?  things  cnnnot  go 
I]  the  same  strain  forever.  Ii  is  much  to  be 
feHred,  as  you  observe,  that  the  better  kind  of 
people,  beiug  disgusted  with  these  circumstances, 
'1t  have  (heir  minds  prepared  fur  any  revohitiou 
whatever.  We  are  apt  to  run  from  one  extreme 
to  another.  ....  I  am  told  that  even  re- 
Bpeclsble  characters  speak  of  a  monarchicul  form 
of  government  without  horror.  From  thinking 
proceeds  speaking,  thence  acting  is  ollen  but  a 
single  step.  But  how  irrevocable  and  tremen- 
B !  What  a  triamph  for  our  enemies  to  verify 
their  predictions  !  What  a  triumph  for  the  advo- 
cates of  despotism  to  find  that  we  are  incapable 
if  governing  ourselves,  and  that  systems,  founded 
on  the  basis  of  equal  liberty,  are  merely  ideal  and 
Aillacious !  WddM  to  God  thut  wise  measiirea 
may  be  taken  in  dme  to  avert  the  conee'|uences 
we  have  hut  loo  much  reason  to  apprehend. 

"  Retired  as  I  am  from  die  world,  I  frankly  ac- 
knowledge I  cannot  fed  myself  an  uncoucenied 
apectator.  Yet.  having  happily  asBisied  in  bring- 
ing the  ship  into  port,  and  liaving  been  fairly  di»- 
chargiMi,  it  is  not  my  business  to  embarii  aguin  on 
lie  sea  of  troubles. 

"  Nar  could  i[  be  expected  that  my  sentiments 
and  opinions  would  have  much  weight  iu  the 
minds  of  my  oountrymen.  They  have  been  neg- 
lected, though  given  as  a  lost  legacy,  in  a  most 
folemn  maoner.     I  then  perhaps  had  some  daims 


J 


d22 


LIFE  OF   WASBIMGTOS. 


to  public  ftiteotioo.     I  consider  mjsdf  u  having 
none  at  present." 

Uia  anxiety  on  this  subject  was  qaick 
accoDDtS  of   dtsoontentA  and    conii! 
Eastern  Slate?  produced  by  the  presurs  !■ 

timet,  the  public  and  private  iuilebtedoc     ^^ 

the  imposition  of  heavy  taxes,  at  a  moment  of 
fiuaiiciut  enibnrnissineiit. 

Gt^uural  Kdox,  now  Secretary  at  War.  wb» 
had  been  sent  by  Congress  to  Maseacbuseits  t 
inquire  into  these  troubles,  thus  writes  about  tbe 
insurgents :  Their  creed  is,  that  the  properly  of 
the  United  Slates  lias  been  proiecled  from  tbe 
confiscation  of  BnlAin  by  the  joint  exertions  of 
aB,  and  therefore  ought  to  Im  the  eomtaoH  property 
of  all,  and  he  that  atteinpla  opposition  to  this 
creed,  is  an  enemy  to  equity  and  justice^  attd 
ought  to  be  swept  from  off  the  bee  of  the  earth." 
Again,  "  Tliey  are  determined  to  annihilate  all 
debts,  public  and  private,  and  have  agrarian  lawS) 
which  are  easily  effected  by  the  means  of  uo* 
funded    paper,  which    shall    be  a    tender    j 

In  reply  to  Colonel  Henry  Lee  in  Congress, 

who  had  addressed  several  letters  to  bin 
subject,  Washington  writes :  '■  You  talk,  my  good 
sir,  of  employiug  influence  to  appesse  the  present 
luinulls  in  Masaacbusetls.  I  know  not  where 
that  influence  »  to  he  found,  or,  if  attainable,  that 
it  >vould  be  a  proper  remedy  for  the  disorders. 
Influence  is  not  governinenl.  Let  us  have  a  gov- 
erunimit  by  which  our  lives,  liberties,  and  proper- 
ties will  be  secured,  or  lei  us  know  tbe  worst  at 
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■  once.  Tlierc  is  a  call  for  decision.  Kdow  pre- 
Poisely  what  the  insurgentis  aim  at.  If  lliey  have 
real  grievances,  redress  ihem,  if  possible :  or  ac- 
knowledge the  justice  of  ihem,  and  your  inability 
to  do  it  at  the  moment.  If  ihey  hnve  nut,  em- 
ploy the  force  of  government  ugniitst  t!iem  al  once. 
If  ibis  Is  iiiadeqiiule.  afl  will  be  convinced  that 
ibe  fiDperetrncture  is  bad  and  wants  BupporL  To 
delay  one  or  other  of  these  expedients,  is  to  ex- 
asperate on  the  one  Land,  or  to  give  confidence 
on  the  other.  ....  Let  the  reins  uf  gov- 
ernment, then,  be  braced  and  held  with  a  steady 
hand,  and  every  violaiion  of  the  couaiiintion  be 
.npreheuded.  If  defective,  let  il  be  amended ; 
^t  not  suSered  to  be  trampled  upon  whitat  it  has 
Tflu  existence." 

A  letter  to  liim  from  his  former  aide-de-camp, 
Coiouet  Humphreys,  dated  New  Haven.  Novem- 
Ist,  says:  "The  troubles  in  Jlassachu setts 
Mill  continue.  Government  b  proslraied  in  ihe 
'dust,  and  il  is  much  to  be  feared  that  there  is  not 
energy  enongb  in  that  Slate  to  reestablish  the  civil 
powers.  The  leaders  of  the  mob,  whose  fortunes 
snd  measures  are  desperate,  are  strengthening 
'ttemselTes  daily;  and  it  is  expected  ihiii  ihey 
K)on  lake  possession  of  the  coulineiiiiil  miig- 
at  Springfield,  in  which  there  are  from  ten 
to  fii^cen  thousand  stand  of  arms  in  excellent  or- 
der. 

"  A  general  want  of  compliance  with  the  requi- 
'ritions  of  Congress  for  money  seems  to  prognoa- 
tteale  that  we  are  rapidly  advancing  lo  a  crisis. 
Congress,  I  am  told,  are  seriously  alarmed,  and 
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harilljr  koow  vhicfa  tn.j  to  tani  or  what  to  ex- 
pecL  Indeed,  m;  dear  Genera],  nodiing  W  « 
good  PruviJencu  can  extrioUe  as  from  the  pm- 
enr  convulsion. 

•*  In  caee  of  civil  dtsmrd,  I  hare  already  tcdd 
fou  it  wa«  seriously  taj  opinion  that  70D  oonld 
Dot  r^inain  neuter,  and  that  you  would  be  obliged, 
ill  Mlf-defeiuic,  lo  take  one  pan  or  the  other,  or 
withdraw  from  the  continent.  Your  friends  are 
of  the  aume  opinion." 

Close  upon  tlie  retsipt  of  thU  letter,  came  ■i»' 
lelligetice  ihnc  the  in^urgentfl  of  MasBadiosetta> 
far  from  being  saliafied  with  the  redress  whidi 
lind  been  offered  by  their  General  Court,  were  still 
uclin^  in  open  viololion  of  law  and  government; 
and  tliiii  ibe  chief  magistrate  had  been  obliged  I0 
odl  upon  the  militia  of  the  Slate  to  support  the 
conslituiioQ. 

"  What,  gnicious  God  !  is  mitri,"  writes  Wash- 
ington, "  that  there  ehoulil  be  such  inconaislency 
and  porHdiousneas  in  his  conduct.  It  was  but  the 
other  day,  that  we  were  shedding  our  blood  to 
obtain  the  constitutions  under  which  we  now  live ; 
conntilulioas  of  our  own  choice  and  making ;  and 
now  we  are  unsheuihitig  the  sword  10  overturn 
them.  The  thing  ia  so  unaccountable,  that  I 
hardly  know  how  to  realize  it,  or  to  persuade  my- 
self  that  I  am  not  imder  the  ilhision  of  a  dream." 

llis  letters  to  Knox  show  the  trouble  of  blS 
mind.  "  I  fuel,  my  dear  General  Knox,  intinitdy 
more  tlian  I  can  express  lo  you,  for  the  disorders 
which  Lave  arisen  in  these  States.  Good  God  I 
who,  besides  a  tory,  could  have    foreseen,  or  a 
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Briton  predicted  Uteta  ?  I  do  assure  jrou  tlint. 
eren  at  this  moment,  when  I  reflect  upon  thu 
present  prospect  of  our  aSHirs,  it  ^eems  to  mu  lo 
be  like  the  vision  of  a  dream Af- 
ter wbal  I  have  seeD,  or  ralber  what  I  hnve  heard, 
I  shall  be  surprised  at  nothing  ;  for,  if  ihree  years 
since,  any  person  had  told  me  that  there  would 
have  been  such  a  formidable  rebellion  as  exists  ni 
Ibis  day  against  the  laws  and  coustitiition  of  our 
own  making,  I  should  have  thought  him  a  bedlam- 
ite, a  6t  subject  for  a  mad-house In 

regrettiug,  which  I  have  often  done  with  the 
keenest  sorrow,  the  death  of  our  much  lanienied 
fricud.  General  Greene,  I  have  accompanied  it 
of  late  with  a  query,  whettier  he  would  not  hnve 
preferred  such  an  exil,  lo  the  scenes  which,  it  is 
more  than  probable,  many  of  his  compatriots  may 
lire  lo  bemoati." 

Tu  James  Madison,  aha.  he  writes  in  the  same 
BtraiD.  **  How  melancholy  is  the  rcdeclion,  that 
in  80  short  a  time  we  should  have  made  such 
large  strides  towards  fulfilling  the  predictions  of 
6ur  tmitsatinntic  foes!  'Leave  them  to  lliem- 
selves,  and  their  government  will  soon  dissolve.' 
Will  not  the  wise  and  goml  strive  hard  to  avert 
this  evil?  Or  will  iheir  supineness  siifler  igno- 
rance and  the  fine  arts  of  self-inleresled  and  de- 
signing, disaffected,  and  desperate  characters,  to 
involve  this  great  country  in  wretchedness  and 
contempt?  What  stronger  evidence  can  be  given 
of  the  want  of  energy  iu  our  government  than 
these  disorders?  If  there  b  not  power  in  it  lo 
check  them,  what  security  has  a  man  for  life,  hb- 
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•H  pimyeet  of  MUuning." 

Tboa  WMbingtoo.  even  tlxngb  it 
iraa  almoat  mteonaaovij  CKeniiing  a  powcHnl 
inflDeace    on    iuIkmmI    iSms ;    no    loDger  the 

JK^ier,  be  traa  noir  becoming  the  staiesmui.  Tlie 
opitiioiu  sm]  eoameta  giren  m  bis  IeU«n  wen 
witlcljr  eflectiTb  The  leading  expedient  lor  feder- 
ate organizBtion,  mooleil  in  hia  conTereuce*  with  the 
eommiMioDen  of  Harylood  and  Virginia,  dnring 
iheir  visit  h>  Mount  Vernon  id  the  prerioos  jear, 
boil  bc«n  extended  aod  ripened  in  legislative  As- 
iteinblica,  and  eoded  tit  a  plan  of  a  conveDlion 
cuuipoAcd   uf  dulegnles    from    all  tlie  States,  to 

ML  in  Pbilailelpbiu  for  the  sole  and  express  pnr- 
•  of  revising  ilio  federal  syBlem,  and  correct- 

I  it«  defects ;  the  proceedings  of  the  convention 
B  be  lubitcqiieiiily  reported  to  Congress,  and  the 
■eveml  Lcgialnturea,  for  approval  and  conflrma- 

Waaliiiigtui)  wna  uiiaiiiinoaBly  put  at  the  head 
of  the  Virginia  delegHlioii ;  but  for  some  lime  ob- 
jouted  to  accept  the  Domination.  He  feared  to 
bo  uharged  with  inconaisteucj  in  agulu  appearing 
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in  Et  piiUic  siluation,  after  his  declared  resolution 
to  the  contrary.  "  It  irill  have  also,"  snid  he,  "  a 
tendency  to  sweep  me  back  into  the  tide  of  pub- 
lic nfrdrs,  wlieii  relirenieot  and  ease  are  so  much 
desired  by  me,  and  so  essentially  necessary,"  ^ 
Beside,  he  had  just  avowed  his  intention  oF  re- 
sigrjiiig  the  presidency  of  the  Cincinnati  Society, 
which  was  to  hold  its  triennial  meeting  in  May, 
in  Philadelphia,  and  he  could  not  appear  at  the 
same  lime  and  place  on  any  other  occasion,  with- 
out giving  offense  10  liis  worthy  coropnuions  ill 
firms,  the  late  oiQcers  in  the  Aratirican  army. 

These  considerations  were  strenuously  com- 
bated, for  the  weight  and  inQuence  of  hia  name 
Hiid  counsel  were  felt  to  be  all-importnnt  in  giv- 
ing dignity  to  the  delegation.  Two  things  con- 
tributed lo  bring  him  to  a  favorable  decision : 
First,  an  iueinunlioti  that  the  opponenL'!  of  the 
cnnvenliun  were  niouarchisls,  who  wished  the 
distractions  of  the  counlry  should  continue,  uulil 
a  monarchical  government  might  be  resorted  to  as 
an  ark  of  safety.  The  other  was  the  insurrec- 
tion in  Massachusetts. 

Having  made  up  his  raind  to  serve  as  a  dele- 
gate to  the  convention,  he  went  into  a  course  of 
preparatory  reading  on  the  history  and  principles 
of  ancient  and  modern  eonfederaeJes.  An  ab- 
stract of  the  general  principles  of  each,  with 
Holes  of  their  vices  or  defects,  exists  in  his  own 
handwriting,  among  his  papers ;  though  it  is 
doubted  by  a  judicious  commentator  '  whether  it 

'  Letter  to  Edmund  Randolph,  goremor  of  Virginia. 

^1  Mr.  Sparfca.  For  thin  iiiterealing  document  sbb  IFritfiiffi 
ff  Watliinfflon,  vol.  is.  Appeodix,  No.  iv. 


528  LIFE  OF   WASaiaaTON. 

was  ongiimllj  drawn  up  by  liiai,  as  several  work 
are  cited,  which  are  wntuia  in  laugimgea  tlut  be 
dill  Doi  uiideretand. 

Before  the  time  arriTed  for  the  meeting  of  the 
coDveutioD,  which  was  the  second  Mooday  in 
May,  his  mind  was  relieved  from  one  source  of 
poignant  solicitude,  by  learning  tliat  the  insurrec- 
tion in  MnasEichuseits  had  been  suppressed  willi 
but  little  bloodshed,  and  that  the  prindpHls  had 
fled  to  Canada.  He  doubled,  however,  the  po^ 
\cj  of  iLe  legislature  of  lliat  Stale  in  disfranchis- 
ing a  largfe  number  of  its  citizens  for  their  rebel- 
lious conduct;  thinking  more  lenient  measures 
might  have  produced  as  good  au  effect,  without 
entirely  alienating  the  afTeclions  of  the  people 
from  the  government ;  beside  depriving  some  of 
them  of  the  means  of  gaining  a.  h'velibood. 

On  the  9th  of  Mfty.  Washington  set  out  in 
hia  carriage  from  Mount  Vernon  to  attend  the 
convention.  At  Chester,  where  he  arrived  on  the 
IStb,  he  was  met  bj  General  Mifflin,  now  speaker 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Assembly,  generals  Knox 
and  Vamum,  Colonel  Humphreys,  and  other  per- 
sonages of  note.  Al  Gray's  Ferry  llie  city  light 
huree  were  in  attendance,  by  whom  he  waa  es- 
corted inU  Philadelphia. 

It  was  not  unii)  the  Sath  of  May  that  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  delegates  were  assembled  to 
form  a  i]uorum;  when  they  proceeded  lo  organ- 
ize the  body,  and  by  a  utiauimoua  vote  Waah- 
inglon  was  called  up  to  the  chair  as  president. 

The  following  anecdote  is  recorded  by  Mr. 
Leigh  Pierce,  who  was  a  delegate  from  Geor^a. 
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'When  tlie  Convenlion  first  opened,  lliere  were  n 
number  of  propositions  brought  forwnrd  as  great 
leading  principles  of  the  new  government  to  be 
established.  A  copy  of  Ihem  was  given  I o  each 
roemtier  with  an  injunction  of  profound  secrecy. 
One  morning  a  member,  \>y  accident,  dropped 
his  copy  of  the  propositions.  It  wa3  luekily 
picked  up  by  General  Mifflin,  and  httuded  to 
Gieueral  Washington,  who  put  it  in  his  pocket. 
After  the  debates  of  the  day  were  over,  and  the 
question  for  adjournment  was  called  for,  Wash- 
iogtoD  rose,  and  previous  to  putting  the  question, 
addressed  the  committee  as  follows :  "  Gentle' 
men,  I  am  sorry  to  find  that  some  one  member 
of  this  body  has  been  so  neglectful  of  the  secreta 
of  the  conventjon,  as  to  drop  in  the  Slate  House 
a  copy  of  their  proceedings ;  whicli,  by  accident, 
was  picked  up  and  delivered  to  me  this  morning, 
1  nmsl  entreat  gentlemen  to  be  more  careful,  lest 
our  transactions  get  into  the  newspapers,  and  dis- 
turb the  public  repose  by  premature  speculations. 
I  know  not  whose  paper  it  is,  but  there  it  is 
(tlirowing  it  down  ou  the  table)  ;  let  him  who 
owns  it  take  it."  At  the  same  lime  he  bowed, 
took  his  hat,  and  left,  the  room  with  a  dignity  so 
severe  that  every  person  seemed  alarmed.  '■  For 
my  part,  I  was  extremely  so,"  adds  Mr.  Pierce, 
"  for,  putting  my  hand  in  my  pocket,  I  missed 
my  copy  of  the  same  paper ;  but  advancing  to 
the  table,  my  fears  soon  dissipated.  I  found  it 
to  be  in  the  handwriting  of  another  person." 

Mr.  Pierce  found  his  copy  al  his  lodgings,  in 
the  pocket  of  a  coat  which  he  had  changed  that 
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>  erer  ventnred  (o  cl&im  tbe 


morniDg.     rio.penon  ( 
anonymous  paper. 

We  fi^rbf^ar  lo  go  into  the  volarainous  proceed- 
ings of  ihb  memorable  convention,  which  occn- 
pied  from  Tour  to  seven  hours  each  tiny  for  foar 
montlii) ;  etid  in  which  every  point  wna  the  snb- 
Jecl  of  able  and  acrupaloas  discussina  by  Ihe  beat 
talent  and  noblest  spirits  of  tlie  country.  Wash- 
ington felt  restrained  by  his  situation  as  presi- 
dent, from  taking  a  part  in  the  debates,  but  his 
well-knono  opinions  influenced  tbe  whole.  The 
result  was  the  fonnHtion  of  the  constitution  of  th« 
tJoiled  States,  which  (with  some  Amendments 
made  in  after  years)  alill  exists. 

As  the  members  on  the  last  day  of  the  e 
Hion  were  signing  the  engrossed  coiislilution.  Dr. 
Franklin,  looking  towards  tbe  president's  clinir, 
at  the  back  of  which  a  sun  was  painted,  observed 
lo  those  persons  nest  to  him,  "  I  have  oReii  Kui 
often,  in  the  course  of  the  session,  and  the  v~ 
tudcs  of  my  hopes  and  fears  as  to  ite  issue,  looked 
at  that  »un  behind  Ihe  president,  without  being 
able  to  lell  whether  it  was  risiug  or  setting ;  at 
tengih  I  have  the  happiness  to  know  it  18  a  rising 
and  not  a  setting  si 

"The  business  being  cloaed,"  says  Washington 
in  hU  diary  (Sept.  I7ih),  "  the  members  adjourned 
to  the  city  tavern,  dined  together,  and  look  a 
dial  leave  of  each  other.  After  whicli  I  returned 
to  my  lodgings,  did  some  business  with  and  re- 
ceived ihe  papers  from,  the  secretary  of  the  c 

1   TTie  MnJiMon  Pt'ptri,  iii.  1G24. 
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BDd  reived  lo  laeditate  on  tfce  momeot- 
i  whicb  had  becD  esecnied." 
appears  ti>  me  little  shon  of  tnincle," 
writes  he  to  Lo&Teite,  -"  that  the  dek^Ues  from  so 
msuaj  Sutet,  different  from  eadi  other,  as  70a 
know,  in  thdr  nuuiDers,  drcamstauoea,  and  prvja- 
dicea,  shooM  tmiLe  in  forming  a  iT^tem  of  nalioual 
government  m)  little  liable  to  wdl-EiKUuied  objec- 
tjons.  Nor  am  I  ^ncb  ao  enthusiastic,  ]mlial,  or 
undiscriminating  admirer  of  it,  as  not  to  perceive 
it  is  tinctured  with  »ome  real,  thoagh  not  radical 
defects.  With  regnnl  to  the  two  great  poinis, 
the  pirols  upon  which  the  whole  machine  must 
more,  nkj  cre«d  is  simply.  First,  that  the  general 
govenmeQt  is  not  invesled  with  more  powers 
indispenaably  ueceseary  10  perform  the 
fimclJous  of  a  good  government ;  and  consequently, 
i^iat  no  objection  ought  to  be  made  against  the 
quantity  of  power  tlulegaled  to  it. 

"  Secondly,  that  these  powL-rs,  as  the  appoint- 
int  of  all  rulers  will  for  ever  arise  from,  auii  at 
short,  stated  intervals  recur  to,  the  free  sufTrages 
-of  the  people,  are  so  distributed  among  the  legia- 
lative,  executive,  and  judicial  branches  into  which 
the  general  government  is  ariuugetl,  that  it  can 
never  be  in  danger  of  degenerating  into  a  mon- 
wchy,  an  oligarchy,  an  aristocracy,  or  any  other 
degpodc  or  oppressive  form,  bo  long  as  there  shall 
in  the  body  of  the  people. 
"  It  will  at  least  be  a  recommendation  to  the 
proposed  constitution,  tliut  it  is  proviileil  mih 
checks  ajid  barriers  againal  tlie  introduction 
of  tyranny,  and  those  of  a  nature  less  liable  to 
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bad  a  doubt  that  it  would  Qltimately  be  adopted ; 
aud,  in  fact,  tlie  national  decision  in  its  &vor  was 
more  fully  and  strongly  pronounced  than  even  he 
bad  antidpated. 

His  feelings  on  learning  the  result  were  ex- 
pressed with  that  soleoin  and  reli^oas  faith  m  the 
protection  of  heaven,  manifested  by  him  in  all  the 
trials  and  vicissitudes  thruugli  which  his  cotmtry 
had  passed,  "  We  may,"  said  he,  "  with  a  kind 
cf  pious  and  grateful  eiull&Uon,  trace  the  finger 
of  Providence  through  those  dark  and  mysterious 
events,  which  first  induced  the  States  to  appoint 
a  general  convention,  and  then  led  them,  one  af- 
ter another,  by  snch  steps  as  were  best  calculated 
to  effect  the  object,  into  an  adoption  of  the  sys- 
tem recommended  by  the  General  Couveution ; 
thereby,  iu  all  human  probability,  laying  a  lasting 
foundation  for  tranquillity  and  iiappiness,  when  we 
bad  but  too  much  reason  to  fear,  that  confusion 
and  misery  were  coming  rapidly  upon  ua."  ' 

The  testimonials  of  ratification  having  been  re- 
ceived by  Congress  from  a  sutticient  number  of 
Slates,  an  act  was  passeil  by  that  body  on  the  I3tb 
of  September,  appointing  the  first  Wednesday  in 
January,  1731),  for  the  people  of  the  United  States 
to  choose  electors  of  a  President  according  to  the 
constitution,  and  the  first  Wednestlay  in  the  month 
of  February  following  for  the  electors  to  meet 
and  moke  a  choice.  The  meeting  of  the  govern- 
ment was  to  be  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  March, 
ftud  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

1  LelMr  to  Jon&lhui  Trumbull,  SOlb  July,  1TB8, 
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WkabingloD  talked  of  for  the  Prtaidf  ncj.  —  fib  LttU 
the  Subject  cxpmaing  hii  RdactiDce.  —  Hii  El«:li< 
Hia  Progrcutolhe  Seat  oT  GoTcniinail.  —  Hia  Bc« 
at  Nev  York.  —  The  Iningnration. 

ITIE  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitatiaii 
8  another  epoch  in  the  life  of  Waah- 
\  JD^tou.  Belbre  the  official  fbmis  of  an 
elt'cdoQ  could  be  carried  into  o]>erBtion,  a  unani- 
moiiB  Hcntiment  throughout  the  Union  pronounced 
him  the  uatjon's  clioice  to  till  the  presidential  ctuur. 
He  looktjd  forward  to  the  poasibilit;  of  his  elec- 
tion with  characterielic  modesty  and  imf^gned 
reluclance ;  as  hia  letters  to  liis  coDfldGntial  &ieiida 
bear  wituess.  "  It  has  do  &ecinating  allurements 
for  me,"  writes  he  to  Lafayette.  '■  At  my  time 
of  life  and  under  my  circimistuuces,  the  increas- 
ing infirmities  of  nature  and  tlie  growing  lore  of 
retirament  do  not  permit  me  to  entertain  a  wish 
beyond  thnt  of  living  and  dying  an  honest  man 
on  my  own  farm.  Let  those  tbllow  tlie  pursuits 
of  ambition  and  fame  who  have  a  keener  rdish. 
for  them,  or  who  may  have  more  years  in  store 
for  the  enjoyment." 

Colonel  Henry  Lee  hud  written  to  him  warmly 
and  eloquently  on  the  subject.  "  My  anxiely  is 
extreme  that  the  new  government  may  have  an 
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To  effect  thw  ud  to  jiOT- 
a  lormed  aoder  Tout  au^iom,  it  U 
D  tlud  again  von  will  be  enHeH  forik  Tbe 
t  principle;  of  derotion  to  tbe  good  of  mau- 
kiud  wbicJi  have  inrariahly  goTtmcd  Toar  oon- 
duct.  will  no  doabt  contiuue  to  rale  roar  mind, 
bowever  opposiit  thi-ir  ooosequeuces  may  be  to 
yooT  repo^  aiid  htippiuess.  If  tbe  same  5iik«&s 
dMMild  Biteuil  yoor  efforu  on  this  iroporiani  ncca- 
«on  whirb  has  distluguished  j-ou  hillicrto,  then 
to  be  sure  yon  will  bave  spent  a  life  wbicb  Prov- 
ideoce  tarelj',  if  ever,  gave  to  tbe  lot  at  uae  maiL 
It  ii  mj  belief  it  is  my  &nxiou$  hope,  that  tbie 
mU  be  tbe  (ase," 

"Tbe  event  to  whidi  you  allude  may  never 
happen,"  replies  Washington.  "  This  couaiiler- 
kdon  iikioe  would  supersede  tbe  expediency  of 
annaundng  any  definitive  and  irrevocable  resolll- 
tioii.  You  are  aiooug  the  small  number  of  those 
who  kuow  my  invindble  allachmwt  to  domestic 
life,  and  that  my  siiicerest  wish  is  to  continue  in 
the  etijoymenf  of  it  solely  until  my  final  hour. 
But  the  world  would  be  neither  so  well  instructed, 
nor  M>  candidly  dispueed  aa  lo  believe  me  uu- 
influenced  by  sinister  motives,  in  case  any  cir- 
cumsiance  sliould  render  a  deviation  from  the  line 
of  couduct  I  had  prescribed  lo  myself  indispensa- 
ble. 

"  tShould  my  unfeigned  reluctance  to  accept  the 
ot&ce  bu  overcome  by  n  deference  for  the  reasons 
and  opinions  of  my  frieuds ;  might  I  doI,  oRer  tlie 
declaruiiona  I  have  mnde  (and  Heaven  knows 
they  were  mode  in  the  sincerity  of  my  hcnri),  in 
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the  judj^ment  of  the  iinparllal  world  and  of  po»- 
teritv,  be  cbargeable  willi  leviij  and  iiiconsbleDcy, 
if  Dol  irilh  rasbDess  and  ambi^OD  ?  Nay,  rarllter, 
would  there  Dot  be  some  apparent  FoiiDdatJoD  for 
tlie  two  former  chargus?  Now  justice  to  my- 
aelC  ooil  iTBuquillity  of  conscience  reqnire,  that  I 
slioiild  act  a  pHrt,  if  not  abovi:  impulation,  at  least 
cnpable  of  vindication.  Nor  will  you  conceive 
me  to  be  too  solicitous  for  reputation.  Though  I 
prize  as  1  oaght  the  good  opinion  of  my  iellow- 
dtiieud,  yet,  if  I  know  my^lf,  I  noulJ  not  seek 
popalarity  at  the  expend  of  one  wdal  duty  or 
moral  virtue. 

"  Wliile  doing  what  my  conscience  infonne«l  me 
was  right,  as  it  respected  my  God,  my  country 
and  my^lf,  I  should  despise  alJ  the  party  clamor 
and  unjust  censure,  which  must  be  expected 
from  some,  whose  personal  enmity  might  be  oc- 
cafuoiied  by  ibeir  hostility  to  the  goverumenl. 
I  am  oouscious,  that  I  fear  alone  to  give  any  real 
occasion  for  obloquy,  and  that  I  do  not  dread  to 
meet  with  nnmeriied  reproach-  And  certain  I 
anil  whensoever  I  shall  be  convinced  the  good  of 
my  country  requires  my  reputation  to  be  put  id 
risk,  regHfd  for  my  own  fame  will  not  come  in 
competition  with  an  object  of  so  much  roagnitade. 

"  If  I  declined  the  task,  it  would  lie  upon  quite 
atiother  principle.  Notwiihstanding  my  advanced 
season  of  life,  my  increasing  fondness  for  agri- 
cultural amii^meuts,  and  ray  growing  love  of  re- 
tirement, augment  and  coufina  my  decided  jm- 
dilectioD  for  the  character  of  a  private  citisen,  yet 
it  would  be  no  one  of  these  motives,  nor  the  hair 
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Bid  la  wbicU  nij  forcuer  repalaiioD  might  be  ex- 
poMiU.  DiT  the  lernir  of  eucouatering  new  Guigoea 
aod  troubles,  that  would  Aeier  tne  from  an  accept- 
ance i  but  a  belief,  that  some  other  person,  who 
had  IcBs  pretense  and  lew  inclinalion  lo  be  ei- 
cnaed,  coold  execute  all  the  duties  foil  as  satis- 
iadorily  ks  mjselt" 

In  a  letter  to  Coloitet  Alexander  HamClon  he 
wrilBB ;  "  In  taking  a  STirvey  of  the  sulyect,  in 
whatever  point  of  light  I  have  been  able  to  place 
it,  I  have  alwaj»  felt  a  kind  of  gloom  t^>on  ray 
mitid,  as  often  as  I  have  been  taught  to  expecl  I 
might,  and  perliaps  nuisL  ere  long,  be  called  upon 
to  make  a  deu&iou.  You  will,  I  sm  well  assnml, 
believe  ilte  assertion,  though  I  have  little  expec- 
tation it  would  gain  credit  from  those  who  are  leas 
mrrinn'i'H  with  me,  thai,  if  I  should  receive  tbe 
appcHutment,  aud  if  I  should  be  prevailed  upon  lo 
taxpt  it,  tlie  acceptance  would  be  aliended  witli 
mare  diffidence  and  reluctance  than  ever  I  ex- 
perienced before  in  mj  life.  It  would  be,  how- 
ever, wiiL  a  fixed  and  iole  determinatioii  of  lend- 
ing wiutterer  assistance  might  be  iu  ray  power  to 
promote  the  public  weal,  io  hopes  that,  at  a  coa- 
vetiieul  and  early  period,  my  services  might  be 
djqtensed  with,  and  that  I  migbt  be  pemutled 
once  more  to  retire,  to  pass  an  nndouded  evening, 
■fier  Ihe  stormy  day  of  life,  ia  the  txeom  of 
domwtic  tmtquiUily." 

To  I«&yette  he  declares  that  his  difiiculti^ 
I  and  multiply  as  he  draws  toward  tbe 
1,  •ocordiog  to  commoti  belief,  ii  will 
'  tar  him  lo  ^ve  a  definitive  answer 
1  queetioa. 
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"  Should  circunislonces  render  it  in 
ioevitulilj'  neceBsary  lo  be  in  the  ftffirmiitive,'* 
writes  he,  •>  I  shull  ussume  the  task  with  the  most 
unfeigned  relnctRuce,  and  with  a  real  diffldeuoe, 
for  which  I  ahall  probably  receive  no  credit  from 
the  world.  If  I  know  my  own  heart,  ootbing 
ebort  of  a  convictioa  of  duty  will  induce  me  again  ' 
lo  take  an  active  part  in  public  affairs ;  and  in 
that  case,  if  I  can  form  a  plan  for  my  owu  coU' 
duct,  my  eudeavora  shall  be  unremittingly  exerted, 
etea  at  the  hazard  of  former  fame  or  present 
popularity,  U>  extricate  my  country  Grom  the  em- 
barrassmeuts  in  whicli  it  ia  entangled  through 
want  of  credit ;  and  to  establish  a  general  systent 
of  policy,  which  if  pursued  will  insure  permanent 
felicity  lo  the  com m on  wealth.  I  thiuk  I  see  h 
patli  clear  and  dii'ect  as  a  ray  of  light,  which 
leads  to  the  atiainmeul  of  that  object.  Nothing 
but  harmony,  honesty,  ludustry,  and  frugality,  are 
necessary  to  make  ua  a  great  and  happy  people. 
Happily  the  present  posture  of  affairs,  and  the 
prevailing  dbpositiou  of  my  countrymcu,  promise 
lo  coiipeiate  in  establishing  those  four  great  and 
essential  pillars  of  public  felicity." 

The  election  took  place  at  llie  appointed  time, 
and  it  was  soon  ascertained  that  Washington  was 
chosen  President  for  the  term  of  four  years  from 
the  4th  of  March.  By  this  time  the  argumenta 
and  entreaties  of  his  friends,  and  his  own  con- 
victions of  public  expediency,  hud  determined 
him  lo  accept  i  aud  he  made  preparations  to  depart 
for  the  scat  of  government,  as  soon  as  he  should 
receive    official    notice    of  his    election.     Among 


ELECTED  PRESIDENT. 


530 


other  duties,  he  paid  a  visit  lo  his  mother  at  Fred- 
tiricksburg ;  it  naa  a  painful,  because  likely  tu  be 
a  final  one,  for  she  was  afflicted  with  a  malady 
which,  it  was  evident,  must  norm  terminate  her 
life.  Their  parting  was  affectionate,  but  Holeran  ; 
she  had  always  been  reserved  and  moderate  in 
expressing  herself  in  rugFird  to  the  successes  of 
her  SOD ;  but  it  must  have  been  a  serene  satis- 
faction at  the  close  of  her  life  to  see  liim  eleraied 
by  his  virtues  to  the  highest  honor  of  his  couu- 
try. 

Prom  a  delay  in  forming  a  quorum  of  Congress, 
the  votes  of  the  electoral  college  were  not  couuted 
until  early  in  Ajiril,  when  they  were  found  to  be 
unanimous  in  favor  of  Washington.  "  The  delay," 
said  he,  in  a  letter  to  General  Knox,  "  may  be 
compared  to  a  reprieve ;  for  in  eonfidence  I  tell 
you  (ivilh  the  world  it  would  obtain  little  credit), 
that  my  movemeiiis  to  the  chair  of  government 
will  be  accompanied  by  feelings  not  unlike  those 
of  a  culprit,  who  is  going  to  the  place  of  his  ex- 
ecution ;  so  unwilling  am  I,  in  the  evening  of  a 
life  nearly  consumed  in  public  cares,  to  quit  a 
peaceful  abode  for  an  ocean  of  difficulties,  without 
that  competency  of  political  skill,  abilities,  and  in- 
clination, which  are  necessary  to  manage  the 
helm.  I  am  sensible  that  I  am  embarking  the 
voice  of  the  people,  and  a  good  name  of  my  own, 
on  this  voyage ;  but  what  returns  will  be  made 
for  them,  heaven  alone  can  foretell.  Icitegrity 
and  firmness  are  all  I  cau  promise.  These,  be 
the  voyage  long  or  short,  shall  never  forsake  me, 
although  T  may  be  deserted  by  all  men  ;  for  of 
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the  consoUtiouB,  which  are  to  be  derived  from 
these,  uuder  an;  clrcumslanceB,  the  worlil  cannot 
deprive  me." 

At  length,  on  the  14th  of  April,  he  received  a 
letter  from  the  Preaideut  of  CoDgresa,  duly  aoti- 
fyiog  him  of  his  electiou ;  and  he  prepared  to  set 
oul  immediately  for  New  York,  the  ieat  of  gov- 
ernment. An  entry  in  his  diary,  dat«d  the  IGth, 
says,  ■'  About  ten  o'clock  I  bade  adieu  to  Sfoiuit 
Veruun,  to  private  lite,  and  to  domestic  felidty ; 
and  with  a  mind  oppressed  with*  more  aniioos 
and  painful  sensations  tlian  I  have  words  to  es- 
preat,  set  out  for  New  York  with  the  best  dis- 
position to  render  service  to  my  country  in  obe- 
dience to  its  call,  but  with  less  hope  of  answering 
its  expectations." 

At  (he  first  stage  of  bis  journey  a  trial  of  his 
teuderest  feelings  awaited  him  iu  a  public  dinner 
^ven  him  at  AJesaudria,  by  his  neighbors  and 
personal  friends,  among  whom  he  bad  lived  in 
the  constant  interchange  of  kind  offices,  and  who 
were  so  aware  of  the  practical  beneficence  of  his 
private  character.  A  deep  feeling  of  regret  min- 
gled with  their  festivity.  The  mayor,  who  pre- 
sided, and  spoke  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of 
Alexandria,  deplored  in  bis  departure  the  loss  of 
the  first  and  best  of  their  citizens,  die  ornament 
of  the  aged,  the  model  of  ihe  young,  the  im- 
prover of  their  agriculture,  the  fHeud  of  tbeir  com- 
merce, the  protector  of  their  in&nt  academy,  tlie 
benefactor  of  their  poor, —  but  "go,"  added  he, 
"  and  make  u  grateful  people  happy,  who  will  be 
doubly  gratcfa]  when  ihey  contemplal«  this  new 
facrifice  for  their  interests." 
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WashiDgtoD  was  loo  deeply  affected  for  many 
words  in  reply.  **  Just  alter  hnviitg  liade  odien 
to  my  domesijc  connections,"  said  he,  "  tills  lender 
proof  of  your  friendship  is  but  too  well  calculated 
to  awakeD  still  Airtber  my  sensibility,  and  incrtiaae 
my  regret  at  parting  from  the  enjoyments  of  pri- 
vale  life.  All  that  now  remains  for  me  is  to  com- 
mit myself  and  you  to  the  core  of  that  beneficent 
Being,  who,  on  a  former  occasion,  happily  brought 
ns  together  after  a  long  and  distressing  separa- 
tion. Perhaps  the  same  gracious  Providence  will 
again  indulge  me.  But  words  &il  me.  Uuutter- 
able  aensations  must,  then,  be  lett  to  more  expres- 
sive silence,  while  from  an  aching  heart  I  hid  all 
my  attectionate  friends  and  kind  neighbors  tare- 
weU!" 

His  progress  to  the  seat  of  government  was  a 
continual  ovation.  The  ruiging  of  bells  and  roar- 
ing of  cannonry  proclaimed  hia  com-se  through 
the  country.  The  old  and  young,  women  and 
children,  thronged  the  highways  to  bless  aud  wel- 
come him.  Deputations  of  Uie  most  respectable 
inhabitants  from  the  principal  places  came  forth 
to  meet  and  escort  liim.  At  Baltimore,  on  his 
arrival  and  departure,  his  carriage  was  attended 
by  a  numerous  cavalcade  of  citizens,  and  he  was 
saluted  by  the  thuuder  of  artillery. 

At  the  frontier  of  Pennsylvania  he  was  met 
by  his  former  companion  in  arms,  ftlitHin.  now 
governor  of  the  Stat*i,  who  with  Judge  Peters 
aud  a  civil  and  military  escort,  whs  waiting  to  re- 
ceive him.  Washington  had  hoped  to  be  spared 
all  military  parade,  but  found  it  was  not  to  be 
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evaded.  At  Cheater,  where  he  stojijwd  to  br«iik- 
fast,  there  were  preparations  for  a  public  entraace 
into  Philailelphia.  Cavalry  had  assembled  from 
the  surround  lug  country ;  a  sufierb  whit«  lioree 
wuH  led  out  for  Washington  to  mount,  and  a 
grand  proceasioa  set  forward,  with  General  St. 
Clmr  of  Kevolutlonaiy  notoriety  at  its  head.  It 
gathered  numbers  as  it  advanced;  passed  under 
triumphal  arches  entwined  with  laurel,  and  en- 
tered Philadelphia  tunid  the  ehoutG  of  the  mut- 

A  day  of  puhlic  festivity  succeeded,  ended  by 
a  display  of  lire-works.  WashiugCon's  reply  to 
the  congratu  la  lions  of  the  mayor  at  a  great  ciTio 
banquet,  spoke  the  genuine  feelings  of  his  mod- 
est nature,  amid  these  testimonials  of  a  world's  ap- 
plutiso.  "  When  I  contemplale  the  inlerpoation 
of  Providence,  a^  it  was  visibly  manifested  in 
guiding  us  through  the  lievolution,  in  preparing 
us  for  the  reception  of  the  general  government, 
and  in  conciliating  the  good  will  of  the  people  of 
America  toward  one  another  after  its  adoption,  I 
feel  myself  oppressed  and  almost  overwhelmed 
with  a  sense  of  divine  munificence.  I  feel  that 
nothing  is  dne  to  my  pergonal  agency  in  all  lho«e 
wiinderfhl  and  com|>licated  events,  except  what 
can  be  attributed  to  an  honest  eeal  for  the  good 
of  my  country." 

We  <(nestiun  whether  any  of  these  teG^monials 
of  a  natiou's  gratitude  affected  Wasbbgton  tnore 
sensibly  than  those  he  received  at  Trenton.  It 
was  on  a  suniiy  afternoon  when  he  arrived  on 
the  banks  of  the  Delaware,  where,  twelve  yeats 
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before  he  had  crossed  in  darkness  and  storm, 
through  clouds  of  snow  imd  drifts  of  floaliog  ice, 
on  liis  daring  attempt  to  strike  a  blow  at  a  tri- 
umphant enemy. 

Here  at  present  all  was  peace  and  Eunshine, 
the  broad  river  flowed  placidlj  along,  and  crowds 
awaited  liim  on  the  opposite  Uink,  to  hail  him 
with  love  and  transport. 

"We  will  not  dwell  on  the  joyous  ceremonials 
with  which  he  waa  welcomed,  but  there  was  one 
too  peculiar  to  lie  omitted.  The  reader  may  re- 
mem1>cr  Washington's  gloomy  night  on  the  banks 
of  the  A&sunpink,  which  flows  through  Trenton  ; 
the  camp  fires  of  Coniwallis  in  front  of  him  ;  the 
Delaware  fiill  of  floating  ice  id  the  rear ;  and  his 
sudden  remlve  on  that  midnight  retreat  which 
tnmed  the  fbrtnnes  of  the  campaign.  On  the 
bridge  crossing  (hat  eventful  stream,  the  ladies 
of  Trenton  hud  caused  a  triumphal  arch  to  be 
erected.  It  was  entwined  with  evergreens  and 
laurels,  and  bore  the  inscription,  "  The  defender 
of  the  mothers  will  be  the  protector  of  the 
danglilers."  At  this  bridge  the  matrons  of  the 
city  were  assembled  lo  pay  him  reverence  i  and 
as  he  passed  under  the  arch,  a  number  of 
yonng  girls,  dressed  iu  white  and  crowned  with 
garlands,  strewed  flowers  before  Iiim,  singing  an 
ode  expressive  of  their  love  and  gratitude.  Never 
WHS  oration  more  graceful,  touching,  and  sincere ; 
and  Washington,  tenderly  afiected,  declared  that 
the  impression  of  it  on  his  heart  could  never  be 
effaced. 

His  whole  progress  through  New  Jersey  must 
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hare  affonled  &  similar  contrast  to  bis  i 
marchinga  to  tuid  fro.  bnrasseil  by  iWbta  ] 
perplex itiea,  with  bale  lirea  blazing  on  iu  1' 
iiislead  of  fealive  iUamiaatiuDii,  and  irheD  tho 
riaging  of  bells  and  boomirig  of  cannon,  now  to 
joyoDs,  were  the  signals  of  invasion  and  marauiL 
In  respcKt  to  bis  recepliou  at  Xew  Tork,  Wash- 
ingtou  Imd  dgiiiBed  in  a  letter  to  Governor  Clin- 
ton, tliat  Done  could  be  so  congenial  to  his  fi^liugs 
U  a  ijuipt  entry  devoid  of  ceremony ;  but  his 
modett  wishes  were  nnt  complied  with.  At  Elix- 
abethtown  Point,  a  comniitlee  of  both  Houses  of 
Coiigressi  with  varioos  dvic  fiuiuLioDari^,  waited 
by  ap[KiintmeuC  lo  receive  him.  He  embarked 
on  board  of  a  splendid  barge,  constructed  for  the 
occasion.  It  was  manned  by  thirteen  branch 
pilots,  masters  of  vessels,  in  wliite  uniforms,  and 
coinmiuidcd  by  Commodore  Nicfaolsoa.  Other 
burgee,  fiuicifiilly  decorated,  followed,  having  on 
bourd  the  heads  of  dejiartments  and  other  public 
officers,  and  several  distinguished  citizens.  As 
they  passed  through  the  eirait  between  the  Jer- 
seys and  Stalen  Island,  cidled  tho  Kills,  other 
bwtts  decorated  with  flags  fell  in  their  woke,  until 
tha  whole,  forming  a  nautical  procession,  swept  up 
the  broad  aod  lieautiful  bay  of  New  York,  to  the 
sound  of  instromental  music.  Ou  board  of  two 
vessels  were  parties  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  who 
atiiig  congratulatory  odes  as  Wushington's  bargu 
appntoched.  The  ships  at  anchor  io  the  harbor, 
dreMwl  ui  colors,  fired  salutes  as  it  passed.  One 
nluue,  llie  Galveiton,  a  Spanish  man-of-war,  dis- 
played no  signs  of  gratuladon,  until  the  barge  of  the 
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pa«Md,  inkiog  off  hu  hat  (o  the  Udies,  who 
thronged  every  window,  waviug  tbeir  handkcT' 
chiefti,  thrunriog  flowers  before  him,  and  maxtj  of 
tlieni  sbediliDg  Icatb  of  enlhusiasm. 

Tliat  duy  lie  dined  with  hb  old  frieDd  Got* 
enior  Cliuton,  who  had  iaviled  a  Dnoterous  com- 
pauj*  of  public  functionaries  and  foreigu  liiplonw- 
tiat«  to  meet  him,  and  in  the  evening  Ifae  avj 
was  brilUnolly  illumiDatei). 

Would  tlie  reader  know  the  effect  upon  Wasb- 
ingtuu'a  mind  of  lliis  triumphant  totrj  iulo  New 
York?  Il  was  lo  depress  rather  thiin  to  exdte 
him.  Modestly  diffident  of  his  abilities  to  cope 
with  the  new  duties  on  which  he  was  ent«rmg, 
he  wiu  overwhelmed  bj  what  he  regarded  as 
proofs  uf  public  expectation.  Noting  iu  his  diary 
the  events  uf  tlie  day,  he  writes:  "The  dis- 
play of  boats  which  ailended  and  joined  us  on 
this  occiision,  some  with  vocal  and  gome  with  m- 
Birumental  music  on  boitrd  j  the  decorations  of 
the  ships,  the  roar  of  cannon,  and  the  loud  accla- 
malious  of  the  people  which  rent  the  skies,  as  I 
passed  along  the  wharves,  filled  my  mind  with 
sensations  as  painful  (considering  the  reverse  of 
this  scene,  which  may  be  the  case  afVer  all  my 
labors  to  do  good)  as  they  are  pleasing." 

The  inHugurutioQ  was  delayed  for  seveiml  days, 
in  which  a  (|ue6liun  arose  as  to  the  foi-m  or  title 
by  which  Uie  President  elect  was  to  be  ad- 
dressed ;  Bud  H  committee  in  both  Houses  waa 
appointed  lo  rcpori  upon  the  subject.  The  ques- 
tion W«s  stated  without  WuHhingtou's  privity,  and 
ountrary  tu  his  desire  ;  us  lie  feared  titat  any  title 
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migbl  awaken  ibe  setiBhiTe  jenluuBy  of  repulilicanB, 
at  a  moinent  whoa  it  was  all-iinportaiil  to  cuiicili- 
ate  public  goo<l-wUI  to  the  new  form  of  govern- 
Lueiii.  It  waa  a  relitf  tu  liim,  liiurefore,  when  it 
was  finally  resolveii  that  the  aiiilreas  should  be 
simply  "  the  President  of  the  United  Siules," 
without  any  addition  of  title ;  a  judicious  form, 
which  lias  remained  to  the  present  day. 

The  inaugumtioQ  took  place  on  the  30lfi  of 
April.  At  nine  o'clock  in  the  moniing,  there 
were  rtiligioub  services  in  ail  the  cliiirchee,  and 
prayers  put  up  fur  the  bleeeing  of  lieaven  on 
the  new  goverumeul.  At  twelve  o'clock  the  city 
troops  paraded  before  WaHliingion's  dour,  and 
soon  after  the  commiitees  of  Congress  aiid  heads 
of  deportments  came  in  their  carriages.  At  tialf 
past  twelve  the  procession  oxived  forward,  pre- 
ceded by  the  troops ;  next  caine  the  ooiniuitt«M 
and  heads  of  departmeuis  iu  their  carriages  ;  theD 
Wasbiuglou  iu  a  euHch  of  state,  his  aide  de-camp. 
Colonel  Humphreys,  aiid  his  secretary.  Mr.  Lear^ 
in  his  own  carriage.  The  for«i<>u  minisiera  and 
a  long  iruD  of  dtiwns  brought  up  the  renr. 

About  two  hundred  yards  before  reaciiing  the 
hall,  WaehiiigtoD  and  liie  suite  alighted  Irom 
llieir  carriage*,  and  ^aubed  through  the  ln>upS4 
who  were  drawn  up  on  vddi  side,  lutu  the  hall 
and  senate  eluunber,  where  the  Vice  Pi'esideui, 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentattves  were 
BSBciubled.  The  Vice  l're«ideuL,  John  Adams, 
recetitly  inaugurated,  advanced  and  couduct4!d 
Washiuglou  to  a  ehnir  uf  stale  at  the  upper  end 
of  tb«  ruuiu.     A  jKilemu  siieucc  prevailed  ;  wheu 
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urz  or  WAsmasTOM. 


.    Kdbjr  the 
Tlw  Mlli  wn  t»  be  adpriBMHnd  hy  d 
f«llorard«8Meor  Hew  T«*fc,n* 
Aval  of  Ifce  mmU  «fc— b«r,  maA  in  &II  TJev  of 


HtiproBontaliVM.  ITe  was  dad  in  a  fiill  suit  of 
dark-hrown  cloih,  of  American  manoiaclnre,  with 
ft  nUitl-liilUxl  iln»«  Kword,  white  silk  stockings, 
mill  Nilvur  iihtM!' buckles.  His  bair  was  AmaeA 
nnil  powd«re(I  In  the  foalaoa  of  the  dajr.  and 
worn  ill  a  bug  aiid  solitaire. 

HU  entranco  on  th«  t>alooa)r  ttaa  hailed  by 
uutvoraai  •bouti.  lie  vaa  evidently  movtil  by 
lliU  dctnoiittration  of  public  affection.  Advuu- 
eirig  to  tlie  Irnnt  of  the  balcony,  be  laid  his  band 
upon  bja  lieiirl,  buwed  several  times,  and  then  re- 
troQlod  to  nil  arm-cbair  near  tlie  table. 

Tlio  ptpuloce  Hppoarod  to  uaderataud  lliui  the 
■cene  lind  ovuri^ome  bim  ;  tuid  were  busbed  at 
ouce  iuto  profound  silence. 
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After  a  few  moraeuls  Wasliington  rose  nod 
again  came  forward.  John  Adams,  iLe  Vice 
FreBideni,  Blood  oa  liis  right ;  on  his  left  the 
chaacellor  of  tiie  State,  Robert  R.  Livingston ; 
somewhat  in  the  rear  were  Roger  Sherman,  Al- 
exander HaniiltoQ,  genernls  Kiioi,  St.  Clair,  ihe 
Baron  Steuben  and  others. 

The  chancellor  advanced  (o  administer  tlie  oath 
{ire8cril)ed  by  tlie  Constitution,  and  Mr.  Otis,  the 
aecretaiy  of  the  Senate,  held  up  the  Bible  on  its 
crimson  cushion.  The  oalli  was  read  slowly  and 
distinctly:  Wadhingtou  .at  tlie  same  time  laying 
his  h:ind  on  the  open  Bihie.  When  it  waa  con- 
cluileil,  he  replied  solemnly,  "I  snear — so  help 
me  QoA  I "  Mr.  Otis  would  have  raised  the  Bible 
to  his  lips,  but  he  bowed  down  reverently  and 
kissed  it. 

The  chancellor  now  stepped  forward,  waved  hia 
hand  and  exclaimed,  "  Long  live  George  Wash- 
ington, President  of  the  United  States  I "  At  thJa 
moment  a  flag  was  displayed  on  the  cupola  of  the 
hall,  on  which  signal  there  was  a  general  discliarge 
of  artillery  on  the  Buttery.  All  the  hells  of  the 
city  rang  out  ii  joyful  peal,  and  the  multitude  rent 
the  air  with  acclamations, 

WashingtoD  again  bowed  to  tlie  people  and  re- 
turned into  the  senate  chamber,  where  he  deliv- 
ered, to  botli  bouses  of  Congress,  Lis  inaugural 
address,  characterized  by  his  usual  modesty,  mod- 
eration, and  good  sense,  but  uttered  with  a  voice 
deep,  slightly  tremulous,  and  so  low  as  to  demand 
close  attention  in  the  listeners.  Ailer  this  he  pro- 
ceeded with  the  whole  assemblage  on  foot  to  Sl 
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In  lh«  voluinM  here  coududvd,  w«  IwTe  ^»- 
diHiVDr<ifl  to  narniu  WihfiiU;  tlie  oireer  of  Wub- 
iuf^UMi  IroiD  f  liiUluKMt,  thruagli  his  esrljr  aorre/- 
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iDg  expeditions  in  the  wilderness,  his  diplomatic 
mission  to  the  French  posts  on  the  frontier,  hia 
campnigns  in  the  French  war,  his  arduous  trials 
Hnrommandur-ia-chief,  throughout  ihe  Revolnlion, 
the  nohle  simplicity  of  his  life  in  retirement,  undl 
we  have  shown  him  elevated  to  the  presideutinl 
chnir,bj  no  elTort  of  his  own,  in  a  maimer  against 
his  wishes,  hj  the  unanimous  vote  of  a  grateful 
country. 

The  plan  ff  our  work  has  necessnrily  cnrried 
as  widely  into  the  campaigns  of  Ihe  Revolution, 
even  where  Wiiahingion  was  not  present  in  per- 
son ;  for  his  spirit  pervaded  and  directed  the 
whole,  and  a  general  knowledge  of  the  whole  is 
necessary  to  appreciate  the  sagacity,  forecast,  en- 
during fortitude,  and  comprehensive  wisdom  with 
which  he  conducted  iL  He  himself  has  signilied 
to  one  who  aspired  to  writo  hi-i  biography,  that 
any  memoirs  of  his  life,  distinct  and  unconnected 
with  the  history  of  the  war,  would  be  unsatisfac- 
tory. In  treating  of  the  Revolution,  we  hnve  en- 
deavored to  do  Justice  Co  what  we  consider  its 
most  striking  characleri'lio ;  the  greatness  of  the 
object  and  the  scantiness  of  the  means.  We  have 
endeavored  to  keep  in  view  the  prevailing  poverty 
of  resources,  the  scandalous  ueglecis.  the  sijualid 
miseries  of  all  kinds,  with  which  its  champions 
had  to  contend  in  their  expeditions  through  track- 
less wildernesses,  or  ibinly  peopled  regions ;  \ie- 
neaih  scorching  suns  or  inclement  shies;  iheir 
wintry  marches  to  be  traced  by  bloody  foot-prints 
on  snow  and  ice  ;  their  desolate  wintry  encamp- 
ments, rendered  still  more  desolate  by  nakedness 
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and  quiet  coIossnJ  strength.  He  waa  no  hero  of 
romaacei  there  wns  nothing  of  romantic  heroism 
in  his  nature.  As  a  ivarrior,  lie  was  incapable  of 
fear,  but  mode  no  merit  of  defying  danger.  He 
fought  for  a  cause,  but  not  for  personal  renown. 
Gladly,  when  he  had  won  the  cause,  he  hung  up 
his  sword,  never  again  to  take  it  down.  Glory, 
that  blatant  word,  which  haunts  some  military 
minds  like  the  bray  of  the  trumpet,  formed  no  part 
of  hia  ospiratiODS.  To  act  Justly  was  his  iostjnct, 
to  promote  the  public  weal  hia  constant  effort,  to 
deserve  the  "  affections  of  good  men  "  his  ambi- 
tion. With  snch  qualifications  for  the  pure  exer- 
cise of  sound  judgment  and  comprehensive  wis- 
dom, he  ascended  the  presidential  chair. 

There  for  the  present  we  leave  him.  So  &r 
our  work  is  complete,  comprehending  the  whole 
military  life  of  Washington,  and  his  agency  in 
public  affairs,  up  to  the  form.ttion  of  our  Consti- 
tution, tluw  well  we  have  executed  it,  we  leave 
to  the  public  to  detemuno ;  hoping  to  find  it,  as 
heretofore,  far  more  easily  gotisfieil  with  the  result 
of  our  labors  than  we  are  ourselves.  '  Should  the 
measure  of  health  and  good  spirits,  with  which  a 
kind  Pi-ovidence  has  blessed  us  beyond  ihe  usual 
term  of  literary  labor,  be  slill  coniinued,  wo  may 
go  on,  and  in  another  volume,  give  tlie  presiden- 
tial career  and  closing  life  of  Washington.  In 
the  mean  time,  having  found  a  resting-place  in  our 
tiisk,  wB  Btaj  our  hands,  lay  by  our  pen,  and  seek 
lliat  relaxation  and  repose  which  gathering  years 
require. 

SaHHyiiiit,  1857.  -^    j 
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